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Join us for A Swift Night Out 
 
Uta Meyer, Senior Center Manager 
Audubon Delta/Little Rock Audubon Center 
 

     A Swift Night Out is a continent-wide effort to raise awareness 
about and encourage interest in Chimney Swifts. Swifts will be 
counted as part of this community science effort. 
  

     When: September 15, 2026 
     Where: Little Rock Audubon Center, 4500 Springer Blvd.,  
     Little Rock, AR 72206  
     Time: 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 

     The event is free, but donations are appreciated. The Loblolly Ice Cream truck will be joining us with one 
complimentary cup/cone per person. After a brief presentation about swifts, we'll gather in the parking lot to watch 
them swirl before they stream into our towers to roost for the night.  
     More information: 

 This is not a ticketed event, but we highly encourage you to sign up and let us know you plan on coming.           
We want to make sure there is plenty of parking and ice cream available for everyone. 

 Bring a chair and a beverage. Audubon will provide light snacks, some beverage options, and ice cream. 
 Weather-related updates will be posted on social media and sent out via email. 

     Questions? Email uta.meyer@audubon.org. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2026 Fall Native Plant Sale 
 
Uta Meyer, Senior Center Manager 
Audubon Delta/Little Rock Audubon Center 
 

    The Little Rock Audubon Center’s Fall Native Plant 
Sale will be held through online ordering and 
curbside pickup. This is an excellent opportunity to 
support Arkansas native plant vendors: Pine Ridge 
Gardens, Grand Designs, Native Sun Nursery, Grand 
Prairie, The Upturned Pot, NRM, and Audubon will 
have plants for sale online.  
 
     What you need to know: 

 Online ordering will be open Tuesday, Sept. 
15 at 8 a.m. through Tuesday, Sept. 22 at         
8 p.m. 

 Curbside pickup will be October 2 and 
October 3 at the Little Rock Audubon Center 
(4500 Springer Blvd., Little Rock, AR 72206). 

 The online ordering link will be released 
in this FB event, on our website, and via email 
to our email list on the morning of Sept. 15. 

 To ensure an inventory that is as accurate as 
possible, the website is not available for 
browsing prior to Sept. 15. 

     A species list will be posted and emailed ahead of 
online ordering to ensure an accurate inventory.  
Questions? Email uta.meyer@audubon.org.  

 
      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Newsletter of the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas 
 

Charles Mills 

mailto:uta.meyer@audubon.org
https://click.everyaction.com/k/136830157/638729539/1394235880?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNQVUvMS81NzE1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjYTgwODUwZi05ZTkyLWYxMTEtOWIzMy0wMDBkM2ExMWZhMzAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImN0Ym95bGVzQGFyaXN0b3RsZS5uZXQiDQp9&hmac=1J7Iu2j_7w8B6G4Hbtt1Z3XgEbjQ4eWWGtn5pJ659OE=&emci=34905d7a-9d92-f111-9b33-000d3a11fa30&emdi=ca80850f-9e92-f111-9b33-000d3a11fa30&ceid=6517652
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Cindy Franklin 
ASCA President 
 

     ASCA’s officers and board members are 
aging. Many of us have been in the same 
position for years because no one else was 
willing to step up and get more involved 
with the organization. Time has moved on 
and many of us are now dealing with health 
issues we didn’t have 10 years ago. 
     As organizations go, ASCA does not 
consume vast quantities of time. We meet 
once a month via Zoom, which has turned 
out to be of great benefit since many of our 
officers and board members avoid driving 
at night whenever possible. It also allows 
access to a wider range of speakers 
scattered across the continent who have 
presented some interesting and intriguing 
topics we would not otherwise been able to 
listen to. It allows remote participation 
from people in other states interested in 
the presentations. All Zoom sessions are 
recorded and can be viewed later at:  
https://www.youtube.com/@audubonarka
nsas4755/videos. 
     Every officer has some tasks to 
accomplish throughout the year. 

 The president makes the monthly 
agenda, runs the monthly meeting, 
and fills out the annual report to 
National Audubon detailing our 
activities throughout the year. 

 The vice president sets up 
presentations, coordinates the 
Zoom session with Delta Audubon 
staff at the Little Rock Audubon 
Center, and assists the presenter 
with any Zoom issues. 

 The recording secretary keeps up 
with the minutes from each 
meeting and sends out via email to 
all officers and board members for 
review before the next meeting. 

 The treasurer prepares the annual 
budget, prepares a monthly 
financial statement, and fills in the 
financial part of the annual report. 

 The editor gathers information and 
puts out The Snipe newsletter 
every quarter. 

 Board members attend our 
monthly presentations and the 
business meeting afterwards. 

     I understand change is hard. Not very 
many people like it. But it is coming. We 
invite our younger members or those in 
good health to step up, become officers or 
board members, and guide this 
organization into the future. 
     Our readers are probably aware of the 
continued back and forth in our city and 
county governments about ordinances to 
regulate hyperscale data centers. Ordin-
ances have been proposed and failed. It is 
likely updated ordinances will be brought 
forth again. Their outcome remains 
uncertain. One can only speculate about 
what is going on in the background that we 
will never hear about. 
    A well-meaning individual asked me why 
people should be concerned about things 
that will happen in the future when we 
have current problems that need to be 
addressed. In retrospect my answer about 
supporting other neighborhoods and 
communities was incomplete. My answer 
should have been, Entergy customers in 
Arkansas are currently being charged $5.77 
per month to build the first of many 
generating plants needed to power these 
centers. This is not a future charge. More 
importantly, not one community, not 
Wrightsville, not Sweet Home, not Little 
Rock, or any of the other towns and cities 
being targeted by these projects can fight 
these giant corporations alone. Collectively 
we are stronger together when we unite to 
voice our concerns about any project or 
about government actions that are not in 
the best interests of all citizens.  
     Elections are about three months away. 
Now is the time to check your voter 
registration at your County Clerk’s office. 
Here is a handy link: 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/business-
communities/voter-
education/resources.aspx 
     Here’s hoping the heat breaks soon so 
we can enjoy fall migration.
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   NOTE – Meetings are held online via Zoom. Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. After registering, you'll receive 
a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. In case you miss a meeting or want to view a program again, all 
Zoom sessions are recorded and can be viewed later at: https://www.youtube.com/@audubonarkansas4755/videos. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

September 10, 2026 
Help Wanted. eBird data needed to study how 

birds respond to Lake Conway Renovation 
Project – Dr. Maureen McClung 

 

     The Lake Conway Renovation Project near 
Mayflower, AR, is a five-year initiative aimed at 
rebuilding the dam at Palarm Creek, improving 
recreational opportunities, and reducing sediment in 
the lakebed. The project requires draining much of the 
lake as the dam is rebuilt and allowing the growth of 
vegetation to break down much of the sediment in the 
lakebed. This change in habitat provides an opportunity 
to study how the project impacts the surrounding bird 
community. In spring 2026, Dr. Maureen McClung 
tasked her Field Ornithology course with designing a 
protocol for using eBird data to examine how the birds 
fare during and after the project. In this talk, she will 
share the approach the class designed and some 
preliminary findings from 2020 through 2024.   
     McClung is a Professor of Biology and Chair of 
Environmental Studies at Hendrix College in Conway 
where she teaches classes in ornithology, conservation 
biology, and animal behavior. She also enjoys doing 
research with students employing tools like game 
cameras and bird banding to study interactions 
between wildlife and humans. She grew up in Eureka 
Springs and attended college at Hendrix before earning 
her MSc at UNC-Chapel Hill studying tamarins in Peru 
and her PhD at UA-Fayetteville studying songbirds in 
the Ozarks. She is married to Travis and has two sons. 
The jury is still out on whether the boys will love nature 
as much as mom, but she has her fingers crossed. 
 

October 1, 2026 
Past, Present, and Future of Red-cockaded 

Woodpecker Recovery in Arkansas 
Jessica Novobilsky 

 

     Red-cockaded Woodpeckers (RCWs) are a 
charismatic bird of mature, fire-sustained pine forests 
of the southeastern United States. Due to their unique 
ecology and habitat requirements, as well as logging 
and forestry practices that impact their habitat, this 
species was one of the first to be listed with the 
Endangered Species Act in 1973. However, with 
decades of intensive management, this species was 
downlisted to "threatened" in 2024, and remains a 
testament to what sound scientific research and 
collaborative stewardship can accomplish. The 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission (ANHC) is 
dedicated to restoring the open-pine ecosystems that 
RCWs call home. ANHC biologists and their partners 
have led the way working to incorporate more 
prescribed fire, reduce woody encroachment and 
invasive species, and install artificial nest cavities to 
encourage birds to nest as habitat is being restored. Jess 
Novobilsky will discuss ANHC's history and future plans 
for the recovery of this species across Arkansas. 
     Novobilsky received her undergraduate degree in 
Wildlife Conservation and Management from Delaware 
Valley University in 2015. Afterwards, she traveled 
across the United States working various wetlands field 
jobs before attending the University of Arkansas- 
Fayetteville to earn her master’s in biology in 2024. She 
currently works for the Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission as the agency's Habitat Coordinator and 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker Recovery Coordinator. 
 

November 12, 2026 
Grassland Bird Community Responses to 
Prescribed Fire  in Northwest Arkansas  

Mason Dillard 
 

     Publicly-owned grasslands and savannahs in 
northwest Arkansas are managed with varying 
intentions and burned at varying intervals, often 
opportunistically. As a result, the specific mechanisms 
driving avian community responses to this management 
remain poorly understood. Mason Dillard will present 
findings from his thesis research, which seeks to 
identify the vegetation characteristics that shape these 
bird communities and how management actions 
influence those characteristics. He studied these 
systems across both the breeding and non-breeding 
seasons, with the goal of using his findings to inform the 
continued management of these habitats. 
     Dillard began his career in ornithology at Texas A&M 
University, where he studied neurobiology and 
attention capture in captive Indian peafowl. After 
graduating in 2021, he held a series of field jobs across 
the continent — from Colorado to Illinois, and even a 
short stint in the Arctic in Nunavut, Canada. Along the 
way, he's worked with a wide range of species, 
including Wild Turkey, Prothonotary Warblers, 
Northern Saw-whet Owls, several species of waterfowl, 
and grassland birds. He is currently pursuing an MS at 
Arkansas Tech University, where he is set to graduate in 
December 2026. 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@audubonarkansas4755/videos
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Birding The Amazing Bolivar Peninsula 
 

 

Patty McLean 
 

     When Michael Linz and I heard about two different 
pairs of Yellow-green Vireos reported in Texas in July, 
we decided to drive to the closest location. This pair had 
been reported as nesting in High Island, so we figured 
our odds were good and off we went. After all, it would 
be a U.S. bird for both of us (but that's another story). 
     High Island is one of those must-visit major hotspots 
during spring migration, with warblers dripping from 
trees, but in the heat of summer, there aren't many 
unusual things to see there. The vireos changed all that - 
with daily reports continuing into August. 
 

 
Yellow-green Vireo | Photo: Michael Linz 

 

     The Yellow-green Vireo, a species native to Mexico 
and occasionally reported in south Texas and extreme 
southeast Arizona, is a species that is often easier heard 
than seen. It moves quickly through the trees, 
preferring to stay beneath large leaves, and with its dull 
coloration, it can be rather difficult to see. Its song, 
however, is a different matter, as it's quite similar to a 
Red-eyed Vireo's song but somewhat faster and more 
sour than sweet. This male seemed to enjoy sitting 
under the thick, rich canopy, giving every birder who 
came looking for it very brief flashes of his bits of 
yellow-green as he quickly moved around. The female, 
however, was busy tending to the nest.  
     We went every day to see them and on our last day, 
we noticed their behavior had changed. The female 
appeared to be cleaning up the nest and eating "stuff" 
from inside. Soon a small head and wide-open mouth 
extended up from the nest. It was a hatchling. We were 
quite delighted to see it ... and then learned from a local 
birder that it may be a cowbird. They have both Brown-
headed and Bronzed Cowbirds in the area, patiently 
waiting to see the genetic outcome of their brood 
parasitism. (Update: No one reported seeing the 
hatchling a few days after it hatched, and the vireo pair 
seem to have moved away from the nest site.) 
     While in the area, we drove down the Bolivar 
Peninsula. Bolivar is a 27-mile-long barrier peninsula 

along the Gulf Coast with white sandy beaches and 
beach houses spread across the area. It's famous among 
birders for its hundreds of gulls, terns, shorebirds, etc., 
on the beaches, and is a known breeding site for 
Wilson's Plover.  
     While we were there, the Brown Pelicans were 
abundant, as were several species we don't get to see in 
Arkansas – Reddish Egret, Clapper Rail, Black Skimmer, 
American Oystercatcher, Sandwich Tern, and White-
tailed Kite. A few Magnificent Frigatebirds flew over to 
give us that extra wow. The Peninsula offers numerous 
hotspots worth exploring, including Retilion Rd. to the 
Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary. 
 

 
Black Skimmer | Photo: Michael Linz 

 
     We also birded some of the "inland" coastal areas, 
such as Tuna Road, where we found Seaside Sparrows.  
     We spent time fighting hundreds of deer flies at 
Jocelyn Nungaray NWR (formerly Anahuac NWR) where 
we found several fun species including King Rail, 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck, Mottled Duck, Gull-billed Tern 
and White-tailed Hawk. Many avian species had babies 
of various ages, and parents kept a watchful eye out for 
the numerous alligators peaking atop the murky water. 
     The roads outside Anahuac were also worth 
exploring. We found several White-tailed Hawks, King 
Rails with young, and both Black-bellied and Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks. One of our favorites was South Pear 
Orchard Rd. where we easily observed numerous birds. 
     For travelers, the town of Winnie offers a variety of 
places to stay and is less than 30 minutes from the 
grand hotspots in this part of Texas. The food was okay 
but restaurants are limited and quite a distance from 
the best birding spots, so it's best to take plenty of 
snacks and drinks with you.  
     On our way home, we stopped at Hope and spent the 
morning at Bois d'Arc Lake, checking out the various 
herons and egrets on the rookeries. But the heat soon 
got the best of us and we headed home. Overall, it was a 
fun and thrilling trip for both of us. 

 
 



 5 

ISSUE 3 IN NOVEMBER: THIS TIME, MAYBE NO PERMIT FIGHT AT ALL 
 
Anita Schnee, Attorney at Law 
Guest comentator 
 

     The proposed data center at Fourche Creek could be 
a model for how major economic development is 
moving into The Natural State. We might expect more of 
that if Issue 3, a proposed amendment to the Arkansas 
Constitution, passes in November. 
     The economic development playbill is familiar by 
now. A developer proposes a mega-project on creek 
bottomland. Wetlands would be filled, local 
communities imperiled, and species habitat fragmented. 
It’s left to the Audubon Society to call for hearings, 
mitigation, and disclosure of water and energy use. 
     If Issue 3 passes in November, developers could win 
the next fight even more easily.  
     The Issue 3 proposal allows the legislature to 
authorize “economic development districts” “without 
limitation.” These zones could be drawn anywhere. 
Appointed boards could freeze local tax bases, issue 
their own bonds, and “acquire land,” meaning, if 
necessary, by eminent domain just under a gentler 
name. 
     Arkansas already has tools for chasing big employers. 
Amendment 82 passed in 2004, allowing the legislature 
approve bond issuance for major projects. In 2016, they 
removed the original 5% cap on that borrowing. So this 
tool already exists, and it’s already unlimited. 
     Issue 3 would also drop Amendment 78’s 
requirement that economic development be pushed 
only in blighted, deteriorated areas. An Issue 3 district 
could commandeer pristine wetlands, farmland, or 
forest, by petition of landowners representing as little 
as 25% of a parcel. 
     Last year’s (2025) Act 576 created related “Industrial 
Development Authorities,” (IDA) with their own 
eminent-domain and bonding powers. But the invitation 
to set one up was declined by three counties in 
Northwest Arkansas. And IDA was passed by ordinary 
statute, and therefore open to amendment, as is 
apparently being considered for the January 2027 
session. Issue 3, on the other hand, would be 
constitutional and nearly impossible to undo. 
     Most alarmingly, Issue 3 exempts its districts from 
existing bans on lending public credit to private 
enterprise. These bans were written in to the Arkansas 
Constitution over 150 years ago, after the state was 
nearly bankrupted by 19th-century railroad-bond 
collapses. Now, once an Issue-3 district issues bonds, 
the structure would lock in. It couldn’t be shrunk or 
unwound without spooking bondholders, and 
bondholders must be paid, by the taxpayers if it comes 
to that. 
     A voter-approval clause looks reassuring, until you 
notice it only covers bonds repaid from property taxes. 

Bonds repaid any other way could issue without a 
public vote at all. 
     The Chamber of Commerce urges that Arkansas is the 
only state in the region without a local development-
district tool. Cities and counties could opt in to Issue 3 
districts on their own, bypassing state review and 
tailoring their own incentives. 
     For a Delta town trying to save Main Street, that 
flexibility could matter. But for anyone who’s been 
watching the ongoing fights against mega-projects, the 
trade-off should give pause. Issue 3 would let hyper-
scale development to be sited on land built for purpose, 
armed with land-acquisition power, financed through 
debt that could skip voter approval yet be backstopped 
by the public fisc, and with no requirement that before 
ground is broken, anyone weigh impact to habitat, 
water, community, or species.  
     All on the mere promise of jobs, for fear of losing out 
to Texas or Tennessee. 
     Senate Bill 647, the enabling legislation spelling out 
how Issue 3 districts would actually run, is a 31-page 
bill with hundreds of subsections. It was filed on the last 
working day of the last legislative session, once again on 
the promise of review in the January 2027 session. So 
we voters are being asked to enshrine the big concept 
before anyone has settled how it’s supposed to work. 
“Haste makes waste” comes to mind, as does barn doors 
bolted after the horse is gone. 
     This isn’t reasoned economic development. It’s a 
blank check drawn on the landscape, with unlimited 
authority granted from Little Rock, to be cashed by 
whichever board an appointed body hands it to. 
     I urge you to vote “no” on Issue 3 in November. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Common Nighthawk 
 

 
Photo: Michael Linz
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        ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. All trips are open to the public. You 
do not have to be an ASCA member to attend. Birders of all experience levels are welcome. You may 
leave a trip at any time. For more information, contact ASCA Field Trip Coordinator Sarah Morris 
at sarahmorris.ark@gmail.com or (870) 926-7127. Always bring plenty of water, comfortable 
walking shoes, binoculars, and scope (if available), snacks, and/or a lunch. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 19, 2026 
Pine Bluff Area 

 

     The group will meet at 9 a.m. at the 
Governor Mike Huckabee Delta Rivers 
Nature Center in Pine Bluff. This area 
has a mix of diverse habitats, including 
cypress and tupelo swamps, open water, 
and wetlands. Walking is on paved trails 
and boardwalks.  
     The next stop will be Boyd Point 
Wastewater Treatment Facility to look 
for waterfowl and gulls.  If time permits, 
we'll also stop by Lake Saracen. 
     Bring comfortable walking shoes, 
water, binoculars or scope (if available), 
and lunch. 
     Meeting location - Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission Governor Mike 
Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center, 
1400 Black Dog Drive, Pine Bluff. Meet in 
the large parking lot. 
     GPS: 34.239187, -91.990982 
     Little Rock area: Meet at 8 a.m. at the 
Dixon Road commuter lot, Exit 3 off        
I-530 South.  GPS: 34.67215202740333,           
-92.26640124582458). 
  

October – No Field Trips 
 

     There are no ASCA field trips planned 
in October. Instead we encourage 
birders from around the state to  attend 
the Birding Festival of the South in Hot 
Springs, scheduled October 8-10. For 
more information or to register visit: 
www.hotsprings.org/events. 
     The Arkansas Bird Alliance (formerly 
Arkansas Audubon Society) will be 
holding their 2026 Fall Conference in 
Russellville, October 16-17. To register 
for this event or for more information 
visit: https://arbirds.org.   

  

November 14, 2026 
Lake Maumelle - West Little Rock 
 

     The group will meet at 7:30 a.m. at 
WestRock Landing (formerly Jolly 

Rogers Marina) to search for loons, and 
other waterfowl. Stops will include 
Bufflehead Bay, Loon Point, and Vista 
Park to scan open water. The wooded 
trails will also be explored for winter 
forest birds. 
     There will be light walking on level 
trails in the moist soil units. The trip 
should finish by noon. 
     Bring a warm jacket and gloves, the 
wind off the lake can be cold, 
comfortable walking shoes, water, 
binoculars or scope (if available). 
     Meeting location – WestRock Landing 
11800 Maumelle Harbour Road, Roland. 
Located 10 miles west of Little Rock on 
Hwy. 10. 
     GPS: 34.8648042, -92.5660394 
_______________________________________________ 
      

Beginner Birder Outings 
September 5 – 23  

Two Rivers Park Bridge 
 

Ariana Remmel 
 

     Are you curious about birds or 
looking for opportunities to practice 
your bird watching skills? Join us for an 
outing designed for beginner birders 
and those who want to practice             
the basics.  
     Every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. and 
Saturday at 9 a.m. from September 5-23, 
we’ll walk a 1.5-mile loop through Two 
Rivers Park, starting from the bridge on 
River Mountain Road. A paved trail will 
take us over the Little Maumelle River, 
through vibrant pine-dominated woods, 
and alongside lush wetland habitat. As 
we go, two group leaders will cover 
skills such as how to use binoculars, how 
to identify birds, and how to use habitat 
clues to find birds. (We’ll have a few 
pairs of binoculars available to borrow 
during the outing.) Birders and nature 
enthusiasts of all experience levels are 
encouraged to participate.

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

 

Schedule 
 

 Sat., Sept. 5, at 9 a.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 9, at 7:30 a.m. 
 Sat., Sept. 12, at 9 a.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 16, at 7:30 a.m. 
 Sat., Sept. 19, at 9 a.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 23, at 7:30 a.m. 
  
 

     We’ll gather at the base of 
the bridge near the 
roundabout 15 minutes 
before the scheduled outing 
time. Look for the group by 
the interpretive sign about 
the Arkansas River Trail. If 
you arrive late, you can 
catch up with the group by 
following the bridge path.  
4468 River Mountain Rd, 
Little Rock, AR 72212 
GPS: 34.797585, -92.382828 
     Note – If using a maps 
app to navigate (which is 
encouraged), be sure to set 
the address as Two Rivers 
Park Bridge, NOT Two 
Rivers Park (which will take 
you to a different entrance). 
 

Inclement weather plan 
      

     If there’s heavy rain 
and/or lighting in the 
forecast for the morning, 
consider these trips can-
celled. There will not be     
any special announcement 
about cancellations, so use 
your best judgment. 
     For more information, 
contact project leader 
Ariana Remmel at: 
ariana.remmel@gmail.com. 

 

Access notes 
 

     The parking lot has a   
few ADA-compliant parking 
spaces. There are restrooms 
and a water fountain in the 
parking lot. The paved trail 
leading over the bridge and 
through the park is wheel-
chair accessible. The trail 
does not have evenly spaced 
benches, but picnic tables 
and seating will be available 
at our halfway point. 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:sarahmorris.ark@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/11800+Maumelle+Harbour+Road?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4468+River+Mountain+Rd,+Little+Rock,+AR+72223/@34.7975977,-92.3847564,836m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x87d2a18054416dd9:0x541778c3b47e1518!8m2!3d34.7976153!4d-92.3839732!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcyOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:ariana.remmel@gmail.com
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Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area 

June 20, 2026 
 
     It was an active morning at the south entrance 
parking lot of Bell Slough WMA. Before the field trip 
even began, several species were already making 
their presence known, including singing Painted 
Buntings, while Osprey, Cliff Swallows, Barn Swallows, 
and Prothonotary Warblers flew overhead. 
     Once we started walking the Kenny Vernon Nature 
Trail, we discovered a Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
perched near the trail. It provided excellent views 
before flying off. Thirty-six species were observed 
during the outing, including a curious Kentucky 
Warbler, a Ruby-throated Hummingbird sitting on her 
nest, and a group of eight Little Blue Herons that flew 
overhead. Prothonotary Warblers were a consistent 
presence throughout the walk. 
     The 1.72-mile walk also featured plenty of interesting 
plants, flowers, and mushrooms, along with several 
caterpillars, butterflies, and a Mississippi Mud Turtle.  
     If you haven't visited the trail recently, it is well 
worth a stop. 
 

Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D'Arc WMA 
July 11, 2026 

 

      Fourteen participates enjoyed exploring Dr. Lester 
Sitzes III Bois D'Arc Wildlife Management Area and lake. 
A total of 37 species were recorded. Highlights included 
Common (17) and Purple (13) Gallinules and their 
young, nine Anhingas,  and Great Blue, Little Blue, and 
Green Herons. The group tallied 1,532 Western Cattle-
Egrets seen at the rookeries. Other species included 
were Mississippi Kite, Red-headed Woodpecker, and 
several species of swallows. American alligators are 
scattered around the lake, and at one location, an 
alligator proved to be rather aggressive.  
 

 
Purple Gallinule | Photo: Michael Linz 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
August 8, 2026 

 
     Despite the rain, the trip to Bald Knob was a reward-
ing morning of birding, with 19 participants enjoying a 
great variety of species and several lifers for members 
of the group. 
     We began at Bald Knob NWR, where we focused 
primarily on the central agricultural fields. The refuge 
did not disappoint, with a particularly nice selection of 
waterfowl, wading birds, and terns. Highlights included 
Black-bellied and Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, a Roseate 
Spoonbill, and a Glossy Ibis among the White Ibises. 
Black Terns and Forster's Terns also made their 
presence known. 
 

 
Roseate Spoonbill | Photo: Michael Linz 

 
     The shorebird diversity was impressive, with Black-
necked Stilt, Least, Pectoral, Baird's, Upland, and 
Semipalmated Sandpipers, as well as a Semipalmated 
Plover, Wilson's Phalarope, Wilson's Snipe, and both 
Short-billed and Long-billed Dowitchers. 
     From the refuge, we traveled to a substation on 
Russell Road South in search of one of our target 
species, Western Kingbird. Fortunately, we found one.   
      Our final stop was Albert Hill Road, where we 
searched for Grasshopper Sparrows. We heard plenty 
and managed to see a few. 
     Although the weather was wet, the birds cooperated, 
and the group enjoyed a productive morning exploring 
the Bald Knob area. With a great mix of waterfowl, 
shorebirds, wading birds, and grassland species—and 
plenty of lifers—it was a memorable field trip. 
     The full trip report can be viewed at: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/557795. 
 

     Field Trip Reports  
Sarah Morris 

    

https://ebird.org/tripreport/557795
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 
Sherwood, AR 72124 
 
Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 

Return service requested. 

 

 

 

 
                Killdeer | Photo: Michael Linz 

 
    

 
 
           
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

Email address _______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5            $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
_____________________________________ 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/.  
_____________________________________ 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird  
Rehabilitator in your area visit: 
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/
migratorybird_rehablist.pdf.  
 
 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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