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This bird is an albino Purple Martin that visited North Country Club Blvd., Little Rock the last week in
June and the first week in July. It was a full albino, having a pink bill, feet, and eyes. Everybody in our
 neighborhood saw it except your editor. The picture was taken by Mr. Louis Lanford of Little Rock, who
. sent the photo.

Weregret to note the death on July 17 of Virginia Griffin Springer, widow of C. Cliff Springer of Little
Rock. Virginia was a charter member of the Pulaski County Audubon Society and the Arkansas Audubon
Society. As one of our charter members and an excellent birder she was very influential in guiding the infant
Pulaski Society. Some of the most pleasant and rewarding birding days that I have known in Arkansas were at
the Springer cabin on the White River below De Valls Bluff. If the present membership does as well by the
Society as Virginia and her cohorts did, the society will bloom forever. I am sure it will.

Both the June and July meetings were potluck suppers and as usual we had our full quota of hungry mem-
bers. The June meeting was held at the Perk Floyds’, at Ferguson Lake near Hensley (the old Lakeside Coun-
try Club area). Dr. Ted Crosley, of UALR, gave us an interesting talk on environmental health. At the July
meeting, at the Little Rock Zoo, the new director, Charles Wilson, gave us a talk on the philosophy of zoos
and the program and new animals at the zoo. We enjoyed a tour of the zoo at dusk, the best time to see the
animals, especially the agouti, the guanaco and the Pere David Deer. We enjoyed meeting Tom Countryman,
whom the Society sent to Audubon Nature Study Camp this year. Many thanks to Debi Roberts for the half
bushel of lovely cucumbers she brought to the meeting.

The first prize ($1,000) in the National Audubon Society’s contest for increasing membership during the six months ending June
30 in the central region went to the Prairie Audubon Society of Nebraska with an increase of 188 percent. Second prize ($500) went
to our own Greer’s Ferry Audubon Society whose increase was 75 percent. For the greatest numerical increase, St. Louis Audubon
Society got first prize ($1,000) with an increase of 93 members. The Prairie Audubon Society increase of 92 members got them
second prize ($500). Greers Ferry increased by 44 members. We were credited with a net increase of nine members, thanks to many
non-renewals. Your editor is aware that we won nothing, but he finds it hard to believe that we gained only nine new members during
the six months.

Be sure to read President Bill Shepherd’s reply to the letter to the editor by a man who questions the value of any endangered
species and why they should not be allowed to die out. Let us hope that the most endangered species, namely man, does not die
out.

The Society’s photo contest closes September 1.

Twenty four birders went on the Lonoke field trip on August 16. The number of birds and the number of species seen were small,
but the quality was excellent. Three Baird’s Sandpipers, 7 Wilson’s Phalaropes, 2 Long-billed Dowitchers, 1 Solitary Sandpiper, 3
Spotties, and a few Pectorals, 1 Semi-palmated Plover, and the three peep made up the shorebirds. Add to that a few Little Blue
Herons, 3 Great Blues, and 3 Greens and 25 Black Terns and you about have it.

Thanks are due to Mr. James E. Halliburton, CPA, who very kindly audited the Society books for 1974, at no expense to the
Society.

We hope that many of you will come to the wildlife films again this year. We just about broke even last year. This year, with an
increase of $50 (from $975 to $1,025) for lecturers’ fees and, for the first time $150 for auditorium rental, we face a $200 deficit.
As though that is not enough, we have competition from National Audubon Society wildlife films on educational TV. Iola Rea is
doing all the preseason mailing of brochures and ticket applications again this year, for which we are very grateful.

MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS

Tuesday, September 9, 7:45 p.m.: Regular meeting at the Pulaski Heights Baptist Church, corner of Kavanaugh and Cedar.
Steve Wilson, environmentalist of the Arkansas State Highway Department will discuss the relative merits of conservation of endangered
species if their habitats are not protected.

Saturday, September 20, 8:00 a.m.: Field trip to see migrating hawks as they fly across Arkansas on their way to the tropics. The
ridges along the Arkansas River west of Little Rock are excellent places to view them. Meet at the far east end of Rivercrest Drive
on Walton Heights. Leader, Bill Shepherd, 375-3918. The trip will be cancelled if visibility is poor (rain or fog).

Saturday, October 11, 3:00 p.m.: Field trip to Lonoke and Scott area to see ducks, shorebirds and rails. Meet at the Union 76
Truck Stop at the Galloway Exit (exit 161) from Interstate Highway 40. Leader, Jack Crabtree, 753-1723.

October 24-26: Fall meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society, at El Dorado. See the September AAS Newsletter for details.

1975 — 1976 AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM SERIES

Tuesday, September 30 Greg and Linda McMillan PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Twilight of Eden
Tuesday, November 11 Walter Berlet EAST SIDE STORY: Bahamas to Quebec
Tuesday, January 27 Tom Sterling THE MARSH — A Quiet Mystery
Monday, February 23 Bower Rudrud TREASURE OF EAST AFRICA
Thursday, March 25 ‘ John Bulger WILD SCANDINAVIA

Family season ticket — $12.00, Individual — $6.00, Student — $1.50

Send your check to Dr. Carlos Araoz, Treasurer, 24 Glenridge Road, Little Rock 72207. Where else can you and your family
see 5 films and hear 5 leading wildlife lecturers in person for $12.00.
Even if you cannot attend, buy a ticket anyway, they make fine birthday presents.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bailey, Pappas, Gay, McGrew, Colclasure, 1200 Medical Towers Bldg. Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Huddle, 6815 Forbing Rd., No. 18

Bill Beall, 2001 Garner Lane, Fort Smith Alward A. Hudnall, 12213 Rivercrest

Mrs. Wheatley Beard, 2 Mohave Dr., N.L.R. Ector R. Johnson, 30 Pinehurst Cir.

P. H. Butcher, 115 East Capitol Msrs. Lillian M. Leddy, Rte. 4, Box 612A, Mena

Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Cabe, 2 Glenridge Rd. Richard Lewis, 4214, Lee Ave.

Dr. & Mrs. Amail Chudy, 31 Heritage, N.L.R. Sue Marshall, 116 Pearl

Hubert Cochran, 5517 Scenic Dr. Dr. & Mrs. M. R. McCaskill, 8 Broadview

Mrs. Tweed Culpan, 1129 W. Scenic Dr., N.L.R. John C. Miller, 3419 W. 25

Mrs. H. Tyndall Dickinson, 6 Palisades Dr. Charles H. Mills, Box A, Wilton

Dr. & Mrs. Stevenson Flanigan, 85 Robinwood Harry J. Nichols, Rte. 4, Box 863, Hot Springs

Dr. & Mrs. A. J. Forestiere, P. O. Box 614, Harrisburg Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Penick, 13540 Rivercrest

Bruce M. Freeman, 603 S. Elm, No. 6 Arthur J. Pfeifer, 32 Shannon Dr.

William Fulton, 504 Sierra Madre, N.L.R. ‘ David E. Pyle, 8101 Cantrell, Apt. 402

Michael Funk, Box 3162, L.R. Dr. and Mrs. H. Reed, 1127 W. Scenic Dr., N.L.R.
Shelly Grunden, 326 S. Main, Monticello Les Sessions, 9509 Vanderbilt

Susan M. Hardin, 111 S. Rice ‘ Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Toland, 5101 Arlington Dr., N.L.R.
C. Reid Henry, Jr., 4 Armistead Mr. & Mrs. Harry Tolleson, 3400 T. P. White Dr., Jacksonville
Stephanie Hill, Rte. 3, Box 289, Lonoke D. C. VanCleve, 2902 S. Tyler

Mrs. Barbara Howard, 9 River Oaks

If any of you new members have special talents, we can use them. We need help on our membership committee, our hospitality
committee, to lead field trips, the conservation committee, and especially, right now, on our wildlife-films committee.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Arkansas Audubon Society Trust makes small grants to students or others working on educational or ecological projects,

especially projects that increase knowledge of the ornithology or ecology of Arkansas. The trust will accept applications until
October 1.

The Brown Pelican, which was thought to have been reestablished in Louisiana, is reported to be dying out again, as the result of
pesticide pollution. Our environment still needs a great deal of improvement and control.

The Sales Corner at the Museum of Science and Natural History needs volunteers for sales personnel. Particularly needed are
volunteers for Sunday afternoon, to work in pairs.

The fall teal hunting season has been set by the State and Federal wildlife people from September 13 to 21.

On the local conservation front (thanks to Bill Shepherd):

The last General Assembly funded the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission to the extent of $1.5 million for purchase of lands
that have special environmental value, and a small staff was authorized and funded for the biennium. Governor Pryor has promised
$1 million of Arkansas Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation money for land purchases.

The Game and Fish Commission, by a related bill, is required to submit an environmental impact statement to the Natural Heri-
tage Commission before it can cut timber on a Wildlife Management Area.

A bill was defeated in the legislature that would have forbidden the State Department of Pollution Control and Ecology to set
or enforce air quality standards that are higher than the Federal EPA standards.

A bill concerning disposable beverage containers never got out of committee.

Seven streams have been saved, more or less:

1)  The big victory was Governor Pryor’s refusal to support construction of the Bell Foley Dam on the Strawberry River.

2)  The Governor also opposed channel-modification on Big Creek in Lee, Phillips, and Monroe counties.

3)  Lone Rock Dam on the Buffalo River was recommended by the Corps of Engineers for congressional de-authorization - - a
formality now that the Buffalo National River has been established.

4)  The proposed dam on the Eleven-Point River also was recommended by the Corps of Engineers for congressional de-authoriza-
tion.

5)  Channelization of Bayou Bartholomew was recommended by the Corps of Engineers for congressional de authorization (this
does not preclude channel-clearing or flood-control dams.)

6)  The Corps has decided to do no work on the Mulberry River .

7)  Our senators and congressmen have opted for no dam on the Saline River.

These members of Congress also kept all the Arkansas areas in the Eastern National Forest Wilderness Bill (2 instant wildernesses
and 3 study areas), so that the bill, which had so many areas in other states removed from it before it was enacted into law, was a
complete success as far as Arkansas areas are concerned.

The Cache River questions still hangs in the air.

Henry N. Halberg, Editor
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