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A Dream Come True

Dottie Boyles

While they migrate through the state every year, the
Yellow-headed Blackbird (YHBB) can be elusive to some
birders. My mom, Doris Boyles, and I had only been
birding a few years when in 2006, Kenny Nichols
reported a male YHBB near Holla Bend NWR. The
following day we headed that way. We spotted a flock of
blackbirds along the road and decided to check them
out. [ let Mom out of the car, then preceded to park in a
safer spot along the busy highway. As I looked in the
rear-view mirror, Mom was motioning for me to hurry
up. She had spotted the bird! But just as I got out of the
car, | saw a guy driving a tractor straight toward the
flock. The birds flushed and [ missed it.

In 2008, a female YHBB was reported along Lollie
Road in Faulkner County. Once again, we headed out
with high hopes. As I went slowly around a curve, the
bird stepped out of the winter wheat, in clear view,
lingered a few seconds before disappearing back into
the wheat. [ was excited to finally see one. I didn't know
it would be 13 years before I'd see another one.

About mid-April 2021, Joe Neal and Vivek Govind
Kumar began reporting YHBBs at Kibler Bottoms in
Crawford County. Then on April 22nd, Joe reported they
had counted 51 YHBBs in a single tree on Orrick Road,
just outside the Alma Water Treatment Plant, complete
with a photograph of the birds. That same day, while
Kenny and LaDonna Nichols were birding in Johnson

County, they found four male YHBBs foraging with
other blackbirds at a feed lot.

For years I have dreamed of seeing a male YHBB.
Excited about the possibilities, I began planning a trip.
We enlisted the help of Karen Holliday as our driver and
guide since she has been to Crawford Co. several times.
Thank goodness it's not hard to talk Karen into a
birding adventure. No arm twisting necessary!

Leaving Little Rock at 6:45 a.m., on April 25th, Karen,
Mom, and I headed for Crawford County. Not long after
arriving at Kibler Bottoms we spotted our first male
YHBB, the 13-year drought was finally broken. Then as
Karen turned onto a road, another male was right
beside the car! Followed by two more in a field,
followed by 17 in a tree. One briefly called. Yellow-
headed Blackbirds make the funniest sound.

On Orrick Road, we found the tree Joe Neal had
described three days earlier. It was full of YHBBs. We
counted 60, almost all males, in one tree and 12 in
another. By now A TG
my head was
spinning!

A few hours
later we de-
cided to start
working our
way back home
with a stop in
Johnson County
to see if we
could locate the
YHBBs  Kenny
Nichols report-
ed. Thanks to his
excellent  GPS
coordinates we
found the feed
lot and 17 male | J
and female YHBBs.

In all, we tallied 100 Yellow-headed Blackbirds that
day. For me it was a dream come true.
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Fox Mulder believed.

The United States seems to believe the
pandemic is over despite 20,000 plus new
Covid cases and approximately 600 deaths
daily. The national vaccination campaign
continues even though vaccine hesitancy
persists. State and local governments
across the country are cancelling pandemic
precautions just in time for the Memorial
Day holiday. Meanwhile the rest of the
world continues to struggle with a half
million new cases and 11-12,000 new
deaths each day. It is widely acknowledged
these numbers are grossly undercounted.
There are daily reports of health systems
breaking down, unable to care for crowds
of deathly ill people on their doorsteps.

All that horror seems so far away and so
yesterday. Why should we care what is
happening somewhere else? All population
centers are no more than 36-48 hours
away from each other by air travel. The
more circulating virus there is, the more
chances the virus has to mutate and spread
through the host population. Despite the
national vaccination campaign here in the
US, a sizeable minority of our population
re-mains an unvaccinated reservoir of
hosts susceptible to all strains of the Covid
virus.

Here in Arkansas we are among the least
vaccinated of states, yet we have thrown off

the yoke of pandemic precautions. We
remain vulnerable to the next wave of the
pandemic which will surely crash upon our
shores later this year. It behooves us to
remain wary of gathering in large crowds,
especially indoors, of discarding masks,
and forgoing hand hygiene. We are not
back to normal, no matter how much we
want to believe it is so.

This is why the Audubon Society of
Central Arkansas has not restarted our
monthly field trips. We have too many
older members who have chronic health
issues or who have family members or
friends with these issues. Our officers and
board members value everyone's health
and wellbeing and prefer not to sponsor
events that could spread the virus among
members and visitors. Our field trips
provide a collaborative educational atmos-
phere for less skilled birders and for first
time or infrequent visitors. Viewing less
common birds through telescopes is a
common field trip activity and is probably
our most fraught activity due to proximity
and touch.

Now is a good time to get outside and
watch birds by yourself or with family and
friends. Please be careful out there while
you are doing it.

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President

Pretty as a Picture

House Wren in Conwagl
County.| Photo: Michael Linz

Welcome New Members

Vickie Becker
Julie McCaghey
Carolyn Minson

New Signage Around
Lake Maumelle

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion and Central Arkansas Water are
revising and adding signs around Lake
Maumelle. They will redo the one at the
viewing platform that ASCA provided input
on and photos for years ago. Only one
change had to be made in a URL on the sign

that points to an eBird hotspot.
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Arkansas Audubon Society’s Counties of Arkansas Week
Results Summary

Kevin Krajcir
AAS Publicity Chair, Education Committee Member

From May 1st through May 7th, 2021, the Arkansas
Audubon Society (AAS) called upon its members,
friends, and followers to bird Counties of Arkansas
Week (CAW). The entire state has approximately 420
bird species documented, but certain counties have
fewer than half of those species recorded. Birders were
asked to focus on “blackhole” counties, which have
fewer than 200 species documented in their eBird
records. The “blackhole” counties included Randolph,
Jackson, Independence, Izard, Stone, Searcy, Pike,
Nevada, Ouachita, Dallas, Grant, Cleveland, Lincoln, and
Bradley counties, which collectively form two birding
“blackholes” in north central and south central
Arkansas. It's believed that these birding “blackholes”
exist because of the lack of birders rather than birds, so
AAS wanted to change that!

Before the CAW event, the fourteen (14) counties
listed above had fewer than 200 bird species
documented on eBird. There are thirteen (13) counties
with more than 300 species recorded. The remaining
forty-eight (48) have between 200 and 300 species
documented.

Thanks to the efforts of our birders, CAW produced
twenty-two (22) county records. In our birding
“blackholes”, Cleveland, Independence, Izard, Jackson,
Montgomery, Randolph, and Stone counties gained new
records. These included observations of American
Golden-Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Semipalmated
Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper, Least Flycatcher, Blue-
headed Vireo, Gray Catbird, and Golden-winged,
Tennessee, Magnolia, and Canada Warblers.

No. Spp. Post-CAW

<200

[ 2000 300

Post-CAW species totals per county.
*Note: As of May 24, 2021, Jackson County has 200 species.

There were also records made outside of the birding
“blackholes”, including Boone, Columbia, Crittenden,
Desha, Lawrence, Poinsett, Sevier, Woodruff, and Yell
counties. Record birds here included Black-bellied
Whistling-Duck, Wilson’s Phalarope, Willet, Common
Nighthawk, Philadelphia Vireo, Yellow-headed Black-
bird, Scott’s Oriole, Yellow Warbler, and Lazuli Bunting.

Although there were no new additions to the
prestigious 300+ species level, one of our “blackhole”
counties did surpass the 200 mark. Independence
County gained five (5) new county records thanks to the
efforts of Dottie Boyles, Doris Boyles, Karen Holliday,
and Jacob Twersky. This leaves thirteen (13) counties
designated as “blackhole” counties.

With spring migration winding down, there’s still
time to get out there and find new records! If you have
the time and ability to travel to Arkansas's “blackhole”
counties, we encourage you to bird those areas. Fairly
common migrants, like the Tennessee Warbler, are
likely records for most of these counties and have
simply never been documented on eBird. A few counties
are close to the 200 species level and others are close to
the 300 species level, so go birding where you can!
Remember to upload your finds to eBird, thus
contributing to the virtual records there. The AAS hopes
to host another CAW event in the fall to add possible
winter migrant records to these counties. Hopefully you
will be able to join AAS for future CAWs and find
records of your own!

Number of county records per county during CAW.



“ Upcoming Programs

NOTE: All upcoming meetings will be online via Zoom. Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each
meeting. Registration takes the place of a sign-in sheet. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email

containing information about joining the meeting.

June 10, 2021 - Piping Plover Documentary "Monty
& Rose” — Bob Dolgan and Stephanie Beilke

We will watch a documentary, followed by a Q&A
with the filmmaker and Audubon Great Lakes'
Conservation Science Manager. "Monty and Rose" is a
2019 documentary written and directed by Bob Dolgan.
The film tells the story of a pair of endangered piping
plovers that nested at Chicago's Montrose Beach,
becoming the first of the species to nest in the city since
1955. The endangered birds took up residence on one
of the busiest stretches of one of the busiest beaches in
Chicago. "Monty and Rose" was an official selection of
the One Earth Film Festival and has aired on Chicago's
PBS station, WTTW Channel 11. More information is
available at www.montyandrose.net. The trailer is at
https://youtu.be/L52aiwfOMBM

Bob Dolgan created his first film, "Monty and Rose,"
as a volunteer plover monitor in Chicago in 2019. He is
a past Board Member of Chicago Ornithological Society
and writes the This Week in Birding newsletter. His
writing has appeared in the Chicago Tribune, Chicago
Sun-Times, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Chicago Reader,
Chicago Wilderness, Richmond Times-Dispatch and St.
Louis Post-Dispatch. Bob earned his BA from Kenyon
College and his MBA from Kellogg School of
Management at Northwestern University.

Stephanie Beilke is the Conservation Science
Manager for Audubon Great Lakes, based in Chicago.
She oversees conservation projects that use bird
monitoring to inform restoration, with a focus on the
coastal wetlands of the Great Lakes region. Stephanie is
originally from Green Bay, Wisconsin and has a master’s
degree in Environmental Science & Policy from the
University of Wisconsin Green Bay and a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Wisconsin.

July 8, 2021 — Overseas Birding & Research: Sri
Lanka, Bermuda, and Belize — Dr. Ragpuathy
Kannan, UA Fort Smith

Join Dr. Kannan as he takes you on a brief overseas
virtual tour. Explore Sri Lankan endemics and Indian
Ocean pelagics. Learn about nesting Bermuda petrels, a
bird he and his team studied without ever setting foot in
Bermuda, and without even seeing the bird! Know
about forest birds in Belize that only use black fungal
fibers for nesting. And get a sneak preview of future
post-pandemic birding trips to the tropics with him as
your guide.

Dr. Ragupathy Kannan has been on the biology
faculty at UA Fort Smith for 27 years. He specializes in
ornithology and field biology, especially tropical
biology. He just returned after being stranded by the
pandemic for a year in Sri Lanka, during which he made
best use of the time by doing over 500 bird surveys
from his balcony overlooking the Indian Ocean. He does
a number of short projects that involve undergraduates
and school students. His research initiatives cover the
range from local Arkansas birds to rainforest birds in
Central and South America and South Asia. Of late he
has focused on data mining projects from publicly
available citizen science databases like eBird. A
recipient of three international Fulbright awards, he
travels and lectures widely on biodiversity, climate
change, and related subjects.

August 12 — Protecting Lands and Enhancing
Habitats for Drinking Water Quality and Beyond
Raven Lawson, Central Arkansas Water

Raven Lawson, Watershed Protection Manager at
Central Arkansas Water, will talk about the Watershed
Protection Program at Central Arkansas Water,
including the program'’s history and future of protecting
and managing the landscapes that support the health of
the water source for nearly a half-million Arkansans.
This presentation will highlight special recent projects
that both enhance native habitats and recreation
opportunities in the Lake Maumelle Watershed, and
give insights on what to expect next in the utility’s
innovative approaches for large-scale land protection
and enhancement.

Raven Lawson is the Watershed Protection Manager
at Central Arkansas Water, the state’s largest drinking
water utility, serving 1 in every 6 Arkansans. For more
than 15 years, Raven has worked in many aspects of
ecology and natural resources management, ranging
from studying organisms and their systems, to working
in public education and water quality advocacy. In her
current position, she and her team are responsible for
the protection and management of nearly 25,000 acres
of watershed land and water resources owned by the
utility, and are charged with ensuring that nearly
500,000 Arkansans have clean, safe drinking water, and
that the plants, animals, and people of the Lake
Maumelle and Lake Winona watersheds have a thriving
place to call home.

Note: Visitar.audubon.org/eventsto find and

register for all meetings.



2020 Global Big Day Results

Dottie Boyles

Global Big Day is an event sponsored by eBird and
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, It was created as a way to
engage a worldwide network of birders to go out and
count birds in support of global bird conservation. On
May 8, 2021 - 53,478 participants from across the globe
recorded 7,280 species and submitted 139,162 check-
lists.

Worldwide - For the first time Peru passed Columbia
for the #1 spot with the most birds in one country with
1,351 species. Columbia was #2 with 1,207 species. The
United States, which includes the District of Columbia,
dropped to 10th with 729. (Compared to 5th with 712
species in 2020).

The United States submitted the most checklists with
78,088, followed by Canada with 15,076.

In the U.S. - Texas once again took the top spot with
408 species (up from 387 in 2020). Arkansas ranked
33rd with 211 species (down from 29th with 214
species in 2020).

In Arkansas - Vivek Govind Kumar and Todd Bal-
linger took the #1 spot with an impressive 166 species!
(They also ranked 24th among eBirders in the United
States); followed by Dustin Lynch, 99; and Jeremy
Chamberlain, 86.

Out of Arkansas's 75 counties — 49 reported activity
compared to 54 in 2020. Counties reporting the most
species were Washington, 143; Faulkner, 132; Craw-
ford, 124; and Pulaski, 120.

The top birding hotspot for the state was Frog Bayou
WMA in Crawford County with 106 species. Gillam Park
in Pulaski County ranked 5th with 68.

Arkansas Big Day

Despite a prediction of intermitted rain in the
forecast, Vivek Govind Kumar and Todd Ballinger
started their day at 4:30 a.m. in hopes of beating their
own previous Big Day record of 139 species, set May
23, 2020. The first bird of the day was a singing
American Robin. The second, a Barred Owl that
swooped low ahead of their headlights. Highlights of
the day included Willet, Upland and Buff-breasted
Sandpipers, American Bittern, Scarlet and Summer
Tanagers, multiple Painted and Indigo Buntings,
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Swainson's Hawks, Clay-
colored Sparrow, American Wigeon, and just about
every species of warblers.

Congratulations to Vivek and Todd for an
outstanding Big Day, both globally and personally.

Counting Counties Goal Realized

Dottie Boyles

In the 2018 September - November issue of The Snipe
[ wrote an article titled Counting Counties in Arkansas
and my quest to record birds in all 75 of Arkansas's
counties. My Mom got excited about the idea along with
birding buddies Karen Holliday and Cindy Franklin.

When I started this project I had just over 50 counties
with bird records, Mom had a few less. Karen, Cindy,
Mom, and I made various trips and adventures around
the state adding more and more counties to our list. By
January 2020, Mom and I were down to our last four -
Izard, Sharp, Lawrence, and Clay.

On March 7, 2020, Karen, Mom, and I loaded up the
car and headed for Izard and Sharp. By the end of the
day only two counties were left.

Then the pandemic hit and like most birders, we
chose to stay close to home. Birding with friends was no
longer an option. But those two missing counties,
Lawrence and Clay, kept nagging at me.

On March 5, 2021, Karen, Mom, and I made the
decision to head northeast, all masked up, and knock
out the last two counties. Karen also needed birds in
Lawrence for her list. We planned out a route and ended
up birding in Lawrence, Greene, Randolph, and Clay.

In Lawrence Co. Karen showed us the house she and
Ray lived in when they first married which, proved to be
a great stop because the road there turned out to be
very birdy. We found Trumpeter Swans in Randolph Co.
and met a very nice farmer. In Greene Co. we found
some great places to explore. Finally, we made it to Clay,
our #75 county! With the sun setting on us we headed
for home, satisfied with our accomplishment.

However, Karen still needed three counties, Boone,
Marion, and Baxter to finish her goal, so on April 17th,
the three of us, this time fully vaccinated, headed north
for another long but fun and successful birding day.

It's been a fun project. We've traveled many miles,
shared a lot of laughs, explored new places in Arkansas,
and met some nice people along the way.

Red-headed Woodecker. One of many seen at Bull Shoals-White
River State Park, Baxter County. | Photo: Dottie Boyles
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ASCA Field Trips Cancelled

Karen Holliday
ASCA Field Trip Coordinator

With continuing COVID-19 concerns, plus our priority
to keep members of our birding community healthy and
safe, the Officers and Board Members of ASCA decided to
suspend all monthly field trips until further notice. Due to
the necessity of maintaining social distancing, it is not
feasible at this time to hold large group activities. We will
keep you posted.

ASCA has a list of recommended places to bird in
Central Arkansas posted on their website:

https://wp.ascabird.org/birding/birding-hotspots/.

Mirror, Mirror ....

Wood Duck pondering his reflection. | Photo: Kenny Nations

Former ASCA Board Member Remembered

Robert Roy Bays
November 1, 1932 - April 30, 2021

Robert Roy Bays,
age 88, of Little Rock,
Arkansas, passed away
on April 30, 2021. Born
in Alexandria, LA on
November 1, 1932 to
Hobart Marvin Bays
and Renee M. Brous-
sard Bays, he was the
eldest of five children.
Raised in Alexandria,
Robert was a graduate
of Bolton High School
where he lettered in
track and played clari-
net in the concert and
marching bands. At age 17, he joined the National Guard
and was sent to Korea where he proudly served his
country. After his tour of duty, he returned home and
earned his bachelor’s degree at Louisiana College.

In September 1956, Robert married Elizabeth Cire in
Alexandria. In that same year, he began his professional
career at Central Louisiana Electric Company. In 1975,
Robert accepted a job opportunity with First Federal in
Little Rock, Arkansas where he made his home.

At a young age, Robert developed a lifelong love of
nature and the great outdoors. Among the special
memories of his youth were the times he spent fishing,

hunting, and camping with his father, family, and
friends. In his adult years, he took up additional hobbies
including archery and marksmanship, road-course auto
racing, photography, running marathons, flying small
airplanes, sailing, cycling and mountain biking, bird
watching, and fly fishing. He was a member of Trout
Unlimited, the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas,
and the Sierra Club. Robert was always interested in
seeing new places and trying new things. He put his
whole heart into every experience and included his
family in many of these adventures. He had a great
sense of humor and never met a stranger.

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth; daughters, Eris
and Catherine; granddaughter, Elizabeth Kyle; brother,
Johnny H. Bays (Cathy); sister, Carolyn Bays Maynard;
and his son-in-law, Terry L. Allen. He is also survived by
his aunt, Carrie Broussard; and his sister-in-law, Blythe
Bays. He was preceded in death by his parents, his
brothers, Ronnie M. Bays and Jerry C. Bays, and his
brothers-in-law.

For those wishing to remember Robert in a special
way, please take time to do something that he loved,
walk in the woods, look for beautiful birds, visit a
favorite fishing spot, bike up a mountain trail.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas or
Christ the King Church.
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Solitary Sandpiper
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This Solitary Sandpiper was seen by Karen Holliday, Doris Boyles
and Dottie Boyles while birding in Independence County during
Counties of Arkansas Week. | Photo: Dottie Boyles

LV

~

Baltimore Orioles are always a treat to see as they migrate through.
This one spotted in White County, in April, by Michael Linz and
Patty McLean. | Photo: Michael Linz

Baltimore Oriole

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
Chapter Only Membership Application

Name

Address

City State Zip
E-mail address

ASCA Dues Proration for New Members

Jan-Mar  Apr-Jun  Jul-Sep Oct-Dec*
Membership Level 100% 75% 50% 100%
__Student/Senior $10 $ 750 $500 $10

__Regular $15 $11.25 $ 750 $15
__Family $25 $18.75  $12.50 $25
__Supporting $35
__Patron $50

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership
for the following calendar year.

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid
online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below.

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to: Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805
Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only
Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine,
you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only
Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O.
Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211. If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company
and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001.

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our
mission is to encourage programs and
activities supporting all things natural, wild,
and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability
and improvement, as well as to promote
fellowship among members, educate and
inspire the public, and champion the highest
standards of ethical outdoor conduct.

Reporting a Banded Bird

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color
Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological
Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.

Find an Injured Bird?

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission authorized Migratory  Bird
Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website:
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr
atorybird_rehablist.pdf.



http://www.asca.org/
http://www.reportband.gov/
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
P. O. Box 6213
Sherwood, AR 72124

Forwarding and return postage guaranteed.
Return service requested.

Swainson's Hawks were reported in several
locations around the state, including Conway
County. | Photo: Michael Linz



