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Bird News

There are birds galore this time of year along the
Kingfisher Trail at Pinnacle park; the trail itself is
paved, easy to walk, and passes by the scenic, cypress-
lined Little Maumelle River. Pinnacle will have guid-
ed early-morning bird walks every Saturday morning
. in May, during the peak of bird migration. Meet at the
Kingfisher Trail at 8 a.m. The walks will last about an
hour and a half.

Jane Gulley has had seven Great Horned Owl babies
brought in to her so far this spring, and most of them
are not going to make it. Jane asks me to urge every-
one to leave young birds alone if you find them out of
the nest, especially owls. If you leave them where you
find them, the parent birds will take care of the young;
if you take them away, the odds are the birds won’t sur-
vive. Jane also successfully released a Bald Eagle that
had injured its wing on a power line. Jane nursed it back
to health before letting it go recently.
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It seems like a pretty big undertaking, but the new-
ly formed Purple Martin Conservation Association is
trying to make an inventory of as many martin colonies
as it can all over North America. If you have a martin
house, or know of one, you can write to the association
at P.O. Box 178, Edinboro, PA 16412,

As usual, Arkadelphia had the highest number of
species among the Arkansas Christmas counts last
year, with 102, including a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.
Other unusual birds included a Golden Eagle at Mena,
a Common Redpoll at Hot Springs Village, and a Gray
Catbird at El Dorado.

Betsy Gross of Scott reported a Vermilion Flycatch-
er showed up there March 16. This bird, rare in Arkan-
sas, hung around for only a day before disappearing.

Roy Stout saw about 200 White Pelicans on the Ar-
kansas River south of town around the first of April.
On March 30, the day it snowed, Yr. Ed. saw five peli-
cans soaring over the Excelsior Hotel —heading south.
I guess the weather changed their minds about
migrating. continued

Calendar

Saturday, April 18, 9a.m.-4p.m.: A workshop on bird
songs and calls at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, con-
ducted by biologist Freeman Thomas. Bring lunch and
outdoor clothing. Fee, $4. For information, call
868-5806.

Sunday, April 26, 1-3 p.m.: Bluebird box building ses-
sion at Neil Curry’s house, Pinnacle Mountain State
Park, corner of Highway 300 and Pinnacle Valley Road.
ASCA sells these boxes to raise money for various wor-
thy conservation causes. For information, call Neil at
868-5806 or 868-5297.

Every Saturday in May, 8 a.m.: Guided bird walks
along Kingfisher Trail at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park. For information, call 868-5806.

Thursday, May 14, 7 p.m.: ASCA general meeting (for
all members) at the Game and Fish Commission Build-
ing (canteen room). ASCA President Neil Curry will
present a program on hummingbirds. Don’t miss it!

Saturday, May 16, 7:30 a.m.: Field trip to Holland
Bottoms, a wetland area near Jacksonville, led by
Lance Peacock of the Nature Conservancy. This land
was bought by the state recently and is administered
by the Natural Heritage Commission and the Game
and Fish Commission; it will be crawling with birds this
time of year. Bring a sack lunch. Meet at Christ the
King Catholic Church at Rodney Parham and Highway
10. For information, call Jane Gulley, 225-2072.

Saturday, June 6, 6 p.m.: Our annual potluck dinner
and meeting at Perk Floyd’s house at Lakeside Coun-
try Club. Bring something to eat, your own plates and
gilverware; ASCA will furnish the drinks. Come early
to bird or canoe if you like. Directions: Go south on the
Pine Bluff highway to Woodson Lateral Road (exit 12).
Turn right on Woodson and drive a mile. Turn left in-

to the Lakeside Country Club. Stop and register at the
clubhouse. Follow the blacktop over the dam to the end
of the pavement, then left on the gravel road. Perk’s
house is the second on the right. There are always lots
of good birds around, and this meeting is one of the best
of the year. For more information, call Perk at
888-4252.

Saturday, June 13, 6 p.m.: Our annual potluck dinner
and meeting at Perk Floyd’s house at Lakeside Coun-
try Club. Bring something to eat, your own plates and
silverware; ASCA will furnish the drinks. Come early
to bird or canoe if you like. Directions: Go south on the
Pine Bluff highway to Woodson Lateral Road (exit 12).
Turn right on Woodson and drive a mile. Turn left in-
to the Lakeside Country Club. Stop and register at the
clubhouse. Follow the blacktop over the dam to the end
of the pavement, then left on the gravel road. Perk’s
house is the second on the right. There are always lots
of good birds around, and this meeting is one of the best

of the year. For more information, call Perk at
888-4252.

Saturday, June 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.: “Fabulous Fungi
of Arkansas,” a program by Jay Justice of the Arkan-
sas Mycological Society. Workshop on mushroom iden-
tification, trail walk to observe wild fungi, practice in
keying out fungi. Bring lunch. For information, call
868-5806.

Saturday, June 27, 6:30 a.m.: Field trip to Mt. Maga-
zine west of Dardanelle. Even after it’s too hot to bird-
watch elsewhere, it’s still fairly cool up on Magazine,
and we’ll be sure to see singing Ovenbirds and Scarlet
Tanagers. We'll take a side trip to see the endemic
Maple-leaved Oak, and we might even see the rare
Rufous-crowned Sparrow. Meet at Christ the King
Catholic Church at Rodney Parham and Highway 10.
Leader, Mel White. For information, call 664-8786.




Bird News

Bill Shepherd saw the fruition this spring of a proj-
ect he’s been working on for some time. Working with
the state society, Bill arranged for the production of a
cassette tape of Mexican bird songs, with narration in
Spanish, with the goal of increasing environmental
awareness in that country. The tape project is in honor
of Ben and Lula Coffey of Memphis, long-time birders
who have contributed greatly to the knowledge of
Arkansas bird distribution. The tapes will be
distributed in Mexico by Pronatura, an environmental
group.

The bird songs on the tape were recorded by Ben and
Lula on their many trips to Mexico, beginning in 1940s.
Ben Coffey put together a special tape of 74 songs, and
Bill coordinated production of the Spanish version,
with help from Richard Wilson and Hector Ceballos in
Mexico City. Five hundred of the tapes have already
been given to schools and libraries, and plans are under
way for wider distribution.

Speaking of Mexico, Bill Shepherd and Yr. Ed. made

a quick trip to Mexico City in February, birding in the

mountains southwest of the city and in the desert
beyond Cuernavaca. We were guided by Richard
Wilson and Hector Ceballos, who have a bird-tour com-
pany called Ecotours. Some of the birds we saw were
the Sierra Madre Sparrow, Orange-breasted Bunting,
Cinnamon-bellied Flower-piercer, Blue-crowned
Euphonia, Blue Mockingbird, Russet-crowned Mot-
mot, and White-naped Swift. Then in March, Yr. Ed.
traveled to Palenque in southeastern Mexico for some
tropical birding. Among the birds found near there
were Double-striped Thick-knee, Black-collared Hawlk,
Scaled Antpitta, Scarlet-rumped Tanager, and Keel-
billed Toucan. And, at about the same time, Henry and
Edith Halberg visited Costa Rica, and report that they
had a wonderful trip. If there’s any lesson in all this,
it’s that you better be careful when you make your first
trip to the tropics to bird-watch: the thrill of all those
strange and beautiful birds may infect you worse than
malaria.

If you've never seen a Red-cockaded Woodpecker, an
endangered species that’s one of the specialties of the
south Arkansas pine woods, here’s a good opportuni-
ty. The South Arkansas Audubon Society will have a
field trip to the Felsenthal National Wildlife Refuge
May 2 to find the woodpecker. Meet at the King’s Inn
restaurant in El Dorado at 9 a.m. Bring a lunch and
something to drink.
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The Red-cockaded Woodpecker depends on diseased
pine trees for feeding and nesting. With clear-cutting
and other modern forestry practices the bird is finding
less and less habitat, and so its population has been
steadily decreasing in recent years. (Although 17, a
good number, were seen on the Lake Georgia-Pacific
Christmas count last year.)
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New

The EPA has asked ASCA to help survey the birds
of Faulkner Lake for its environmental study of the
area. If you can help, call Florence Mallard at 663-8803.

We hope you've been keeping up with some of the
conservation news this year—both good and bad. The
good news includes the denial of a permit for the pro-
posed landfill near the Buffalo National River (after an
initial inexplicable decision to-allow it). The bad news
includes the danger of a nuclear waste dump in south
Arkansas and continued threats to the Illinois Bayou
and Lee Creek by those who would dam these streams,
among the last free-flowing rivers in the Ozarks.
There’s also a plan afoot to channel the White River,
which would allow a little more access upstream for
shippers at *he cost of great environmental damage to
the bottomla..ds surrounding the river, most likely in-
cluding the White River National Wildlife Refuge. We
hope that you, as an Auduboner, feel an obligation to
the future of the state to keep up with environmental
issues and let public officials know your feelings on
them. ASCA conservation chairperson Mary Ellen
Stockdale can always use some help in spreading the
word; if you can help, please call her at 224-0343.

Environmentalists in Pine Bluff are concerned about
the damage that a proposed new Highway 65 bypass
might do to the wetlands of Bayou Bartholomew. A
fund has been set up to explore altérnatives and to fight
any possible destruction of wetlands, Tax-deductible
contributions to this worthy cause may be made to the
Bayou Bartholomew Conservation and Defense Fund,
in care of Three Rivers Audubon Society, 2404 West
47th Ave., Pine Bluff, AR 71603.




Chapter News

Ovur annual *“crash bird course” April 3-4, a two-day
workshop for beginning birders, went very well, thanks
to the efforts of Cathy Mitchell and to very good
weather for our Saturday morning field trips. About 50
people participated in the classroom session Friday
night at the Pinnacle visitor center, and most of them
showed up for the bird walks the next day. The
cumulative total for the field trips was 51 species, in-
cluding Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, E. Screech-owl, N.
Parula, Yellow-throated Warbler, and Black Vulture.
Not only did we see a lot of birds, but most of thein were
very cooperative about staying still long enough for
good locks. By the time you get this Snipe, we will have
had a follow-up field trip April 11 at Allsopp Park
especially for beginners, led by Rusty Baldwin. Also
note Freeman Thomas’s bird seng workshop April 18
(see Calendar). -

Perk Floyd’s new book, All About Bluebirds, is avail-
able now, and it would make a great introduction to
bluebirds (and birds in general) for children. The
16-page book is full of great photography by Maslow-
ski Wildlife Productions, and Perk has written an en-
joyable, informative text that answers the main ques-
tions about the life of this favorite species. All About
Bluebirds is the first in a planned series of books on sev-
eral familiar birds, including robins, blue jays, mock-
ingbirds, and hummingbirds. You can order your copy
for $5.95 from Enrichment Enterprises, P.O. Box 2116,
Jonesboro, AR 72402..

ASCA would like to give copies of the new Arkansas
Birds book to each of the thirteen libraries in the Cen-
tral Arkansas Library system. We've already had some
substantial contributions, but we need more to meet
our goal. For information about this very worthwhile
project call Henry Halberg at 663-1812. ASCA still has
copies of Arkansas Birds for sale at the excellent price
of $24. Call Henry Halberg to buy one.

We're looking for applicants for National Audubon’s
ecology camps this summer. These camps offer one- or
two-week sessions studying the environment, in some
of the most beautiful parts of the country, and they’re
perfect for inspiring and educating anyone who works
in the field of nature study. If you’re interested, or if
you know of a good applicant, call Cathy Mitchell at
225-55615.

The Arkansas Audubon Society Ecology Camp is one
of the state’s most important conservation efforts.
Each year 50 young people are given an opportunity to
study Arkansas’s environment, and to develop a
respect for the interdependence of all of us and the
natural world. When these young people reach adult-

hood, the ecology lessons they’ve learned at the camp
will stay with them and help them make more informed
decisions. This year’s camp is June 14-19 at Camp
Clearfork in the Quachitas.

The cost for each camper is about $225, and tuition
covers less than half that amount; AAS makes up the
rest. Won’t you consider making a donation to the-
Ecology Camp? A Sherri Langford print of a Bald
Eagle, signed and numbered, will be given to all those
who contribute $25 or more, and all contributions are
tax-deductible. Send your donation to Arkansas
Audubon Society, 624 N. Oak, Little Rock, AR 72205.

The spring meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Socie-
ty will be May 8-10 at Camp Ozark. See your March
AAS newsletter for registration details, or call Sandy
Tedder at 521-0273. Advance registration is due by
April 15.

For those who plan ahead: The fall meeting will be at
Village Creek State Park, near Wynne, October 23-25.

Here’s a chance to help ASCA raise a little money,
and do something good for birds, by helping build
bluebird boxes. We'll have another session of sawing
and nailing Sunday, April 26, from 1-3 p.m. at Neil
Curry’s house. He lives at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park at the corner of Highway 300 and Pinnacle Valley
Road. Won’t you donate two hours of your time for a
good cause?

Memorial gifts have been received by ASCA in honor
of Mr. Thomas Blaylock, who was killed recently in an
auto accident. The gifts were from the 11-7 shift at
Saline Memorial Hospital at Benton; the Riddle fami-
ly of Sherwood; Mr. and Mrs. John Ashcraft of Pratts-
ville; and Ms. Cindy Andrews of Benton. Portions of
these gifts were used to help pay for copies of Arkan-
sas Birds given to the Saline County libraries at Ben-
ton and Bryant. ASCA has also received a gift from the
Trinity United Methodist Church in honor of our vice-
president, Tom Wittenberg. Tom recently gave a talk
at the church on coping with grief and dying.

The summer months mean that thousands of people
will be visiting Pinnacle Mountain State Park. Because
of its proximity to Little Rock, Pinnacle serves as an
excellent source of environmental knowledge and an
important educational center. The staff at the park
works hard and does a great job, but they could use help
in several areas. If you’'d like to become a “Partners for
Pinnacle” volunteer, perhaps serving as a trail guide,
visitor center volunteer, or field trip leader, write Pin-
nacle Mountain State Park, Route 1, Box 34, Roland,
AR 72135, or call 868-5806.

Join the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically become a member of the National Audubon Society.
You will receive the bimonthly national Audubon magazine and the Sripe, published from time to time by ASCA. It is important
for new members to join through ASCA, so a portion of your dues supports local activities.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Check the Membership You Desire {includes Audubon Magazine)
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O Introductory (new members only) .......ccvvvrerrennnnns $20 O Student

[ Individual 30 O Senior citizen-Indiv.
O Family 38 O Senior citizen-Family.
O Sustaining 50 O New Membership

Name (Please Print) :

To join, complete the coupon
and mail with check to Henry
Halberg, ASCA treasurer, 5809
North Country Club, Little
Rock, AR 72207. Renewals

21
23
0 Renewal

Address

should be sent to National
Audubon Society, Membership
Data Center, P.O. Box 2665,

City State

Boulder, CO 80321. Send

Zip change-of-address to P.O. Box

Local Chapter. Audubon SOCiéty of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50

Please make check payable to National Audubon Society.

2664, Boulder, CO 80321, and
to Henry Halberg, so you won’t
miss Audubon magazine or the
Snipe.
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