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Dicamba Danger 
 

Dan Scheiman 
     A long-used herbicide is posing a new threat to birds. 
Use of dicamba to control tough weeds is skyrocketing 
across many states because Monsanto is pushing its 
new soybean and cotton varieties that have been 
genetically modified to be dicamba-resistant. To avoid 
crop damage, dicamba has been used primarily in the 
winter. Now it can be sprayed across millions of acres 
during the warm growing season. Dicamba is volatile, 
meaning in warm weather it becomes a gas and spreads 
for miles, even days after application. It can do damage 
to non-GMO crops and native plants far beyond where 
applied. In a landscape full of GMO crops, the build-up of 
volatile dicamba could be enough to damage our state 
natural areas, wildlife management areas, national 
wildlife refuges, and the wildlife they harbor. 
      To test this theory, Audubon Arkansas led a 
community science project over the summer to 
document possible dicamba damage to vegetation on 
public lands. Volunteers were asked to use an app to 
photo-document damage to leaves so we gain a better 
understanding of the geographic range, extent, and 
severity of symptoms. Preliminary results show likely 
signs of dicamba damage to oaks, sycamores, maples, 
and more along roadsides, in cemeteries, in towns, and 
the edges of protected lands across the Delta. Trees 
aren’t likely to die from one hit, but repeated exposure 
over years may be deadly if use continues.  

 
Dicamba symptomology includes leaf cupping, crinkling, 

 and yellowing. | Photo courtesy of Dan Scheiman 

 
     This is a controversial herbicide that has divided the 
agricultural community, doing as much damage to 
neighborly relations as it has done to sensitive plants. 
I’m hopeful that with Audubon adding to the advocacy 
and science against dicamba, we can convince the State 
Plant Board to put a stop to it.  Stay tuned.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Historical Snipes Available Online 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

     All of ASCA’s newsletters are safely stored with the 
Central Arkansas Library System, but there they are not 
readily accessible. Thanks to Mel White our online 
archive now goes back to volume 7, issue 1, March 
1973, with gaps. At our June meeting Mel gave me the 
box where he had been storing the newsletter (through 
volume 33, 1999) as well as Arkansas Birds from 1971 
to nearly the present. I volunteered to scan them all and, 
with help from Dottie Boyles, name the files 
appropriately.  
     In 1973 it was The Pulaski Snipe and we were Pulaski 
County Audubon Society. The newsletter was only two 

pages, and a regular membership cost $12. Today you 
get a lot more content for your money! The Oct. 1981 
issue announced that the society was renamed Audubon 
Society of Central Arkansas and the newsletter became 
The ASCA Snipe. In 1983 the newsletter received its 
current name and a new layout when Mel took over as 
editor from Henry Halberg. From there, as they say, the 
rest is history.  
     Dottie will be sharing more tidbits from past issues 
(see page 2). Thanks to Jim Dixon you can peruse them 
all online at https://wp.ascabird.org/category/snipe-
newsletter. Enjoy! 

 

 

The Newsletter of the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas 
 

Charles Mills 

https://wp.ascabird.org/category/snipe-newsletter
https://wp.ascabird.org/category/snipe-newsletter
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     The native trees in my neighborhood are 
disappearing, victims of the re-
development frenzy sweeping the area. 
What was an unbroken canopy is memory. 
Individual trees remain on lots not yet for 
sale but the shade regimen is broken. 
Sunshine now scours roofs and pavements 
where garden and brush rows flourished in 
another time. The wild is being 
extinguished before our eyes if we choose 
to look. Too many people in the nearby 
houses do not look. 
     It's really too bad people do not pay 
more attention to trees. Trees are not just 
big plants that get in the way of new house 
construction or power lines.  A tree of any 
size becomes a neighborhood of organisms 
that live on and in the plant itself from 
roots deep in the soil to the highest stems 
and leaves pulling energy from the sun. A 
tree is a high-rise condo providing shelter 
and shopping for species as diverse as 
bacteria and fungi to predatory insects, 
birds, and mammals like squirrels and 
raccoons. Even dead trees provide shelter, 
food and nutrients to the surrounding 
landscape.  
     Planting an appropriate native tree in 
the proper place is a valuable ecological 
action any of us can undertake.  Besides 

watching trees grow and enjoying the 
shade they provide, the trees we plant help 
clean the air around us and decrease noise. 
They extract carbon from the air and lock it 
up within their woody stems.  Trees attract 
local wildlife to its buffet meals of insects 
and grubs, fruit or nuts, and even fresh 
spring twigs. Trees develop holes used by 
many birds and mammals to raise their 
young in relative safety. If enough trees are 
nearby, the water vapor released through 
transpiration cools the air and may affect 
local weather conditions. In Arizona last 
month landowners observed the loss of 
trees on their hillsides due to massive fires 
in recent years had resulted in decreased 
rainfall where the fires had run. Neighbors 
whose lands were not burned seemed to 
get more rain on a regular basis than the 
burned lands.  
     It's time we think of native trees as 
infrastructure that supports the web of life 
around us. It's time we plant more native 
trees than we cut down. It is time for the 
City of Little Rock to recognize the value 
and importance of trees within its 
boundaries and pass ordinances mandating 
real estate developers plant native trees to 
replace the ones they removed at the 
beginning of their projects. 

 

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tidbits from the Past 
 

Dottie Boyles 

   On the front page of the November 20, 
1985, issue of The Snipe newsletter was an 
article that read, "Not long ago ASCA's Bill 
Shepherd was walking along a section of 
the Ouachita Trail not far from Lake Sylvia 
when he saw another hiker ahead wearing 
a heavy fur coat. Since it was early fall and 
quite warm, Bill thought this was unusual. 
Then the other hiker saw Bill and stood up, 
and Bill realized that it wasn't unusual at 
all for a bear to wear a fur coat in the early 
fall; in fact, it's quite normal. The bear 
made no comment on Bill's attire before he 
(the bear) took off in the opposite 
direction. Neither do we have a report on 
Bill's heart rate after the encounter." 

 
 

     This and other interesting articles from 
past issues are now archived on ASCA's 
website by clicking the link mentioned in 
Dan Scheiman's article on page 1. Some of 
you might even find photos of yourself 
taken long ago. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

 

Welcome New Members 
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Christopher Gilbert 
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Beth Roberts  
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Birding Group Shares Perspective on Arizona Adventure 

 
Karen Holliday
     Ten birders met in Tucson, Arizona on July 24, for a 
two-week birding trip that encompassed much of the 
southeast part of the state. Donna and Lincoln Haynes, 
Bill Burnham, Cindy Franklin, and I were from 
Arkansas. The other birders were from Louisiana, 
Kansas, and Kentucky, plus one from the Netherlands. 
Hummingbirds were the main target of the trip, with a 
total of ten species seen. The best hummingbirds were 
Lucifer, Violet-crowned, and Rivoli’s (formerly 
Magnificent) and the Blue-throated Mountain-gem. 
     The group covered well over 1,000 miles from the 
Saguaro National Park and Mt. Lemmon, to the Madera 
Canyon area, down to Santa Cruz, Patagonia, Sierra 
Vista, and Portal, then back north. At the Santa Rita 
Lodge, the Elegant Trogon pair were very cooperative, 
with the extra bonus of seeing them at their nest site.  At 
Ramsey Canyon, a Whiskered Screech-Owl was sleeping 
next to the trail. At the Ash Canyon feeder site, the 
group met hummingbird expert Sheri Williamson. At 
the San Pedro Sewer Treatment Plant, Donna saw her 
life Yellow-headed Blackbird having missed it multiple 
times in Arkansas. Bauke, the Amsterdam birder and I 
spent an extra three days birding the Grand Canyon and 
Vermillion Cliffs area where he saw his final life bird—
eleven California Condors, for his total of 106 species. 
     The trip was a huge success and great fun birding 
with birders from other states and Holland.  
 

 
Front row: Cindy Franklin, Donna Haynes, Karen Holliday, 
Lincoln Haynes, and Ann Hayes (KY). Back row: G. Bauke 
Kortleve (Amsterdam), John Hayes (KY), Chao Wu (KS), Bill 
Burnham, and Kevin Morgan (LA). | Photo: Ann Hayes  
 

Donna Haynes 
     It was hard to know which way to look while birding 
Southeast Arizona. I was most amazed with the 
diversity over such a small section of the state. Ten 
species of hummingbird were definitely the highlight of 
the trip, Lucifer, Violet-crowned and Rivoli's were the 

most impressive in my book. Other favorites were 
Elegant Trogon, Hepatic Tanager, Whiskered Screech-
Owl, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Cactus Wren, Pygmy 
Nuthatch, and Lazuli Bunting. I also quickly learned 
some of the common birds' behaviors. For instance, 
Acorn Woodpeckers are loud and constantly chatter; 
Bushtits don't go anywhere alone, they take the whole 
"family" and I don't think they ever stop moving. 
Another interesting observation was the Northern 
Cardinal of SE Arizona has a crest much larger than our 
cardinals, and their song is completely different. These 
and other differences contribute to the possibility of the 
species being split in the future.  
     On the way home our group stopped by Bitter Lake 
NWR near Roswell, NM. There we encountered a colony 
of 21+ Burrowing Owls which were wonderful to watch 
while they watched us! Their head bobbing and circling 
gave us a chuckle.  
     It was truly a dream birding vacation for me. I came 
away from the trip with 73 life birds! Many thanks to all 
of those who made this trip possible for me and Lincoln.  
 

 
Burrowing Owls | Photo: Donna Haynes 

 
Lincoln Haynes 
     Although it was hot, it was very beautiful. With its 
great wildlife and extravagant scenery, Arizona will be a 
place I will never forget. Also the cabins and views from 
them were great even though there was a scorpion 
sneaking up the stairs. I had a great time. 
 
Cindy Franklin 
     Bill Burnham and I drove to Southeastern Arizona to 
join the hummingbird themed birding trip on July 24th, 
in Tucson. For 3/4 of the trip out and back we chose to 
travel along US highways rather than the interstate 
system. Going west we followed US Highway 70 through 
Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico through wide open 
countryside.   We  encountered   very  little  traffic  away 

 

See Arizona Birding Group, page 4 
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Arizona Birding Group 
 
Continued from page 3 

from urban areas and much of the time we had the road 
to ourselves. Along the way we encountered sites such 
as Bob's Oil Well at the junction of US 70 & Texas 70 in 
Matador. We stopped at the convenience store across 
the street and I snapped a few pictures of what was a 
famous roadside attraction in the 1920's through the 
1940's. 
http://www.preservationtexas.org/endangered/bobs-
oil-well/    
 

 
Bob's Oil Well, Matador, TX | Photo: Cindy Franklin 

 

     On Sunday, July 21, just outside Roswell we stopped 
at Bitter Lake NWR and found a nice assortment of 
waterfowl and flycatchers. No one was around to quiz 
about birds or we would have tried for the Burrowing 
Owls Donna's car found. It was high noon when we 
were there, beastly hot, and the insects were ravenous 
so we looked at birds through the car windows and 
continued on. https://www.fws.gov/refuge/bitter_lake/    
 

 
      Saguaro | Photo: Cindy Franklin 

 

We stopped that night in Las Cruces. Using the eBird 
Hotspot map, I located a charming state park along the 
Rio Grande five minutes from our hotel. We hopped out 
of bed in the morning and put in 90 minutes of birding 
and chatting with the park's staff eager to tell us about 
the birds they observed on a daily basis. 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/mesillavalleystate
park.html      
     Since we were in the vicinity, we decided to visit the 
Petrified Forest National Park near Holbrook, AZ. It has 
its own exit off I-40! We drove through the park, took a 
bunch of pictures, and stopped in the Visitor's Center. 
We learned you cannot buy petrified wood inside the 
park but it is available outside the park boundaries. 
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm 
     To get to the Petrified Forest by the most direct 
route, we took US 191 through Clifton and Morenci, 
home of the Morenci copper mine. It is an interesting 
ride through a working open pit mine. The mine is 
significant not only as the largest copper mining 
operation in North American but also as the locus of 
what became a nationwide movement by industry to 
effectively curb the power of union labor.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona_copper_mine_st
rike_of_1983 
  

 
Greater Roadrunner | Photo: Cindy Franklin 

 
    On US Highway 60 just west of the Continental Divide 
in western New Mexico we stopped at Pie Town, NM for 
a late lunch of apple pie. And my, it was good. It's a 
remote colorful little place. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pie_Town%2C_New_Me
xico 
     After we got caught in a torrential monsoon 
thunderstorm in Clovis, NM, we gave up and headed to 
Amarillo, Texas and Interstate 40 to finish our 4,000 
mile road trip.  
     The hummingbirds were good, too.  

 
 

http://www.preservationtexas.org/endangered/bobs-oil-well/
http://www.preservationtexas.org/endangered/bobs-oil-well/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/bitter_lake/
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/mesillavalleystatepark.html
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/mesillavalleystatepark.html
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona_copper_mine_strike_of_1983
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona_copper_mine_strike_of_1983
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pie_Town%2C_New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pie_Town%2C_New_Mexico
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ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 
Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the 
corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs 
are free and open to the public. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

September 12, 2019 – Argentina: A Few of the Birds of  
a Very Big Country  
Mel White, Author 

 
     Mel White will describe his December 2018 trip to Argentina, including 
the bird-rich areas of Iguazu Falls, Misiones Province, and the Entre Rios 
region, as well as parks and preserves in the city of Buenos Aires. This 
travel tale is not to be missed! 
     Mel spent 28 years writing travel and nature stories for National 
Geographic Society publications and has birded in more than 30 countries 
around the world. He is author of Good Birders Don’t Wear White, A 
Birder’s Guide to Arkansas, and more. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

October 10, 2019 – Birding by Book: Passages about  
Birds, Birders, and Birding 

Presented by ASCA Members 
 

     You are invited to share a passage from a book of any genre that is 
about birds, birders, or birding. Whether moving or amusing, educational 
or nonsensical, a poem or a prose, we want to hear it.  
     Each person will have up to 5 minutes to read their selected passage 
aloud. Please submit your book’s title and author to Dan Scheiman 
(birddan@comcast.net) by October 8 so he can compile a bibliography to 
share with the group.  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

November 14, 2019 – Ordinary Extraordinary Junco: 
Remarkable biology from a backyard bird! 

Documentary by the Junco Project (juncoproject.org) 
 

     The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco is a documentary film project 
designed to engage, entertain, and inspire audiences of all backgrounds. 
Chapters highlight past and present biological research on one of the most 
common and abundant–yet amazing and diverse–groups of songbirds in 
North America, the juncos. Each chapter explores key themes in 
behavior, ecology, or evolution.  
     Please note: This video will be screened at the Little Rock Audubon 
Center, 4500 Springer Blvd.  
     Why the Junco? So often nature and science films focus on exotic 
organisms in far-off places. People should realize that exciting biology is 
happening every day in their own backyards. Despite the fact that they are 
abundant and common across much of North America, birds of the 
genus Junco also exhibit stunning diversity in feather color, body shape 
and size, and behaviors among the various species, subspecies, and races 
across their range. Juncos are truly ordinary yet extraordinary birds! 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Jack and Pam Stewart Receive 
Recognition for  

Bird Conservation 
 
Gary Moody 
Audubon Arkansas 
 

     Audubon Arkansas is proud to announce 
that Jack and Pam Stewart of Jasper, 
Arkansas, have been given the William 
Dutcher Award for the Mississippi-South 
region by the National Audubon Society. The 
award was given during the 2019 National 
Audubon convention in Milwaukee in July. 
The William Dutcher Award was established 
to recognize outstanding Audubon 
volunteers who exemplify the standard of 
service to Audubon established by William 
Dutcher. As beneficiaries of Dutcher’s legacy, 
Audubon members can be proud to emulate 
him. 
     Jack and Pam Stewart have been 
champions for birds and the environment in 
the Mississippi Flyway and across the 
country for many years. They have 
supported Audubon’s work, the Little Rock 
Audubon Center, and have been active 
advocates, including in our successful 
campaign this year to expand solar energy 
use and access throughout Arkansas. Jack 
served two terms on the National Audubon 
Society board as regional director 
representing the Mississippi Flyway South, 
and he currently serves as the education 
secretary for Arkansas Audubon Society. 
Pam leads Arkansas Audubon Society’s Bird-
Friendly Yards Initiative to promote the use 
of native plants, remove hazards to birds, 
and encourage personal action. And in June, 
Jack and Pam saw a victory in their six-year 
campaign to close a large hog operation that 
was threatening the Buffalo River, which is 
an Important Bird Area, America’s first 
National River, and a tourism destination 
and economic engine. Jack and Pam 
mobilized Audubon Arkansas, the Buffalo 
River Watershed Alliance, and many other 
organizations and advocates to protect this 
vital watershed. That’s what they do – they 
bring people together to protect birds and 
the places they need. For these and many 
other accomplishments, we are so pleased to 
have presented Jack and Pam Stewart with 
the William Dutcher Award for their service. 
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     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 
carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 
birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to 
see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact 
Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. 
Always bring plenty of water with you. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

September 21, 2019 

Bona Dea Trails and Sanctuary 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West at Exit 135. 
We will arrive at the Bona Dea Trails first parking lot around 8:15 a.m. for 
anyone who wants to meet us there. Our target birds will be migrating fall 
warblers. Bona Dea Trails is 186 acres of wetlands and woodlands in the Prairie 
Creek floodplain. The trails are paved and level for easy walking. Lunch is on 
your own. There are picnic tables at Bona Dea, or several fast food restaurants 
are nearby.  
     From Little Rock, take I-40 west to Russellville. Take Exit 81. Turn left off the 
exit ramp, then left at the light to go south on Hwy 7. Cross over the interstate, 
take a right at the second stoplight (Lakefront Drive). The trail’s parking area 
will be on your left in less than a mile. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

October 26, 2019 

Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area (south) 
 

     Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the South (boardwalk) entrance into the Bell Slough 
WMA off Hwy. 365. Bell Slough is a mix of ecosystems consisting of 2,040 acres 
of woodlands and wetlands situated between Little Rock and 
Mayflower/Falkner Co.  
     There are 117 species of birds documented for the WMA. Our targets will be 
migrating waterfowl, Sora and American Bittern, wading birds such as egrets 
and herons, and wintering passerines. The Kenny Vernon Nature Trail winds 
through the wooded area and consists of three connecting trails, ranging in 
length from about a half-mile to 2 1/4 miles. There is a nice mix of wildflowers, 
which attracts numerous butterflies. Wear study walking shoes. Walking will be 
on unpaved, mostly level paths. This will be a morning trip. 
     From Little Rock, go west on I-40. Exit I-40 at Mayflower (Exit 135) and turn 
east (right) at the light onto Hwy. 89. Then turn south (right) just past the 
commuter parking lot onto the service road. Follow the service road paralleling 
I-40, then veer right at the fork. Follow this road until you cross the Palarm 
Creek bridge. Turn left into the WMA parking lot.       
____________________________________________________________________ 

November 23, 2019 

DeGray Lake Resort State Park 
 

     Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the commuter lot at I-430/I-630 off Shackleford Road in 
Little Rock. We’ll arrive at the park's lodge around 8:45 a.m. for anyone who 
would like to meet us there. Our target birds will be eagles, loons, ducks, 
mergansers, grebes, and gulls. Dress warm, the lake can be windy and cold. Hats 
and gloves are recommended. Bring scope, water, and snacks. You can bring 
lunch or eat in the lodge's restaurant.  
     Address for the park is:  2027 State Park Entrance Road, Bismarck, Arkansas 
71929. GPS coordinates are 34.24562, -93.14840. For more information about 
the park visit,  www.degray.com. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

Field Trip Draws Large 
Crowd Despite Forecast 

 

Karen Holliday 

     In spite of dire predictions of rain 
for the day, 42 birders gathered  on 
August 24th, at Bald Knob National 
Wildlife Refuge in White County. 
Thankfully the rain held off and heavy 
cloud cover kept  temperatures very 
comfortable.  
     Our first stop was west of the grain 
bins. The flooded field produced two 
of the best birds of the trip, Lesser 
Black-backed Gull and  Common Tern. 
In a nearby mud-flat and short grass 
were over 400 Canada Geese, Blue-
winged Teal, Mallards, Great Egrets, 
Little Blue Herons, Wilson's Snipes, 
Pectoral Sandpipers, and Killdeer. 
     The next stop was just before the 
low-water bridge, where seven 
American Avocets were busy working 
the muddy water. The rest of the pond 
was full of American White Pelicans, 
Black-necked Stilts, immature and 
adult Little Blue Herons, Long-billed 
and Short-billed Dowitchers, and a 
small group of swooping Northern 
Rough-winged and Bank Swallows. A 
Caspian Tern circled, then sat on the 
mud for great looks.   
     The back side of the pond held 
more shorebirds with Semipalmated 
Plovers; a Spotted Sandpiper; Stilt, 
Western, Semipalmated, and Least 
Sandpipers; Greater and Lesser 
Yellowlegs; and a few Cliff Swallows.  
     Last birds of the trip were Green 
Heron, Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, 
and Sedge Wren. At that point, the 
looming rain clouds opened up.  Since 
it was lunch time, the group said their 
goodbyes with  close to 45 species for 
the day. 
__________________________________ 

Piping Plover 
 

 
Photo: Michael Linz 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.degray.com/
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Gillam Park and Surrounding Area  

June 1, 2019 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     Due to weather issues in May, Audubon Arkansas's 
BirdLR Birdathon was postponed to June 1st, so the 
June field trip was included as part of the day’s 
activities. We started at Gillam Park, which has great 
habitat for summering warblers and other species. We 
saw and heard 26 species, including Kentucky Warbler, 
Northern Parula, Yellow-breasted Chat, and Summer 
Tanager. Next stop was the Little Rock Audubon Center 
where we walked the nature trail. We found 31 species 
including Mississippi Kite, Chimney Swift, Painted 
Bunting, and Broad-winged and Red-shouldered Hawks.   
     Our third stop was Frazier Pike/Fourche Dam Pike.  
Our 14 species included Western Kingbirds and Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers. At the Little Rock Port Authority we 
found 28 Least Terns using a gravel parking lot as their 
nesting site. The Arkansas River was still flooding and 
the customary sandbars were under water, forcing the 
terns to find alternative places to nest. They shared the 
area with several pairs of Killdeer. Next was Harper 
Road, which we walked in search of Inca Doves, but they 
were a no-show for us. We did find 20 species with the 
best being a female Orchard Oriole and her hanging 
nest, Warbling Vireos, Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and a 
Great Crested Flycatcher.  
     Our last stop was the entrance into the David D. Terry 
Lock and Dam Park. Because of flooding, we weren’t 
able to get very far into the park. However, we found 
over 30 species. The best were Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck, Hooded Merganser, Baltimore Oriole, Belted 
Kingfisher, and nesting Red-headed Woodpeckers. We 
ended the trip watching over 100 Mississippi Kites 
kettling close overhead, diving and swooping to catch 
the massive amount of dragonflies swarming the area, 
quite a spectacular sight! 
 

 
Field trip participants with the flooded Arkansas River  

behind them. | Photo: Cheryl Johnson    

Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D’Arc WMA  

July 6, 2019 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     Fourteen birders braved hot, steamy July 
temperatures to spend the day at Bois d'Arc WMA in 
south Arkansas.   
     A quick stop at the McDonald's in Hope netted the 
expected flock of Great-tailed Grackles. The juveniles 
are quite adept at dodging cars and people to gobble up 
their daily ration of junk food.  
     Arriving at the WMA, the lake was teaming with 
activity. Purple and Common Gallinules along with their 
chicks dodged, swam, and scampered over the water 
lotus pads. Great, Snowy, and Cattle Egrets, plus Little 
Blue and Green Herons were flying and squawking 
everywhere. We spotted several White Ibis, but only 
saw a couple of Anhingas. Tree and Northern Rough-
winged were the most prevalent swallows. One adult 
Bald Eagle did a slow fly-over then perched on one of 
the snags in the lake. At the two Cattle Egret rookeries, 
we found adult and juvenile Black-crowned Night-
Herons. 
     The best woodland birds were two Swainson's 
Warblers, which had been located earlier in the week. A 
life bird for several!  On the back side of the lake a 
Prothonotary Warbler family of five put on quite a 
show.  At another spot, two male Painted Buntings 
fought with each other in the undergrowth while a 
female watched from above. 
     A total of three alligators of varying sizes were 
spotted floating motionless in inlets in different 
locations as we circled the lake trying to find a Least 
Bittern.  All the usual locations were a bust. We finally 
located one on the far back side of the lake.   
     Approximately 50 species was our trip total.  A very 
successful excursion to the southern region of our state 
to visit its diverse habitats, and flora and fauna. 
 

 
Common Gallinule chicks | Photo: Bob Harden 

 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird | Photo: Gail Miller 

 
 

         
                
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  ____________________________________________ 
 

Address  __________________________________________ 
 

City  __________________________  State  ____  Zip  _____ 
 

E-mail address  _____________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       
  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       
  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 
  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 
  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 
  __Supporting         $35 
  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 
    for the following calendar year. 
All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 
    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 
and improvement, as well as to promote 
fellowship among members, educate and 
inspire the public, and champion the highest 
standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 
_____________________________________ 

 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 
Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological Survey 
website at: www.reportband.gov/.  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird 
Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 
https://www.agfc.com/en/wildlife-
management/wildlife-rehabilitation/ 
____________________________________ 

 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 
Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 
*Mention you are an ASCA member and 
receive 10% off your next purchase.  
 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 
Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 
Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 
you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 
Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 
Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 
and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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http://www.asca.org/
https://pbase.com/gnmimiller/hummingbirds_2009
http://www.reportband.gov/

