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Problems with National

The big news right now is the National Audubon
Society’s proposal to drastically reorganize the struc-
ture of its relationship with local Audubon chapters
around the country—including, of course, ASCA.
Thousands of Auduboners are upset by these pro-
posals, and they’ve been the subject of an emergency
meeting of the ASCA board. We'll try to summarize
what’s at stake here.

NAS says it is facing a potential $2.5 million deficit
for fiscal year 1987-88, due to overestimating income
from magazine subscriptions, contributions, and in-
vestment income. (Oil revenues—yes, National
Audubon has made a lot of money from the energy
crisis—are also way down.) To remedy this situation,
NAS wants to eliminate almost all regional offices, in-
cluding the office in Kansas that has worked so close-
ly with Arkansas chapters for many years.

The people who now run NAS believe that national-
ly oriented conservation efforts are much more impor-
tant than local ones; therefore, they want to keep their
well-staffed offices in New York and Washington near-
ly intact. They also want to keep more of members’
dues to pay for national lobbying efforts and research,
and cut back on the amount returned to chapters for
local environmental and educational projects.

An emergency meeting of the ASCA board was called
for May 26, resulting in the best attendance ever. A
resolution was adopted and mailed to NAS strongly ob-
jecting to the decision to eliminate regional offices and
to the manner in which the decision was made and an-
nounced. The ASCA board also recommended that one
office be retained to serve the central part of the
country.

Several ASCA members tried hard to uncover infor-
mation during the next couple of weeks. Florence
Mallard, who was in New York, tried to get copies of
NAS financial statements, but they were not forthcom-
ing. Her request for the addresses of NAS board
members was also refused. Lisa Hlass, in Washington
for a conservation lobbying workshop, persisted long
enough to get an hour-long meeting with NAS presi-
dent Peter Berle, who told her and others that since this
was a budget matter, NAS did not have to contact local
chapters for input before making its decision. ASCA
president Neil Curry, after quite a bit of effort, lined up
a meeting with Berle in Kansas City June 17.

In the meantime, the Texas Audubon Council and
Charles Callison, former NAS executive vice president,
sent very strongly worded letters to NAS protesting
the new policies. The Texas chapters are seriously con-
sidering severing connections with NAS; Callison
called the NAS plans “draconian,” and added that they
are ‘“‘setting in motion a drastic and probably irrever-
sible change in the character of the National Audubon
Society.”

And that is the issue at the heart of the matter: Does
the National Audubon Society want to forget about
local chapters and simply sell magazine subscriptions,
using the revenues as the staff sees fit to influence na-
tional events? The impression many of us have received
from NAS in recent years is that the national organiza-

tion considers local chapters more trouble than they’re
worth. Now, in fact, many Audubon members have lit-
tle or no interest in the local chapter; they simply want
Audubon magazine. And there’s no doubt that NAS re-
sents sending part of these people’s money back to local
chapters.

We at ASCA need to know what you think about all
this. At the June 11 board meeting, the directors decid-
ed to enclose with this Snipe a questionnaire allowing
members to indicate their preferences. Please take a
moment to fill it out and return it.

The following, by ASCA president Neil Curry, pro-
vides more background:

Why is our regional office important?

The regional office is our first-name-basis contact
with National.

We receive faster input and material requests from
Regional than National in New York.

Regional has provided assistance over the past
several months on these Arkansas issues: the nongame
wildlife code (ironically, Ed Pembleton of the regional
office was here in Little Rock assisting us on this issue
when the announcement was made that his position
would be eliminated); the proposed Pindall landfill; the
Wapanocca NWR water controversy; the White River
NWR houseboat issue; the Burns Park water park con-
troversy; and others involving day-to-day support and
consultation.

What other concerns have been voiced by grassroots
Auduboners?

Is National becoming only a subscription and na-
tional lobbying organization?

Does the NAS board represent the chapters enough?

Why are there 26 field staff positions being eliminat-
ed and only four positions eliminated in NYC and
Washington?

What benefits do we now receive from National?

Is the flat rebate of $5.50 per member to chapters
fair?

How important does National truly consider com-
munication with chapters?

What action can be taken?

Continued letters and phone calls to National voic-
ing opposition to regional office closings.

Formation of state council to strengthen state net-
work and representation.

Placing more chapter representatives on National
board.

Lawsuits. (Some chapters are considering suing for
breach of NAS policy.)

Working with National to help lower expenses.

Breaking our affiliation with National and notifying
political leaders that NAS no longer represents our
chapter.

Withholding membership renewals until National
changes its policies.

Continuing to improve communications and bring up
these issues at the next NAS convention.

Getting input from chapter members on alternatives.

That’s where you come in! Please fill out and send in
the enclosed questionnaire. This will aid the board in
formulating future ASCA policy.




At the May 14 general meeting, Neil Curry presented
an excellent program on hummingbirds. We also
discussed the proposed changes in the state Game and
Fish Commission’s rules protecting nongame wildlife.
{Because of a determined lobbying effort by Arkansas
conservationists, the rules preventing wholesale collec-
tion of frogs, snakes, turtles, salamanders, and the like
were left intact. Thanks to everyone who helped with
this important effort.)

ASCA members, led by Florence Mallard, helped the
EPA census the bird population at Faulkner Lake this
spring. This was part of a review of this important
wetland area that may help protect it from future
development. Purple gallinules are still found in the
marshes here, one of the few places where this species
can be found.

Every Saturday in May ASCA members helped with
birdwalks at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. We had
good attendance most days, and both veteran and new
birders saw lots of good birds. Red-bellied and pileated
woodpeckers were both nesting over the trail, as were
prothonotary warblers. ASCA members also helped
with a breeding bird census of Pinnacle in June.

Several ASCA members helped with the toxic waste
cleanup day in Little Rock June 13. More than 7,000
pounds of various poison waste was collected and
disposed of by Ensco. The materials included arsenic,
chlordane, and pesticides.

The society expresses its thanks to Mr. John Peters
of Alexander, who gave the Halbergs seven plastic bird
feeders for the society to distribute to people who feed
birds.

Anyone who is interested in working on developing
a plan for a wildlife sanctuary below the Lake Maumelle
Dam, give Neil Curry a call: 868-5806 or 868-5297. This
could be a valuable and interesting project, and we need
some good people to help plan it.

The new (second) edition of the National Geographic
Society bird guide is now out. The changes are not real-
ly substantial: the plates for the swallows, cuckoos, and
some flycatchers have been redrawn, and a few (very
rare) new birds have been added. This is generally
acknowledged to be the best field guide, especially if
you want all North American birds in one volume.
ASCA has a few of these for sale, for $15. If you're in-
terested, call Wendy Margolis at 664-8477.

Perk Floyd’s new book, All About Bluebirds, is avail-
able now, and it would make a great introduction to
bluebirds (and birds in general) for children. The
16-page book is full of great photography by Maslow-
ski Wildlife Productions, and Perk has written an en-
joyable, informative text that answers the main ques-

tions about the life of this favorite species. All About
Bluebirds is the first in a planned series of books on sev-
eral familiar birds, including robins, blue jays, mock-
ingbirds, and hummingbirds. You can order your copy
for $5.95 from Enrichment Enterprises, P.O. Box 2116,
Jonesboro, AR 72402.

ASCA would like to give copies of the new Arkansas
Birds book to each of the thirteen libraries in the Cen-
tral Arkansas Library system. We've already had some
substantial contributions, but we need more to meet
our goal. For information about this very worthwhile
project call Henry Halberg at 663-1812. ASCA stillhas
copies of Arkansas Birds for sale at the excellent price
of $24. Call Henry Halberg to buy one.

The fall meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society
will be at Village Creek State Park, near Wynne, Oc-
tober 23-25. There are a few cabins available at the
park, plus good campsites. Otherwise, there are motels
at nearby Forrest City and Wynne. More details will
be included in the AAS newsletter in September.

Our chapter is looking into the possibility of printing
up greeting cards, perhaps with a holiday message, for
sale as a fund-raising effort. Robert Lashley, who has
taken some positively smashing bird photographs, has
volunteered an excellent photo of a mourning dove (and
the color separations) for use as the cover. Watch this
space for further developments, and buy some cards if
you get the chance.

ASCA had allocated $640 to help build bird display
cases at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. The period for
the matching grant for this money expired, however,
so the funds will revert to the ASCA general fund.

Please make note in the Calendar of a special lecture
July 23 at the Med Center by Marsha Sitnick of the
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. Sitnick, who
is also executive secretary of the Charles Darwin Foun-
dation, will give a slide talk on the Smithsonian, the
Darwin Foundation, and the Galapagos Islands. This
should be an excellent program. ASCA is cosponsoring
this appearance, and contributing half the speaker’s
airfare. The program will be in the large lecture hall in
the UA Med Center library building at 7:30 p.m.

ASCA member Wendy Margolis wrote an excellent
letter to the Gazette taking issue with the Army’s plans
to hold training maneuvers in the state’s national
forests. This plan, which would involve year-round use
of the forests by thousands of soldiers, with simulated
artillery attacks, helicopters, and tanks, has caused a
lot of controversy—as well it might. If you haven’t
stated your opinion (opposition, we hope) about this
matter to the Corps of Engineers, national forest of-
ficials, and your congressmen, please take a minute and
do so.

ASCA-National Audubon Questionnaire

Please read carefully the discussion in the Snipe on the proposed changes in relations between the Na-
tional Audubon Society and local chapters. Then give us your thoughts on the following:

[ I would continue my membership in our local Audubon chapter if we were no longer affiliated
with the National Audubon Society. (You would receive Audubon magazine only if you con-
tinued your membership in NAS separately; you would continue to receive the Snipe.)

I would pay dues of (185 [1$10 [J$15 [1$20

[1] No, Audubon magazine is my main reason for belonging to ASCA and I wouldn’t continue

my membership without it.
Please return to:

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
5809 N. Country Club Boulevard
Little Rock, AR 72207




Bird News

Well, it seems that birding is now ““In,” as officially
proclaimed by Time magazine. A recent story gave
some background on the boom in bird-watching, with
examples of what hard-core birders do for their hobby.
Actually, as this kind of lifestyle piece goes, it wasn’t
a bad article; it was accurate and not condescending.
The Arkansas Gazette didn’t do quite so well when it
did its little me-too piece a week later; ASCA member
Wendy Margolis provided good information about our
chapter’s activities and goals, but the Gazette put a pic-
ture of a western tanager on the cover of the section.
If they’d only asked somebody, we could have told
them that was a silly choice for Arkansas.

Speaking of birds (and that is why a lot of us do what
wedo, isn’t it?), has anybody else noticed a lack of wood
thrushes this spring? At least three avid birders inde-
pendently came to the conclusion that something hap-
pened to the populations of this sweet singer. Let’s
hope it’s just a coincidence.

Rusty Baldwin saw a mourning warbler May 25 at
Pinnacle. Mel White saw a flock of about 200 shorebirds
at Lonoke May 31; about 170 were semipalmated sand-
pipers and the rest were white-rumped sandpipers.
Alison McDonald saw a flock of 26 white pelicans at
Lake Hamilton May 7. And a late report, called in just
as we were going to press: Bill Shepherd saw and heard
a song sparrow in White County on June 15! Bill said
it looked like an unmated male who had nothing to do
but sit in a tree and sing. Of course, this bird should
have migrated north before that date.

Louise McCumber, who lives at Scott, has for some
time been putting out lengths of colored yarn so birds
could use them in nest building. This year she was
rewarded. She found an oriole nest woven entirely of
brightly colored yarn. The nest is now at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park.

Will purple martins cohabit with bluebirds in a mar-
tin house? That was the question Peggy McNeil asked

Edith Halberg. Edith didn’t know the answer, so she
suggested that Peggy put up another martin house.
This she did. She called back a few weeks later to report
that house #2 was full of martins, but the bluebirds—
one family—were in sole possession of house #2.

The summer months mean that thousands of people
will be visiting Pinnacle Mountain State Park. Because
of its proximity to Little Rock, Pinnacle serves as an
excellent source of environmental knowledge and an
important educational center. The staff at the park
works hard and does a great job, but they could use help
in several areas. If you’d like to become a ‘“‘Partners for
Pinnacle” volunteer, perhaps serving as a trail guide,
visitor center volunteer, or field trip leader, write Pin-
nacle Mountain State Park, Route 1, Box 34, Roland,
AR 72135, or call 868-5806. '

ASCA board member and expert photographer Robert
Lashley came to our rescue when we said we’d like to
have a photo for this issue of the Snipe. Robert sent us
this picture of a Carolina wren carrying food (a yummy
worm or larva or something) to its young at the nest.

ANVZANGZANYZANGZANG/ANQ7AN97AN9 /AN 4
ASCA has a new phone service for rare bird reports
and other information. The service, which will be run
by Dorothy Metcalf, can be reached by calling 753-8496.
You can listen for the latest reports of rare birds in the
area, and when the message is over you can leave your
own reports of unusual sightings. Remember, this alert

will be only as good as the information that we give it,
so please share your rare bird reports.

New Members

ALEXANDER

JONESBORO James Caton Gloria J. Keith NORTH LITTLE ROCK
Elene Murray Mrs. Richard R. Steele M. Chandler Nancy King Lee A. Beason
K. Daley Betty Newby Venetia Brockinton
AUSTIN LITTLE ROCK Vicki Fletcher Mitzi Oborne Bill Elledge
James H. Rogers Aubrey Andrews Pat Gardner Nicholas Wheeler Dorothy Halgell
Regina Bitterman Ross Glover Ken Leger
CABOT Walter Bizzell Kendrick Hearn MABELVALE Mrs. Leroy Rankin
Loyd & Joyceann Hill Glenn Bottorff Wm. T. Hickox Elmo L. Fennell
George Calhoun Vicki Holloway ROLAND
JACKSONVILLE Bobby Carter Carol Hunt MOUNTAIN HOME Robert Durham
Aundra Harden Margaret S. Sandine
SHERWOOD
Timothy Lacey
W.R. Steward

Join the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically become a member of the National Audubon Society.
You will receive the bimonthly national Audubon magazine and the Snipe, published from time to time by ASCA. It is important
for new members to join through ASCA, so a portion of your dues supports local activities.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Check the Membership You Desire (includes Audubon Magazine)

O Introductory (new members only) .........c.ecrrvnnecns $20 O Student. 18 .

O Individual 30 O Senior citizen-Indiv. 21 To jomn, 00§nplete the coupon
O Family 38 O Senior citizen-Family 23 and mail with check to Henry
O Sustaining 50 O New Membership O Renewal Halberg, ASCA treasurer, 5809

Name (Please Print) :

North Country Club, Little
Rock, AR 72207. Renewals

Address

should be sent to National
Audubon Society, Membership
Data Center, P.0O. Box 2665,

City State

Boulder, CO 80321. Send
Zip change-of-address to P.O. Box

Local Chapter: Audubon Sociéty of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50

Please make check payable to National Audubon Society.

2664, Boulder, CO 80321, and
to Henry Halberg, so you won’t
miss Audubon magazine or the
Snipe.

TXCH




Calendar

Saturday, June 27, 6:30 a.m.: Field trip to Mt. Maga-
zine west of Dardanelle. Even after it’s too hot to bird-
watch elsewhere, it’s still fairly cool up on Magazine,
and we’ll be sure to see singing Ovenbirds and Scarlet
Tanagers. We'll take a side trip to see the endemic
Maple-leaved Oak, and we might even see the rare
Rufous-crowned Sparrow. Meet at- Christ the King
Catholic Church at Rodney Parham and Highway 10.
Leader, Mel White. For information, call 664-8786. -

Sunday, August 9, 2 p.m.: Dr. John Thurmond,
ASCA members and UALR faculty member, will give
a talk on dinosaur bones he has found in Texas,
Alabama, New Mexico, Canada, and Egypt. Fossils will
be displayed before and after the program. Bring any
fossils you’d like identified by ‘“Dr. Dinosaur.” Infor-
mation: 868-5806.

Friday-Sunday, July 10-12: Field trip to the Ozark
Underground Laboratory in Protem, Missouri. Par-
ticipants will travel to the lab Friday, spend two nights,
and return Sunday. Accommodations will be in a rustic
bunkhouse, and there will be a small charge for the trip.
This is a chance to see important research being done
on Ozark caves. We must have a minimum of 10 peo-
ple to make this trip. If interested, call Jane Gulley,
225-2072, before July 1.

Thursday, July 23, 7:30 p.m.: Slide lecture by Marsha
Sitnick of the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History
on the Smithsonian and the Galapagos Islands. The
talk will be in the large lecture hall in the library
building, ED II, G131.

Thursday, July 9, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting of the
ASCA board at the Game and Fish Commission
Building. All members are welcome at board meetings.
For information call Neil Curry, 868-5806.

Saturday, August 15, 6 p.m.: President’s potluck din-
ner at Neil Curry’s house at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park. (Neil lives at the corner of Highway 300 and Pin-
nacle Valley Road at the northwest coiner of the park.)
Bring your own food; ASCA will provide the drinks.
This’ll be fun, and there’s always great food when
Auduboners have a potluck. Put it on your calendar
now!

Saturday, August 29, 8:30 a.m.: Field trip to the
Lonoke fish ponds to see migrating shorebirds. Meet
at the Joe Hogan State Fish Hatchery parking lot, off
Highway 70 west of Lonoke. Information: Jane Gulley,
225-2072.
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