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ASCA members answered phones for a night during
Arkansas public TV’s pledge week back in March, rais-
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ing money for AETN and getting our chapter a little
publicity. Thanks to all of those who helped out.

Bird News

The thirteen who attended the March 22 evening field
trip found it cooler than many evenings in January and
February had been. A single woodcock flew by, but no
owls at all were seen or heard. The frogs in the area
demonstrated one of the consequences of being cold-
blooded. What we hadn’t realized before is that some
herpetologists, and even some birders, are cold-
blooded, too!

Our April 5 field trip was rained out. The beginners’
trip on April 26 took place on a cooler-than-normal
morning at Boyle Park. Warblers, in fact all migrants,
were in short supply, but we did see Tennessee Warbler,
Nashville Warbler, Solitary Sandpiper, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, and a Blue Grosbeak that was so intent on
feeding that he let us approach closely and study every
feather. Florence Mallard also spotted a Screech Owl
sleeping in a woodpecker hole, which we all enjoyed
seeing.

The biggest bird news of the spring may have been
Cathy Mitchell’s April sighting of a Swallow-tailed
Kite near Calion in south Arkansas. We hear that it’s
been thirty or forty years since the species was seen in
the state.

About twenty ASCA folks showed up during our
camping weekend at Village Creek State Park May
9-11, and we found lots of good birds. Of the seventy-
five or so species we cumulatively saw, the best were
Swainson’s, Bay-breasted, and Blackburnian warblers
and Philadelphia Vireo. It rained off and on, but most-
ly at night, not interfering with the birding and
botanizing.

On May 11 the Parkers saw a Hudsonian Godwit, six
Wilson’s Phalaropes, and several Black-necked Stilts
at Lonoke.

Continued

President’s Note

I've had the pleasure in the past month to do pro-
grams for two other Audubon chapters in the state
(Hot Springs Village and Fairfield Bay). The en-
thusiasm of Auduboners is definitely contagious! April
and May are extremely busy months for school groups
that come to Pinnacle for field trips. Kindergartners
have that same enthusiasm for the out-of-doors. Young
or old, we all share the wonder of nature in the spring.

Our chapter helps foster this wonder by contributing
funds to support the Audubon Ecology Camp for
young people every year. In the past we have donated
$1,000. To help keep this level of support possible we
have started a bluebird box fund-raiser. If enough
funds are raised we hope to expand our educational out-
reach to more groups. We hope this will be a yearly
activity.

Another agency that is also spreading the “wonder
of the woods’” is the Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion. I just saw a stack of requests from teachers want-
ing to participate in the Project Wild workshops this
summer. How can you help support these programs?
Remember to support the Conservation Sales Tax for
our future generations of wildlife and Auduboners.

Hope you enjoy the summer. Join us for our meetings
and field trips.

--Neil Curry
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Birds of the Western Arkansas Ozarks, by Joseph C.
Neal, is the title of a new annotated list of birds of the
northwest part of the state. To order a copy, send $4.50
to Robin Rhinehart Buff, 423 N. Olive, Fayetteville, AR

72701.

As the California Condor fades toward extinction, a
flame that was almost out flickers back into life: Scien-
tists have discovered Ivory-billed Woodpeckers in a
forest in Cuba, where they have been rumored to exist
for many years and where they have been the object of
intensive search for two years. It has been more than
thirty years since a confirmed sighting in the United
States, and of course there were fears that the species
was extinct. The bird found in Cuba is a different
subspecies from that formerly found in Arkansas, but
its discovery is still wonderful news. Lester Short, or-
nithologist with the American Museum of Natural
History, says, ‘“They’re essentially the same bird as far

as I'm concerned.” Cuba has stopped all logging in the
vicinity of the birds. If the Ivory-bills can be protected,
there is some chance that an attempt will be made to
transplant some of them back into the United States.

Bill Shepherd and Mel White spent a week in Belize
and Guatemala in February, looking for birds and try-
ing to find something besides dirty water, hot pop, and
beer to drink. It was Yr. Ed.’s first trip to the tropics,
and he saw about ninety life birds. Bill had been to Mex-
ico and Central America several times and so didn’t see
as many lifers, but he did find a wanted bird: a Rufous-
tailed Jacamar, or rather a pair of them flycatching at
the Blue Hole on Belize’s Hummingbird Highway. At
Tikal, the Guatemalan national park that protects fan-
tastic Mayan ruins and some good jungle, there were
toucans, parrots, woodcreepers . . . too many birds to
recount, really.

Chapter News

Save a dollar on a season ticket to the 1986-87 wildlife
film series, sponsored by the Audubon Society of Cen-
tral Arkansas in cooperation with the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. Until June 30, you can
get a ticket for $11.50; after that, it’ll be $12.50. Order
yours now from Henry Halberg, 5809 N. Country Club,
Little Rock 72207. The films will be at the Med Center
auditorium again. By ordering your tickets now, you'll
save money and you’ll be helping ASCA get off to a
good start on the film series, as well.

Bill Shepherd reports on the spring meeting of the
Arkansas Audubon Society, held at Fayetteville the
first weekend in May:

The spring meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Socie-

ty was highlighted by 1) beautiful clear weather (for a -

change), 2) transient Clay-colored Sparrows (singing!),
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3) Swainson’s Hawks (nesting, yet!), and 4) Comet
Halley (the highest highlight of all, but still just a gray
spot in the sky).

Saturday evening Dr. Charles Amlaner, the new
chairman of the UA Department of Zoology, presented
an illustrated lecture about sleep in birds. Some of the
research findings that he related concerning capabili-
ties of birds’ central nervous systems threatened to
overload our own.

The 104th Stated Meeting of the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union will be August 19-21 at Mississippi State
University, Starkville, Mississipppi. There will be lec-
tures and other presentations and field trips, including
a canoe trip and a trip to a Gulf barrier island. For in-
formation about the meeting write Dr. Jerome Jackson,
Department of Biological Sciences, Box Z, MSU, Mis-
sissippi State, M'S 39762. The '87 meeting will be at San
Francisco, the '88 meeting in Fayetteville.

““Sam Slagle Special”’ Bluebird Boxes

You've heard about them—now they’re available! We
aren’t quite Santa’s workshop, and these boxes aren’t
made by elves, but the birds love them. Our production
line needs some willing ““cogs’ (that means volunteers)
to help build the boxes. Check the Calendar for con-
struction dates. The funds from the bird house sales
will support the Audubon Ecology Camp for young
people and other educational activities. Box prices are
$8 for ASCA members and $10 for nonmembers. Other
birds that will use these houses include titmice,
chickadees, wrens, Prothonotary Warblers, and even
flying squirrels. Okay, maybe that last one isn’t a bird,
but it does fly. These boxes make great presents, and
it’s never too early to Christmas shop.

The materials for the boxes have been donated by
Southland Building Products and International Paper.

The fall meeting of the AAS will be at Lake Chicot
in southeast Arkansas. Watch for details later.

We've had two good people volunteer for positions
that had been vacant: Mary Ellen Stockdale is now our
conservation chairperson and Wendy Margolis is mem-
bership chairperson. Each has gotten off to a good start
in keeping ASCA moving, and we thank both of them.

Check the Calendar for the annual June potluck at
Perk Floyd’s house. It’s always one of our best
meetings; don’t miss it. Perk underwent heart surgery
earlier this year, and we're very happy to report that
he’s doing fine—better than ever, in fact. Pretty soon
he’ll be back chasing birds and knocking a tennis ball
around.

Have you been watching the National Audubon
specials on WTBS and PBS? If you haven't, you've
been missing some of the best nature programs on
television. A new special about the endangered black-
footed ferret will be shown on WTBS on June 5, 17, 22,
and 29, and will be shown on PBS 13.




Conservation News

Our new conservation chairperson, Mary Ellen
Stockdale, is keeping up with developments in the
management plan for the Ozark National Forest.
Assisted by Florence Mallard, she’s representing
ASCA as state conservationists try to get some
answers out of Forest Service officials about how much
hardwood to pine conversion there will be, how much
clear-cutting will be done, how many new roads will be
built, how much herbicide will get sprayed, and how all
this timber-oriented activity will affect our national
forest’s environment. Please be on the lookout for news
releases and other publicity about the conservation
community’s stand on the forest plan, and what you
can do to help.

ASCA'’s Lisa Hlass is the new conservation chairper-
son for the Arkansas Audubon Society. Congratula-
tions, Lisa.

ASCA has been making some preliminary inquiries
about acquiring or otherwise protecting an area on
Faulkner Lake east of Little Rock. This area is con-
stantly threatened by development and drainage, and
it would be nice to be able to save part of this impor-
tant wetland.

The Arkansas Audubon Society has awarded a Con-
servation Citation to Arkansas Gazette cartoonist
George Fisher, whose conservation-oriented drawings
have helped immeasurably in the fight against destruc-

tion of Arkansas’s natural environment. His “Keep
Busy”’ buttons for the Corps of Engineers, who roam
the state with their bulldozers at the ready, has entered
our political vocabulary. Mr. Fisher’s cartoons make us
laugh at the same time they send a message to us about
saving what’s best about Arkansas.

Did you make a donation to the Nongame Preserva-
tion Fund on your state tax form? If you didn’t, shame
on you. If you did, you can feel good about your money
working on research projects involving the Bald Eagle,
the Red-shouldered Hawk, the Bachman’s Sparrow, a
blind cave crayfish, several types of fish, dragonflies,
snails, and ferns and other rare plants.

Miss Lily Peter, planter, philanthropist, and woman
of culture, will be speaking at UALR on her experiences
in farming—profitably—without herbicides and pesti-
cides. The lecture will be at 7:30 p.m., May 22, at the
UALR Fine Arts Concert Hall.
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Join the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically become a member of the National Audubon Society.
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Calendar

Sunday, May 25, 1-4 p.m.: Bluebird box building day
at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. Come picnic and then
show us your carpentry skill in a worthwhile project.
We'll sell the boxes we build and the proceeds will help
support the Audubon Ecology Camp. Materials will be
provided. For information call Neil Curry, 868-5806.

Friday, May 30: Deadline to get in on the Arizona trip
(see July 4-13).

Saturday, June 14, 6 p.m.: Annual potluck dinner and
general good time at Perk Floyd's house at Lakeside
Country Club. Bring your own plates and silverware;
ASCA will furnish drinks. Come early to bird or canoe
if you like. Directions: Go south on the Pine Bluff
highway to Woodson Lateral Road (Exit 12); turn right
(west) on Woodson; drive one mile. Turn left into the
Lakeside County Club. Stop and register at the
clubhouse. Follow the blacktop over the dam to the end
of the pavement, then left on the gravel road. Perk’s
house is the second on the right. There are always Pro-
thonotary Warblers, nuthatches, woodpeckers, and
other good birds around. For more information call
Perk, 888-4252.

Sunday, June 22, 1-4 p.m.: Bluebird box building day.
See May 25.

July 4-13: ASCA’s Audubon Arizona Adventure. A
group of serious (no, that can’t be the right word)
birders will hit some of the glamour spots of southeast
Arizona: the Chiricahuas, Ramsey Canyon, Patagonia,
Madera Canyon, and points nearby. If you want to go,
contact Jane Gulley, 225-2072, by May 30. Expect a

long drive, long houys in the field, and lots of great
birds.

Thursday, July 17, 7 p.m.: ASCA board meeting at
Game and Fish Commission. Tentative: call Neil to
confirm.

Sunday, July 27, 1-4 p.m.: Bluebird box building day.
See May 25.

Saturday, August 2, 9 a.m.: Field trip to Galloway,
Lonoke, and Scott areas to see shorebirds and such.
Meet at the truckstop restaurant at the Galloway exit
off 1-40. Bring a lunch, and plenty of water. Leader,
Henry Halberg, 663-1812.

Saturday, August 23, 6:30 p.m.: President’s Picnic at
Pinnacle. Hike the Ouachita Trail, see the sunset at
Lake Maumelle, watch the bluebirds and humming-
birds from Neil's front porch. Bring your own grub;
ASCA will furnish the drinks. Call Neil for more infor-
mation, 868-5806.

QU
ey TN /\

/\

OFFICERS:
Neil Curry, Rt. 1, Box 33, Roland 72135, 868-5806, 868-5297

Vice-President: Tom Wittenberg, 311 Crystal Court, LR 72205, 666-0123, 666-7218

Secretary: Anne Crary, 523 N. Pine, LR 72205, 374-2660, 666-0584
Treasurer: Henry Halberg, 5809 N. Country Club, LR 72207, 663-1812
Editor: Mel White, 311 S. Cedar, LR 72205, 375-2985, 664-8786
Associate Editor: Jean Ann Waters, 1117 W. 52nd, NLR 72118, 753-5961

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:
Field Trips:

Jane Gulley, 3103 Imperial Valley, LR 72212, 225-2072
Wildlife Films:

Lisa Hlass, 507 Ridgeway, LR 72205, 661-0431
Education and Youth Activities:

Cathy Mitchell, 11301 Southridge Drive, LR 72212, 225-5515
Conservation:

Mary Ellen Stockdale, 9206 Cynthia, LR 72205, 224-0343
Membership:

Wendy Margolis, 5110 F, LR 72205 664-8477

DIRECTORS:

Michael Saar, 103 Broadmoor Drive, LR 72204, 376-6671

Jane Gulley, 3103 Imperial Valley, LR 72212, 225-2072

Robert Lashley, 1602 Green Mountain, LR 72211, 227-4269
Rusty Baldwin, 618 N. Pine, LR 72205, 661-2218, 661-1179

Bill Shepherd, 2125 S. Broadway, LR 72206, 371-1706, 375-3918
Florence Mallard, 2924 Dalewood Road, LR 72207, 663-8803

Hospitality:

Florence Mallard, 2924 Dalewood Road, LR 72207, 663-8803

Telephone:

Chris Granger, 3 Holly Springs, LR 72212, 227-0258

Christmas Count:

E. P. Floyd, 16 Lakeside, Hensley 72065, 888-4252

Publicity:

Robert Crabtree, 3608 Sevier Drive, NLR 72216, 753-1723

SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN

Senator Dale Bumpers, SD229 DSOB, Washington, D. C. 20510, (202) 224-4843; LR 378-6286
Senator David Pryor, 264 RSOB, Washington, D. C. 20510, (202) 224-2353; LR 378-6336
Congressman Bill Alexander, 233 CHOB, Washington, D. C. 20515, (202) 225-4076

Congressman Tommy Robinson, 1541 LHOB, Washington, D. C. 20515, (202) 225-2506; LR 378-5941
Congressman Beryl Anthony, 1117 LHOB, Washington, D. C. 20515, (202) 225-3772

Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, 2207 RHOB, Washington, D. C. 20515, (202) 225-4301

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS
5809 NORTH COUNTRY CLUB BLVD.
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72207

MEL WHITE
311

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
PERMIT NO. 2113

SOUTH CEDAR

LITTLE ROCK AR 72205



