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BirdLR - Birdathon 
 
 

Dan Scheiman 
Bird Conservation Director, Audubon Arkansas 
 

     This is the Year of the Bird, a recognition of the 
centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. In 
celebration of that and World Migratory Bird Day, 
Audubon Arkansas is calling all birders to 
participate in a Birdathon on May 12. This 
Birdathon is part of a larger bird-appreciation day 
in Central Arkansas we’re 
calling BirdLR, our take on 
Audubon California’s Bird LA 
Day in Los Angeles.  
     Birdathons all over the 
country engage thousands of 
birders in raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for bird 
conservation. BirdLR’s 
Birdathon is a competitive 
search for birds plus a fun way 
to raise money for Audubon 
Arkansas's bird conservation 
and environmental education 
work. Teams of 2-5 will set 
species and fundraising goals, 
then collect donations or pledges per species seen. 
Teams will compete for prizes for the most species 
seen and money raised. The Birdathon boundary is 
Pulaski County on May 12 from 12 AM to 5 PM. You 
don’t have to live in the county to form, join, or 
sponsor a team. All teams will convene at a Bird 
Bash tally rally at 5:00 for food, fellowship, and 
awards. You even get a BirdLR t-shirt! 
     Registration forms are on our website 
http://ar.audubon.org/conservation/birdathon. 

The deadline is March 15. The sooner you register 
your team the sooner Audubon Arkansas will 
create your team’s profile page to make 
fundraising easier, e.g. friends and family 
anywhere in the world can donate online.  
     If you aren’t up for a fast-paced race to find birds 

but still want your birding to 
count for the cause, ASCA will be 
sponsoring its own monthly bird 
walk that day with a pledge per 
species seen by participants 
under Karen Holliday’s 
leadership (see page 6). 
     While birders are doing their 
thing, non-birders will also be 
able to join in the fun through a 
Bird Search Scavenger Hunt. 
Teams will compete to find birdy 
things around downtown Little 
Rock and North Little Rock using 
a list of clues created by 
Audubon Arkansas. The 

$25/person registration fee also supports our 
work. Bird Search team registration is due May 9. 
       Want to support BirdLR but aren't able to join a 
Birdathon or Bird Search team? Then Bird Your 
Way by helping a Birdathon team reach their 
fundraising goal, donating directly to Audubon 
Arkansas, or sharing your May 12 sightings with us 
through Facebook using #BirdLR.  
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     The other day I saw a meme on 
Facebook. Memes come and they go. A few 
stay with you. I think about this one every 
time I am out in the yard. It features a 
quote by Dr. Doug Tallamy, author of 
Bringing Nature Home: "Chances are, you 
never thought of your garden—indeed all 
of your property—as a wildlife preserve 
that represents the last chance we have for 
sustaining plants and animals that were 
once common throughout the U.S. But that 
is exactly the role our suburban landscapes 
are playing." 
     I never looked at my yard that way 
before but I like the idea of a yard as a 
micro-preserve or a tiny ark. It pleases me 
greatly to hear the White-throated 
Sparrows and the Northern Cardinals 
chipping in the holly bush next door as I 
scatter black oil sunflower seeds on the 
ground for them. Sometimes the sparrows 
line up on the fence and watch me do this, 
too wary to drop for a seed while I'm facing 
them but as soon as I turn away, the 
boldest among them do just that. It pleases 
me to know these birds will be well fed as 
they begin their journey back to the boreal 
forests of Canada. It's what I can do for 
them.  
     The seasons turn and spring approaches. 
The signs are all about us from crocuses 

blooming in the blanket of last fall's leaves, 
in the fresh new shoots of catnip, mint and 
blue-eyed grasses, the swelling of the 
terminal buds of post and red oaks, and the 
volume and length of birds songs. Even 
weeds are showing renewed vigor in the 
milder weather. Some of my native plants 
still sleep because it is not yet their time. 
How can it be truly spring when the trout 
lilies have not made their appearance? 
     Last year I planted a few native shrubs, 
flowers, and an understory tree. I'm 
waiting to see how they do this year and 
what insects and birds they serve. I'm 
waiting to see which perennials renew 
themselves and which ones I will have to 
replace. I'm waiting to see which native 
bees and insects come forth and make a 
living in this yard, this micro-Bald Knob in 
the making. The thought pleases me 
greatly.   
     This would be a great year to plant a 
new native shrub or perennial in your yard 
and start or extend your own micro-
preserve. 
     Visit the Arkansas Audubon Society's 
Bird Friendly Yard Program webpage:   
http://www.arbirds.org/intro.htm 
 

 

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Art for the Birds Exhibit 
 

George Hoelzeman 
 

     The Artists in Our Midst group will be 
hosting the fourth annual Art for the Birds 
exhibit at Big Cuppa Coffee in Morrilton, 
Arkansas from  March 15 through  May 1, 
2018.  
     This year’s theme will be Rare, 
Endangered, Extinct. The exhibit is seeking 
artwork in any media featuring birds which 
are rare to Arkansas, endangered in any 
habitat or which are now extinct. The 
exhibit is open to all Arkansas artists. 
     Awards and reception date will be 
announced on the Artists in Our Midst 
Facebook page. 
     To submit work for the exhibit or for 
more information contact curator George R. 

Hoelzeman by text 501-416-0514, or e-mail 
ghoelzeman@gmail.com. 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

     ASCA would like to welcome the 
following new members:  
 

 Rodney Ford 
       Lewis and Susan Leslie 

 

_____________________________________ 
 

Don't forget to Renew your 
ASCA Membership 

  
ASCA membership renewals were due 

January 1. They can be paid on-line via 

PayPal through the Membership page of 

www.ascabird.org. 
 

President’s Column 
 

ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Board Members 
 

Robert Bays 
baysrr@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Shepherd 
501-375-3918 
stoneax63@hotmail.com 
 

John Webb 
501-707-7742 
emmgee@att.net 
 

Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Doris Boyles 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Rare Bird Alert 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
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Searching for Life Birds in Columbia 
 

Karen Holliday 
 

     In January, I joined Shane Woolbright and Arthur 
Evans for a birding and orchid excursion in Colombia. 
The first week was spent in the area around Cali birding 
the San Antonio Cloud Forest, KM 18, and the Anchicaya 
Watershed. This area in the Colombian Andes is 
considered a top birding destination with over 300+ 
species; and for the orchids in the region. The first 2 ½ 
days were spent at a farm high in the cloud forest. The 
owner has spent years restoring the mountainside to its 
original vegetation. Rare and newly documented 
orchids are being found there. Cloud forest species seen 
included Black and Green Fruiteaters, Blue-winged 
Mountain-Tanagers, Lyre-tailed Nightjars and Club-
winged Manakins. A displaying and vocalizing Ornate 
Hawk Eagle was seen. Everywhere had wintering 
Blackburnian Warblers!  
     Feeders at Finca Alejandria on KM 18 attract over 15 
species of hummingbirds. Forty-two nectar feeders and 
fruit feeders are maintained daily, attracting incredible 
numbers of hummers. Cutest was the Booted Raquettail. 
Most spectacular was the Long-tailed Sylph. Also seen 
were Multicolored and Golden Tanagers, and Toucan 
Barbets, colorful fruit eaters.  
     In the watershed, a main target was the Andean 
Cock-of-the-rock. An active lek is protected by a local 
landowner. We hiked to a small clearing and quietly 
perched on the steep slope waiting for the birds. Five 
large males flew in and began jumping up and down on 
branches, fighting with each other, and uttering loud, 
guttural croaks, trying to impress the females. No ladies 
appeared but we were impressed by this spectacular 
and bizarre looking bird. 
 

 
Andean Cock-of-the-rock | Photo: Karen Holliday 

     Our second week was spent at Mitu, a small town on 
the Rio Vaupes, a tributary of the Amazon River, near 
the Brazilian border in far eastern Colombia. Mitu is one 
of the most remote birding destinations in Colombia, 
accessible only by plane or boat. The area has several 
indigenous villages with very friendly inhabitants who 
survive on subsistence farming by growing yuca, 
plantains, corn, and coca plants in small clearings in the 
forest.   

 

 Family from one of the villages. | Photo: Karen Holliday 
 

     It is a hotspot for specific birds because of the white-
sand forests (a rare type of subtropical rainforest), plus 
Varzea flooded and terra firme forests. Many rarities 
are white sand specialists. Each day a different trail took 
us through various habitats. Numerous endemic and 
near-endemic birds were seen with the help of our 
guides. A key target was the Guianan Cock-of-the-rock. 
We arrived at their lek and soon four males appeared 
and displayed. The “rock” part of their name comes 
from their preference for rocks and ledges to attach 
their mud cup nests to. Our local guide showed us a nest 
in a rock cave filled with bats circling and jaguar prints 
in the sandy floor.  
     Best rarities seen were Amazonian Umbrellabirds, 
Ivory-billed Aracari, Red-fan Parrots, Pavonine Quetzal, 
Chestnut-crested and White-plumed Antbirds, Azur-
naped Jay, Tawny-tufted Toucanet, Spangled Cotingas, 
and Screaming Pihas. Almost every bird seen was a life 
bird.  The trip count stands at well over 200 and I’m still 
totaling! 
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Birding in South Texas 

 
Keith Hawkins 
 

      Rayma Jean, myself, and the birding dog DD spent 
the month of December 2017 in south Texas. The base 
of adventure was Laguna Vista a small town just west of 
Port Isabel. It was a great break from Arkansas's 
December cold and damp. However, the deep cold 
fronts reached South Texas and one day it snowed, the 
first recorded for over 13 years. The wind seemed to 
blow more and stronger than in previous experiences. 
     Birding was fun! We hit all the usual spots including 
Laguna Atascosa NWR, Santa Anna NWR, South Padre 
Island Birding and Nature Center, and others.  
     I got caught up in one fruitless rare bird chase, an 
orange something Mango spotted at Quinta Mazatlan. 
Rayma Jean strongly encouraged me to go for the bird. 
After the second day and approximately four hours 
later, it dawned on me: ‘Hawkins you are a bird 
watcher, not a birder so get out of here and stop 
wasting time!’ The process was interesting and I met 
people from as far away as Michigan and Alaska who 
had made the trip specifically to see the bird. One gal 
was up to something like 831 birds she had seen in the 
North American Region. I love bird watching but this is 
way out of my league of interest.  

      The food was awesome as usual. Willy’s Original BBQ 
just outside Alamo on the way to Santa Anna is our 
favorite! I did get to add two new birds to my life list. A 
pair of Tamaulipas Crows which showed up this year at 
the Brownsville Landfill after many years absent, and a 
Zone-tailed Hawk. The hawk was thanks to Mr. Bill 
Beatty, a local birder. Were it not for Bill I would have 
ignored the bird as just another Turkey Vulture. 
 

 
Zone-tailed Hawk | Photo: Keith Hawkins      

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family and Friends Visit Africa 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     From October 26 - November 14, 2017, Allan and 
Kathleen Mueller, my husband Ray and I, and Ray’s twin 
sister Kay Holliday participated in a two-week Road 
Scholar Southern Africa Birding Safari to 
the countries of Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, Namibia, and a day trip to 
Chobe National Park in Botswana. The 
trip included visits to both the Zambia 
and Zimbabwe sides of Victoria Falls. 
Namibia was a brief two-hour side-trip 
Allan, Karen, and Kay took to add 
another country stamp to their 
passports.  Well worth the extra effort as 
they saw their only Long-crested Eagle 
there. 
     Allan, Kathleen, and I also spent a 
week before the Road Scholar trip at a 
charming game lodge adjacent to the 
Greater Kruger National Park in South 
Africa. Our ranger and tracker were 

extremely skilled and made sure we saw numerous 
birds, the “Big Five” safari animals, and many more. 
Highlights included white and black rhinoceroses, 

cheetahs, leopards, lions, painted dogs, 
hyenas, giraffes, and hundreds of elephants, 
hippopotamuses, and cape buffalos.  All with 
babies because it was springtime.  
      Outstanding birds included Verreaux’s 
Eagle-Owl, one of the largest owls in the 
world, Southern Ground Hornbills, the 
largest species of hornbills, African Finfoot, 
Fan-tailed Widowbirds, Grey Crowned-
Cranes, Taita Falcon, plus Spur-winged 
Geese, the largest waterfowl in Africa.  
     Ruffs and Egyptian Geese were 
everywhere. Estimated number of bird 
species were: Botswana-86, Namibia-14, 
South Africa-162, Zambia-103, and 
Zimbabwe-200, with a trip total of 290 
species.  Almost all were life birds.

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grey Crowned-Crane 
Photo: Karen Holliday 
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     ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John 
Gould Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan 
Street, on the corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off  North University 
Ave. The programs are free and open to the public. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

March 8, 2018 – Arkansas Bats 

Blake Sasse, Nongame Mammal Program Leader, AGFC 

  
     White-nose Syndrome, a fatal fungal disease that is causing massive 
bat mortality across the eastern US, has been confirmed in Arkansas. 
Blake Sasse will discuss the ecology and management of bats in the 
state and the impact that White-nose Syndrome has had on bat 
populations.   
      Blake has been the Nongame Mammal Program Leader for the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission since the position’s inception in 
2000. He received his B.S. in Wildlife Management from the University 
of Missouri in 1991 and his M.S. in Wildlife Management from the 
University of New Hampshire in 1995. He worked for the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission as a wildlife area manager from 
1996-1999. Blake focuses his work on the management of endangered 
bats, but also works with other nongame mammals and furbearing 
mammals. 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

April 12, 2018 – Ornithology Through Philately 

Dan Scheiman, Bird Conservation Director, Audubon 
Arkansas 

  
     In another installment of Dr. Scheiman’s occasional, educational, 
ornithological, seminar series he will talk about what postage stamps 
featuring birds can teach us about ornithology. The over 30,000 stamps 
that illustrate over 3,500 species also display their breeding habits and 
habitats, threats and conservation, and the ornithologists who studied 
them. There’s more to be gained from collecting stamps than face 
value. 
      Dr. Dan Scheiman is VP of ASCA. His day job is Bird Conservation 
Director for Audubon Arkansas, a state office of the National Audubon 
Society.  He and his staff monitor birds and other wildlife, restore 
wildlife habitat, and help Arkansans improve their local environments. 
Dan has a B.S. from Cornell University, M.S. from Eastern Illinois 
University, and Ph.D. from Purdue University. He has been birding for 
over 25 years. Bird stamp collecting is another long-time hobby.  
____________________________________________________________ 

     

 May 10, 2018 – No Meeting 

  
     Please note: ASCA does not hold a meeting in May. 
 Go out and enjoy migration! Participate in BirdLR (see page 1). 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Christmas Bird Count Results 
 
Dan Scheiman, Compiler 
 

     The Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird 
Counts were held on December 16 and 17, 2017 
respectively. 
     For the Little Rock CBC, 27 field birders and 8 
feederwatchers tallied 2,012,888 birds of 99 
species over a collective 71 hours and 259 miles 
on a decent winter day. The huge number of 
individuals is due to the continuous stream of a 
guesstimated 2 million Common Grackles I 
watched fly into Fourche Bottoms over 
Interstate Park around sunset. Collectively we 
tallied new high counts for Black Vulture (by 
16), Sharp-shinned Hawk (by 2), Mourning Dove 
(by 41), Merlin (by 1), and Winter Wren (by 1). 
Unusual birds were Greater White-fronted Goose 
(2nd record), American Wigeon (7th), Horned 
Grebe (4th), Osprey (5th), Merlin (2nd), Blue-
headed Vireo (4th), and Bewick’s Wren (36th, 
but of course a species that has become quite 
rare).  
     For the Lonoke CBC, 26 birders tallied 
162,951 birds of a respectable 106 species over 
a collective 53 hours and 266 miles. It was cold 
but held steady in the 40s all day, and I’m 
thankful the rain fell overnight instead of on top 
of us. We tallied a new high count for Greater 
White-fronted Goose (by 6,564!), Merlin (by 1) 
and Black-crowned Night-Heron (by 9, a 4th CBC 
record!). The last is a new winter high count for 
Arkansas. The Nichols saw five adults and five 
immatures roosting in cypress trees over a small 
pond on Anderson Road just north of Bob Long 
Road. Also unusual were Cackling Goose (9th 
record) and Virginia Rail (8th).  
___________________________________________________ 
 

Blue-headed Vireo 
 

 
Photo: Bob Harden 
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     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and carpooling is available for trips 
outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced 
birders, or perhaps a chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen 
Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

March 24, 2018 
Delta Rivers Nature Center, Lake Saracen, Wilbur West Road, Pine Bluff 

 

     Meet at 7:00 AM at the Dixon Road commuter lot, Exit 3 off I-530 South.  We’ll arrive at the Delta Rivers Nature Center 
around 8:00 AM for those who want to meet us there. The area has diverse habitats which include cypress and tupelo 
swamps, open water, and wetlands. Early migrants, wrens, egrets, and herons will be our main targets. Walking is 
moderate on paved trails. Bring water and snacks, the trip can last into the afternoon. Participants are welcome to leave 
at any time. 
     Directions—From Little Rock, take I-530 south to Pine Bluff going 35 miles until I-530 becomes Hwy. 65B (Exit 35). 
Go 6 miles, continuing past Lake Saracen (Lake Pine Bluff). Turn left onto Regional Park Drive.  (Convention Center Dr.). 
Continue on Regional Park Drive approximately 1.2 miles. Turn right onto Black Dog Road. Follow signs to the Nature 
Center. Website is www.deltarivers.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

April 21, 2018 
Craighead Forest Park and Crowley’s Ridge Nature Center, Jonesboro 

 

     Meet at 6:00 AM in North Little Rock on the east side of the Other Center parking lot behind McDonald’s.  The Other 
Center is located across from McCain Mall, on McCain Blvd. Take Exit 1 West, off Hwy. 67/167. We’ll arrive at Craighead 
Forest Park around 8:15 AM for those who want to meet us there. Experience the 200-mile Crowley’s Ridge, a unique 
piece of North American topography. The combination of wooded areas, a lake, and open fields provides a variety of 
habitats which attract an eclectic mix of birds such as migrating warblers, tanagers, grosbeaks, vireos, and flycatchers. 
We’ll also walk the Nature Center’s trail and check their colorful blooming gardens, which attract numerous butterflies 
and other insects.  
     Moderate walking will be on dirt and paved trails. Bathrooms are available in the park at Centennial Rotary Park at 
the end of Access Rd. #5 and also at the Nature Center. This will be an all-day trip. Bring water, snacks and lunch.  
     Directions—from North Little Rock take US 67/167 north 100 miles to Exit 102, then go east on Hwy. 226 for 30 
miles, then 4 miles east on I-49.  Exit right at Christian Valley Rd.  Go 2 miles to Culberhouse St. and turn left.  Go 1 mile 
and turn right onto Forest Park Dr.  GPS coordinates for the Park are 35.774865, -90.702296.  It is a two-hour drive from 
North Little Rock. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

May 12, 2018 

Gillam Park and the Little Rock Audubon Center, Little Rock 
 

     May 12th is World Migratory Bird Day. Celebrate the spring migration of birds moving from their wintering sites to 
their summer nesting grounds by joining our field trip. It will be a great day to be outside in nature!  This bird walk 
doubles as a BirdLR Birdathon team, a new concept in fundraising on behalf of Audubon Arkansas (read more on page 
1). ASCA has made a pledge based on the number of species seen. Anyone can donate to ASCA’s team by going to 
ar.audubon.org/. 
     Meet at 7:00 AM in Gillam Park at the last parking lot past the swimming pool. Gillam has great habitat for spring 
warblers and other migrants. There will be moderate walking on fairly level, but possibly muddy trails. When finished at 
Gillam, we’ll drive to the LRAC and walk the wildlife observation trail. Last, we’ll head to Industrial Harbor Road and 
Terry Lock and Dam to look for Western Kingbirds and Painted Buntings. Bring water and snacks, the trip can last into 
the early afternoon. Wear sturdy walking shoes or hiking boots.   
     Directions—Gillam Park is in southeast Little Rock near the airport. Address is 5300 Gillam Park Road, Little Rock.  
Take I-30 West heading south from Little Rock. Then exit onto I-440 going towards the airport.  Take Exit 1-Springer 
Road. At the bottom of the exit ramp, turn left onto Springer Road. Go approximately 1 mile to just past the LRAC. Turn 
right onto Gillam Park Road.  Follow it into the park to the last parking lot past the swimming pool. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.deltarivers.com/


 7 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Lake Dardanelle and Holla Bend NWR 

January 27, 2018 

 
     The 41 birders on this field trip did not let rain in the 
morning dampen our birding spirits. We did decide the 
fog on Lake Dardanelle was too dense for birding so we 
headed to Holla Bend NWR. We picked out a Ross’s 
Goose among the flocks of Snow Geese overhead. 
Northern Harriers provided many opportunities for 
study including one perched on a shrub clump long 
enough for scope views. A perched Cooper’s Hawk also 
allowed scoping its distinctive shape and capped 
appearance. A “golf ball” in the scope was the head of a 
Bald Eagle sitting on its nest. We didn’t flush any Short-
eared Owls from the prairie by the observation tower, 
but the field was aflutter with lovely LeConte’s 
Sparrows, many allowing long looks. On Country Loop 
Road much of the brush has been cut from between the 
cedars where we normally find a Harris’s Sparrow 
among the White-crowned Sparrows. We didn’t see the 
former and found only one small flock of the latter. By 
mid-afternoon the fog was long gone from Lake 
Dardanelle but so were the birds.  There wasn’t much 
notable activity at either Delaware Recreation Area or 
the dam besides the usual gang of gulls and pelicans on 
a sandbar with a single Northern Shoveler resting 
among them. We saw 64 species for the day. 
    The highlight for me was having 13-year old 
beginning birder Jake Chandler and his supportive 
mother Amy ride with me. Amy contacted me a few 
days before the trip asking about opportunities for her 
budding birder son. I told her about ASCA so they 
showed up. They saw many lifers and asked lots of great 
questions about birding and being an ornithologist.  

--Dan Scheiman 
 

 
ASCA field trip to Holla Bend NWR | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 
 
 

Two Rivers Park Bridge and Two Rivers Park 
February 17, 2018 

 
     Saturday morning 15 very hardy birders showed up 
in spite of the 100% chance of rain and chilly 
temperatures predicted. We met at the east end of Two 
Rivers Park at the bridge. It started raining even before 
we got out of the parking lot so we took shelter under 
the bridge for almost 45 minutes. 
     There was a lot of bird action, especially on the river. 
Flocks of Ring-billed and Bonaparte's Gulls, Double-
crested Cormorants, and a large raft of American Coots 
were working the water. Two RBGU's harassed a coot 
trying to steal its food and they won. A very wet adult 
Bald Eagle was spotted in the top of a bare tree, fluffed 
out with wings raised like an Anhinga trying to dry out. 
With the humidity at 90% it wasn't having much luck. 
      The rain started to slack off a little so we crossed the 
bridge over to the peninsula and headed down the dirt 
side trail, jumping puddles of water and mud as we 
walked.  Along the way there were groups of 5-8 Ruby-
crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets foraging from 
up in the trees to down on the ground. It's not often you 
see kinglets on the ground. Two Hermit Thrushes and 
lots of White-throated Sparrows joined them. We found 
American White Pelicans, Gadwalls, Buffleheads, and 
more cormorants in the inlet. 
     Because the vegetation was so wet and we were 
soggy and cold we decided not to walk the fields at the 
west end of the park and instead headed to Lake 
Maumelle. There was virtually no wind so the lake was 
like glass, perfect for looking for loons. We had Common 
Loons at every stop, with some transitioning into 
breeding plumage. At Hundley Causeway we hit the 
jackpot with two Red-throated Loons. They rested 
together on the lake's surface, giving us great looks. Life 
bird for several! A group of Ring-necked Ducks were 
spotted in the inlet across the highway from Hundley. 
     Last stop was Vista Point overlooking the lake. More 
Common Loons were seen up close along with several 
Horned and Pied-billed Grebes. At 2:00 p.m. we called it 
a day and headed home to dry clothes and warm 
houses. We saw close to 50 species, not bad considering 
the weather. The credo is true...bad weather means 
good birds. The group declared it a fun day! I awarded 
them the Tough Ducklings gold medal for their Olympic 
perseverance!--Karen Holliday 

 

 

 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your next purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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