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The Jewels of Southeast Arizona 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

     This past August 13-20, Samantha and I went on our 
fifth trip with High Lonesome Bird Tours 
(highlonesometours.com), this time to Southeast 
Arizona (SE AZ). Contrary to what you might think, 
Arizona in August is not excessively hot. It is monsoon 
season, so nearly every day, just as it starts to get hot, 
the clouds roll in and scattered storms sweep across the 
landscape. Plus much of the birding is at cooler, higher 
elevations in the “sky islands,” the mountains at the 
northern end of the chain that stretches across Central 
America.  
     Those mountains are what make SE AZ a birding 
mecca. A number of Mexican species that make their 
home in those mountains (or in the adjacent Sonoran 
desert) are found in the US only in SE AZ (and some in 
Southwest New Mexico). These include Thick-billed 
Kingbird, Elegant Trogon, and Five-striped Sparrow. But 
the stars of the show are the hummingbirds. In August, 
15 species are possible due to a mix of breeding birds, 
southbound migrants, and dispersing Mexican vagrants 
such as Plain-capped Starthroat and White-eared 
Hummingbird.  
 

 
Dan and Samantha Scheiman at Carr Canyon  

Photo: Samantha Scheiman 

 

     Our group of seven met guide Kip Miller at the 
Tucson Airport. He whisked us away to Ramsey Canyon 
Inn B&B, our lodging for the week in the Huachucas. 
Immediately we were greeted by hummingbirds – 
Rivoli’s, Black-chinned, Anna’s, Rufous, Broad-billed, 
Violet-crowned, Blue-throated Mountain-gem, and best 
of all, Berylline, a Mexican stray that would be a daily 
sight, along with the daily groups of birders stopping by 
to see it (thanks in part to my eBird posts). 
 

Lucifer Hummingbird | Photo: Samantha Scheiman 

 
     The next day, after enjoying a pair of Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatchers above the feeders, we headed to nearby 
Miller Canyon and Beatty’s Guest Ranch, another 
famous hummingbird hotspot, where we added Broad-
tailed to the trip list. The local White-eared 
Hummingbird and Spotted Owl had become hard to 
find, so I turned my attention to butterflies, picking up 
my life Arizona Sister, Nabokov’s Satyr, Marine Blue, 
and Golden-headed Scallopwing. Then over to Ash 
Canyon Bird Sanctuary where we waited a bit for a 
lovely male Lucifer Hummingbird to feed, followed by 
two females that were easy to ID by their curved bills. 
Our only Costa’s Hummingbird of the trip was here too 
– an immature male on migration.  

 continued on page 6
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Cindy Franklin 
ASCA President 
 

     Fall migration is well underway and 
ASCA is finally resuming field trips begin-
ning with a trip to Bald Knob National 
Wildlife Refuge on August 27th. If you wish 
to participate in future field trips, please be 
aware the COVID pandemic is far from 
over. It is possible you could be exposed to 
the current circulating variants if you take 
part in this activity. Take any precautions 
you feel are appropriate and please respect 
other participants’ wishes regarding space 
between people and not using their 
equipment if they do not volunteer it for 
public use. About 1,000 Arkansans are 
testing positive each day. And about 500 
people across the United States continue to 
die of this illness every day.  
     Arkansas is moving toward election day 
with a new redistricting now in place. This 
is a good time to make sure your voter 
registration is up to date and know where 
you are supposed to vote on Election Day if 
you are unable to participate in early 
voting. Many voter precincts have changed 
as have polling places. The voters in my 
area have new polling places every two to 
four years. I imagine this happens across 
the state as well.  
     Speaking of voting, in December, ASCA 
will be electing officers for the next two 
years. Board members are elected annually. 

Serving as an ASCA officer or board 
member requires a small commitment of 
time every month. It is an excellent way to 
become involved in community service. 
You don’t have to have gray hair to serve. 
Diversity among Officers and Board 
Members is desirable. A variety of opinions 
ultimately improves decision making in any 
organization and ensures the greater 
community has input into the activities 
ASCA undertakes. 
     If you have time and you haven’t been by 
the Little Rock Audubon Center in a while, 
it is undergoing a facelift. Maintenance of 
the straw bale walls long ago exceeded the 
amount of staff time available. The new 
outside wall structure should provide many 
years of relatively maintenance free 
service. Many of the native plants in the 
surrounding gardens are beginning to 
bloom. Come out, see them, and get some 
ideas about managing your own native 
plant garden at home.  
     There will be plenty of native plants at 
the Fall Native Plant Sale coming up in 
September. Order online and set up a date 
and time to pick them up. The sale is a 
hassle free way to shop for native plants 
from all your favorite vendors at one time, 
in one place. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

2022 Fall Native Plant Sale 
 September 15 - 22, 2022 

 

     Online ordering for the Fall Native Plant 
Sale will open Thursday, Sept. 15 at 8 a.m. 
through Thursday, Sept. 22 at 8 p.m.  
     Plants will be available from: Pine Ridge 
Gardens, Native Sun Nursery, Grand 
Designs, Grand Prairie, and Audubon. 
     Curbside pickup will be Thurs., 9/29, 
Fri., 9/30, and Sat., 10/1, at the Little Rock 
Audubon Center (4500 Springer Blvd., 
Little Rock, AR 72206). Pickup time is 
selected at checkout. The website link will 
be sent out via email, posted on the 
Audubon Arkansas website, and in the 
Facebook event, Sept. 15. 
     To ensure inventory is as accurate as 
possible, the website is not available for 
browsing prior to Sept. 15. 

    When the website opens, you may 
browse plants by plant type or by vendor. 
Keep in mind prices may vary by vendor 
because of plant size, plant age, etc. Be sure 
to explore all options available and find the 
best fit for you. 
     Audubon staff spends significant time 
organizing vendor inventory and packing 
all orders. We charge a $3.00 pickup fee for 
this reason. Thanks for understanding. 
     For more information visit Audubon 
Delta's website at: tinyurl.com/mw58tv5m. 
________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Melanie Duerkop   Jennifer Lenow  
Carrie Lee     Stephanie Lisk  
Charles and Kathy Eckerson  
Deborah Moore   
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ASCA Officers 
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Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
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Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
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Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
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Board Members 
 

Lynn Christie 
christie-j@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
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Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
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D. DeLynn Hearn 
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John Webb 
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Dan Scheiman 
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Barry Haas 
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Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
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Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
treasurer.ascabird@gmail.com 

 
 

 

_
_
_

_
_
_
_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_
_

_
 

mailto:birddan@comcast.net


 3 

 
 

 
 

 

 

p 
 

September 8, 2022 – Invasive Plant Ecology & Management for Private Landowners 
Nate Weston, Beaver Watershed Alliance 

 

     Nate Weston will give a brief primer on the Beaver 
Watershed Alliance before launching into invasive 
species ecology and management. Topics will include 
the historic and contemporary definitions of “invasive” 
as well as the inherent subjectivity surrounding the 
term “invasive.” Related terms, some common invasive 
species, the mechanism behind invasion, the ecological 
impact of invasion, and the key steps of developing an 
action plan to replace invasives with indigenous species 
will be included. This presentation will emphasize 
equipping participants with an objective understanding 
of ecological invasion, rather than “plant shaming,” to 
help landowners and land managers promote effective 
stewardship to diverse stakeholder groups. 

     Nate is the Geospatial Ecologist for the Beaver 
Watershed Alliance. The Alliance promotes voluntary 
best-management practices to landowners and munici-
palities in the Beaver Lake Watershed. Nate has worked 
in landscape and restoration ecology, natural resources 
management, and environmental education. Previously, 
he helped manage the Jewel Moore Nature Reserve 
while earning his degree at UCA. He worked as a GIS 
Analyst at the AR Natural Heritage Comm. He has 
expertise in erosion, native and invasive plant ecology, 
habitat management, and the development of compre-
hensive land management plans. Nate also serves as 
President of the Arkansas Native Plant Society and 
Treasurer of the Multi-Basin Regional Water Council.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

October 13, 2020 – Natural State Tomorrow 
Austin Booth, Director of Arkansas Game & Fish Commission 

 

     Director Austin Booth will cover the FY 22 (7/1/21 
to 6/30/22) Annual Report, the first of its kind for the 
agency, and then share highlights from "Natural State 
Tomorrow", AGFC's strategic plan that will guide the 
agency for the next five years. Focal areas for the 
Strategic Plan include Staff Excellence, Conservation 
and Enhancement of Statewide Habitat, Commitment to 
Arkansans, and Outreach. Without many partners, 
including Audubon and others, the agency will be 
unable to complete the ambitious goals they have laid 
out. AGFC looks forward to working with its partners to 
help improve habitat and conservation in Arkansas. 
     At 35 years of age, Austin Booth is the youngest 
director chosen to lead the Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission. This former United States Marine Corps 
captain most recently served as chief of staff and chief 
financial officer for the AR Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Born in Little Rock and raised in Scott, Booth 
received his Juris Doctor from the University of South 
Carolina and served his country in many capacities from 
2011-2019, including a 2015-16 deployment to 
Afghanistan. His passion for promoting "common man 
and common woman conservation" promises to 
increase the AGFC's efforts to recruit, retain, and 
reactivate the next generation of Arkansas's outdoors 
enthusiasts. His dedication to supporting science-based 
conservation will ensure the health of The Natural 
State's resources. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

November 10, 2022 – Timing and Flight Behavior of Golden Eagles in Arkansas 
Rebecca Peak, US Fish & Wildlife Service 

 

     The eastern North American population of Golden 
Eagles is a genetically distinct population that favors 
ridges, hillsides, and cliffs in forested habitat during 
winter. These topographic features are also a focus area 
for wind development because they provide access to 
wind speeds that optimize energy production. This puts 
large soaring birds like Golden Eagles at risk from the 
turbine’s rotating blades. In 2021, the USFWS, in 
cooperation with the AGFC, National Park Service, USDA 
Forest Service, and private landowners launched a pilot 
project to capture and fit GPS transmitters to two 
Golden Eagles. The purpose is to assist wind energy 
developers in evaluating environmental risk for 
projects in these ecoregions.  

     Rebecca Peak grew up in rural Illinois where she 
started birding at a young age and developed her 
interest in how human land use practices affect birds 
and their habitats. Currently, she is a Fish and Wildlife 
Biologist with USFWS in the AR Ecological Services 
Field Office where she works with partners to 
coordinate and facilitate activities pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act. Prior to this she worked with 
USDA FS as a District Wildlife Biologist on the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest where she imple-
mented habitat management activities. She spent most 
of her career working on Fort Hood Military Instal-
lation, first with TNC as an applied scientist, and then 
with Dept. of the Army as a natural resources specialist. 

 

   NOTE – All meetings are being held online via Zoom. Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Programs 
 



 4 

Whirlwind Birding out West  
 
Patty McLean 
 

     One of our favorite things to do when not birding in 
Arkansas is to visit other states where we have few or 
no birds with the goal of seeing at least 100 bird species 
in each state. This past spring, Michael Linz and I 
decided to spend the month of May birding a few 
Western states and building our bird lists in them. 
Those included Nevada, Utah, Idaho and Montana.  It 
was a fun adventure, giving us the opportunity to 
explore a myriad of different habitats in beautiful 
settings. 
     Our first big stop was in Northern Arizona at the 
Grand Canyon, particularly to see the California Condor, 
an amazing scavenger and the largest North American 
land bird that was almost cast into extinction but saved 
by caring individuals and the federal government. We 
searched for hours looking for a Condor, but it wasn't 
until the end of the day when we were finally rewarded 
with watching a lone Condor roosting on top of a bare 
cliff. We delighted in watching it, looking through our 
scopes, and joyfully sharing this amazing bird with 
numerous passersby.  
      The next morning, we headed to Nevada with a late 
afternoon stop at the extremely low Lake Mead where 
we found a life bird for both of us – a Yellow-footed Gull 
that had been hanging around the area for a while. Then 
on to Las Vegas, where we would be treated to an 
adventure with a young friend from Georgia, John Mark 
Simmons. John Mark recently took a research job in 
Nevada, working on Bell's Sparrows and LeConte's 
Thrashers. We had a grand adventure with John Mark, 
picking up more Western birds and a new life bird for 
Michael – the Gray Vireo, and after celebrating our fun 
day, we headed toward Utah with 108 birds for Nevada. 
 

Cassia Crossbill | Photo: Michael Linz 
 

     On our way to Salt Lake City, we spent time birding 
Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon National Park, 
partly a tourist thing but mostly to enjoy the birds. At 
Zion, we had several sightings of California Condors 

flying over the steep cliffs. Both parks were rich with 
birds and beautiful geologic landscapes. We took many 
pictures of Hoodoos and other interesting landscapes 
and made many "selfie" stops as we traveled through 
these fascinating parks.  
     Utah is a spectacularly beautiful state with a rapidly 
growing population and a mega drought that is 
negatively impacting rivers and lakes, especially the 
Great Salt Lake, a historic breeding and migratory area 
for 100s of thousands of birds. Much of the lakebed is 
dry and locals are concerned about the air quality 
impact from dust storms that bring chemicals including 
arsenic from the dry lakebed.  
 

 
Michael Linz and Patty McLean with Craig and Dale Provost 

Photo: Michael Linz 
 

     We had signed up for the Great Salt Lake Bird 
Festival with trips to the Great Salt Lake, Bear River and 
the edge of the Wasatch Mountains. Here we were 
treated to an amazing diversity of birds, including 
Golden Eagles, Burrowing Owls, Long-billed Curlews, 
Chukars, and thousands of shorebirds, grebes, 
phalaropes, and avocets.  On our last day, we were 
joined by Craig and Dale Provost, two former Arkansans 
who now reside in the Salt Lake area. It was a grand 
visit that ended too quickly. With a total of 158 birds for 
Utah, we headed north to Idaho. 
     Having never before stepped foot in Idaho, we 
decided to stay in Twin Falls along the Snake River. It 
would give us good birds, beautiful geology, and a 
reasonable route to our next state, Montana. We'd been 
seeing Pronghorn and Prairie Dogs along our routes, but 
Idaho gave us up close views of these and some 
beautiful horses roaming the vast countryside. Using 
the eBird app, we made our way through the Sawtooth 
Mountains to look for (and find) a breeding pair of 
Cassia Crossbills at the Diamondfield Jack Campground. 
  

 

 

continued on page 5 
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Whirlwind Birding cont. 
 

continued from page 4 
 

This species was recently separated into its own species 
from Red Crossbill, and the area we were in (Cassia 
County) is the only area currently known for them. 
Their bills have evolved to specifically access the seeds 
of Lodgepole Pine cones but poorly adapted to access 
those of other types of cones, thus the ecological 
speciation. We were so excited to find them that we 
waved to a nearby campsite for them to come see them 
too. He brought his camera and took several photos. 
Hopefully this will be the spark that gets them involved 
in the joys of birding. This crossbill was a life bird for all 
of us. 
     After a few days in Idaho and a total of 104 birds, we 
continued on to Montana and settled in the unique and 
charming town of Dillon. An old frontier town, it was 
well situated for various birding adventures and we 
were excited to see what we could find.  This was 
Michael's first trip to Montana. Our adventures took us 
30 miles north and south to some excellent birding 
locations including Beaverhead Rock and Canyon Lake 
Reservoir. Being from the South, one can easily forget 
how wildly variable the weather can be further north, 
particularly in Montana where snow falls in late May. In 
spite of the snow, we found several fun Western birds 
including Mountain Bluebird, Clark's Nutcracker, and 
Brewer's Sparrow, giving us a total of 101 species for 
Montana. 
     Our original plan had been to head home via 
Wyoming and cross through Nebraska, Iowa and 
Missouri. But there were some birds in Arizona showing 
up on the ABA Rare Bird Alert that were calling our 
names. So we abandoned our plans and headed south to 
Arizona. 
 

 
Tufted Flycatcher | Photo: Michael Linz 

     Some of the birds we wanted to see were on Mount 
Lemmon, one of our favorite places to bird, where we 
were treated to one life bird (Pine Flycatcher) and 
another that we've only seen once before (Tufted 
Flycatcher) – both at Rose Canyon. The next morning 
we headed for our third target, the Nutting's Flycatcher 
but we couldn't find the nest tree. With the day getting 
warm, we decided to go on to Green Valley and Madera 
Canyon to enjoy this remarkable birding area. Here we 
had a large number of specialties including Elf Owl, 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Five-striped Sparrow,  
Berylline Hummingbird, and Elegant Trogon. While in 
the area, we visited the Paton Center in Patagonia to see 
the Violet-crowned Hummingbird, and then spent a few 
days in Sierra Vista, visiting Ash and Miller Canyons 
where we saw Lucifer and White-eared Hummingbird, 
respectively.  
 

 
Nutting's Flycatcher | Photo: Michael Linz 

 
     Our Arizona adventure had been productive and 
several folks had given us specific directions to the 
Nutting's Flycatcher nest tree – which was an hour's 
drive into a distant, dusty, and dry canyon – so we gave 
it one more try and glad we did. We went straight to the 
nest tree and in about 20 minutes the Nutting's 
appeared. This particular individual had a broken upper 
mandible, giving it a distinct appearance and captured 
in Michael's photo. I don't know what it is that drives 
these amazing and determined Arizona birders to go to 
some of the locations they visit, but so glad they do. 
     Overall, it was a long but grand trip and we ended up 
with four life birds for both of us – Yellow-footed Gull, 
Cassia Crossbill, Pine Flycatcher and Nutting's 
Flycatcher – plus Michael added Bell's Sparrow and 
Gray Vireo to his life list. 
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Jewels of SE Arizona cont. 

 
continued from page 1  
 

     The following morning we birded the open 
grasslands of Las Cienegas National Conservation Area. 
Here Cassin’s and Botteri’s Sparrows were singing at 
the same time. Plus we saw the ABA area’s newest 
species – Chihuahan Meadowlark. Just two weeks 
earlier the American Ornithological Society anounced 
they split this pale form from Eastern Meadowlark. 
Previously it was a subspecies known as Lillian’s 
Meadowlark, but ornithologists seem to be moving 
away from patronyms. From there we headed west to 
the famed Patagonia Roadside Rest Area. It looked 
nothing like I imagined when reading Kenn Kaufman’s 
Kingbird Highway, but never did I imagine I’d be there 
looking at a female Rose-throated Becard coming and 
going from its pendulant nest. In the town of Patagonia, 
the Paton Center for Hummingbirds was abuzz with 
hummers, plus a cooperative Ruddy Ground Dove, 
another rare visitor from Mexico attracting a daily 
crowd. In nearby Harshaw Canyon the afternoon 
monsoon threatened to chase us away. As thunder 
rumbled and rain started to fall, we found a Thick-billed 
Kingbird family in the nick of time. Back in the sunny 
Sierra Vista valley a Mexican Duck was loafing at a 
wastewater treatment plant. 
 

 
Arizona Sister | Photo: Samantha Scheiman 

 

     Box Canyon is a desert canyon, unlike the forested 
canyons elsewhere. Here we had long, close looks at two 
more SE AZ specialty species – Five-striped Sparrow 
and Varied Bunting. In the nearby mesquite flats, a third 
specialty – Rufous-winged Sparrow – was singing along 
the roadside. Then up Madera Canyon to Santa Rita 
Lodge where birders were looking at a Berylline 
Hummingbird when we arrived. I was more excited 
about my life Arizona Woodpecker, as well as Moon-
marked Skipper, and Red-bordered Satyr. At high 
elevation in Carr Canyon, we came across mixed species 
foraging flocks containing Hutton’s and Plumbeous 

Vireos; Bridled Titmouse; Painted Redstart; and Hermit, 
Virginia’s, Grace’s, and Black-throated Gray Warblers.  
     We needed an early morning start for the two-hour 
drive to the Chiricahuas. The road to Portal straddles 
the border with New Mexico, where a jaunt into that 
state yielded a Bendire’s Thrasher, Pyrrhuloxia, and 
locks 

 
Acorn Woodpecker | Photo: Samantha Scheiman 

 
flocks of Lark Buntings, as well as a migrant 
MacGillivray’s Warbler. When we arrived at the 
trailhead for Cave Creek Canyon, a hiker said he heard 
an Elegant Trogon just up the trail. This was my most 
wanted life bird for the trip so I was pumped. We hiked 
up and down the trail but heard nothing. A consolation 
prize was two life butterflies – Dull Firetip and Ares 
Metalmark. At the George Walker House in Paradise we 
were greeted by a friendly dog and chatty docent. 
Before long a male White-eared Hummingbird whizzed 
in, followed by a male Lucifer!   
     With one full day left and trogon at the top of 
everyone’s wishlist, Kip took us up Huachuca Canyon in 
Fort Huachuca. After three creek crossings and a lot of 
looking and listening, we finally found a male Elegant 
Trogon!!! We had long looks, and I even recorded his 
strange, oinking call (ebird.org/checklist/S117222404). 
On the way back to Tucson we had time to return to 
Harshaw Canyon to cleanup a few species like 
Montezuma Quail and Zone-tailed Hawk. No luck with 
those, but among a mixed species flock I spied my life 
Lucy’s Warbler, a nice way to end the tour.  
     Our tour tallied 144 species, including 12 hummers. I 
added 19 life birds and 16 life butterflies. Samantha had 
38 life birds and the same life butterflies. We stayed up 
late three nights to try to catch a glimpse of a Ringtail 
coming to a feeder at our lodge. On our last night, at 
10:10, it zipped in before we conked out. Woot! 
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       Field Trip Schedule 
 

ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all 
and carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great 
opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from 
experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to see a life bird for those who list. For 
more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field 
Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of 
water with you. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

September 24, 2022 
Kingfisher and Arkansas Arboretum Trails 

Pinnacle Mountain State Park 
 

     Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the State Park’s West Summit parking lot near the 
picnic area restrooms at the base of Pinnacle Mountain. The Kingfisher 
Trail is a 1/2 mile paved, level loop trail. It runs along the Little Maumelle 
River through a bottomland forest with huge Bald Cypress trees. Along the 
trail we’ll find birds, unique plants, and butterflies. Next, we’ll caravan to 
the Arkansas Arboretum Trail. This trail is a 3/4 mile paved loop trail with 
a slight incline. Ovenbirds, Louisiana Waterthrush, and lingering summer 
residents will be our target birds. Bring water and light snacks. This is a 
half day trip. 
     Directions to Kingfisher Trail: Take Exit 9 off I-430. Go 7 miles west on 
Hwy. 10, then 2 miles north on Hwy. 300. Turn right into the picnic area 
parking lot. GPS: 34.839211, -92.493480. To get from the Kingfisher Trail 
to the Arkansas Arboretum Trail, go one-mile north on Hwy. 300, turn 
right onto Pinnacle Valley Road. Go 1.5 miles until you see the Arkansas 
Arboretum sign and parking lot on your right. 12820 Pinnacle Valley Rd. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

October 14-15, 2022 
AAS Conference 

 

     No ASCA sponsored field trips will be held this month. Instead, birders 
are encouraged to participate in the Fall Conference of the Arkansas 
Audubon Society (AAS) being held October 14-16, at the Hilton Garden Inn, 
10914 Kanis Road, Little Rock. The AAS field trips will be held Friday 
afternoon, Oct. 14, and Saturday morning, Oct. 15.  For more information, 
and to register for the AAS Conference and field trips, go to 
www.arbirds.org. Field trips will leave from the hotel. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

November 19, 2022 
Lake Maumelle 

 

     Meet at 8:00 a.m. at WestRock Landing (formerly Jolly Rogers Marina) 
located on Lake Maumelle. Gulls, loons, mergansers, and other waterfowl 
will be arriving to spend the winter on the lake. After scoping the marina 
area, we’ll then walk some of the Bufflehead Bay trail, and also stop at 
Loon Point, and Vista View. Bring a scope if you have one. Trip should 
finish around noon. 
     Directions: the marina is approximately 10 miles west of Little Rock on 
Hwy. 10. Turn right at the white and black marina entrance sign and drive 
down to the boat launch area. Address is 11800 Maumelle Harbour Rd., 
Roland, AR. Public bathrooms are available at the marina. 
 

Trip Report 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     On Saturday, August 27, 2022, ASCA 
held its first field trip since May 2020, to 
Bald Knob NWR. Approximately 30 people 
attended. It was an excited group happy to 
be out birding with familiar faces, a few 
new birders, and photographers from the 
Conway photography group. Several 
Wood Ducks, with recently fledged young, 
greeted us as we drove into the refuge.   
     The refuge management had lowered 
the water levels in the ponds along 
Huntsman and Coal Chute Roads for 
maximum mud. Each year they are always 
willing to provide the best habitat for the 
field trip. Much appreciated!  
     Keeping the sun to our backs, the group 
worked its way around the main ponds, 
first along the backside, then along 
Huntsman Road. Good birds seen were 
Wilson's Phalarope, American Avocet, 
Black-necked Stilts, Buff-breasted and 
Baird's Sandpipers, Dunlin, Semipalmated 
Plovers, one lonely White Pelican, Long-
billed Dowitchers, Wilson’s Snipe, lots of 
Blue-winged Teal, 250+ Killdeer, and 
both yellowlegs. Also, various herons and 
egrets.  At one point a helicopter flushed 
the birds out of all ponds along Huntsman 
Road, which helped move birds around. 
The birds obviously considered the 
helicopter a giant raptor threat! 
     By 11:30 a.m. everyone was beginning 
to melt in the hot sun. Several headed off 
to air-conditioning and lunch at the 
Bulldog Restaurant in Bald Knob.  
     A few hardy souls hung out with me to 
the end, heading to the "Night-Heron 
Rookery/swamp" to see if the Roseate 
Spoonbills were still present from earlier 
in the week. No luck.  We saw three river 
otters cross the road just beyond the low 
water bridge, an unexpected treat!   
     Final new bird of the day for the 
remaining group was a Tricolored Heron, 
thanks to Terry Butler.   
     Thank you Dr. Dan "The Birdman" 
Scheiman for keeping the eBird checklist. 
Not an easy task. We tallied 47 species.   
     I appreciate all who pitched in with 
their scopes and helped people get on 
those challenging shorebirds. A fun day 
was had by all! 
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 
Sherwood, AR 72124 
 

Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 
Return service requested. 

 
 

 

     
Coreopsis lanceolata | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

 
 

         
                
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/. 
  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website: 
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/
migratorybird_rehablist.pdf.  
 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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