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First Clark's Grebe Documented in Arkansas

Patty McLean

Lake Maumelle, northwest of Little Rock, is a
popular birding destination in the winter. Some of
the biggest draws are loons, waterfowl, and gulls.
However, March 2025 proved to be something for the
history books with a single Clark's Grebe showing up
just off the tip of Bufflehead Bay Trail.

Initially there was significant debate as to whether
this was a Clark's or more likely a Western Grebe.
After all, a Clark's would be a first state record. This
wasn't the easiest time of year to distinguish between
these two species with the Western's bill edging
toward yellow and its black cap being somewhat
diminished around the eye. Early ornithologists once
considered these to be the same species until
evidence proved otherwise. With these same
precautions in play, birders were anxious to confirm
which grebe species this actually was, but that wasn't
an easy task. It would occasionally come in close to
shore, but just enough out of reach to show whether
there was a significant amount of white above the eye
to confirm it as a Clark's.

Birders are a determined group, and as several of
us were gathered along the shoreline, I decided to
wave down a fisherman to see if he could help us
with our "scientific endeavor." He agreed and we sent
Michael Linz out with him to capture some close-up
photos. We watched from shore as they approached
the bird, with us communicating with Michael by
phone. In the end, Michael captured a super photo
with the perfect field mark of the white being clearly
visible above the eye, showing the bird to indeed be a
Clark's Grebe.

Birders had already been showing up to see this
rarity, but now that the ID was confirmed, even more
came. One was Doris Boyles, a patron and a long-time
bird recorder. She and her daughter, Dottie, are tied
at #6 on the eBird All-Time Top Birders for the state,
with the Clark's Grebe being Arkansas species #361
for both of them. While Doris (age 90), is getting up in
years, she still has plenty of gumption, and it was that
sheer determination that gave her the strength to
walk the quarter-mile out to the point where she
could see the bird. It may have taken her much more
time with many rest stops to get there, but she did
and was rewarded for it. Kudos to a lady who
continues to be a shining example for all of us.

Clark's Grebe | Photo Michael Linz

There is more information on Lake Maumelle-
Bufflehead Bay Trail on the birding hotspot website,
https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L796628.
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May you live in interesting times. How
often have we heard this old saying? I can
think of no better observation to describe
the current period we find ourselves in.
Between the weather that has become
more erratic and the torrent of proposed
changes coming out of Washington, D.C,
change is in the air whether we like it or
not. If there is one thing I have learned over
time, people do not like change, especially
abrupt or dramatic change.

Since the weather has more immediate
impact on our lives, I tend to pay more
attention to it on a day-to-day basis. Who
wants to get caught out in a severe
thunderstorm with all the hazards known
to accompany such episodes? Here in
Arkansas, especially during this time of
year, it is always a good thing to start your
day with the current forecast.

While I should pay more attention to the
political news, 1 know from my three
decades in government, what is mandated
in D.C. takes time to work its way out
through the country. Despite the mania in
Washington to cut government services, we
will have to wait and see what actually
comes to pass. Another thing | have learned
is people get really riled up when benefits
are cut and services are discontinued. I
expect lawsuits galore to challenge the
these changes. Regardless of the eventual
outcome, the lawsuits will slow the
implementation of the current
administration’s initiatives.

To sooth news fatigue, the hubs and I
make a point to visit our local birding spots
at least once a week. Out along the river or
out in the fields, the politics of the day fall
to the wayside, dispatched by the wind on
our skin, the warmth of the sun, and bird
songs in nearby trees and shrubs. A day
long trip away from social media helps
remind us life abounds if we slow down to
look and listen as humans have done for
thousands of years.

[ realize our chosen way to ease the
strain of daily life does not work for
everyone. But I hope those reading this
have some hobby or passion that helps
recharge their well-being. There is plenty
of work to be done over the next few years.
Pace yourself. Do what you can, but do not
be afraid to step back when you must. Now
more than ever, it is important to stop and
smell the roses.

Have a good summer, and be sure to
mind the heat index.

Welcome New Members

Julia Acuna
Natalie Black
Ryan Dickerson
Valerie Hart
Sarah Labuda
Laura Winning

ABA Milestone Reached

Congratulations to Lance Runion
of Little Rock, who saw his 500th
American Birding Association Area
life bird on Friday, April 18, 2025.
He, along with 40 other birders,
viewed a female Code 4 Amur

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge in
southeast Texas. The diverse group
of Dbirders were guided by
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volunteers from Friends of
Anahuac Refuge to see the long-
staying subject bird which had
been at the discovery site since
first being found on December 19,
2024.

Even though the bird was far
away, Lance managed to capture a
quick photo of it.


mailto:kjkrajcir@gmail.com

Upcoming Programs “

NOTE — Meetings are held online via Zoom. Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

June 12, 2025
Chasing the Harpy Eagle in Guyana
Karen Holliday

Karen Holliday, along with three long-time birding
friends, spent two weeks in March in Guyana, South
America. Guyana has over 600 species of birds, and a
diverse mix of habitats, from mudflats along the
Atlantic coast, to pristine rainforests, large grassland
fields, rivers, and open savannahs. The mountain
birding included a canopy walkway. The Harpy Eagle
was the target bird for the group, which with
incredible luck they saw on the second day of the trip.
The group heard and saw a total of 283 species.
Their favorite animal was seeing two Giant Anteaters.

Karen retired from the Arkansas Bureau of
Legislative Research at the State Capitol where she
worked for 23 years. Before that she was director of
the Lawrence County Library system in Walnut
Ridge, AR. When she moved from Walnut Ridge to
Little Rock, she joined the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas. Participating in ASCA's activities, she met
many birders who encouraged her to expand her
birding efforts from backyard birds to birding
statewide, then internationally. She has traveled to all
seven continents and over 50 countries, many of
them birding trips.

July 10, 2025
Effects of Urbanization on Space Use and
Survival of a Resident Forest Owl
Dr. Mitchell Pruitt, University of Arkansas

Mitchell Pruitt, PhD is studying how urbanization
affects the Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio).
This species has historically been considered tolerant
to urban environments, but citizen science data
suggests this is not universally true, including in the
Northwest Arkansas Metro Area. In addition to an
overall lack of understanding how this species is
affected by urbanization, relatively little is known
about its basic life history despite being widespread.
Through this work, Mitchell, along with an

undergraduate at the University of Arkansas, are
using GPS and radio transmitters to study habitat
selection, nest site selection, and survival at sites
around Northwest Arkansas. This year (2025), marks
the first of three years for this project.

Mitchell is an avian ecologist who received his PhD
in Biology (2024) from the University of Arkansas,
where he is currently a visiting assistant professor,
and co-coordinator of the NSF-funded EcoREU
undergrad mentorship program. He is also director
and co-founder of Ozark Bird Conservancy, a new
501c3 research organization that seeks to conserve
birds and their habitats through research, education,
and outreach in the Interior Highlands. Mitchell has
studied birds for a decade and specializes in raptors.

August 14, 2025
American Kestrels in Northeast Arkansas:
Nest Box Use and Effects on Agricultural
Pests - Ty Sharrow, Ducks Unlimited

Ty Sharrow conducted research on American
Kestrels in the row-crop agricultural landscape of the
Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley in northeast
Arkansas. His work focused on how nest box
characteristics and surrounding habitat features
influence kestrel nest box use for both nesting and
winter roosting, as well as factors affecting nest
success. He also investigated how the presence of
nesting kestrels impacts local rodent, bird, and insect
communities, exploring their role in regulating
agricultural pest species.

Ty is originally from northeast Pennsylvania. He
received his Bachelor's degree in Wildlife Biology
from Keystone College in 2021, and has worked on
several bird related field projects across the U.S. He
went on to study at Arkansas State University where
he earned his Master's in Biology this past spring. Ty
now works at Ducks Unlimited National
Headquarters in Memphis, TN as a conservation
science assistant.



Global Big Day Results

Dottie Boyles

On May 10, 2025, 1.8 million birders from around
the globe participated in Global Big Day, a 24-hour
celebration of birds organized by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, an increase of .5 million participants
compared to 2024. Globally, more than 68,940
birders from 204 countries, more countries than ever
before, submitted 172,600 checklists, documenting
7,931 bird species.

Here in Arkansas, while the number of eBirders for
2025 was significantly down (221) compared to 2024
(701), the number of species was only 10 less than
last year (212). You can check the results by visiting
ebird.org/globalbigday and searching for Arkansas.

Global Big Day 2025 by the numbers in Arkansas
202 species
490 checklists
221 eBirders

Out of Arkansas's 75 counties, 46 submitted
complete checklists, and 51 had at least one species
submitted. Leaving 24 counties under birded.

In Pulaski County, thanks to an ASCA field trip,
Gillam Park recorded the most checklists (30) and
the most species (63). Sarah Morris submitted the

most checklist (8) and recorded the most species
with 88.

Top counties by number of species observed
White: 149
Benton: 139
Pulaski: 127
Washington: 124
Crawford: 113
Garland : 101
Clark: 94
Pope: 94
Faulkner: 93

. Baxter: 86
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Top counties by number of complete checklists
Pulaski: 90
White: 69
Benton: 38
Baxter: 37
Washington: 36
Crawford: 22
Garland: 21
Pope: 16
Faulkner: 16

. Clark: 14
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Texas and Alabama Road Trip for Rarities

Patty McLean

Michael Linz and I received an invitation from
Kenny Younger, a serious bird chaser in NW
Arkansas, asking if we'd like to join him and Josh
Mattlock on a trip to Anahuac National Wildlife
Refuge in Texas to see the Amur Stonechat, a mega
rarity for the U.S. Our schedule was clear, so off we
went. The folks managing visitors to see the
stonechat had very tight
protocols, particularly because it
was inside a closed area. Kenny
had miraculously found an open
time slot to get all of us in.

The walk, a little over a mile,
came to a brushy area where the
stonechat had been hanging out
since it was first spotted during
their 2024 Christmas Bird
Count. The Amur Stonechat is a
small bird, about the size and

Yellow-headed Caracara | Photo: Michael Linz
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energy of an Eastern Bluebird. This was a female,
making her even more difficult to see. But there she
was, hidden by the dry brushy limbs, then down to
the ground or across the field, not to be seen again for
several minutes. As she was, zipping from limb to
limb, we got frequent brief looks, but heard no
vocalizations. When our time was up, we left to make
room for the next set of
registered guests. It was an
interesting experience and a life
bird for all of us.

Since the day was young, we
headed to Galveston Island to
look for an immature Yellow-
headed Caracara being seen near
the fishing pier. No luck that
afternoon, so Michael and I
booked a room at a Best Western
across the street from the pier.

See Road Trip for Rarities page 7



Field Trip Schedule

ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all, and carpooling is available for trips outside of
Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a
chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip
Coordinator, at ladyhawkel@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you.

June 7, 2025
Willow Beach Park and Campground
Scott, Pulaski County

Meet at 8:00 am. at Willow Beach Park and
Campground near Scott. The picnic/campground
area is easy walking on level, paved and grassy areas
bordering the Arkansas River. It offers a mix of
habitats, from large cottonwood trees full of
Baltimore and Orchard Orioles, Warbling Vireos,
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and
Prothonotary Warblers. Multiple swallow species
skim the grassy areas. River species include gulls,
terns, and cormorants. Egrets and herons lurk in the
marshy areas. A nearby neighborhood is a gathering
spot for Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks and Great-
tailed Grackles. A recent birding trip to the park
netted 48 species. This will be a morning trip.

From Little Rock, take 1-440 east past the airport,
then take U.S. Highway 165 east for 2.5 miles. Turn
right onto Colonel Maynard Road and continue for
three miles. Turn right again onto Blue Heron
Parkway and follow signs to Willow Beach.

GPS: 34.695944,-92.136181.

July 19,2025
Dr. Lester Sitzes, III Bois D'Arc WMA
Hope, Hempstead County

Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the south end of the commuter
parking lot at the [-630/1-430 intersection at
Shackleford Road in Little Rock. We'll stop at the
McDonald's in Hope (Exit 30 off 1-30) around 8:45
a.m. for those in south Arkansas who would like to
join us. Look for Great-tailed Grackles at McDonald's.
We should arrive at Bois D’Arc WMA at 9:15 a.m. Our
target birds will be Purple and Common Gallinules
and their chicks, Anhingas, Black-bellied Whistling-
Ducks, Least Bitterns, herons, egrets, and possibly an
alligator or two. Very little walking will be involved.
Bring scopes, plenty of water, snacks, and lunch.

There are several restaurants in Hope if you prefer to
eat lunch in town.

Bois D‘Arc WMA is located 10 miles south of Hope.
Take Exit 30 off [-30 and go east. Continue past
McDonald’s, then under the railroad overpass. At the
light at the big intersection, turn right onto Hwy. 67.
Go 1/3 of a mile. At the brown sign, turn left onto
Hwy. 174. Take Hwy. 174 south six miles to the
three-way stop sign at Spring Hill. Turn right onto
Hwy. 355. Go west for four miles. Turn right at the
white wooden WMA sign just before the highway
ends in the lake. Follow the paved road, then turn left
onto the first gravel road and go down to the lake.
GPS: 33.558062,-93.694239

August 23, 2025
Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge
Bald Knob, White County

Meet at 7:00 a.m. in North Little Rock on the east
side of The Other Center, in the parking lot next to
McDonald’s. The Other Center is on McCain Blvd.
across from McCain Mall. Take Exit 1 west off 1-57
(U.S. Hwy. 67/167). We'll arrive at Bald Knob NWR
headquarters building around 8:30 a.m. for those
who want to meet us there. If running late, look for
the line of cars parked along Coal Chute Road. This
federal refuge is also a National Audubon Important
Bird Area. Target birds will be shorebirds, herons,
night-herons, and egrets, with a possibility of Wood
Storks and Roseate Spoonbills. It could be very hot so
bring plenty of water, snacks, sunscreen, and a hat. If
you have a scope, bring it. Very little walking will be
involved.

There is no bathroom on-site. There is a
McDonald’s just off I-57 at Bald Knob Exit 55. Go to
www.fws.gov/baldknob/ for driving directions and
more information about the refuge.

GPS: 35.260233,-91.571903



http://www.ascabird.org/
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Field Trip Reports

Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator

Delta Rivers Nature Center and Boyd Point
Wastewater Treatment Facility
March 15, 2025

Unfortunately, Mother Nature did not cooperate
for this field trip. With thunderstorms and heavy
rains covering the southern half of the state Saturday
morning, the decision was made to cancel the trip.

Karen Holliday drove through the darkness and
rain to the Dixon Road parking area to meet anyone
who may not have received the message the field trip
was cancelled. When no one showed up, she gladly
headed back home. As Karen put it, the weather was
miserable that morning.

Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area
April 19, 2025

Because of recent heavy rains, the boardwalk
entrance to Bell Slough WMA was flooded, however
we were able to enter through the yellow gate at the
shale quarry entrance.

Our first stop was to the large open field with the
levees. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
(AGFC) designates these structured areas as Moist
Soil Units (MSU). It uses the same designation at all
their WMAs that have the same structure.

The MSUs were very overgrown with tall weeds
and the levees had deep grass. We opted not to walk
out into the MSUs because snakes love to hide in the
grass, especially cottonmouths. None of us wanted to
accidentally step on a snake. The units contained
several Great Egrets, a few Little Blue Herons, and a
Great Blue Heron. Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks did
a flyover along with two groups of Greater and Lesser
Yellowlegs. The few areas with open water contained
Blue-winged Teal, Wood Ducks, Canada Geese, and a
single Solitary Sandpiper.

We were able to walk the trail to the overlook
observation benches and to the photo blind. At the
blind, our only Prothonotary Warbler made an up-
close appearance delighting everyone. We had seven
species of warblers, three Swainson's Thrush, one
Gray-cheeked Thrush, a Gray Catbird, and several

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. Blue-gray Gnat-
catchers seemed to be everywhere. We heard and
saw White-eyed, Red-eyed, and Yellow-throated
Vireos. Our final total was 45 species.

Everyone was grateful the forecasted rain was a
no-show, which meant we were able to keep birding
until almost noon.

Gillam Park and David D. Terry Lock and Dam
May 10, 2025

The Audubon Society of Central Arkansas celebrated
World Migratory Bird Day/Global Big Day with bird
walks through Gillam Park and David D. Terry Lock
and Dam. Spring migration never fails to deliver the
birds. It took most of the day to cover both areas.

We started at Gillam Park. Gillam never
disappoints in spring. There we found two Wood
Ducks perched in a tree, 25 Great Egrets, and one
Great Blue Heron. We saw four flycatcher species,
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested
Flycatcher, and three Least Flycatchers. Our five vireo
species included Red-eyed, White-eyed, Philadelphia,
Yellow-throated, and Warbling. Among the 14
warbler species were Black-and-white, Nashville,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Magnolia, Bay-breasted,
Chestnut-sided, Golden-winged, Blue-Winged,
Canada, and Wilson's Warblers, American Redstart,
Common Yellowthroat, and Northern Parula. Also
included in the mix were two Gray Catbirds, two
Summer Tanagers, and a surprise Scarlet Tanager.

See Field Trip Report continued on page 7
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Chestnut-sided Warbler | Photo: Michael Linz



Field Trip Report

Continued from page 6

One gentleman spotted a Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron, which everyone got great looks at. The best
part, it was a life bird for him. What a bonus to find
your very own life bird.

On the way to David D. Terry Lock and Dam, we
found a large and very vocal flock of Bobolinks in the
field just before you make the turn onto Damsite
Road. Included in the field were dozens of Dickcissels,
Red-winged Blackbirds, Eastern Kingbirds, and a
Northern Bobwhite was heard calling.

At Terry Lock and Dam we found four lingering
American White Pelicans, a Mississippi Kite, Orchard
and Baltimore Orioles, Indigo Bunting, as well as Red-
headed, Red-bellied, and Downy Woodpeckers. The
Downy Woodpecker also included a chick poking its
head out of a nest hole, waiting on its next meal. With
a little help from another birder, we found a well
camouflaged Bald Eagle perched in a small tree out in
the river and close to shore. Our final spectacular
bird for the day was an extremely cooperative male
Painted Bunting, showing off his gorgeous plumage.
We were briefly distracted from the bunting when

one of our group almost stepped on a Prairie Rat
Snake. The snake was not at all concerned about us
standing over it and watching while it slithered into a
crawdad hole with the tip of a skink tail hanging out
of its mouth. It was happy to go into the crawdad
hole, and finish eating its catch of the day.

A stop at the Valero station on Fourche Dam Pike
netted six Great-tailed Grackles. With no rain and
temperatures in the 60s, it was a great day to be out
birding. We ended the day with a total of 81 species.

A few of the 27 field trip participants to David D. Terry
Lock and Dam. | Photo: Dottie Boyles

Road Trip for Rarities

Continued from page 4

We met Josh in the morning and started our search, but to
no avail. However, we saw a report saying the bird had
been seen the evening before behind the Best Western. So,
we visited some interesting birding areas around the
island and met back at the hotel around 5:00 p.m. A
birding couple we'd met earlier in the day was there. They
had just seen the caracara
flying around and land in a
palm tree. We slowly crept up
to the tree and there it was,
inside the palm tree, nibbling
on something it seemed to have
stashed away. A life bird for
Josh and a U.S. bird for us.
Unfortunately, Kenny had to
return home and missed this
little side adventure.

The next day, due to
forecasted heavy rains, we
nixed our plans to go to the

Lower Rio Grande. Still filled with the joy of having such
adventures, we decided to head for Dauphin Island off the
coast of Alabama. It was a little early for most migrants,
but our target, a Gray Gull, was even more alluring. It had
been reported on the eastern edge of the island, so we
booked a nearby room and off we went. Having lived in
and birded Georgia for several
years, | had been missing my bi-
annual trips to the coast, so this
trip was extra special for me. Sea
and salt, gulls and terns,
oystercatchers and shorebirds,
and a single, most beautiful Gray
Gull, right there on the rock jetty
just feet away. A life bird for
both of us.

Did I mention fresh gulf
shrimp? The edible kind. A total
treat and a great way to end our
non-planned spring vacation.
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
Chapter Only Membership Application

Name

Address

City State Zip
E-mail address

ASCA Dues Proration for New Members

Jan-Mar  Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec*
Membership Level 100% 75% 50% 100%
__Student/Senior $10 $ 750 $ 500 $10

__Regular $15  $1125 $ 750  $15
~_Family $25  $18.75 $1250 $25
__Supporting $35
__Patron $50

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership
for the following calendar year.

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid
online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below.

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to: Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805
Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only
Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine,
you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only
Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O.
Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211. If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company
and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001.

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our
mission is to encourage programs and
activities supporting all things natural, wild,
and free, especially birds, bird habitat
stability and improvement, as well as to
promote fellowship among members,
educate and inspire the public, and
champion the highest standards of ethical
outdoor conduct.

Reporting a Banded Bird

To report a bird with a Federal Band or
Color Marker you can visit the U.S.
Geological Survey website:

www.reportband.gov/.

Find an Injured Bird?

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website:
http: //www.agfc.com/species/Documents

migratorybird rehablist.pdf.


http://www.asca.org/
http://www.reportband.gov/
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf

