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Chapter News

The meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society will
be October 18-20 at Ashdown. There should be lots of
shorebirds at Lake Millwood, and we’ve heard rumors
of special field trips to a legendary location known for
its fabulous wildlife. Sound interesting? If you’re not
a member of the state society, contact an ASCA of-
ficer for details on the fall meeting.

The AAS Youth Ecology Camp has had another suc-
cessful session. ASCA contributed $1,000 toward
camp expenses. Two scholarships were given in the
name of ASCA to Shontonia Stephens and Kahla
Smith, both of College Station.

Watch for ‘“The World of Audubon’ on cable chan-
nel WTBS (Atlanta) September 6, 10, 15, and 20. There
will be segments on Baja California, eagle hacking, the
World Wildlife Fund, and Mono Lake.

Peter A. A. Berle (BURR-lee) is the new president
of the National Audubon Society. Our man Neil Curry,
who attended the NAS convention in June, was great-
ly impressed with Berle. “He’s a real person,” Neil
said. “We'll see good things from Peter Berle.”” Let’s
hope that Neil's right, and that Berle can straighten
out some of the controversies surrounding the way
NAS has been run in past years. Not to put too fine
a point on things, but there’s no doubt that some of
the bigwigs at NAS have been unresponsive to chapter
needs, out of touch with local folks, arrogant as hell,
and seemingly more concerned with winning design
awards for their magazine and maintaining their
bureaucracy than with keeping sight of the concerns
that made Audubon what it is today—or at least was
yesterday. Neil will present a program on the national
convention at the September meeting; see the Calen-
dar for details.

We've got another great season of wildlife films com-
ing up, so mark your calendars and order your season
tickets. (You'll be getting an order form in the mail
before long.) Lisa Hlass is our new films chairperson,
and she’s going to do a great job of keeping any of the
dates from being ‘“snowed out.” We're counting on
you, Lisa. Here are the films:

Oct. 18 Amazonia
Jerzy Grabowski

Dec. 6 North to the Top of the World
John Wilson

Jan. 17 The Faraway Falklands
Richard C. Kern

Feb. 21 Roger Tory Peterson’s Birds

of Seven Continents

Herman W. Kitchen

March 14 Wildlife Annals

Allen J. King
All films are on Friday nights at 7:45 at the U of
A Med Center auditorium, off Markham Street, as
usual. There’s free parking. These films are great
entertainment, and a great bargain, as well.

ASCA has given a number of bird books to the Cen-
tral Arkansas Library System, including copies of the
Robbins, Peterson, and National Geographic guides,
the AOU checklist, the Pettingill bird-finding guides,
and the Audubon master birding guides. The gift was
made possible by contributions from Eulalia and
Carlos Araoz, from two members who wish to remain
anonymous, and from Mrs. Greta Strachan in memory
of Ian Field.

ASCA President Rusty Baldwin has received a let-
ter from Camp Aldersgate thanking some of our
members who helped with programs for young people
with health problems. Volunteering their time for this
wonderful activity were Anita Thurmond, Florence
Mallard, Sam Slagle, Chris Grainger, Edith and Henry
Halberg, Perk Floyd, Liz Fulton, Joyce Godfrey, and
Phil Osborne.

Former Little Rock resident Gary Graves has been
appointed assistant curator of birds at the Smithso-
nian Institution in Washington. His research is con-
tinuing into neotropical birds, and he is working now
on the systematics of Andean hummingbirds, antpit-
tas, and tanagers. ‘“The opportunity ior travel and
research in the tropics is outstanding,” Gary says.

ASCA Member Honored

ASCA’s own Florence Mallard, a member of the
state Non-Game Preservation Commission, was
honored as the Wildlife Conservationist of the Year
by the Arkansas Wildlife Federation at ceremonies
August 19 in Little Rock. We congratulate the hard-
working Florence on the much-deserved honor. Arkan-
sas is a better state for her efforts on behalf of the
environment.




Bird News

The same Fearless Foursome that hit Big Bend on
a birding trip last year—Florence Mallard, Jane
Gulley, Andrew Pursley, and Your Ed.—planned a trip
to Florida this spring, but at the last minute Florence
took sick and we were reduced to a Tentative Trio.
Despite the cloud over the start, A Good Time Was
Had By All and many life birds came our way as we
visited Sanibel Island, Corkscrew Swamp, the
Everglades, the Keys, and even the Dry Tortugas. We
found Black-whiskered Vireo, Gray Kingbird, Smooth-
billed Ani, Swallow-tailed Kite, Wood Stork, Limpkin,
White-crowned Pigeon, Sooty Tern, Brown Booby,
Brown Noddy, Magnificent Frigatebird, Burrowing
Owl, and—finally, thanks to a tape that Bill Shepherd
lent us—the elusive Mangrove Cuckoo. And those
were just the highlights. It’s a long way down there,
and the traffic and development along the coast is
awful, but the birds sure are nice.

In July, Yr. Ed. made a quick trip to El Lay and
points north and picked up thirteen lifers, chief among
them California Condor. It cannot be overstated that
this species is in terrible trouble. Last year’s popula-
tion of fifteen birds in the wild is down to eight; all
have radio transmitters attached to their wings, and
there is talk of going ahead and capturing all the con-
dors to put the maximum effort into the captive-
breeding program. Some experts believe that the
California environment is simply too dangerous—
guns, poisons, disturbance—for such a tiny population
to survive any longer. Your Editor saw the “Santa
Barbara pair’’ —the only breeding pair—close up, and
he wishes the word ‘“awesome’”” had not been so over-
used, because that is the only way to describe the con-
dor. All we can do now is hope that the experts know
what they’re doing, and that this magnificent species
can be restored to the wild again—someday.

On the Fourth of July, Roy Stout, Cathy Mitchell,
and Jim Dixon saw Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Redstart, and Parula at Devil’'s Den
State Park. They also saw an Anhinga at Lake
Maumelle in mid-July.

The Halbergs get dozens of calls this time of year
from folks asking when they should stop feeding hum-
mingbirds. They reply, “When the flowers stop bloom-
ing, or around the first of October.” There is a body
of thought, though, that says the hummers will leave
when they feel like it, regardless of the availability of
sugar water.

Eleven Kirtland’s Warblers were found on their
wintering grounds early this year: five in the Bahamas,
five in the Turks and Caicos, and one on Hispaniola.
All but one were found in desert-type habitat.

For a free checklist of Texas birds, write Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School
Road, Austin, TX 78744. Ask for Technical Series No.
32.

A big controversy is brewing over the future of
American Birds magazine. There have been rumors
that National Audubon is tired of the deficit the
publication entails and wants to drop it. It has been
said that no more compilations of Christmas Bird
Counts would be published. There have been accusa-
tions and denials, and debates over just what it is that
Audubon stands (and ought to stand) for. If you have
feelings about this matter, you should write and make
your views known to: Peter A. A. Berle, 950 Third
Avenue, New York, NY 10022 (NAS president); and
Donal C. O’Brien Jr., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Room 5600,
New York, NY 10112 (board chairman, NAS).

Conservation News

Faulkner Lake is back in the news. Mayor Terry
Hartwick of North Little Rock has proposed a $2.4
million canal between Protho Swamp and the Arkan-
sas River to drain Rose City—through the center of
the lake. The Corps of Engineers says it can ac-
complish alleviation of flooding in Rose City more
cheaply and not disturb Faulkner Lake. The Tuesday
Morning Birders have discovered that the land is for
sale in the area where they have been watching nesting
Purple Gallinules, King Rails, Common Moorhens,
Pied-billed Grebes, and Wood Ducks, and also Least
Bitterns, Yellow-crowned Night Herons, Great Egrets,
Snowy Egrets, and Little Blue Herons, but the cost
of the property seems prohibitive. Arkansas has only
eight per cent of its wetlands left. Faulkner Lake
deserves our attention, and protection. As soon as the
Corps publishes a plan we need to look at it very
carefully.

Watch for the plans for management of the national
forests in Arkansas, due in October. Once again we will
have only a short time to comment on the proposals.
But, rumor has it, the recommendations for the forests
could be better than we feared from the draft manage-
ment plans.

The design team of the Corps of Engineers has come
up with a plan for channelization of Boyle Park that
is much less destructive than we had feared. It in-
volves building a levee on the west side of the park

to protect the houses in that area, allowing the park
to flood naturally in periods of high water. In other
words, it’s what Mother Nature had in mind all along,
and what we recommended seven years ago. Jack
Wolfolk of the Corps and his colleagues deserve our
thanks for working hard to try to save part of the park.
We need to support this idea when the time comes for
final approval of Fourche Basin drainage plans. While
large areas still will be cut, bulldozed, and excavated,
and while water flow through the center of the park
will be greatly altered, this proposal does save a good
portion of the best part of Boyle Park.

Bill Shepherd is working on a tape of Mexican bird
songs, with narration in Spanish, that will be
distributed to encourage conservation efforts in Mex-
ico. The tape would use recordings made by Ben and
Lula Coffey of Memphis, and would be a tribute to the
Coffey’s work from Audubon members in Arkansas
and the mid-south. You will receive notice in the mail
of how you can help this worthwhile effort. Remember,
not only are many Mexican species endangered by
habitat destruction, but “our’” birds are threatened by
loss of their wintering habitat, as well.

The Game and Fish Commission is going to try
again to get a sales tax increase earmarked for their
hunting, fishing, and conservation projects. The GFC
has a meeting with conservationists August 20 to
develop a plan to get greater public support for the
tax.




The Halbergs say that several people have called
reporting nesting Mississippi Kites around the Little
Rock area. There have been reports from southwest
Little Rock, the Heights, and, as usual, Boyle Park
and UALR. The comeback of this species, and of the
Black-shouldered Kite in the west, is heartening. It’s
too bad we can’t say the same about the beautiful,
graceful Swallow-tailed Kite of the southern swamps.
Loss of habitat—loss of wetlands—has reduced the
range of this kite. This is just one more example of why
we need to hang onto the swamps, marshes, and bot-
tomland areas we still have. '

In 1984 Americans celebrated National Birds of
Prey Conservation Week in early October. An effort
is now under way to have Congress provide for an an-
nual observance of such a week. You can help in this
effort by asking your representative and senators to
cosponsor the legislation in preparation. Cosponsor-
ship is essential. At the same time, ask your con-
gressmen to support the effort to have the United Na-
tions designate 1987 as International Raptor Year.
This proposed international event would focus global
attention on conservation of birds of prey.

Please stay on the alert for progress in getting a na-
tional wildlife refuge on the Cache River in eastern
Arkansas. The refuge proposal offered by Senator Dale
Bumpers would encompass around 100,000 acres—
that’s more than the total of the wilderness areas we
all fought so hard to have designated in Arkansas. The
Cache River is part of the White River system, rated
one of the best remaining areas of bottomland left in
the South. Its protection would be a valuable step in
saving a most productive ecosystem—productive for
birders, fishermen, hunters, and, of course, for animals.
Support the refuge proposal when it comes before Con-
gress again.

Strange Birds

The highlight of recent birding in the area was the
discovery of about ten immature Roseate Spoonbills
on Bayou Meto south of Jacksonville on August 17.
Word got around quickly, and in the next few days
many state birders drove down the muddy farm road
off Dick Jeter Road to see the visitors from the Gulf.

The whole thing started when Lance Peacock was
out birding north of Galloway and found a rice field
full of herons and egrets—and also some Tricolored
Herons and White Ibises. Those are very unusual birds
themselves, but they paled at the find made the next
day by Roy Stout, Cathy Mitchell, Jim Dixon, and
Florence Mallard. They followed Lance’s directions to
the field, but took off in the opposite direction chas-
ing some hawks. There, along the bayou, they found
a group of twenty or so Black-crowned Night
Herons . . . and the spoonbills. As you can gather, this
was a pretty productive place. ,

The next day several people went looking for the
spoonbills; the birds didn’t show up until mid-
afternoon, and four birders saw them. The next day
(the day this is being written) they were still there, and
more folks saw them.

We know what you’re thinking: ‘“Hurricane David
blew them up north.” But no; a farmer Lance ran into
told him that ‘‘some pink birds” had been in the area
for the preceding week, which meant that the birds
were there for at least several days before the hur-
ricane hit the Gulf Coast.

Longtime Audubon member Mary Alma Nutt of
Benton passed away August 11; burial was August
15. We will miss her. Members of the Audubon Socie-
ty of Central Arkansas extend their sympathies to her
three sons.

New Members

ALEXANDER
Norma Adams

E. Dewitt
M. Jan Fenno

Merle White
David 1. White

Capitola W. Flippen

BATESVILLE
Lydia Thomas

Lynn Griffis
Patrick Harris

MABELVALE
Renata Stone

Mrs. J. Hudson

CONWAY
John H. Futrell

LITTLE ROCK
Norman Anspach
Linda Baskett
L. Blackwell
Raymond E. Block Jr.
Warner W. Civitts

Bob E. James
Mike Keppen
John E. Lock Sr.
Wendy Margolis
Jerry L. Mitchell
Manford Morris
Charles R. Preston
Melissa Reynolds
Clara Spurgin

NORTH LITTLE ROCK
E. C. Jones
C. Martin Family
Jim Robson
T. M. Stiles
G. F. Stroope
John VanCleve
Gayle M. Willhite

Ray Cooper -

Witt Stephens Jr.
Nan Stuckey

SHREVEPORT, LA
Mark S. Chudy

Join the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically become a member of the National Audubon Society. You will receive
the bimonthly national Audubon magazine and the Snipe, published from time to time by ASCA. It is important for new members to join through
ASCA, so a portion of your dues support local activities.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP _
Check the Membership You Desire (includes Audubon Magazine)

O Individual, . ... ... $30.00 per year [0 Senior citizen-ind.. ........................ $21.00 per year
O Family. ..o e 38.00 per year 00 Senior citizen-family. ............. .. ... ... 23.00 per year
D SustainiBg . ...oovvieiiii i 50.00 per year O New membership

[ Student. . ... 18.00 per year O Renewal

Name (Please Print) :

Address

City State

Zip

{.ocal Chapter: Audubon Society of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50

Piease make check payable to National Audubon Society.

SRC-7

To join, complete the coupon
and mail to Henry Halberg,
ASCA treasurer, 5809 North
Country Club, Little Rock, AR
72207. Renewals sh>uld be sent
to National Audubon Society,
Membership Data Center, P.O.
Box 2665, Boulder, CO 80322.
Send change-of-address to P.O.
Box 2664, Boulder, CO 80321,
and Henry Halberg, so you
won't miss Audubon magazine
or the Snipe.




Calendar

Thursday, September 12, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting for
all members at Pulaski Bank Community Room,
Pierce and R streets. Neil Curry will talk about the
June convention of the National Audubon Society,
held in the Adirondacks.

Saturday, September 21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.: Hawk watch
at Pinnacle Mountain State Park Visitor Center. Come
and go as you wish. Should see Broad-winged Hawks,
Ospreys, cormorants, accipiters, White Pelicans . . .
who knows what all. Call 868-5806 for information.

Thursday, October 10, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting of the
ASCA board at the Game and Fish Commission
building. All members are welcome at board meetings.

Saturday, October 26, 7:30 a.m.: Field trip to the
Faulkner Lake area. Go east on Interstate 40 to the
Galloway exit, go south on Highway 391. Stop after
crossing the railroad; we will meet by the roadside.

Wetland birds should be seen. Leader, Florence
Mallard, 663-8803.

Tuesday, October 29, 8-10 p.m.: Owl prowl at Pin-
nacle Mountain State Park. Listen for the hoots of the
Great Horned, the cries of the Barred, and the screech-
es of the Screech. Meet at the picnic area south of the
mountain (near Kingfisher Trail). Call 868-5806 for
information.

Thursday, November 14, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting of
the ASCA board at the Game and Fish Commission
building. All members are welcome at board meetings.

Saturday, November 16, 9:30 a.m.: Field trip to Lake
Hamilton Fish Hatchery. Take Highway 7 south from
Hot Springs to Highway 290; turn left, go two miles,
look for hatchery sign and road to left. All-day trip;
bring lunch. Leader, Sam Slagle, 374-4978.

OFFICERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS, AND DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:
President: Rusty Baldwin, 618 S. Pine, LR 72205, 661-1179
Vice-President: Neil Curry, Rt. 1, Box 33, Roland 72135, 868-5297
Secretary: Anne Crary, 523 N. Pine, LR 72205, 666-0584
Treasurer: Henry Halberg, 5809 N. Country Club, LR 72207, 663-1812
Editor. Mel White, 311 S. Cedar, LR 72205, 664-8786
Associate Editor; Jean Ann Waters, 1117 W. 52nd, NLR 72118, 753-5961

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:
Field Trips:

Sam Slagle, 2508 Wolfe, LR 72206, 374-4978

Chris Granger, 3 Holly Springs, LR 72212, 227-0258
Wildlife Films: o

Sally Hays, 50 Kingsbridge Way, LR 72212, 225-8254 [P
Education and Youth Activities:

Anita Thurmond, 2521 Vancouver, LR 72204, 227-7739
Conservation:

Cathy Mitchell, 11301 Southridge, LR 72212, 225-1685

Membership:
Henry Halberg, 5809 N. Country Club, LR 72207, 663-1812

DIRECTORS:
Chris Granger, 3 Holly Springs, LR 72212, 227-0258
Jane Gulley, 3103 Imperial Valley, LR 72212, 225-2072
Tom Wittenberg, 311 Crystal Court, LR 72205, 666-7218
Paula Claire Hall, PO. Box 2763, LR 72203, 666-9334
Robert Lashley, 1602 Green Mountain, LR 72211, 227-4269

Hospitality:
Cheryl Floyd, 700 N. Polk, LR 72205, 666-8939
Telephone:
Amelia Metrailer, 1404 Kavanaugh, LR 72205, 663-0441
Christmas Count:
E.P. Floyd, 16 Lakeside, Hensley 72065, 888-4252
Publicity:
Mary Bea Thomas, 501 Napa Valley, #1106, LR 72211, 227-9505

SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN
Senator Dale Bumpers, SD229 DSOB, Washington D.C. 20510, (202) 224-4843; 2527 FOB, Little Rock (378-6286)
Senator David L. Pryor, 264 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510, (202) 224-2353; 3030 FOB, Little Rock (378-6336)
Congressman Bill Alexander, 233 CHOB, Washington D.C. 20515, (202) 225-4076; 202 FOB, Batesville; 211A FOB, Jonesboro, St. Francis County

Courthouse, Forrest City

Congressman Beryl Anthony, 1117 LHOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 225-3772; P.O. Box 2021, El Dorado, P.0. Box T, Hot Springs, 2521 FOB, Pine Bluff
Congressman Tommy Robinson, 1541 LHOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 225-2506; 1527 FOB, Little Rock (378-5941)
Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, 2207 RHOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 225-4301; 424 FOB, Fayetteville; P.O. Box 1624, Ft. Smith
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