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Bird News
ASCA’s new phone service for rare bird reports and
other information is the best thing to happen to central
Arkansas birders in a long time. Call it up occasional-
ly to find out about ASCA activities and interesting
bird sightings. The service, which is run by Dorothy
Metcalf, can be reached by calling 753-8496. You can
listen for the latest reports of rare birds in the area, and
when the message is over you can leave your own

reports of unusual sightings. And remember, please
leave your name when you call, for whatever reason.

The U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service has reported that
spring counts of breeding ducks showed no significant
change from last year. An increase had been hoped for.
Mallards and wigeons showed small gains, but blue-
winged teal and pintails continued to decline. Six of the
ten major duck species are significantly below their
population averages for 1955-86. (From the Ornitholog-
ical Newsletter.)

Anyone whe is interested in working on developing
a plan for a wildlife sanctuary below the Lake Maumelle
Dam, give Neil Curry a call: 868-5806 or 868-5297. This
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could be a valuable and interesting project, and we need
some good people to help plan it.

We need help building bluebird boxes to sell to raise
money for ASCA’s conservation activities. If you can
hammer or saw, or even if you can’t, come on out
November 21-22. See the Calendar for details.

The Christmas Bird Counts are coming up, and we'd
welcome your help if you have a little birding knowl-
edge and don’t mind a little exercise. The Little Rock
count is December 19 and the Lonocke count is
December 20. For information about how to par-
ticipate, call Perk Floyd at 888-4252. These counts last
from dawn to dusk, with teams counting all the birds
they can find in their assigned areas. At the end of the
day participants meet to tablulate the results, which
are then sent to national CBC compilers. This nation-
wide study of winter bird populations is a valuable re-

An old bird book is being sought by Joe Neal of Fay-
etteville to complete a set of volumes on Arkansas
birds. Joe is looking for a copy of H. E. Wheeler’s The
Birds of Arkansas. He's willing to trade a new copy of
his and Doug James’s Arkansas Birds or make some
other deal. Write him at the Zoology Department, Uni-
versity of Arkansas, Fayetteville 72701 if you can help.

continued

Calendar

Saturday, November 7, 8:30 a.m.: Canoe float field
trip on the Little Maumelle River (or Big Maumelle,
depending on water level) at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park. Easy canoeing in a beautiful area with big
cypress trees; you’ll see parts of the park you haven’t
seen before. Bring a sack lunch, and call to reserve a
place. Information: Jane Gulley, 225-2072, or call the
ASCA hotline, 753-8496.

Thursday, November 12, 7 p.m.. ASCA board
meeting at the Game and Fish Commission Building.
All members are welcome at board meetings. Informa-
tion: Neil Curry, 868-5806.

Saturday and Sunday, November 21-22.: Help
ASCA’s elves build bluebird boxes to sell to raise
money for conservation activities. Qur summer supply
is gone and we need more houses to get ready for Christ-
mas sales and the bird seed sale. Bring a sack lunch,
power drills and hammers if you have them. It’s at Neil
Curry’s house, Highway 300 and Pinnacle Valley Road,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Sunday. We need
your help! Call Neil at 868-5806.

Sunday, December 6, 2 p.m.: Planning meeting for the
Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts at Perk
Floyd’s house at the Lakeside Country Club. If you're
interested in participating or need directions to Perk’s
house, call 888-4252.

Saturday, December 12, 6 p.m.: Annual ASCA
Christmas potluck dinner and election of officers at
Camp Aldersgate. Bring 5-10 slides of nature subjects
to share, and bring something to eat to share, too.
Bring your own plates and silverware; ASCA will pro-
vide the drinks. Go west on Kanis Road (12th Street)

past John Barrow but not as far as the Interstate; turn
south on Aldersgate Road and watch for the camp on
your right a little ways down the road. If you can’t get
there right at 6, come when you can. For information,
call Neil Curry at 868-5806 or 868-5297.

Saturday, December 19, dawn: Little Rock Christmas
Bird Count. For information, call Perk Floyd, 888-4252.

Sunday, December 20, dawn: Lonoke Christmas Bird
Count. For information, call Perk Floyd, 888-4252.

Thursday, January 14, 7 p.m.: ASCA board meeting
at the Game and Fish Commission Building. All
members are welcome at board meetings. Information:
Tom Wittenberg, 663-0123 or 666-7218.

Saturday, January 16, 8 a.m.: Field trip to Holla Bend
National Wildlife Refuge to see bald eagles, geese,
ducks, hawks, etc. Sometimes we see such rarities as
peregrine falcon, Harris’s sparrow, long-eared owl, or
Ross’s goose. ASCA will take a bus (or two) to the
refuge; the cost will be announced later. If you want to
go, call Neil Curry at 868-5806 for more information.
No refunds for no-shows. Bring a sack lunch and dress
warmly. If you want to go to the refuge on your own
(it’s along the Arkansas River just downstream from
Dardanelle), meet at the refuge headquarters for lunch
with everyone else. The refuge staff will give a demon-
stration of duck banding and may even let us help alit-
tle bit.

Thursday, February 11, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting of
the ASCA board at the Game and Fish Commission
Building. All members are welcome at board meetings.
Information: Tom Wittenberg, 663-0123 or 666-7218.




Bird News

search tool for scientists, but for local birders it’s most-
ly an interesting challenge and a lot of fun. We always
need more people to help out, so please call Perk if you
can participate.

Our Holla Bend field trip is an ASCA favorite, and
it’s coming up in January. For details, see the Calen-
dar. This is an easy way to get a guided tour through
a national wildlife refuge that’s home to thousands of
ducks and geese, plus good numbers of hawks and bald
eagles.

Need bird seed? Every birdwatcher always needs
bird seed. ASCA and the Arkansas Wildlife Federation
are again sponsoring a special sale of sunflower seeds,
and you can get in on it right now. The seed will be sold
in 30-pound plastic-lined bags for only $10. That’s a
good deal! Place your order now by sending a check or
money order to Arkansas Wildlife Federation, Bird
Seed Sale, 7509 Cantrell Road, Room 226, Little Rock,
Arkansas 72207, or call 663-7255. You can pick up your
seed December 19-20 at the Game and Fish Commis-
sion Building. Since ASCA is co-sponsoring this sale,
we need volunteers to help unload the trucks when the
seed arrives December 14. To volunteer, call Neil Curry
at 868-5806.

A lot of people are interested in feeding birds, it
seems. ASCA’s program on “How to Attract Birds”
at Pinnacle on October 11 attracted quite a crowd, who
learned all about bird feeders, bird seed, and other
backyard information. Our thanks to all the ASCA and
Pinnacle people who ran the show.

There were some good sightings during ASCA’s
“hawk watch” at Pinnacle Mountain State Park
September 26. Included among the birds seen were 3-6

Chapter News

Early reports indicate that the state society meeting
at Village Creek was a great one, and the weather even
cooperated, despite the threatening clouds. If you
missed it, make a note to yourself to watch for next
spring’s get-together.

There’s an appeal for memberships in the state
Audubon Society enclosed in this newsletter. Take a
moment toread it and consider joining AAS (a separate
organization from ASCA) if you're not already a
member. It’s a lot of fun!

Miss Amelia Metrailer, a beloved ASCA member for
many years, passed away October 24 and was buried
in Calvary Cemetery. Miss Metrailer, a retired medical
technologist, was well known to all ASCA folks; we'll
miss her smile and presence at our meetings. Our sym-
pathy goes out to her family members.

Starting in July, National Audubon changed the way
that our “‘dues split” is paid. Before then, the chapter’s
share of members’ dues varied according to the mem-
bership level. We got $9.50 for a $30 membership, $15
for a $50 membership, etc. Now we receive $5.50 for all
levels of membership. The exception is that we get $15
for a “‘chapter-generated’’ new membership. So please,
send any memberships that you generate to Henry

ospreys, three unidentified falcons, five Cooper’s
hawks, one sharp-shinned hawk, three broad-winged
hawks, and six red-tails.

ASCA’s own Tom Wittenberg shepherded a family
of killdeer across busy West Markham Street one day
after the young were born on his business’s parking lot
this summer. The killdeer seemed intent on making it
to Park Plaza; maybe Dillard’s was having a sale that
day.

ASCA is ordering more copies of the second edition
of the National Geographic Society field guide. This is
generally considered to be the best bird guide for North
America. If you want one, call Wendy Margolis,
664-8477.

The latest issue the the state Game and Fish Com-
mission magazine reports on the status of the ruffed
grouse restocking effort in north Arkansas. Grouse
disappeared from the state around the turn of the cen-
tury, due to unregulated hunting and forest destruc-
tion. A few were reintroduced, unsuccessfully, in
Arkansas around 1949. Since 1981, the G&FC has re-
leased more than 650 grouse in the Ozarks, and results
are more promising this time. The distinctive “drum-
ming”’ of the courting male grouse can be heard in
places in springtime, and last year two nests were
found. The restocking effort’s real outcome won’t be
known for many years, but G&FC biologists are
hopeful that this species may someday once again be
a part of the Ozarks’ ecosystem.

The Arkansas bird checklist published by the Arkan-
sas Audubon Society is an excellent way to keep track
of field trip sightings, and is a quick reference on
species’ migration dates and distribution. All Arkan-
sas birders ought to have a supply of the lists; keep a
few in your field guide, backpack, and glove compart-
ment. To order three of the lists, send 25 cents and a
long, stamped, self-addressed envelope to Max Parker,
2426 S. Main, Malvern, Arkansas 72104. Larger quan-
tities are available on request.

President’s Note

Proxy votes are important! Please, if you haven’t
sent in your proxy vote for the National Audubon
Society board election, send it in. (See insert in this
Snipe.) The first time we set out ballots only 120 came
back. With a membership of more than 800 we need
more votes to make an impact for better chapter rep-
resentation on the National board. Speaking of boards
and elections . . . If you would like to be nominated for
an office or board position in our chapter for 1988 let
me know. I will be appointing a nominating panel, and
we need good folks to carry on the Audubon cause.

The bird seed sale will be here soon and if you would
like to help during the sale, I'll find you a time to help.
Selling seed is a good way to really see how many folks
enjoy the birds.

Hope you have a fantastic fall and join us in support-
ing Audubon.

—Neil Curry




Conservation News

These conservation issues of national importance
have been identified as “high priority issues for intense
and immediate focus” by the National Audubon
Society:

e Safeguard the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
which is under threat of oil development.

e Conserve America’s ancient virgin forests, especial-
ly in the Northwest, where they are rapidly
disappearing.

e Preserve wetlands, which this country continues to
lose at a rate estimated to be 450,000 acres a year.

e Fight the spread of toxics, including acid rain.

e Protect the Platte River ecosystem in central
Nebraska, home to many species and migratory habitat
for sandhill and whooping cranes.

Note: It’s very important right now that you write
our senators and congressmen and ask that they sup-
port full wilderness protection for the coastal plain of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. In a compromise
several years ago, Congress did not give complete pro-
tection to the refuge from oil interests, who now want
to drill test wells as a prelude to developing an oil field
here. These oil interests, of course, have a willing helper
in the current administration. Interior Secretary
Donald Hodel has urged Congress to open up the en-
tire area to the oil companies, despite many conclusions
in a draft report that the area’s wildlife and wilderness
would be severely harmed. What wildlife? A large
{200,000-animal) caribou herd, grizzly bears, polar
bears, muskoxen, wolves, loons, tundra swans, snow
geese, golden eagles, and many, many others. Accord-
ing the Interior Department report, there is only a 20
per cent chance of finding enough oil in the refuge to
make development economically feasible. The same
report states that oil development could cause the
caribou herd to decline by as many as 72,000 animals.

Won't you please take a moment to encourage our
congressional representatives to support full protec-
tion for this precious wilderness refuge? Please write
today.

Environmentalists are asked sometimes why we care
about saving “useless” plants and animals like the snail
darter or the furbish lousewort. Of course an over-
whelming amount of scientific knowledge benefiting
mankind has come from studying the natural world
through the centuries, and the process continues today.
There is no question that cures for human diseases lie
waiting undiscovered in obscure plants and animals.
The latest possibility is sea urchin eggs, which contain
amino acids that may help some infertile men have
children. Research sponsored by New York's Rockefel-
ler Foundation has shown results in marine animals,
and tests will begin on human sperm shortly.

Audubon camps and workshops are great ways to
learn more about our environment and have fun doing
it; think of them as vacations in beautiful places, with
expert leaders giving you new insight into nature.
Several ASCA members have attended these camps
and returned with their lives greatly enriched. There
are camps this year in Maine, Connecticut, Wyoming,
and Trinidad. For more information, write National
Awudubon Society Camps, 613 Riversville Road, Green-
wich, CT 06831.

Important proxy alert. Lately, Audubon chap-
ters across the country have been working hard to
strengthen the accountability and the grassroots
characteristics of our organization. We’ve decided
the effort will include nominating a separate slate
of candidates for National Audubon’s board of
directors—experienced, well-qualified candidates
with knowledge and appreciation of local chapter
organization.

You’ll receive a proxy statement from National
Audubon soon (if you haven't already) that will ask
you to sign away your vote, to automatically
choose the candidates nominated by the board
itself. This is the same board that has led us into
the current financial crisis, which is also a crisis of
confidence. Please do not return this proxy.

Instead, please sign and return the alternate
proxy statement in this issue. Signing this will
mean a vote for anew slate of candidates, with rep-
resentation from throughout the country and an
understanding of the unique grassroots character
of Audubon. See the proxy statement for more in-
formation, and please sign and return it to the ad-
dress indicated.

Join the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically become a member of the National Audubon Society.
You will receive the bimonthly national Audubon magazine and the Snipe, published from time to time by ASCA. It is important
for new members to join through ASCA, so a portion of your dues supports local activities.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Check the Membership You Desire (includes Audubon Magazine)

O Introductory {(new members only) .......occverrerrerennes $20 O Student 18

O Individual ag O Senior citizen-Indiv. 21 To join, complete the coupon
O Family 38 O Senior citizen-Family 23 and mail with check to Henry
O Sustaining 50 00 New Membership O Renewal Halberg’ ASCA treasurer, 5809

Name (Please Print)

North Country Club, Little
Rock, AR 72207. Renewals

Address

should be sent to National
Audubon Society, Membership
Data Center, P.O. Box 2665,

City State

Boulder, CO 80321. Send

Zip change-of-address to P.O. Box

Local Chapter: Audubon Society of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50

Please make check payable to Mational Audubon Soclety.

2664, Boulder, CO 80321, and
to Henry Halberg, 80 you won't
miss Audubon magazine or the
Snipe.
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You get all this and more with a subscription to
Audubon Activist, the new, bimonthly news-
paper for Audubon members who want to make a
difference.

Subscribe today. Send your name, address, and
zip code, along with six dollars (for one year), to:
Audubon Activist, 950 Third Ave., New York,
N.Y. 10022. Make checks payable to National
Audubon Society.

AUDUBON ACTIVIST

Name
Address
City
State, Zip
Audubon Activist, 950 Third Ave., New York.
N.Y. 10022.

We had a very good crowd for the ‘“President’s
Potluck” August 15 at Neil Curry’s house at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park. That’s our Prez himself standing
in the middle there, surrounded by happy eaters. As
usual, everybody got plenty to eat, recipes and birds
news were exchanged, and a good time was had by all.
Some of those attending hiked over to the Lake
Maumelle dam and found a few birds to put their
binoculars on, as well,

Z

We had good attendance and good birds, too, at the
August 29 field trip to the Lonoke fish ponds. A black-
necked stilt was the highlight of the day, but a marbled
godwit, some Wilson’s phalaropes, and two or three
upland sandpipers also were interesting. There were of
course lots of peeps, dowitchers, yellowlegs, pectoral
sandpipers, black terns, ducks, etc. Watch the Calen-
dar for upcoming field trips and join us!
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