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BEGINNING BIRD COURSE
IS SET FOR MARCH 18-19

Our annual Beginning Bird Course (often re-
ferred to as the ““crash” bird course ) will be held this
year Friday and Saturday, March 18-19 at Pinnacle
State Park. This is a short introduction to bird
identification that is always well-attended and well-
received, and we hope that anyone who would like to
get started bird-watching will sign up. Friday night
from 6:30 to 9:30 at the visitor center at Pinnacle
there will be presentations on bird classification, use
of binoculars and other matters, and Saturday from 8
a.m. until the early afternoon at the pavilion area off
Highway 300 there will be a short talk on bird song
and a bird walk. Guides from the chapter will lead
small groups of beginners around Kingfisher Trail,
pointing out some of the birds of the area. The fee of
$5 per adult or family, $3.50 per unaccompanied
child includes a book, various identification aids and
refreshments. Bring lunch on Saturday. Tell your
friends and neighbors about the course. Call Anita
Thurmond at 227-7739 for reservations.

PRESIDENT’S NOTE

Members have been enjoying the society-
sponsored wildlife film series arranged by Jeanne
Jackson. I hope you have supported these films and
will again next year; our board voted to sponsor the
series in ‘83-84.

We have two slide programs at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park visitor center: Bluebirds and
Inviting Wildlife To Your Yard. Call Pinnacle
(868-5806) to see these, and while there visit their
bird feeding station.

I'm looking forward to our general meeting
March 10. Lets get together with photographer Matt
Bradley. See you at the Pinnacle visitor center at 7
p.m., or come early and bird in the picnic area.

— Chris Granger

February 15, 1983

Florence Mallard displays one of the entries in the ASCA art contest for

fifth-graders.
WHOOO
ARE WINNERS IN
ART COMPETITION?

ASCA earlier this year held an art contest for
fifth-grade students in the Little Rock area schools,
and Anita Thurmond, chairperson of the Education
Committee, reports that the 300 or so entries included
many from some very talented young artists. The
contest required students to illustrate some aspect of
owl biology, and the winners were announced at the
February board meeting. They are:

Grand prize — Mark Mizell, Williams.

First prize — Robert Griftin, Ish.

Second prize — Chester Parson, Carver.

Third prize — Darian Smith, Williams.
Receiving honorable mention were Herbert Boykin
and Major Kimbrough of Williams, Charles Farmer
of Carver, Harold Moses of Franklin and FEric
Hunter of Bale. Prizes include admission to wildlife
films, bird books and enrollment in our Beginning
Bird Course. Congratulations to all the winners, and
to Anita for holding such a successful event.

" CHAPTER NEWS

Retiring Snipe editor Henry Halberg was the
subject of a very nice article by Dorothy Palmer in
the Arkansas Gazette on February 1,complete with
a three-column photo of Henry holding the first issue
of this newsletter. It’s all too easy for those of us who
have depended on Henry and Edith for so long to
take their contributions for granted; thus, it’s good
now and again to be reminded of just what they have
meant (and what they still mean)to ASCA . Dorothy
interviewed several members about the influence the
Halbergs had on their birding lives: Gary Graves,
studying for a doctorate at Florida State, told her
Henry had “more influence than any of my teachers.”
Bill Shepherd was quoted as saying about Henry and
Edith: “They do whatever needs to be done, and if
they can’t do it they make sure it gets done.” That
about sums it up. (Henry, of course, hasn’t retired
from Audubon activities by any means — he’s still
the ASCA treasurer and he and Edith are both very
active in the state society.)

The new logo and layout of the Snipe is by
member Jean Ann Waters, who has taken time from
her busy schedule at the Woods Brothers Advertising
Agency to create a new look for the ASCA newsletter.
This Snipe is being put together in a rush (and we
won’t even mention the fire at Woods as we were
going to press), so we’re not really sure what’s going
to happen; we just hope it gets to everyone before the
March meeting. This is our first time, so bear with us
and we’ll get on schedule soon. In the meantime,
please send us news — on birds, conservation, or
anything else of interest.

A very good birder named Lance Peacock has
moved to Little Rock for a few months while working
with the Nature Conservancy. (Bill Shepherd showed
him two life birds — LeConte’s Sparrow and Harris’
Sparrow — the first couple of weeks he was in town.)
If Lance Peacock ever gets together with Florence
Mallard and Warner Eagle it’ll be a pretty birdy
group.
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Barbara Shults reports that several board
members of National Audubon are upset about the
way membership information and fees are being
handled. (Robert Shults of Little Rock is a national
board member, and at the last board meeting he
relayed ASCA’s concern about present procedures.)
Memberships are being handled now by a computer
service in Boulder, Colorado, and by all accounts
things are not going well. NAS President Russ
Peterson said it was the first he’d heard of the
problems, and promised to take action. This should
be good news to those who have had trouble recently
with their subscriptions.

Miss Virginia Stockwell, a former board member
and friend of many in ASCA, died January 3. We
will miss her; our sympathies to her relatives.

A pair of ladies’ gloves was found after the last
wildlife film. If they are yours, call 663-8803 and
identify them.

BIRD NEWS

Birders on the Holla Bend bus trip scan Lake Dardanelle for gulls.

This has turned into the winter of the Burrowing
Owl in Arkansas. Last winter, one showed up at
Holla Bend refuge, and dozens of people saw it,
many for the first time. In the fall, a University of
Arkansas student found ‘ Y
another (?) owl on a :
country road only a few
miles from the refuge.
Then on January 8, a
group of birders found
one at the Stuttgart air-
port, where it had been
roosting in a hole in a
runway. Considering the
rarity of this bird in
Arkansas, two in a
season would be note-
worthy, but then on
January 16 another
Burrowing Owl was Peacock talks birds with Mallard.
found at a burned prairie area near Stuttgart. It had
been roosting in a “‘prairie pimple.” What’s going
on? Will this species develop into a regular winter
visitor here?

A full busload of folks went to Holla Bend for
the field trip on January 15. Among the birds seen
were hundreds of geese, a few eagles, a flock of
around 60 Great Blue Herons, a Harris’ Sparrow, A
Sharp-Shinned Hawk, and a red-phase Screech Owl
sunning itself, hanging halfway out of a Wood Duck
box.
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Betty Walker, who lives in Leawood Heights,
has had a Pileated Woodpecker visiting her backyard
deck. She says she’s been trying to attract one for five
years, and finally succeeded.

The Halbergs have just returned from a birding
trip to Mexico (the Yucatan), and Bill Shepherd is
planning one. the rest of us will just have to dream.

Jane Gulley — as if she didn’t have enough
wildlife around her house — is raising a baby Barn
Owl found after a storm destroyed its nest near
Stuttgart.

CONSERVATION
NEWS

Important: Please immediately contact your
state representative and senator and ask them to
support Senate Bill 399, sponsored by Sen.
Morriss Henry of Fayetteville. This bill would
provide for a voluntary tax check-off on state
income tax forms by which citizens could support
nongame wildlife programs in Arkansas. More
than twenty other states have used this method to
provide funds for species that are not hunted, and
thus are not priorities for game and fish commis-
sions, and there is no state where it could be put to
better use than Arkansas, where we are blessed
with so much natural diversity.

Have you decided yet whether you’re a Nazi or
a Communist? Interior Secretary James Watt, that
pious Paul Bunyan on the Potomac, compared
environmentalists to followers of Hitler and Lenin
not too long ago, saying that we all want the same
kind of society. And you thought you were just trying
to save a few birds and trees, right? We can add little
to what Gaylord Nelson, chairman of the Wilderness
Society, said about Watt: “The secretary has gone
bonkers. It’s time the white—coat people took him
away.” However, until they do take him away, we
can’t afford to ignore his lunatic ravings; he must be
watched. (By the way, your editor, preferring vodka
to Rhine wine, has decided to opt for Communism.,
although he does hope to own a Mercedes someday.)

Speaking of Washington, the Audubon Leader
reports that the 97th Congress was something of a
deadlock between pro- and anti-environmental
forces, with “few clear-cut victories on either side.”
The good guys came out ahead on reauthorization of
the Endangered Species Act, protection of coastal
barrier islands (Arkansas Sen. Dale Bumpers has
long worked for this cause), and establishment of a
new national wildlife refuge (though it’s the only one
added since Ronald Reagan took office). On our
northern border, Missouri got a 6,800-acre wilder-
ness area; now it’s our turn to fight for wilderness in
Arkansas.

Closer to home, the Arkansas legislature is in
session as this newsletter goes to press, and the news
is mixed from Little Rock, as well. The comprehen-
sive water code bill appears to be doomed; Grand
Prairie farmers don’t want any regulation of ground-
water use, although the resource is diminishing
rapidly, and apparently some agribusiness interests
don’t want any kind of water code at all, preferring to
trust to money and politics to get what they want. We
know agriculture and industry will have a say in the
use of Arkansas water, but who will speak for the
fish, ducks, otters and other aquatic animals and
plants?
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The Pollution Control and Ecology Commission
will be getting some new leadership under Gov. Bill
Clinton. (Maybe it won’t be called the Pollution
Permission Commission any more.) The Arkansas
Conservation Coalition is trying to get an environ-
mental representative on the commission, which is
top-heavy with business-interest representation right
now. Whether or not this is accomplished, more
environmentalists need to attend commission
meetings to voice support for resource protection.

The Nature Conservancy has received a $25
million gift from the Richard King Mellon Foundation
of New York to help preserve wetlands in America.
Kay Armold, director of the conservancy in
Arkansas, hopes to get part of the generous grant for
our state, where wetlands, especially in the Delta,
are fast disappearing. The Nature Conservancy
must raise money to match this grant, so please
consider joining or contributing to this very important
organization. '

A step for the protection of wetlands was taken
by Rep. Henry Hodges of Little Rock when he
introduced House Joint Resolution 2, calling for the
exemption of natural, undeveloped swampland and
wetland from property tax. We hope for the best for
this resolution.

Also in the state legislature is a proposal to
allow citizens to allocate a portion of their income-
tax refund for nongame wildlife protection. Many
other states have used this method to provide funds
for species that are not hunted, and thus are not
priorities for game and fish commissions, and there is
no state where it could be put to better use than
Arkansas, where we are blessed with so much
natural diversity and so little money.
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Friday, March 4, 7:45 p.m.: The last in this
season’s series of Audubon wildlife films, co-
sponsored by ASCA and the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences. Tom Sterling, an excellent
photographer who has been to Little Rock many
times, will narrate Vancouver: Isle of Wonder.
Admission is $2 for adults, $1 for students, children
under 12 free when accompanied by an adult. Youth
groups admitted for 50 cents per child. As always the
film will be shown in Shorey Auditorium at the
Medical Sciences Campus. Thanks to the com-
missioner of Mental Health Services, we can park
free on a lot reached as follows: Take Hooper Drive
off West Markham to its end, make two rights and
enter through the gate on your right. Remember to
call Henry Halberg at 663-1812 if you want to
attend a dinner with the speaker at the Villa before
the film.

Thursday, March 10, 7:00 p.m.: Regular
quarterly meeting at Pinnacle State Park Visitor
Center. Don’t miss this meeting; the program will be
presented by noted Arkansas photographer Matt
Bradley. He will show slides from various assign-
ments he has undertaken for National Geographic
magazine, ranging from Arkansas to the North West
Territories of Canada. Bradley is an excellent pho-
tographer, and the program will be one that everyone
will enjoy.

Saturday, March 19, 8:00 a.m.: Field trip to
Pinnacle State Park, held in conjunction with the
chapter-sponsored Beginning Bird Course. (See
above for more information about the course.) Meet
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at the Kingfisher Trail, which is near the main
parking lot off Highway 300. We might see some
early spring birds; bring lunch if you plan to stay all
day, and hope for warmer weather than last year.

Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.: Board meeting
at St. Vincent Infirmary, Room S-1169. (All
members are welcome at board meetings.)

Saturday, April 16, 7:00 a.m.: Morning-only
field trip to Maumelle Park, off Pinnacle Valley
Road west of Little Rock (the old county farm road).
Should be lots of good migrants, maybe an osprey
along the river. Meet at the park entrance; leader
Florence Mallard, 663-8803.

Friday, April 29-Sunday, May 1: Spring
meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society at Jasper.
Meetings will be held at the high school; more details
will be provided in the state newsletter, or write to
Ellen Neaville, #8 Brooks Drive, Rogers, AR
72756 (note her new address). If you’ve never been
to a state society meeting, make plans to attend this
one. The combination of spring birds and the Buffalo
River country should be great, and it’s been rumored
that there may even be Cerulean Warblers in the
area.

Saturday,May 14,9:00a.m.: All-day field trip
to Petit Jean State Park; bring lunch. This is the
height of spring migration in Arkansas, and the
woods should be swarming with birds. Meet at the

park visitor center; for infermation call Sam Slagle,
374-4978.
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