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One of our best friends and member of the Audubon movement, Ruth Thomas, has gone and we shall miss her. The Country Diarist was
was a shining light in the conservation movement and a friend to us all. Let us hope that her message will not die with her, and that the
Gazette will find a worthy successor. The author of “Crip, Come Home” will always live in our hearts.

At the January meeting, Dr. Shirley Ann Gilmore was elected president of the society, William Shepherd, Jr. was elected vice president,
and Mrs. Thelma Parker, Donald Oglesby, and Henry Halberg were re-elected sécretary, treasurer, and editor, respectively. We con-
gratulate the officers and wish them the best of luck in the year ahead.

Mr. John Preston, director, assisted by Mr. Bill Barber of the museum staff gave us a fine talk on animals of Arkansas. We are proud to
have such fine natural scientists on the museum staff.

Mr. Herbert Evans of the Soil Conservation Service treated the 50 members and friends present at the February, Sunday meeting to a
fine slide talk “Inviting birds to your home” with a bird-song accompaniment.

At a business meeting on February 12 we were entertained by Mrs. Ellen Neaville’s slides of the Maine Audubon Camp where she went
last year on a Ruth Thomas scholarship award. The slides made your editor yearn for a whiff of salt water. A lovely place and some
very good slides. Plans for the ensuing year were discussed. Dr. Gilmore plans to have 5 or 6 meetings, some in the evening and some
on Sunday as the members wish. There will be none in May or October. There will be quarterly business meetings, like the February
meeting. Field trips will be expanded to include botany and geological trips.

The éociety voted to give $250.00 to the Endowment Fund of the Arkansas Audubon Society Trust as a memorial to Ruth Thomas;
also to pay for a Ruth Thomas scholarship this year (tuition and fees for two weeks at an Audubon Camp, plus $50.00 for travel
expenses). Preference is to be given to a resident of Pulaski County.

An introductory course in ornithology for children this summer under the auspices of the Museum of Science and Natural History was
approved; $175.00 was allocated for this project.

A self-help bird study group is planned, for interested members.
The Society voted to expend $150.00 to frame more of the pictures of state birds at the museum.

The Society voted to expend not more than $100.00 for public liability insurance to protect itself and the members against suits that
might arise from accidents to persons participating in field trips or other gatherings.

Committees appointed are listed below. Each committee is allowed $100.00 to carry out its activities.

MEMBERSHIP — Edith Halberg, Amelia Metrailer, T. H. Tatum, Thelma Vollman and Don Oglesby (ex officio).

PROGRAM AND PUBLICITY — Helen Poe, David T. Nolan, Mrs. Vivian Scarlett, Ila W. Steinkamp and William S. Shepherd (ex officio).
CONSERVATION-EDUCATION — Barbara Cohen Althoff, Roberta Crabtree, Patty Lou Dillaha, Daphine Doster, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Talbert, and Shirley Ann Gilmore and Bill Shepherd, both ex officio.

FIELD TRIP — Henry Halberg, Dr. William S. Scarlett and Shirley Ann Gilmore (ex officio).

MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS

Sunday, March 11, 2:30 p.m.: Regular meeting at the Museum of Science and Natural History, MacArthur Park. Program, spring wild-
flowers of Arkansas, slide talk by Joe Poe.

Saturday, March 17, 8:30 a.m.: Field trip to Conway area. Meet at the Ramada Inn at Conway at 8:30 a.m. Coming from Little Rock
take the 2nd exit off Interstate 40. Bring lunch if you plan to stay all day. Call Dr. Gilmore for information, 225-2309

Sunday, April 8, 2:30 p.m.: Regular meeting at the Museum of Science and Natural History, MacArthur Park. Gary Graves will talk on
breeding warblers of Arkansas with emphasis on habitats.

April 12-14: Texas Ornithological Society, spring meeting, at the Howard Johnson Motel, 7800 Inter-regional, Austin, Texas. For
information, write Mrs. Marjorie Adams, 706 Wayside Drive, Austin, Texas 78703.

Saturday, April 21, 8:30 a.m.: Field trip to see wildflowers and birds in Prairie and Lonoke Counties. Meet at Winrock Farms head-
quarters and rice drier on U. S. 70 on the east edge of Carlisle. Leader Bill Shepherd, 375-3918. Morning trip, bring lunch if you plan
to stay out all day.

May 4-6: Spring meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society at Fayetteville. Details in the AAS March 15 Newsletter.

May 11-12: Oklahoma Ornithological Society, spring meeting, at Black Mesa on the Colorado-New Mexico line. Rocky Mountain foot-
hills and High Plains.

Saturday, May 19, 10:00 a.m.: Field trip to Magazine Mountain to see Rufous-crowned Sparrows and other breeding birds. Meet at
Havana at the junction of Highways 10 and 309. Leader, Bill Shepherd. Bring lunch.

June 7-11: National Audubon Society annual convention, Denver, Colorado.

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM SERIES
At the University Medical Center, West Markham Street, at 7:45 p.m. Plenty of well lighted parking.
March 8 Steve Maslowski Kentucky out of doors
April 10 Edgar Jones Fabulous Africa
Tickets at the door — $1.25. Students .50 cents.



BIRD NEWS

The Christmas Censuses provide plenty of work and excitement. The society sponsors three: Little Rock, Slovak, and White River
National Wildlife Refuge, under the leadership of Ann Brambl, Gary Graves, and Bruce Tedford, respectively.

Little Rock produced 83 species, a new high for the 24 participants. Two Cattle Egrets, 2 Turkeys, 13 Bonaparte’s Gulls, 1 Monk
&Parrot, 3 Long-billed Marsh Wrens, 2 Water Pipits, and 1 Yellowthroat are pretty fancy, but 499 Ring-billed Gulls are almost too
many; 8.7 million Red-winged Blackbirds and 2.8 million Common Grackles are too many.

Slovak’s 7 participants counted 75 species and about 100,000 birds. Outstanding species were the Peregrine Falcon, the Sprague’s
Pipit, 8 Smith’s Longspurs, 500 Lapland Longspurs, 62 Leconte’s Sparrows, 40,000 Mallards, and 8 Great Horned Owls. There were
no Short-eared Owls.

White River yielded 91 species, a new high, which will be hard to better. All four geese were seen including 1500 Canadas, and

14,000 Mallards. The Red-headed Woodpeckercount of 10 was low. One Sprague’s Pipit,1 Orange-crowned Warbler, 1 Oregon Junco,
1 Lapland Longspur, 4 White-breasted Nuthatches, 13 Winter Wrens, 3 Lincoln Sparrows, and 2 Great-horned Owls helped increase

the total.

The January field trip to Holla Bend Refuge was a howling success, at least the rain howled all day long. However, 800 Canada Geese,
900 Blues and Snows, and 2 White Fronts were a beautiful sight. Only 3 Eagles were seen, 2 Bald and one Golden.

The February trip to Stuttgart was not very fruitful, as is usual for that time of year. Twelve Short-eared Owls and 50 Lapland Long-
spurs were interesting, and several thousand ducks at the Pine Bluff sewer ponds put on a good show.

GOSSIP

Mr. Trusten Holder would like any plants, shrubs, and trees that we can spare, to replant the scarred areas of the lower Cache River,
and to help lessen erosion. Leave them at the Blind School on West Markham Street.

A moon rock will be exhibited at the Museum of Science and Natural History through March 16.
Don’t forget to go to the State Audubon meeting at Fayetteville.

Fran James will be at the National Science Foundation in Washington for a year. We wish her a successful journey, and will miss her
at the spring meeting.

Happy spring birding,
Henry Halberg
Editor
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