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BirdLR - Birdathon
Dan Scheiman
Birdathon Coordinator

Registration is now open for Audubon Arkansas’s
experience. Prizes will be announced for Most Species
BirdLR Birdathon. Birdathons all over the country
(Group), Most Species (Backyard), and Most Money
engage thousands of birders in raising hundreds of
Raised. In addition, Group team members will receive a
thousands of dollars for bird conservation. The BirdLR
car door magnet letting onlookers know you are a
Birdathon is a competitive search for birds plus a fun
volunteer birder (also handy for CBCs, etc.)
way to raise money for Audubon Arkansas's bird
Last year’s Birdathon was a success, despite the
conservation and environmental education work at the
coronavirus, thanks to 69 birders who formed 9 teams.
Little Rock Audubon Center.
All together teams tallied 204 species and raised $3,560
This year two team categories are available to
for Audubon Arkansas's bird conservation and
provide everyone the opportunity to participate in a
environmental education programs.
way that is safe and comfortable. Group Birdathon
The deadline is March 15. Registration forms are
teams consist of two to five participants who can bird
at http://ar.audubon.org/bird-lr. The sooner you
anywhere, together or apart ($250 fundraising
register your team the sooner Audubon Arkansas will
minimum). Backyard Birdathon teams are an individual
create your team’s profile page to make fundraising
or household who bird from the comfort of their home
easier, e.g. friends and family anywhere in the world can
($100 minimum). All teams have a full 24 hours on
donate online.
Saturday May 1, ample time to search for nocturnal
I’m looking forward to competing with you for a good
birds. On Sunday May 16, all teams are invited to join us
cause.
at the virtual Bird Bash where teams will share
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Minnesota to Arkansas
Kenny Nations

There has been a nice group (around 150) of
Trumpeter Swans and one Tundra Swan spending the
2020-2021 winter on Verlon Abram’s ponds on Hiram
Road in Cleburne County. This very kind man has not
only opened his ponds to the public for their viewing
pleasures, but also furnishes 1,500 to 2,000 pounds of
corn per week to feed them.
These ponds also welcomed Trumpeter Swan 8E and
his mate for the winter. 8E (radio transmitter collar) left
Minnesota on November 29, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. and
landed on the East (fondly known as the “Water For
Sale”) Pond at 7:30 a.m. on November 30th. That’s right,
700 miles in twelve hours.
The largest family present this year has nine
members, the parents and seven cygnets.
Trumpeter Swans in Cleburne County | Photo by Kenny Nations
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receive a vaccination until later in the
spring or summer. Some of those people
are your family members, friends, or coworkers. Until everyone who wants a
vaccination receives one, we cannot let
down our guard.
Because COVID-19 will not be under
control until late summer or early fall, all of
our birding activities have to remain
socially distanced much of this new year.
When we are finally able to gather again, it
will be such a relief to see people
unmasked and no longer wary of
approaching each other. I predict there will
be some joyous reunions in our birding
community. Until then please stay safe,
wear your mask, and continue to sanitize
those hands.
This recent cold snap likely has killed
some of our cherished plants. I would like
to remind everyone the Native Plant Sale
held at Audubon Arkansas is scheduled for
April 24. The sale will be conducted online.
Many of our favorite native plant vendors
will have their products for sale. This is an
excellent opportunity to add native plants
in your yard to feed pollinators and attract
the birds that feed on them.
Cindy Franklin, ASCA President

An Anna's Hummingbird visited a feeder in
Vilonia for several weeks. | Photo by Bob Harden
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Despite the weather, despite the
pandemic, despite the political upheaval, I
believe 2021 will be a better year than the
one just departed. Circumstances have
changed for the better. Vaccines have come
on line, and while the rollout has been
uneven across the county, each day more
people are getting immunized. The
onslaught of winter weather, below
average temperatures and a heavy snow
fall, is now a memory and we can begin the
work of assessing and cleaning up storm
damage. And whether or not you support
the results of the recent election, I think
most of us can agree it is a relief not to have
to listen to people quoting Twitter every
time you turn around.
Even though the pandemic will recede as
the months go by, I would like to urge
continued caution in our daily lives. If you
are vaccinated, now is not the time to
disregard pandemic precautions. First, we
do not know how long the vaccines will
protect the immunized from contracting
COVID-19. The vaccination might be
permanent. It's more likely we will need to
be vaccinated on a regular basis to prevent
resurgence of the disease. Second, many
people you know will not be eligible to

Welcome New Members
Ryland Brown
Marium Dupree
Rodney Ford
_____________________________________

In Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers go out to ASCA
Board Member Joan Ellison who lost her
sister, Pat Ellison, on Sunday, February 14,
2021.
Patricia A. "Pat" Ellison, 76, of Bella
Vista, AR, was the director of bands for
Springdale High School from 1979 to 2001.
She was well thought of and inspired many
of her students. She is survived by sisters
Barbara (Edward) Hancock, of Springdale,
and Joan Ellison, of Little Rock.

BIRDING DURING A PANDEMIC—A POSTCARD FROM SRI LANKA
This is an updated version of an article that appeared in Indian BIRDS Volume 16(2):64-65 [July 2020].
http://indianbirds.in/pdfs/IB_16_2_Kannan_PostcardSriLanka.pdf

Reproduced with permission.

Dr. Ragupathy Kannan

As I sit in the balcony of our colonial-style bungalow
in Sri Lanka, the COVID-19 pandemic rages across the
globe. Apart from the unspeakable death-toll, the
misery caused to local people by the widespread
lockdowns is depressing. Yet, I count my blessings. Here
I am in a comfortable house at the end of a winding
wooded lane, perched atop a cliff overlooking the clear
blue Indian Ocean. I have a stocked pantry, internet
access, and above all, I am surrounded by abundant
birdlife. What more can I ask for, given the dreary
circumstances?
I came to Matara, Sri Lanka, in early February, 2020,
as a U.S. Fulbright Scholar to the University of Ruhuna.
My mission was to teach the science of climate change
to students and lay audiences, to promote birding as a
way to connect with nature, and highlight career and
higher education opportunities at my home institution,
the University of Arkansas—Fort Smith. After seven
weeks of bliss, our world was turned upside down by
the pandemic. For the first time in its storied 70-year
history, the Fulbright Program got suspended worldwide. We were strongly urged to return home for fear of
us getting stuck abroad without return flights. But given
the deteriorating health situation in the USA and the
relatively stable situation in Sri Lanka, my wife and I
decided to stay put. More than a year into the
lockdowns here and across the globe, with much of air
travel scaled back or suspended, a clear end to the
pandemic is nowhere in sight. We are voluntarily stuck
in Sri Lanka.
I have always told students in my ornithology classes
that if they get into birding, there will be no boredom in
their lives, since birds are everywhere. So, faced with an
indefinite house confinement, I resorted to a blitz of
balcony birding. The monthly challenges announced by
eBird to submit yard lists, Big Day lists, and onelocation lists, were added incentives. With nearly 500
eBird checklists uploaded to date, reporting 105
species, my yard shows one of the highest tallies in the
country for this time period.
Sri Lanka is a mecca for birders, with over 500 bird
species including about 30 endemics, a warm and
hospitable people, and world-class yet affordable hotels.
Despite the lockdowns, I manage to get some decent
birding done every day from my easy chair in the
balcony.
I was initially struck by the similarity of Sri Lanka’s
birds with their counterparts in southern India. After
all, about 10,000 years ago, Sri Lanka was contiguous

with southern India. Rising sea levels at the end of the
last ice age isolated and made it an island. The birdlife
here in southern Sri Lanka is similar to that of the plains
of Tamil Nadu, but some birds are noticeably darker.
House Crows have less contrast between the gray neck
and darker body; White-bellied Drongos are just whitevented; the coffee brown color of Red-vented Bulbul
appears like a darker roast; and Yellow-billed Babblers
seem to have a dirtier head. Some birds sound a little
different too. White-browed bulbuls are less explosive
in their whistles.

Dr. Ragupathy Kannan logging birds from his balcony
in Sri Lanka | Photo courtesy of Ragupathy Kannan

From our 120-feet high balcony, I have a commanding view of a verdant Coconut and Jackfruit treefilled valley, and beyond that the clear blue Indian
Ocean. On both sides of the balcony are towering trees
whose canopies are at eye-level. Every morning these
days, I am treated with spectacular aerial displays of the
ubiquitous Green Imperial Pigeons. Occasionally, while
they are at it, they even clap their wings audibly, above
their bodies, apparently in an attempt to gain their
partner’s attention. Having a panoramic vista means
you get views (https://ebird.org/checklist/S67706304)
seldom seen from the ground. Swifts and swallows fly
under you or at eye level, often dashing by mere feet
away. I capture mp3 sounds with my little Olympus
WS-853 voice recorder that I may not easily get from
ground. The audio of the endemic Sri Lanka Swallow
from my balcony is the only one in eBird’s audio
database (https://ebird.org/checklist/S67712315). The
continued
on page
_____________
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BIRDING DURING A PANDEMIC - cont.
continued from page 3

soft chattering of endemic Sri Lankan Gray Hornbills as
they courted and copulated at eye level on coconut trees
(https://ebird.org/checklist/S67772285), and the Lesser Yellownape’s oddly raptor-like scream (https://
ebird.org/checklist/S67061973) are two of over 100 of
my audio uploads from Sri Lanka, augmenting my small
and growing collection of bird sounds.

reported it with detailed descriptions and photographs in a journal. It can be viewed at
https://indianbirds.in/pdfs/IB_16_6_KannanETAL_Com
monSwiftNewNEW.pdf.
The COVID-19 death toll in Sri Lanka is relatively low
at 280, after 54,000 infections. With its 0.5% mortality
rate, this island nation’s public healthcare system has
received its due praise. Between the first and second
waves of the pandemic, when lockdowns were eased, I
managed to sneak out of my bungalow for a few birding
trips. A pelagic expedition out into the Indian Ocean
past the continental shelf yielded new seabirds like
Swinhoe’s Petrel and Flesh-footed Shearwaters, but the
highlight was close encounters with huge Blue Whales.
A day-long back-breaking scooter ride with Pavan took
me to Sinharaja rainforest, a UNESCO World Heritage
site, where I saw beautiful endemics like Sri Lanka Blue
Magpie and Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush. Observing a
flock of the magpies over lunch at a waterfall, I
wondered what stranded this relic so far south here in
this tropical island, far from the nearest other magpies
in the Himalayas, about 2000 kms north.
The death toll world-wide has crossed 2,000,000. It is
hard to shake away the blanket of sadness. At nights
when I lie awake thinking of my son in faraway
Arkansas, or the prospect of being stranded indefinitely
in a foreign land, I try to think of that great birding
moment I had lately, and keep my mind on it till I fall
asleep. Often this strategy works. One night it was the
magnificent White-bellied Sea Eagle soaring over my
balcony with a snake-like eel in its talons, harassed by
crows and drongos; earlier, it was that beautiful Whitetailed Tropicbird drifting like a fairy over the ocean.
Birding helps me get through these dark days. This
hobby turned profession has brought me joy for four
decades, but for the first time, I realize its therapeutic
value. For that, I am grateful to the birds around us.
For further information on this and other articles
from the Indian Birds Journal of South Asian Ornithology
visit their website at https://www.indianbirds.in/
portfolio/vol-16-no-2/.

An endemic Sri Lankan Gray Hornbill shows its curiosity in the
balcony of Dr. Kannan's bungalow. | Photo by Ragupathy Kannan

All the seven island endemics in my yard have close
relatives in southern India. The Red-backed Flameback
is a recent split from the Black-rumped. Despite the
striking difference in appearance, it sounds the same.
Similarly, the Black-capped Bulbul too is a recent split
from the south Indian Flame-throated Bulbul. Sri
Lankan Swallows have all-red underparts, unlike their
closely-related Red-rumped Swallows. Sri Lankan Gray
Hornbills look so stately compared to their counterparts
the Malabar Gray Hornbills of the Western Ghats that
it’s a wonder they were once lumped. The Sri Lanka
Hanging Parrot sounds and behaves exactly like the
Vernal Hanging Parrot, but getting to see its red
forehead is a challenge because it always seems to be in
a great hurry. The staccato sound of the Crimsonfronted Barbet is reminiscent of a Coppersmith on
steroids. The Sri Lanka Green pigeon is a new split from
the Pompadour pigeon complex.
A thrilling event happened in August. Scanning a
large flock of swifts one morning, I noted one which
appeared different. It kept showing up again and again
till October. A lot of neck-breaking observations later,
my local friend Pavan Bopitiya and I established that it
was a new bird for Sri Lanka, the Common Swift. We

Note: Dr. Kannan and his wife returned home to Fort
Smith, Arkansas, the last week of February, 2021. He
expressed his heartfelt thanks to the ARBIRD-L
community for the many supportive letters he received
while abroad. With 500 eBird checklist entered Dr.
Kannan stated "My 4-hectacre yard is probably one of
the most studied spots in South Asia." Welcome home!
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Upcoming Programs
NOTE: All upcoming meetings will be online via Zoom.
Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting.
Registration takes the place of a sign-in sheet. After registering, you
will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the meeting.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
March 11, 2021 – The Pigeon: Friend, Worker, and Warrior
Jane Gulley
This month we continue our praise for the pigeon. Throughout history, the
Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) has been treasured as a source of companionship
and protein, admired and utilized for its unique navigational and athletic
abilities, and even worshiped as a timeless symbol of God’s grace. Today, it may
be more maligned than it deserves. Jane Gulley will teach us about the role
pigeons have played in our societies, and renew our sense of appreciation for
the pigeon. She'll show a short video.
Jane Gulley is a long-time ASCA member and past president. After getting
degrees from the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and Memphis
University, she taught high school American History and English. Later started
a program on the conservation of bald eagles that became a nationwide model,
for which she was inducted into the Arkansas Outdoor Hall of Fame. In addition
to eagles, she raised pigeons for 34 years and competed with racing pigeons
and in National Pigeon Association sanctioned pigeon shows.
Note: Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for this meeting.
______________________________________________________________________________________
April 8, 2021 – Science on the Antarctic Peninsula
Dr. J.D. Gantz, Hendrix College
Dr. Gantz will share what life is like working as a scientist in the US Antarctic
Program along the Antarctic Peninsula. This includes discussion of the ecology
and natural history of the region, exploration of the flora and fauna in the area,
discussion about the amenities and day-to-day life, and brief examination of Dr.
Gantz's research on the only insect native to that continent.
Dr. J.D. Gantz grew up in northeastern Ohio. After graduating from Mount
Union College, he joined the Laboratory of Ecophysiological Cryobiology at
Miami University (Ohio) to study how insects survive a variety of
environmental stresses, with a particular focus on chilling, freezing, and
dehydration. The Antarctic midge, Belgica antarctica, was among his primary
study subjects, which gave him a chance to travel to the Antarctic Peninsula to
collect and study these remarkably stress tolerant animals. After earning his
PhD in 2018 he started as an assistant professor of physiology in the
Department of Biology and Health Sciences at Hendrix College. He continues to
research the physiology of invertebrates that live in polar regions and other
extreme environments, and to collaborate with many amazing students while
working in Antarctica and Alaska.
Note: Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for this meeting.

Little Rock and Lonoke
Christmas Bird Count Results
Dan Scheiman, Compiler

For the Little Rock CBC held on
December 19, 2020, 22 field birders and
10 feederwatchers (with overlap between the two) tallied 16,309 birds of
98 species over a collective 65 hours
and 240 miles. We had more individuals
and species than last year, and the rain
was not as bad as forecasted. Besides a
returning Rufous Hummingbird, other
notable birds were 1 Ross’s Goose (5th
record), 1 Osprey (6th), 4 Wild Turkeys
(7th), and 1 Red-breasted Merganser
(3rd).
For the Lonoke CBC held December
27, 14 volunteers tallied 228,008 birds
(over 3x as many as last year) of a
phenomenal 110 species over a
collective 56 hours and 215 miles. We
tallied high counts for Snow Goose,
Greater White-fronted Goose, and Longbilled Dowitcher. The most notable
species was an American Bittern found
by Ed Laster and Ann Honeycutt, the
4th for the count and the first one since
1956! Other notable species were 4
Cackling Geese (10th record), 1 Virginia
Rail (10th), 2 Sora (8th), 1 Sandhill
Crane (2nd), 2 American Avocets (3rd),
1 Gray Catbird (4th) and 5 Palm
Warblers (6th and a high count). Quite
the lineup!
Covid-19 and reduced participation
sure didn’t hurt the results. Thanks to
all volunteers for your help with this
season's counts! Join us again next
season.
____________________________________

Broad-tailed Hummingbird

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

May 2021 – No Meeting
Please note: ASCA does not hold a meeting in May. Go birding and enjoy
spring migration! Participate in the BirdLR Birdathon (see page 1 for details).
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Photo by Michael Linz

Rare Birds Abound Around The Natural State
Dottie Boyles

From hummingbirds to grosbeaks the winter of
2020-2021 has sent Arkansas birders scrambling to see
rarities showing up at feeders around the state.
After a 20-year absence, and after a Winter Finch
Forecast prediction, Evening Grosbeaks made
appearances at feeders in Mena (1), near Hot Springs
Village (7), Pangburn (7), and Saline County (1).

It is believed to be the same bird that wintered there in
2019/2020.
A female Black-headed Grosbeak made an appearance to a backyard feeder in Monticello. The rare bird
was spotted on January 28th, by the homeowners sonin-law who was visiting from Illinois.

Black-headed Grosbeak in Monticello | Photo by Michael Linz

Female Evening Grosbeak in Mena | Photo by Michael Linz

While not rare, birders were entertained by the
homeowners chickens, in search of scraps under the
bird feeders, while waiting for the Black-headed
Grosbeak to appear.

Male Evening Grosbeak in Pangburn | Photo by Bob Harden

A number of hummingbirds have also been making
winter appearances around the state. A Black-chinned
Hummingbird was seen in Austin on January 20th
(photo, page 7).
A female Anna's Hummingbird has been present in
Vilonia for several weeks and even survived sub zero
temperatures and a record snowfall. It first arrived on
January 30th and was still present as of February 21st
(photo, page 2).
In December, a Broad-tailed Hummingbird, 5th state
record, showed up at a feeder in Wynne (photo, page 5).
While not as rare, a Rufous Hummingbird was
reported in Little Rock, December 2020/January 2021.

Rooster | Photo by Michael Linz

Other rarities reported around the state included
numerous reports of out-of-season Summer Tanagers
and Baltimore Orioles, a Bullock's Oriole (Texarkana),
29 Common Mergansers on Lake Dardanelle (high
count), Inca Doves (Scott), White-winged Dove
(England), Townsend's Solitaire (Izard County),
Cinnamon Teal (Pine Bluff), and the Tropical Kingbird
returned to Lake Saracen (Pine Bluff). Long-tailed
Ducks were spotted at several locations throughout the
state.
6

Field Trip Schedule

Black-chinned Hummingbird

ASCA Field Trips Cancelled
Karen Holliday
ASCA Field Trip Coordinator

With continuing COVID-19 concerns, plus our priority
to keep members of our birding community healthy and
safe, the Officers and Board Members of ASCA decided to
suspend all monthly field trips until further notice. Due to
the necessity of maintaining strict social distancing, it is
not feasible at this time to hold large group activities. We
will keep you posted.
ASCA has a list of recommended places to bird in
Central Arkansas posted on their website:
https://wp.ascabird.org/birding/birding-hotspots/.

Photo by Bob Harden

_________________________________________________________________

In Memory of:
Carolyn Giles York, 82, of Little Rock, AR, passed
away Monday, January 25, 2021. She was born August
26, 1938 in Little Rock to the late Earl Ervin Giles and
Marguerite Giles.
Carolyn is survived by her loving husband of 62
years, Dr. Lyndal York; daughter, Michelle Gocio and son
John York; brother, Bill Giles; four grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren and a nephew.
Carolyn worked at the Arkansas Services for the
Blind where she taught daily living skills to blind
children in nine counties in Central Arkansas.
She was a loving mother and a great friend to
everyone. Teaching Sunday School for the older ladies
group at Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church was a
joy. Carolyn and Lyndal were members of the Audubon
Society of Central Arkansas for many years, and a
member of the Arkansas Audubon Society. Carolyn will
be remembered most for her quick smile and warm
nature.

Larry was a Doctor of Chiropractic and owned his
own practice in Pine Bluff. He retired to Heber Springs
and worked with the Cleburne County Extension
Service as the 4-H Program Assistant.
Larry loved the outdoors, bird watching and camping.
He was a professional photographer and loved to take
pictures of God’s work. He posted his pictures often on
Facebook and for those who followed him his
photography will be greatly missed. He loved feeding
the deer and Wild Turkeys that visited his backyard.

Larry Franklin Jernigan, 77, of Heber Springs, AR
passed away November 22, 2020 at Baptist Hospital in
Heber Springs. He was born in Bells, Tennessee, the son
of the late Nebbit Jernigan and Jewell Dancer Jernigan.
He was a member of Sugarloaf Baptist Church in Heber
Springs and a U.S. Army Veteran serving at Walter Reed
Hospital doing research work.
He is survived by his wife, Jean Coody Jernigan; three
daughters, Jamie and Don Milliken of Dewitt, Jennifer
and Michael Wilson of Elkins, and Kelli Kennedy and
Tony Ogles of Pine Bluff; five grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Larry always named his pictures. This one entitled,
"Repeating Themselves" was taken in his backyard.
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Tufted Titmouse | Photo by Gail Miller

Chapter Only Membership Application
Name _____________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
City _______________________ State ______ Zip _______
E-mail address ______________________________________
ASCA Dues Proration for New Members

Membership Level
__Student/Senior
__Regular
__Family
__Supporting
__Patron

Jan-Mar
100%
$10
$15
$25
$35
$50

Apr-Jun
75%
$ 7.50
$11.25
$18.75

Jul-Sep Oct-Dec*
50%
100%
$ 5.00
$10
$ 7.50
$15
$12.50
$25

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership
for the following calendar year.
All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid
online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below.
Make check payable to ASCA and mail to: Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only
Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine,
you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).
Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O.
Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211. If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company
and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001.

______________________________________________________________

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our
mission is to encourage programs and
activities supporting all things natural, wild,
and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability
and improvement, as well as to promote
fellowship among members, educate and
inspire the public, and champion the highest
standards of ethical outdoor conduct.
_____________________________________

Reporting a Banded Bird
To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color
Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological
Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.
_____________________________________

Find an Injured Bird?
For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission authorized Migratory Bird
Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website:
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr
atorybird_rehablist.pdf.

