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County Bicycle Big Year 
 
Ragan Sutterfield 
 

     This past fall I read Dorian Anderson’s Birding Under 
the Influence: Cycling Across America in Search of Birds 
and Recovery. It’s the amazing story of Anderson’s cross 
country, human powered Big Year, in which he cycled 
coast to coast and tallied 618 species. Without the time 
or energy for such a trek myself, as 2023 came to a 
close, I began to think about a slower, more relaxed Big 
Year effort. By New Year’s Day this idea had settled into 
a simple goal: to see 200 species of birds in Pulaski 
County by bicycle or on foot. The only birds I’m 
counting toward this list are those seen after leaving my 
house by my own power. As of this writing in mid-
February, I’m over 85 species with many easy to find 
birds still ahead. 
     Birding by bicycle has been a joy. I’m able to get some 
good exercise and bird at the same time. It has also 
helped me clue into some great birding spots near my 
house I’d never noticed. For instance, I live a short ride 
from what was once Cajun’s Wharf on the Arkansas 
River. I found this area has a good mix of gulls, ducks, 

and other birds traveling the river. When the cold 
weather iced over many of the lakes, I bundled up and 
biked to this spot to see what birds were on the river.  I 
found Common Goldeneyes, Green-winged Teal, and 
Herring Gulls along with the more usual species just 10 
minutes from my house.  
     I have been birding in Pulaski County since I was 12 
years old. After time out of the state during college and 
beyond, returning to my home county has been an 
invitation to re-engage with birding here in a new way. 
And while I’m always tempted to head off to Atkins 
Bottoms or Bald Knob NWR, this bicycle big year effort 
is helping me bird more deeply right where I am. It’s not 
a mode of birding for everyone, but after a month and a 
half in, it has proven to be a deeper way for me to 
engage with the birds I love and enjoy the great 
opportunities for cycling Little Rock provides.  
     We’ll see where the year goes, but I hope whatever 
record I set will be one that tempts others in the field to 
break it.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Bird Count Results 

 
Kevin Krajcir, CBC Complier 
 

     For the Little Rock Christmas Bird Count (CBC) held 
December 16th, 31 field birders and eight feeder-
watchers (with overlap between the two) tallied 16,385 
birds of 93 species over a collective 55 hours and 247 
miles. For some, it was their first CBC, so I appreciate 
them taking the plunge.  
     It was a drizzly day, but at least not too cold. It 
seemed that both the birders and the birds appreciated 
the clouds parting and the rain stopping mid-morning. 
     This year, we recorded a record high number of 
White-breasted Nuthatches (32, beating the previous 
record by two). Species with fewer than 10 records 
across the history of this count observed this year were: 
three American Wigeon (surprisingly, only the 
8th record), one Green Heron (an amazing 1st record 
found by Dottie Boyles and Karen Konarski-Hart), one 

Peregrine Falcon (6th record, but always a treat), and 
15 Great-tailed Grackles (1st record, but surely to 
become more regular). 
      For the Lonoke CBC held December 17th, 17 birders 
tallied 131,987 individuals of 92 species over a 
collective 31 hours and 145 miles. With the rain from 
the day before gone, it was a relatively pleasant, albeit 
chilly, day.  
     Notable species with fewer than ten records included 
one Western Grebe (a great 1st record found by Kenny 
and LaDonna Nichols and seen by many others that 
day), 42 Black-crowned Night-Herons (6th record and a 
new high count), and one Say's Phoebe (2nd record). 
     Every year is different, things change, and that's why 
we keep counting! 
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Cindy Franklin 
ASCA President 
 

     Spring is in the air even though the 
calendar says we have another month of 
winter ahead. The signs are everywhere. 
For the past few weeks, Northern Cardinals 
and American Robins have become more 
aggressive in running off competitors. 
White-throated Sparrows are now sporting 
bright stripes and singing everywhere. 
Canada Geese have paired off and woe to 
any other goose that gets too close. Male 
Mourning Doves are showing more interest 
in chasing the ladies. And that harbinger of 
the breeding season has returned to the 
neighborhood. Two days ago, Brown-
headed Cowbirds, two males and three 
females, perched silently at the top of a 
high tree studiously watching the comings 
and goings in the surrounding landscape.   
     Plants, too, are waking up. Bluets, Spring 
Beauties, crocus, and early daffodils are 
blooming. Several of my shrubs including 
American Beautyberries, Red Buckeyes, 
and Oak-leafed Hydrangeas are budding. 
The squirrels and/or chipmunks manage to 
get most of the buckeye seeds I planted last 
fall. They missed one and it put forth new 
leaves. Herbaceous perennials such as 
goldenrod, and Agastache hyssop are 
starting to put out new growth. On 
February 13, in Maumelle, I saw a tree with 

pollen strands dangling from its branches. 
My weather apps are already issuing pollen 
alerts. Can yellow season be far away? 
     In the Delta east of Little Rock, farmers 
have started working their drier fields. 
Crop dusters are already in the air near 
England and Keo. 
     It seems early for all this activity, and 
perhaps it is. I have lived in Arkansas for 
four decades. During all those years spring 
has crept forward from March into 
February with occasional relapses into late 
winter weather. The late Richard Allin, a 
columnist for the former Arkansas Gazette, 
dubbed these episodes the Snow Tire and 
Frozen Daffodil Festival.  
     If you haven’t already done spring 
cleanup on your property and you can 
afford to wait a little longer, do so. Leaves 
and “dead vegetation” including hollowed 
out stems provide shelter for any number 
of pollinators and butterflies overwintering 
on your property. Yes, your place may look 
a little shaggy for another six weeks or so, 
and yes, your neighbors may indulge in 
judgmental behavior. This is part of the 
pollinator habitat many of us work hard to 
encourage during the summer months. 
     May your birding be good and your 
plants flourish is 2024. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Don't Let Your  
Membership Lapse 

 
     Just a reminder, ASCA membership 
renewals were due January 1, 2024 and can 
be paid on-line via PayPal through the 
membership page at www.ascabird.org. 
     Checks can be made out to ASCA and 
mailed to Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 
Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211.  
 
     Membership Level 
          Regular Membership – $15.00 
          Students/Seniors – $10.00 
          Family – $25.00  
          Supporting – $35.00 
          Patron – $50.00   

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Ryland Brown 
Fred Hendricks 
Meredith Lusk 
Uta Meyer 
Regan Sutterfield 
_______________________________________ 

 

County Milestone Reached 
 
     Quite some time ago, Nancy Young began 
a quest to record birds in every county in 
Arkansas, 75 in all. After many miles and 
endless hours of birding, she achieved that 
goal the first week of January 2024, with a 
visit to Mississippi County. She's now 
working on adding more species to several 
of those counties. Congratulations Nancy!  
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All upcoming programs are held online via Zoom. To find and register for each 
meeting visit delta.audubon.org/events . After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

     March 14, 2024 – All Things eBird  
Taylor Long and Ariana Remmel 

 

     Keeping records in eBird has changed the birding landscape, providing an 
amazing tool for birdwatchers and ornithologists alike. But how can we get 
all of what eBird has to offer and be sure that our records provide the best 
data possible to help understand and save the birds we love? In this 
presentation, we’ll be talking with Taylor Long, Arkansas's eBird Reviewer, 
and Ariana Remmel, a Central Arkansas regional reviewer about all things 
eBird.   
     Taylor Long was born and raised in Fayetteville but spent most of his 
post-college years living elsewhere. A rather circuitous career path led 
him to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in 2016, where he's worked as a 
web designer for eBird ever since. In 2022, he relocated back to 
Fayetteville, where he continues to work remotely. He currently serves 
as the field trip coordinator for the Northwest Arkansas Audubon 
Society, and eBird reviewer for the state of Arkansas. 
     Ariana Remmel is a science journalist, Birdnote contributor, and a Central 
Arkansas regional eBird reviewer.   
     Bring your burning eBird questions and learn how to avoid some of the 
common mistakes when using the tool.   
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

April 11, 2024 – Landscaping for Ecological Health 
Hannah Keltner, Ecological Design Group 

 

     Hannah Keltner is a landscape designer for Ecological Design Group 
(EDG), a landscape architecture and civil engineering firm in Little Rock, AR. 
     Hannah grew up in Little Rock, where she developed a deep appreciation 
for nature through careful observation and gardening. She completed her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture, as well as her Master of 
Landscape Architecture from Auburn University. Hannah spent much of her 
time in grad-school working as a graduate research assistant in 
experimental meadow research, which allowed her to explore the 
relationship between ecological restoration and design through hands-on 
fieldwork. She is passionate about supporting healthy ecosystems and 
engaging with the beauty and messiness of natural landscapes.   
     Hannah will be sharing about her work for EDG in general, but especially 
the wetland restoration project she is designing for the Port of Little Rock.  
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

May 2024 – No Meeting 
 

     Please note: ASCA does not hold a meeting in May. Instead we encourage 
everyone to go birding and enjoy spring migration! 

 
     World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is held the second Saturday of May. 
WMBD highlights and celebrates the migration of nearly 350 species of 
birds to North America. Please join ASCA on May 11, as we celebrate WMBD 
with a bird walk to Gillam Park, Little Rock Audubon Center, and Little Rock 
Port Authority area. Trip details on page 6 of this issue. 
 

  

Upcoming Programs 
 

 

New ASCA Webmaster 
 
Dawna Stirrup  
 

     When I was a child, I used to travel 
with my grandmother all over the U.S. 
and Canada. During those long hours in 
the car, I'd often entertained myself 
asking what each crop or bird was along 
the road. All summer we'd camp or walk 
around observing flowers and birds. I 
was always looking for the ever-elusive 
Pileated Woodpecker. One summer at 
camp I threw a fit because my uncle was 
only taking the boys snipe hunting. I 
went to the camp library, found a bird 
book, and learned everything I could 
about snipes to bolster my argument for 
inclusion. My uncle tried to kindly take 
me aside and tell me it was a joke, snipe 
didn't really exist. When that didn't 
work, he tried to tell me they weren't 
native to the region. I showed him the 
book. After that chat he stopped taking 
anyone on snipe hunts, but I kept 
reading about birds.  
     Eventually I went to college where I 
busied myself with classes in 
Elementary Education and Computer 
Science. College didn’t leave much time 
for hobbies, so birding took a back seat. 
When the pandemic hit, I took up the 
hobby of bird watching. Admittedly, I 
didn't know what I was doing or even 
have a pair of binoculars, but I started 
participating in eBird's monthly 
challenges and soon was submitting a 
checklist every day. And I finally saw a 
Pileated Woodpecker.  
     My daughter tells her friends that I'm 
a "bird expert" with a huffy sigh. I have 
finally "made it" as a birder.  
     At the ASCA Christmas party, I was 
asked if I would be willing to take over 
the duties of Webmaster, and agreed to 
do so. I hope to be able to keep online 
communications flowing so everyone 
can find the necessary information to 
participate in ASCA activities. My first 
act as Webmaster is to develop an ASCA 
Facebook Group page that all are 
welcome to join. You can find it at:  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/asc
abird or search for it under the name 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. 
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What ASCA Means to Me 
 
Dottie Boyles 
 

     Recently, I was going through some old Snipe news-
letters and ran across a column written by Bill Shepherd 
in 2007. In it he wrote, "Let me know what ASCA means 
to you." At the time, participation in meetings and field 
trips had dropped significantly. Bill had been elected 
president and wanted to increase membership. 
     ASCA has come a long way since those days and for 
those of us who have been involved for a while, ASCA is 
more than just something to do on your day off. It's a 
way to connect with others who feel the same about 
birds and the environment they live in, as you do. 
Below, I've included the column Bill wrote for The Snipe 
(Vol. 41, Issue 2), and asked a few others to share what 
ASCA means to them as well. 
 
Bill Shepherd 
President's Column, The Snipe-2007  
     I thank the members of ASCA who, at last month's 
business meeting elected me for a term as chapter 
president. It is an honor to hold that office, especially to 
assume it immediately following three-term President 
Drew Phillips. Such a dedicated guy! His personal 
commitment to this organization is my inspiration, and 
I'll try not to let you down.  
     It almost goes without saying that ASCA is well off 
financially but struggling in terms of the number of 
people currently involved. Our best hope, I believe, is to 
build on our strengths. And I think we need a dialogue 
about what our strengths are. So I invite all of you to 
take part in such a discussion.  
     Please, every one of you, write to me soon and give 
me, in a prioritized fashion, your views concerning the 
best things ASCA has going for it. Let me know what 
ASCA means to you. I'll compile the responses and we'll 
talk about them at a meeting this spring.  
     I'll begin the process by telling you what ASCA means 
to me. In 1954--give or take a year--I attended my first 
meeting of this chapter.  I was in high school at the time 
and had no wheels; it was my aunt, Mary Sue Shepherd, 
who brought me into town to see what the Audubon 
people were doing. The meeting was held in the 
basement auditorium of the old Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission building behind the State Capitol.  
     That evening must have had quite an impact on me, 
because I joined soon after and have been an Audubon 
member ever since. I suspect that the meeting became a 
turning point in my life because it was the first time I 
ever sat in a room full of people who shared my interest 
in birds and in protecting birds and their habitats. 
Before that, there had been only a few family members 
and an even smaller number of friends with whom I 
could share those interests. Here now were dozens of 
people from whom I could learn; and this many people 

with a common objective stood a chance of actually 
accomplishing something. What a heady notion!  
     It's no different today.  
 
Dan Scheiman 
     For me, ASCA has meant fellowship with other 
birders; getting to better know my friends, making new 
friends, sharing in the joy of birding. I don’t mind 
birding by myself, but it is a lot more fun and 
memorable to share the experience with others. It is 
rewarding to help others see life birds; recharging to 
share in the excitement of someone seeing a new bird 
for them that is an old bird for me. Of course earlier it 
was the more seasoned ASCA members who helped me 
see new birds for my state list, like Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow, Cerulean Warbler, and Red-necked Phalarope. 
     ASCA plays an invaluable role in bringing birders 
together to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and 
inspire a greater love for birds and birding, without 
which there would surely be a noticeable, lamentable 
void. Here in Door County, WI, there is no Audubon 
chapter, no bird club, no organized bird walks apart 
from nonprofit events aimed at tourists. There is a 
county listserv, but it was made clear to me soon after I 
moved that few use it to share sightings. So I decided to 
set a good example by regularly sharing my sightings, 
while encouraging other active birders to do the same. 
I’ve received private responses that express 
appreciation, but also frustration that there is no sense 
of birding community, that every birder is on their own. 
So on occasion I’m posting open invitations for others to 
join me on informal outings. I had a great day helping 
four others see life birds like Hooded Merganser, Snow 
Bunting, and Lapland Longspur. One couple told me it 
renewed their interest in actively birding again! You are 
all lucky to be a part of ASCA, don’t take it for granted. 
     I am especially grateful that I joined ASCA because I 
met my wife Samantha on the August 2007 field trip to 
Bald Knob NWR. She was the college student without a 
car, and I was the one willing to pick her up along the 
way. “Who needs eHarmony when you have eBird,” she 
likes to joke. And who needs ASCA? We all do. 
 
Karen Holliday 
     When I moved to Little Rock in 1996, a co-worker 
found out I had been watching birds since I was a kid. 
She kept encouraging me to contact Drew Phillips, ASCA 
president at the time, about attending one of their field 
trips. A couple of years later, I finally went on my first 
field trip. What an amazing experience! I connected 
with a wonderful community of like-minded people 
who quickly became good friends. Many birders in    
who                                                                Continued on page 5 
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What ASCA Means cont. 
 
Continued from page 4 
 

those early days took me under their wing and taught 
me so much about our avian friends.   
     Years later, here I am, leading our ASCA monthly field 
trips. Now it's my great pleasure to pay it forward, 
helping new birders learn to identify new species, 
explore new birding spots, expand their birding 
knowledge, and make new forever birding buddies.  
     Birding brings so many new opportunities and joy.  
Plus, it continues to challenge us, there’s always 
something new to learn. 
     Now I travel the world, to encounter new birds, 
experience new cultures and countries, and meet other 
crazy twitchers.  Thank you ASCA! 
 
Dottie Boyles 
     Until the year 2000, I was just a casual birder. I 
noticed birds, knew a few by name, but never really 
pursued it as a hobby. That changed in 2000 when the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission began a program 
called Wings Over Arkansas. Here you recorded your 
sightings and received a pin and certificate based on the 

number of birds you saw. My mom, Doris Boyles, and I 
saw this as a challenge we couldn't resist. However, 
where to find most of the birds on the checklist was a 
mystery to us.  
     In July 2001, I attended my first ASCA field trip. It 
was to Mount Magazine. I carpooled with Barry Haas 
and Bill Holiman. On the drive up and back they shared 
many bird stories. They and others made sure I saw 
every bird that day, and many, like Scarlet Tanager, for 
the first time. Everyone made me feel so welcome. 
     The next trip in August 2001, was to Bald Knob NWR. 
This was Mom's first field trip. Not many people had 
scopes back then, but Kenny and LaDonna Nichols made 
sure everyone saw the birds. Mom and I were hooked! 
     Joining ASCA has meant sharing a love of birds and 
nature with like-minded people. Making life-long 
friends, exploring new places with them, and making 
memories along the way. ASCA's monthly programs 
continue to expand my knowledge of birds and their 
habitat needs. I'll always be grateful I attended my first 
field trip many years ago.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Arctic Blast Brings Nice Surprises 
 
Patty McLean 
 

     January's Arctic Blast brought in several nice 
surprises around the state, particularly for those 
intrepid birders who dared to venture outside. During 
the big freeze, fields and ponds were frozen and large-
bodied lakes provided open 
water for thousands of geese 
and waterfowl, including Red-
necked Grebe, Black Scoter, 
Common Merganser, Cackling 
Goose, and Trumpeter Swan. 
     One bird that showed up 
after the blast was an im-
mature Glaucous Gull. It may 
have been a one-day wonder, 
but when found that morning 
by Kenny Nichols at the 
Dardanelle Dam site, word got 
out and several birders were 
eager to see this species for 
the first time. We watched as 
it grabbed shad and was then attacked by ring-bills and 
pelicans, trying to steal its prize. And, yes, they were 
successful. Watching a pelican do this and gobble up the 
stolen shad was quite entertaining. And then it would 
happen again, with ring-bills in chase. I suspect this is 
the Glaucous Gull's karma. It is a kleptoparasitic species 

and is known to steal food from other gulls. Well, they 
were giving it back to him that day. 
      Several Black Scoters were reported around the state 
this winter, but it wasn't until the one at Lake 

Dardanelle showed up that 
we decided to go for it. We 
organized a local group and 
headed that way on a very 
cold and windy day. We 
eventually made it to Kenny 
Nichols's place and located it 
in a huge flotilla of ducks and 
other waterfowl. We then 
went to another location near 
Piney Point and relocated the 
scoter as we stood there 
facing the icy wind, our eyes 
and hands freezing. This 
didn't deter any of the 
determined souls who now 

could happily count this species as a LIFER. 
     Cackling Goose was once a more regular sighting in 
Arkansas. Not as common nowadays, so it's always a 
treat when one shows up. The frozen fields attracted six 
cacklings to Beaverfork Lake in Conway, giving several 
local birders the opportunity to see this rather cute 
cousin of the Canada Goose. 

 

Photo: Michael Linz 
 

Glaucous Gull 
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March 16, 2024 
Delta Rivers Nature Center, Boyd Point Water 

Treatment Plant and surrounding areas 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Dixon Road commuter lot, 
Exit 3 off I-530 South. We’ll arrive at the Governor Mike 
Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center in Pine Bluff 
around 8:00 a.m. We’ll bird the parking lot until the 
center opens at 8:30 a.m. The area has diverse habitats 
such as cypress and tupelo swamps, open water, and 
wetlands. Lingering sparrows, wrens, egrets, and 
herons will be our main targets. Walking is on paved 
trails and boardwalks.  
     Next stop will be Boyd Point Water Treatment Plant 
to look for waterfowl and gulls. If time permits, we’ll 
also check Lake Saracen and Wilbur West Road.  
     Bring water, snacks, and lunch. The trip can last into 
the afternoon. Participants are welcome to leave at any 
time. 
     From the Dixon Rd. commuter lot, take I-530 south to 
Pine Bluff for 35 miles until I-530 becomes Hwy. 65B 
(Exit 35). Go six miles, continuing past Lake Saracen. 
Turn left onto Regional Park Drive. Continue on 
Regional Park Dr. approximately 1.2 miles. Turn right 
onto 1400 Black Dog Road.  Follow signs to the Nature 
Center. Website: www.deltarivers.com.  
     GPS: 34.239187, -91.990982.   

 

April 20, 2024 
Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area 

 
     Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the main entrance to Bell Slough 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA) off Hwy. 365. Our 
target birds will be spring migrants. Bell Slough is a mix 
of ecosystems consisting of 2,040 acres of woodlands 
and wetlands situated between Little Rock and the 
Mayflower/Conway region. To date 117 bird species 
have been documented for the area, including the 
adjacent waterfowl resting habitat. The Bell Slough 
Kenny Vernon Nature Trail consists of three connecting 
trails, each ranging in length from a half-mile to 2 1/4 
miles. The WMA has a nice mix of wildflowers that 
attract numerous butterflies. Wear study walking shoes. 
This will be a morning trip.   
     From Little Rock, go west on I-40. Exit I-40 at 
Mayflower (Exit 135) and turn east (right) at the light 
onto Hwy. 89. Then turn south (right) just past the 

commuter parking lot onto the service road. Follow the 
service road paralleling I-40, then veer right at the fork. 
Follow this road until you cross the Palarm Creek 
bridge. Turn left into the WMA parking lot.  
     GPS: 34.946164, -92.407896 
 

 

May 11, 2024 
Gillam Park and Little Rock Audubon Center 

 
     Join our field trip to celebrate World Migratory Bird 
Day and experience the excitement of spring migration. 
Of the more than 650 species of North American 
breeding birds, more than half are migratory. Birds will 
be moving from their wintering grounds to summer 
nesting sites. It will be a great day to be outside 
enjoying nature.   
     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at Gillam Park in the far parking lot. 
Gillam has excellent habitat for spring warblers. There 
will be moderate walking on fairly level, but possibly 
muddy trails.  
     Once finished at Gillam, we’ll drive to the Little Rock 
Audubon Center (LRAC) and walk the wildlife 
observation trail. Last, we’ll head to Industrial Harbor 
Road and David D. Terry Lock and Dam to look for 
Western Kingbirds and Painted Buntings.  
     Bring water and snacks, the trip can last into early 
afternoon. Wear sturdy walking shoes or hiking boots. 
     Directions—Gillam Park is in southeast Little Rock 
near the airport. Address is 5300 Gillam Park Road, 
Little Rock. Take I-30 West heading south from Little 
Rock. Then exit onto I-440 going towards the airport.  
Take Exit 1-Springer Road. At the bottom of the exit 
ramp, turn left onto Springer Road. Go approximately 
one-mile to just past the LRAC. Turn right onto Gillam 
Park Road. Follow it into the park to the last parking lot. 
     GPS: 34.698684, -92.264514 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Arkansas Audubon Society Spring Meeting 
 
     The 2024 Arkansas Audubon Society Spring Meeting 
will be held at Petit Jean State Park, May 3-4. Speakers 
and field trips will be announced soon. AAS has a block 
of rooms, cabins, and campground space available at 
Petit Jean SP. To make reservations, call 800-264-2462. 
Be sure to mention you're with the Arkansas Audubon 
Society, group number 756497.  

 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

ASCA sponsors several field trips throughout the year. Field trips are open to all and carpooling is available for trips outside of Little 
Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps see a life 
bird. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 
501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of snacks and water with you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

http://www.deltarivers.com/
http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
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Lake Dardanelle and Holla Bend NWR  
January 13, 2024 

 
     We started our day at Delaware Recreation Area 
looking for birds on Lake Dardanelle. The weather was 
nice and sunny, with very little wind, not bad for a  
January day.    
     Numbers of birds on the lake were low, but still a 
good mix. Only a few Bonaparte's and Ring-billed Gulls, 
and one Herring Gull, but large numbers of Snow Geese, 
American White Pelicans, Double-crested Cormorants, 
American Coots, and Lesser Scaup. We also spotted 
Common Goldeneyes, Horned Grebes, Buffleheads, 
Ring-necked Ducks, and one lone Ruddy Duck.  
     Best land birds were Golden-crowned Kinglet, Brown 
Creeper, and Pileated Woodpecker.      
     Many were life birds for the newer birders in our 
group, including four Bald Eagles, and a Belted 
Kingfisher, that did a quick flyby as we were leaving. 
     Next stop was the Dardanelle side of the dam. There 
we found large numbers of pelicans, Ring-billed Gulls, 
cormorants, and one Bald Eagle. The Peregrine Falcon 
reported earlier, was a no show.   
     On our drive to Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge, 
we saw one Loggerhead Shrike, large flocks of Red-
winged Blackbirds and Rock Pigeons in the fields, plus 
multiple Red-tailed Hawks. 
     Two Bald Eagles greeted us at Holla Bend.  There we 
found the mother lode of ducks, numbering in the 
thousands, at the old spillway/dam site. Difficult to get 
an estimate because the birds kept flushing away from 
us. Mostly Gadwalls and Northern Pintails, along with 
Northern Shovelers, Mallards, and Green-winged Teal. 
     In the oxbow river channel were hundreds of 
pelicans, cormorants, and Ring-billed Gulls.  
     It was getting late and the group wanted to see the 
Tundra Swans, Golden Eagle, and Rock Wren, reported 
earlier, so we headed to Atkins Bottoms. Luckily other 
birders were already there and took us straight to the 
swans. The yellow spot on the bill near the eye was 
easily seen through the scopes, confirming all nine were 
Tundra Swans. Then we found 12 Trumpeter Swans. 
Both swans were life birds for several.   
     Our last two target birds were Golden Eagle and Rock 
Wren. We tried hard to turn every raptor into the eagle, 
but none of them cooperated. Last was the Rock Wren 
site. Unfortunately, heavy rain the previous day had 
raised the water level of the creek. The wren's rocky 
habitat was swamped by high water and a fast 
current. So no wren for us. 

     With dusk moving in, we made a fast run back for one 
last try for the eagle. No luck, but on the way out, in 
fading daylight, we stopped at a flooded field containing 
at least 100 Northern Shovelers.    
     We headed home happy with our day of good 
weather, great company, and fun birding adventures. 
 

Stuttgart Airport 
February 17, 2024 

 
     Eighteen hard-core birders braved wind gusts up to 
17 mph and temperatures hovering around 37 degrees, 
to gather at Stuttgart Airport. The group spent close to 
three hours walking nearly three miles of the airport’s 
grassy areas hoping to find our target birds. But the 
constant wind kept the birds down, so we missed 
several of our target species. Short-eared Owls, 
American Pipits, and Lapland Longspurs were absent. 
     We were excited to flush a total of five Smith's 
Longspurs who gave their distinctive rattle call. Life 
bird for several!     
     As we walked, we kept flushing Wilson's Snipe for a 
total of 23, plus 77 Killdeer, 67 Eastern Meadowlarks, 
33 Mourning Doves, 179 Savannah Sparrows, and two 
Horned Larks. 
     Flying overhead we spotted several Red-tailed Hawks 
and large groups of Snow Geese and Greater White-
fronted Geese. Several Northern Harriers battled the 
wind as they hunted the airport grounds. 
     The blackbird groups contained a total of 313 Red-
winged Blackbirds, 10 Brown-headed Cowbirds, and 
two Brewer's Blackbirds. On the way out, we finished 
the trip adding three Loggerhead Shrikes to our list. 
     Luckily, no one reported frostbite. Frozen cheeks, 
fingers, and toes all thawed quickly. Thank goodness we 
had a sunny day and survived to bird another day!  
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
White-breasted Nuthatch | Photo: Gail Miller 

 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator  
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/ 
  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://tinyurl.com/26pr977f 
 
 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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