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Happy New Year to you all. May you live long and bird forever. Meanwhile [ am looking out the window at the snow piling up while I write this
Snipe; and I keep wondering why I ever thought that I was coming to the Sunny South when we moved to Arkansas. What Sam Clemens said about
weather is just as true for Arkansas as it was for Connecticut. The one thought that consoles me is that here the weather will warm up soon.

The most important work for conservationists in 1977 is the establishment of wilderness and wildlife areas in Alaska. These areas will be included in
the more than 100 million acres of National Parks, Wildlife Refuges, and Wild and Scenic Rivers proposed to protect the finest wilderness frontier
left in America. For information write to the ALASKA COALITION, 620 C Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003. 1

AUDUBON CALENDAR
MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS

Sunday, February 13, 2:30 p.m.: Regular meeting at the Museum of Science and History in MacArthur Park. Mr. Frank Reuter of the University of
Arkansas at Monticello will present a talk on Alaska, with slides. He will discuss the wildlife and Alaskan ecology, and the relationship of the pipe-
line to them.

Saturday, February 19: Field trip to see birds on the Preserved Prairie Areas in the Grand Prairie. The group will visit the Smoke Hole near Carlisle,
the Konecny Prairie near Slovak, and perhaps the Ross Prairie near Stuttgart. These areas are tracts of original prairie that have never been plowed.
They have a good representative native flora. The tracts have been acquired by the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission in order to preserve them
for posterity. Meet at the Museum of Science and History in MacArthur Park in Little Rock at 7:30 a.m. or at the Winrock Rice Drier (formerly
Southern Rice Farms) on US 70 on the east edge of Carlisle at 8:30 a.m. The rice drier is a tall green structure, you cannot miss it. Bring lunch and
warm clothes. Leader, Bill Shepherd, 371-1076 or 375-3918. ’

Tuesday, March 8, 7:45 p.m.: Regular meeting at the Pulaski Heights Baptist Church on Kavanaugh at Cedar. Each member is requested to bring
his or her 10 best slides. There will be a discussion of birdwatching courtesy and the fine points of the use of cassette tape recorders. Also how and
when not to use a cassette, for example near the nest of a rare warbler in breeding season.

Saturday, March 19, 8:30 a.m.: Barge trip on Lake Maumelle and walking trip,to Sullivan’s Island. Meet at North Shore Landing. To get to the land-
ing, take Highway 10 from Little Rock, then take Highway 300 several miles beyond Roland until the North Shore Landing sign is seen on the left.
Cost will be between $2.00 and $3.00, depending on how many people show up. The barge trip will be followed by a trip to Sullivan’s Island in the
afternoon. If you cannot go in the morning, meet at the front gate of the old Pulaski County Penal Farm at 1:00 p.m. Bring lunch and warm clothes.
Leader, David Hunter, 758-2365.

Tuesday, April 12, 7:45 p.m.: Regular meeting at PuJaski Heights Baptist Church. Program to be announced.

Saturday, April 16, 8:30 a.m.: Field trip to Harris Brake to see warblers. Meet at the Game and Fish boat launching area 100 feet off Highway 10 and
100 feet east of the bridge over the Fourche La Fave River. Big brown sign “Harris Brake W.M.A.”” at turnoff point. Disregard all other signs that
point the way to Harris Brake. Morning trip only, easy walking, about two miles. Bring lunch if you plan to be out all day. Petit Jean and Holla
Bend are not far away. For information call Louis Huddle, 888-2896.

Friday, April 22 to Sunday, April 24: Spring meeting of the Arkansas Audubon Society, Mena. Nonmembers welcome. The call to meeting will be
mailed with the AAS March Newsletter. Nonmembers please write Mrs. Henry N. Halberg, 5809 North Country Club, Little Rock, AR 72207.

1976 - 1977 AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM SERIES

Thursday, February 10 Alvah Sanborn ALLAGASH COUNTRY
Tuesday, March 1 Harry Pederson FOUR FATHOM WORLD
Wednesday, April 6 Stefan Kling VANISHING EDEN

Admission $1.50 / Students 50 cents

The films will be shown in the regular meeting place, in the auditorium of the University Medical Center on West Markham Street at 7:45 p.m. There
is plenty of well lighted parking.

CHAPTER NEWS
President Marty Floyd has appointed the following committee chairpersons for 1977:
Conservation Ed Pembleton
Field Trips Louis Huddle
Membership Roy Stout
Publicity Bruce Freeman
Wildlife Films Ture Schoultz

Alan Peek and Ken Ropp, Science teachers at Bryant High School, accompanied by students Karen Bogard, Lucky Chambers, Sharon Jestice, and
Susan Seamon, leaders and members of the Bryant Environmental Awareness Committee, presented the program at the December meeting, a descrip-
tion of their outdoor environmental laboratory near Bryant. It isa nature-study area of, by and for the students, an outdoor classroom, a teaching
facility. The students have cut nature trails, and have built a fine study area. The older students teach the younger ones. The area can serve as a dem-
onstration site and the courses presented should be helpful as lesson plans for teachers of other schools. The Bryant students and teachers are to be
congratulated for the fine work they have done.

The Society’s scholarship of $300 for a two-week course at a National Audubon Nature Study Camp this summer is still available. Call Ed Pembleton
at the Science Museum, 376-4321. The scholarship is open until about January 31.
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The Society will sponsor a crash course for beginning birders again this spring. Anybody interested call Ed Pembleton at the Museum of Science, 376-
4321. The course is aimed at helping beginning birdwatchers to identify birds in the field. It will include discussion of what to look for in the field,
aided by study of bird mounts and skins and elementary systematics; it will include a field trip. Nonmembers are welcome. The cost will be about

$2.00.

Did you see Mel White’s interesting article on the Little Rock Christmas Bird Count in the Democrat for January 17th? It’s a must for Audubon
people. I like his last sentence, “Don’t knock it folks until you’ve tried it”.

Member David Goodpasture of Alma was married to Debra Cantrell on December 18. Best wishes to you both. Dave, be sure to bring your wife to
the AAS spring meeting. Be careful, Debbie, or he’ll make a birder out of you.

The field trip to Holla Bend on January 15 was fine, although it had its unusual features, one of which was that it became somewhat of an endur-
ance run. After a week of cold, snowy weather, Saturday dawned in a fog, in places as thick as an Alaskan whiteout. We drove out from Little Rock
on [-40 all the way to Russellville in fog, but the tracery of the completely frosted trees was beautiful. The entire countryside was snow covered,
everywhere we went all day. The side road to the refuge and all the roads on the refuge were icy, wet ruts in six inches of snow and full of Horned
Larks who refused to get out of the way. By mid-afternoon the ruts had become six inches of mud and slush under the snow. We had excellent
views of nine Bald Eagles and some of us saw the Golden Eagle. The geese were fabulous. When they were stirred up by a helicopter, the flights

of the hundreds of Snows and Blues above and in front of the Canada Geese was a tapestry of motion. The bird of the day was the Tree Sparrow,
rare in Arkansas, 10 were seen in the ruts in the road to the refuge, The animal of the day was an armadillo in the snow who had very cold feet.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Dr. J. R. Bearden, 1100 Medical Towers Ms. Joyce Godfrey, 34 Southmont Dr.

Shelly Grunden, P. O. Box 731, Monticello Ms. Deborah Haynie, 913 S. Elm St.

John R. Loyd, 297 Plainview Cir., NLR R. A. Nelson, 424 N.9th, Blytheville

Dr. Charles M. Nolan, 3620 Mill Rd. Dr. Norton A. Pope, Medical Towers, Suite 850

Robert G. Price, Little Rock John E. Rickert, 122 N. Main, Elizabethtown, KY

Dr. Ture Schoultz, 8301 Evergreen Dr. Dr. Louis L. Tolbert, Jr., 10 River Oaks Dr.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Fish and Wildlife Service needs information about the locations of winter blackbird roosts in Arkansas. Please write to Thurman Booth, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, 315 Post Office Bldg., Little Rock, Arkansas 72201, or telephone him at 378-5382.

Big Lake Wilderness, 2600 acres in Big Lake National Wildlife Refuge in"Mississippi County, was added to the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem by Congressin October. Add Caney Creek Wilderness, 23,000 acres in the Ouachita National Forest and Upper Buffalo Wilderness in the Ozark
National Forest and we have a total of about 26,000 acres in the state. The Fish and Wildlife Service has been instructed to report to Congress this
year on the feasibility of including about 4500 acres in the White River Refuge. In addition a total of about 22,000 acres is under study by the Forest
Service: Richland Creek Wilderness Study Area in the Quachita National Forest and Dry Creek and Belle Starr Caves Wilderness Study Areas in the
Ozark National Forest.

Waveland Park, at Blue Mountain Dam on a Corps of Engineers reservoir has been set aside as a bird sanctuary. No cutting is allowed. Several pairs of
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers nest and roost in the pines.

The NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY CONVENTION FAMILY-STYLE will be held June 9-12 at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, Colora-
do, adjacent to Rocky Mountain National Park. Everybody is welcome. The deadline for reservations is March 9. Rates are reasonable. Your editor
has a copy of the flier.

We regret that we are losing Charles Wilson, the director of the Little Rock Zoo, who has accepted the post of director of the Memphis Zoo. Our
best wishes go with him to his new assignment. We will be hard pressed to find his equal for replacement.

BIRD NEWS

There are at least 81 eagles in the state, according to Thurman Booth of the Fish and Wildlife Service. A few of them are Golden Eagles, but most of
them are Bald. One Golden and nine Bald Eagles have been seen at Holla Bend Refuge, as reported by Paul Daly, Refuge Manager. There are 25 at
Lake Millwood. The federal penalty for shooting an eagle is a fine of up to $5,000, maximum imprisonment of one year, or both for first offence. The
second is a felony, the maximum fine is $10,000, maximum imprisonment of two years, or both. There is a reward of 25% of the fine for information
leading to the arrest and conviction.

The Little Rock Christmas Count, on January 2, yielded 81 species, which is a good number for the area. As usual there were many blackbirds.
About 5 million were counted leaving the roost in North Little Rock. The highlights were an adult Bald Eagle and 6 Chipping Sparrows.

The Lonoke Count, on December 19, produced 88 species, and average number for Lonoke. The Barn Owls are still in residence; 6 Screech Owls re-
plied to tapes; 2 Harris’ Sparrows added spice.

A jaeger was seen at Lake Millwood on December 17 and 18; a Whistling Swan and several Bonaparte’s Gulls were found on January 8. A Rough-
legged Hawk was seen near Texarkana, also on the 8th.

No Smith’s Longspurs were seen at the Little Rock Airport on the Christmas Count. If anyone sees one at the airport this winter, please let your
editor know. We try to keep track of this somewhat confused western sparrow, who believes our airports are short-grass prairies.

A Ringed Turtle Dove has been visiting a feeder in Little Rock this winter. The bird now breeds in the Los Angeles and Miami areas; the colonies con-
sist of descendents of escapees from zoos and from dove fanciers, who commonly raise them. It should not be counted on your life list until it has
been proven to be surviving and reproducing in nature in Arkansas. We need to find a viable reproducing colony in the state.
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