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Bird Friendly Yard Program 
 

Cindy Franklin 
 

     In 2015 the Arkansas Audubon Society (AAS) adopted a 

Bird Friendly Yards (BFY) initiative as a guide for 

interested Arkansans to provide a safe and healthier 

environment for resident and migratory birds living in or 

passing through their yards. To recognize the effort 

required to convert a yard and to promote this initiative, 

AAS awards garden flags to individuals or families who 

have certified their yard or who have registered and are 

currently working toward certification. Two years later 

AAS Bird Friendly Yards flags are or shortly will be 

hanging in 19 yards across 10 Arkansas counties.   

 

 
ASCA Board member Jane Gulley proudly displays her  

Gold Certified Bird Friendly flag. | Photo: Cindy Franklin 
 

     To help other people who are thinking about 

participating in this initiative, several flag recipients were 

asked what advice they had for people beginning this 

process. Their advice follows. 

     Educate yourself about the Bird Friendly Yard initiative. 

Read the certification packet. Consult the resources listed 

in the packet. Visit the three public wildflower gardens in 

Pulaski County for inspiration. Teams of Pulaski County 

Master Gardeners maintain the gardens at the Witt Stephens 

Jr. Central Arkansas Nature Center in downtown Little 

Rock and the Pinnacle Mountain State Park Visitors Center. 

The other garden, located at Audubon Arkansas on Springer 

Road in southeast Little Rock, is a collaborative effort by 

several different volunteer organizations. Please feel free to 

contact bfaudubon@gmail.com with any questions you 

may have. 

     Have a plan in mind before you start. When you do 

begin, choose the easiest place in your yard to work on 

first. Whether it's removing invasive species, replacing 

non-native plants, or building a new flower bed from 

scratch, give yourself time to complete the initial project. 

Move on to the next small project and the one after that. As 

you complete each project, see what works and what 

doesn't. Adjust your plans accordingly.  

 

 
ASCA Vice President Dan Scheiman displays his Gold 

Certified yard flag. | Photo: Samantha Scheiman 
 

     Native plant gardens require ongoing care although the 

care may be somewhat different than a more traditional 

garden. Weeds don't magically disappear. Beds have to be 

mulched  and  watering is  necessary  during  the  inevitable
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     Two years ago Arkansas Audubon Society 

adopted a conservation initiative to promote 

environmental stewardship by individual 

homeowners. The initiative recognizes the 

growing importance of safe and healthy 

backyard habitats to sustain populations of 

native plants and animals at risk from 

continued conversion of undeveloped land to 

human use. One backyard by itself cannot 

sustain a species for long but a network of 

backyards committed to providing shelter and 

nourishment may offer many species a life 

line into the future.  

     To date, 19 yards across the state have 

attained either green or gold status. An 

additional yard is a registered participant and 

the homeowners are working toward 

certification. Four other homeowners have 

expressed interest in getting their yards 

certified.  Property size ranges from city lots 

to 80 acres. A third of the properties are 5 to 8 

acres in size. These early and diverse 

adopters, spread across ten counties, are 

already demonstrating there are viable 

alternatives to traditional yard management.   

     What can one yard do? A variety of native 

plants, shrubs, and trees provide shelter and 

food to resident bird species and a steady 

supply of caterpillars to feed their young. 

Resources in the yard can provide a meal or a 

safe resting spot for migrating birds such as 

the American Woodcock that stopped for a 

few hours last November. Your pesticide free 

plants also provide the same services to a 

wide variety of insects, arthropods, 

amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals.  

     Mine is one of the certified yards. When I 

am out working in the yard, I am constantly 

surprised by the number of people who walk 

by or stop in their cars to compliment the 

plants in the yard. Many of them say they 

make a point to come by every so often to see 

what's blooming. Some stop to make sure I 

still have milkweed for the Monarchs. Lately 

I've been labeling plants so people can see 

what I'm growing and ask questions about the 

plants. I consider each encounter a teachable 

moment about plants and their purpose in the 

environment. I look forward to explaining the 

significance of the Bird Friendly Yard flag. 

Now and then someone will take a plant home 

with them. It's all about baby steps. 

     More information is available at: 

http://www.arbirds.org/Yard/yard_bird_progr

am.htm   

http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds.htm. 

 

Cindy Franklin 

ASCA President  
 

 
 

     Cindy Franklin displays the 

Gold Certified Bird Friendly sign 

she received during the Arkansas 

Audubon Society's Spring 

Conference held May 12-13, at 

Mount Magazine State Park.  

     Located near the Arkansas 

River in Little Rock, Cindy's 

yard attracts a variety of 

butterfly and bird species, which 

includes numerous Ruby-

throated Hummingbirds.  

Photo: Bill Burnham 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

ASCA would like to welcome the following new members:  Ramon Escamilla, Melody Mathis, and 

George and Barbara Wise 
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Life Birds Abound in Costa Rica 

 
Lance Runion 
 

     I traveled to Costa Rica for a one-week birding tour 

from March 13-20, sponsored by Swarovski Optik. Day 

one of the trip began just north of the capital of San Jose in 

Heredia at the Hotel Bougainvillea with a relaxed ramble of 

the gardens where quite a few birds were seen despite being 

early afternoon. This included nice looks at a Montezuma 

Oropendola, Ferruginous Pygmy-owl, Melodious Blackbird 

and Lesson's Motmot. 

     The following day we headed farther north into Heredia 

Province with stops at La Paz Waterfall Gardens and 

Cinchona overlook. La Paz is great for up-close views of 

numerous hummingbird species including the Violet 

Sabrewing, Green-crowned Brilliant, Rufous-tailed and 

Black-bellied Hummingbirds. Other non-hummingbird 

standouts at La Paz included the stunning Bay-headed 

Tanager, Barred Becard, Red-faced Spinetail, and Sooty-

faced Finch. Before heading south, we stopped at Cinchona 

for coffee and/or agua dulce (muy delicioso) and more 

great birds coming into the feeding station to enjoy bananas 

including great looks at Emerald Toucanet, Prong-billed 

Barbet, Silver-throated Tanager, Passerini's Tanager and 

Golden-browed Cholorophonia. 
 

 
Red-legged Honeycreeper | Photo: Lance Runion 

 

     The next few days were spent in the Pacific lowlands of 

southwestern Costa Rica near the town of Tarcoles with the 

Hotel Villa Lapas as our base. The weather was quite hot 

and humid as one would expect but we never had a rainy 

day and the bird diversity was impressive. We had really 

nice views of large, colorful birds right on the hotel 

grounds including the crowd favorite Scarlet Macaws. 

Other standouts in the area included Fiery-billed Aracari, 

Spectacled Owl and Yellow-throated Toucan.  

     The boat tour down the Tarcoles River was another 

highlight. We saw a great diversity of shore and wading 

birds but the picks of the group seemed to be the 

accommodating and flashy American Pygmy-kingfisher 

and the Boat-billed Herons, oh and the crocodiles! 
 

 
Crocodile | Photo: Lance Runion 

 

     Before heading back to the capital, we spent a day and a 

half in the Savegre Valley along the Talamanca Cordillera 

to get a few more of the highland species, based at Savegre 

Mountain Lodge. The cool dry weather was a great change 

of pace from the lowlands as was the new diversity of 

birds. 

 

 
Collared Redstart | Photo: Lance Runion 

 

     There were too many great birds to list but favorites 

included the Volcano Junco, Timberline Wren, and Fiery-

throated Hummingbird. However, the clear standout and 

possibly the bird of the trip was the gaudy, showoff male 

Resplendent Quetzal, that most of us agreed was the topper 

of the trip. After 6 days in Costa Rica, the total number of 

species for the group was 291 although I only claimed 250 

species since I didn't count heard-only birds. This left me 

with a total of 186 lifers!
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Bird Skins Donated for Distribution 

 
Dan Scheiman 

Bird Conservation Director Audubon Arkansas 
 

     I recently accepted a donated bird specimen collection 

from Dean Newton with the promise to find them all good 

homes in teaching and research collections. Dean’s late 

father, Earl T. Newton, Jr., was a birder and ASCA 

member. In his 20s he collected stuffed bird skins, buying 

and likely trading birds that were collected before the 

International Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (the year 

Earl was born). Earl had previously donated birds to ASCA 

and Pinnacle Mountain State Park.  

     When Dean showed up at Audubon Arkansas 

unannounced I was awed by what he showed me – boxes of 

100+ year-old birds from around the United States and the 

world! He gave me 25 boxes containing 200 skins, which I 

catalogued with help from Nancy Deckard and Jeremy 

Chamberlain so my fellow ornithologists could decide what 

they wanted.      

     They’ll be protected for posterity in collections at the 

University of Central Arkansas in Conway; Arkansas State 

University, Jonesboro; Witt Stephens Jr. Central Arkansas 

Nature Center, Little Rock; Pinnacle Mountain State Park, 

Roland; and elsewhere.  

  

 
Willow Ptarmigan, one of the many birds donated from  

Earl T. Newton, Jr.'s collection | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

 

     The wide diversity of breath-taking birds makes it hard 

to pick highlights, but they include: Capercaillie, Pheasant 

Coucal, Glossy Ibis, Arctic Loon, Himalayan Monal, 

Golden Pheasant, Willow Ptarmigan, Smew, Himalayan 

Snowcock, Cinnamon Teal, and Red-billed Tropicbird. Mr. 

Newton had a good eye for birds.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Global Big Day Results 
 
Dottie Boyles 
 

     The first Global Big Day was held May 9, 2015. The 

event sponsored by eBird and Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

was created as a way to engage a worldwide network of 

birders to go out and count birds in support of global bird 

conservation. 

     The third and now annual event, was held Saturday, 

May 13, 2017. Birders from around the world took to fields 

and forests recording a record 6,624 species in a single day. 

Globally 19,714 participants submitted 52,935 checklists to 

eBird.org.  

     In the United States, which included the District of 

Columbia, Texas once again took the number one spot 

reporting the most species (384) followed by California 

(343).  

     Arkansas, for the second year in a row, dropped among 

the states to 47 with 171 species recorded, compared to 45 

in 2016 (175 species), and 40 in 2015 (182 species). The 

number of checklists submitted this year was 166, 

compared to 222 in 2016, and 116 in 2015.   

     Out of Arkansas's 75 counties, 35 reported activity, a 

decrease of 1 over 2016 (36), and an increase of 11 

compared to 2015 (23). Nine counties reporting for the first 

time included Crittenden, 46 species; Drew, 40; Izard, 33; 

Pike,22; Searcy, 16; Hot Spring, 12; Greene, 7; Clay, 2; 

and Desha, 1. The top county reporting the most species 

was once again Benton, 109; followed by Crawford, 101; 

Scott, 96; Logan, 92; and Pulaski, 90.    

     The top five checklist reporting the most species were 

Sandy Berger, 101 species; Ronald Goddard, 96; Michael 

Linz, 84; Patty McLean, 83; and Karen Holliday, 80. 

     The top five eBirders with the most checklists were 

Dottie Boyles with Team Hart (Neill and Karen Hart), 14; 

Cindy Franklin, 9; Ronald Goddard, 8; Jim Dixon, 7; and 

Michael Linz, 6. 

     The top counties with the most checklists submitted 

were Benton and Logan, with 27 each. Pulaski County has 

held top honors for the past two years, but with so many of 

PC's eBirders on Mount Magazine, the county fell to third 

place with 25 checklists compared to 62 in 2016. 

    The total number of eBirders participating was 72, 

although the number of people who participated was higher 

because many checklists were group efforts.  

     The weather was perfect and it was a beautiful day to be 

out birding. Many of Arkansas's birders also chose to use 

the event to raise money for conservation organizations. 

     I join the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and eBird 

thanking everyone who helped make the 2017 Global Big 

Day a resounding success.  
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     ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould Fletcher 

Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the corner of Buchanan and 

H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs are free and open to the public.  

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

June 8, 2017 – Honduras: The Emerald of Central America 
 

Speaker: Dr. Dan “the Bird Man” Scheiman, Bird Conservation Director, Audubon 

Arkansas 
 

     Dan and Samantha spent a week birding the Caribbean slope of Honduras. From the 

lowland rainforest of Pico Bonito National Park to the mangrove forest of Cuero y 

Salado Reserve, and from the desert of the Aguan Valley to the sea of Cayos Cochinos 

Marine National Park, they followed their expert guides. Highlights include Lovely 

Cotinga, Keel-billed Motmot, Agami Heron, and Honduras’s only endemic, the 

Honduran Emerald.  

     Dr. Dan Scheiman is Bird Conservation Director for Audubon Arkansas, a state office 

of the National Audubon Society. He also serves as VP of ASCA and Chair of the 

Arkansas Audubon Society Trust. Dan has a B.S. from Cornell University, M.S. from 

Eastern Illinois University, and Ph.D. from Purdue University. He and his staff monitor 

birds and other wildlife, restore wildlife habitat, and help Arkansans improve their local 

environments. He has been birding for over 25 years. In the 12 years he has lived in 

Arkansas he has seen 360 of the 418 bird species documented in the state. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

July 13, 2017 - Shades of Gray: Water Reuse and Conservation for the Home 
 

Speaker: Erika Droke, Environmental Program Coordinator, ADEQ 
  

     Fresh water is less than 1% of the earth's total water volume, making potable water 

more rare than gold. As consumers, we can reduce the amount of potable water wasted 

by "reusing" water from daily activities, lowering our water bills while conserving 

energy and natural resources. Reused water is often called "gray water," and as you'll 

learn, there are many shades of gray! Come learn more about gray water reuse and other 

simple ways your household can conserve potable water and preserve natural fresh water 

resources. Find the right shade of gray for your home! 

     Erika Droke has worked with Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality since 

2011, and is a member of the agency's Public Education and Outreach team. Her primary 

community focus is teaching about watershed health and best practices to protect local 

water quality, but she is also involved in developing solid waste and air pollution 

education campaigns. Erika holds a degree in Environmental Science from the 

University of Central Arkansas. She is a North Little Rock native and has enjoyed 

outdoor interests since childhood; she is thrilled to now have a "grown-up" career that is 

centered on protecting Arkansas's environment. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

August 10, 2017 - Larks, Owls, and You: Sleep and its Timing 
  

Speaker: Dr. Jennifer Peszka, Associate Professor of Psychology, Hendrix College 
 

     In an engaging style that will NOT put you to sleep, Dr. Peszka will introduce you to 

the function of sleep, then discuss sleep in nonhuman animals, followed by sleep timing 

in humans and suggestions about improving sleep.  

     Dr. Jennifer Peszka is in the Psychology Department at Hendrix College where she 

teaches Behavioral Neuroscience, Learning, Sensation & Perception, Statistics, and 

Introductory Psychology. She and her students examine some of the causes and effects 

of sleep deprivations. She has a B.S. from Washington & Lee University, VA, and an 

M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Southern Mississippi. Her dissertation was on the 

effects of sleep deprivation on the wake/sleep transition. Previously she has worked in 

the chronobiology laboratory at New York Hospital/Cornell Medical Center. 
 

Upcoming Programs Bird Friendly Yard 
 

Continued from page 1 
 

dry times. Once your native plants 

settle in, many require pruning and 

the more vigorous ones will 

produce more new plants than you 

ever thought possible. It is 

important to research each new 

plant before you introduce it into 

your yard and understand that 

plant's potential for clumping or 

spreading. Not every native plant 

growing in a pasture or meadow is 

suitable for a yard.  

     Know before you grow. To learn 

more visit Audubon’s Plants for 

Birds website http://www.audubon. 

org/plantsforbirds.htm. 

     One of the biggest challenges 

any homeowner faces is finding 

suitable native plants. Nearly all 

bedding plants sold in local 

nurseries and big box stores are 

non-natives from everywhere but 

North America. Native trees are 

more widely available than small 

plants. A list of native plant sources 

is included in your BFY packet. 

Informal plant sources include 

family members, neighbors, master 

gardeners, master naturalists, and 

members of the Arkansas Native 

Plant society.   

     You will make mistakes. 

Everyone does. Sometimes plants 

die for no discernible reason. Yards 

are forever a work in progress. And 

finally, if you have some non-native 

plants that are near and dear to your 

heart, keep them. We all do. 
 

 
Butterflyweed | Photo: Dan Scheiman 
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     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all 

and carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity 

for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or 

perhaps a chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit 

www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at 

ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

June 3, 2017 

Warren Prairie Natural Area 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Dixon Road commuter lot, Exit 3 off I-530 south. We 

should get to the Warren Prairie NA parking lot on Hwy. 172 around 9:00 a.m. for 

those who would like to meet us there. Our target bird is the Red-cockaded 

Woodpecker (RCW). Warren Prairie is an Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

(ANHC) site. ANHC Chief of Research Bill Holimon, manages the RCW 

population and its habitat and will join us and explain the history of the RCW 

project, plus give an overview of the special features of this unique environment.  

    Bring scopes, boots, bug spray, water, sunscreen, and snacks/lunch. There are no 

bathroom facilities at the prairie.  

    From Warren, take U.S. Hwy. 278 east approximately 4.5 miles to the junction 

of AR 172. Turn right (south) and proceed 2.0 miles to parking lot and sign on the 

left. GPS: 33.57956, -91.98643. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

July 8, 2017 

Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D’Arc WMA 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the south end of the commuter parking lot at the I-630/I-

430 intersection at Shackleford Road in Little Rock. We’ll stop at the McDonalds 

in Hope (exit 30) around 8:45 a.m. for those who would like to join us. Look for 

Great-tailed Grackles at McDonalds. We should arrive at the WMA at 9:15 a.m. 

Our target birds will be Least Bitterns, Anhingas, and Purple and Common 

Gallinules. Very little walking will be involved. Bring scopes, plenty of water, 

snacks, and lunch. The WMA is located 10 miles south of Hope.  

     Take Exit 30 off I-30 and go east passing under the railroad overpass. At the 

light, turn right onto Hwy. 67. Go 1/3 of a mile. At the brown sign, turn left onto 

Hwy. 174 and go south 6 miles to the stop sign at Spring Hill. Turn right onto 

Hwy. 355. Go west for 4 miles. Turn right at the white wooden WMA sign just 

before the highway ends in the lake. Follow the paved road, then turn left onto the 

first gravel road and go down to the lake. GPS: 33.558062, -93.694239 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

August 26, 2017 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
 

Meet at 7:00 a.m. in North Little Rock in the Other Center parking lot, on the east 

side behind McDonald’s. Take Exit 1 west off US-67/167.  The Other Center is on 

McCain Blvd. across from McCain Mall. We’ll arrive at Bald Knob NWR around 

8:30 a.m. for those who want to meet us there. Look for the line of cars parked on 

Coal Chute Road. We expect to see shorebirds, herons, night-herons, and egrets. It 

may be hot so bring plenty of water, snacks, sunscreen, and a hat. If you have a 

scope, bring it. Very little walking will be involved. There is no bathroom on-site.     

There is a McDonald’s just off Hwy. 67/167 at Bald Knob, exit 55.  

     Go to www.fws.gov/baldknob/ for driving directions and more information 

about the refuge.  GPS:  35.260233, -91.571903. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

 

Book Highlights Arkansas's  

Highest Peak 
 
Arkansas State Parks 
 

     Working with Arcadia Publishing, 

Arkansas State Park Interpreter Don 

Simons has produced a new book about 

Mount Magazine.  

     Images of America: Mount Magazine 

compiles images from many sources to 

tell the story chronologically. He included 

a short chapter about the history of 

wildlife, including birds, on the mountain. 

     The book is available at the state park 

visitor center or can be ordered online at 

www.arcadiapublishing.com.  

     Don was on hand to sign copies during 

the Arkansas Audubon Society's Spring 

Meeting held at Mount Magazine State 

Park, May 12-13. 

     All proceeds go to the Mount  

Magazine Action Group (MtMAG) 

whose volunteers work on trails, litter 

cleanup,  gardens, and special events. 
 

_________________________________ 

 

Upland Sandpipers Spotted 

Migrating through Miller County  

 

 
Upland Sandpiper | Photo: Charles Mills 

 

     During a short run through eastern 

Miller County on April 27, Charles Mills 

spotted several hundred Black-bellied 

Whistling-Ducks, one Swainson's Hawk, 

and eight Upland Sandpipers. He also saw 

several hundred shorebirds too far away 

to identify. 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.fws.gov/baldknob/
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/
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Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
March 25, 2017 

 

     Twenty-four birders attended the field trip to Bald Knob 

NWR. Cool and very windy conditions made it a bit 

challenging to scan for shorebirds through jiggling scopes. 

Everything was very muddy due to heavy rains the night 

before. We were lucky the rain had ended before we 

arrived. We found good numbers of waterfowl with a nice 

mix of Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, two Buffleheads, a 

Northern Pintail, and Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal. 

Mixed in were several American Coots. Best shorebirds 

were the 20+ American Golden-Plovers and five Black-

necked Stilts. Other shorebirds included Wilson's Snipe, 

Pectoral, Least, and Solitary Sandpipers, and Greater and 

Lesser Yellowlegs. A Bald Eagle, 40+ American White 

Pelicans, and a Northern Harrier were also spotted. 

     At the refuge’s headquarters building we saw or heard 

Eastern Bluebird, Brown Thrasher, Eastern Meadowlark, 

Northern Flicker, Carolina Wren, Northern Cardinal, and 

Field, Song, and Savannah Sparrows. 

     Towards the end of the morning, we found a hefty-sized 

Cottonmouth sunning itself, curled up on a leafy bush. By 

noon the wind had increased significantly, so most birders 

called it a day. We totaled 50 species.  --Karen Holliday 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area 
April 29, 2017 

 

     We were originally scheduled to meet and walk into the  

main entrance of Bell Slough WMA (south), but heavy 

rains on Thursday flooded that area with water flowing 

over the boardwalk, so we switched to the north spillway 

entrance instead. With gusty wind and the temperature at 

78 degrees at 7:30 a.m., the birds were the quietest I have 

ever experienced at Bell. The few we did hear refused to 

come close. Best birds of the day were an adult Bald Eagle 

flying low over our heads and an Osprey carrying a large 

fish back to its nest. The nest is in the top of a Bald Cypress 

tree in the lake near the Hwy. 89 bridge. A pair of Green 

Herons were hanging out at the spillway. The few birds we 

did hear were Yellow-throated, White-eyed, and Red-eyed 

Vireos, Northern Parula, and Kentucky, Hooded, and 

Prothonotary Warblers. We enjoyed seeing Scissor-tailed 

Flycatcher, Summer Tanager, Mississippi Kite, and Great 

Crested Flycatcher. The twenty-one birders had a good 

time in spite of the lack of birds. We managed 54 species 

for the morning. 

     Seven birders decided to go to Bell South to see if the 

water had subsided enough for us to walk in.  The water 

was just below the bottom of the boardwalks. We spent a 

couple of hours walking the trails and were excited to find 

two Northern Waterthrushes, a Gray-cheeked Thrush, 

several Swainson's Thrushes, cooperative Prothonotary and 

Kentucky Warblers, a Warbling Vireo, Hairy Woodpecker, 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Yellow-breasted Chat, and 

approximately 50 Bobolinks in the open field. A nice end 

to a rain-free morning. --Karen Holliday 

________________________________________________ 
 

Gillam Park and Little Rock Port Authority 
May 6, 2017 

 

     The morning started out cool and sunny as 27 birders 

immediately started working on their “warbler-necks” 

peering intently into the tops of trees. We were rewarded 

with sightings of Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Summer 

Tanager, Cedar Waxwing, American Redstart, and 

Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, and Black-throated Green 

Warblers. We witnessed a fierce battle between a Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher and a Ruby-throated Hummingbird. While the 

hummingbird was attempting to sit on its nest, the 

gnatcatcher would dive in, pull lichen off the hummers nest 

and take it to its own nest in a nearby tree. Further down 

the trail, we found Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, and 

Kentucky, Tennessee, and Nashville Warblers. We hit the 

vireo jackpot with Blue-headed, White-eyed, Red-eyed, 

Yellow-throated, and Warbling Vireos. A Gray Catbird 

jumped into the middle of the trail, took one look at us, and 

immediately dove back into the bushes. At the slough area 

we tried for Prothonotary Warblers. No luck, but a nice 

surprise was finding a Golden-winged Warbler.  

     Next we made a quick stop by the Little Rock Audubon 

Center where Dr. Scheiman showed us a recently acquired 

collection of bird specimens dating back to the late 1800s. 

Dan had been busy cataloging the collection [See page 4]. 

     On to the Little Rock Port Authority where we found a 

pair of Western Kingbirds perched on the power lines. Also 

seen were Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, Loggerhead Shrike, 

Eastern Meadowlark, and Dickcissel.   

     At the turn off of Frazier Pike Road onto Damsite Road  

we stopped to admire the sight of hundreds and hundreds of 

Bobolinks. The fields on either side of the road were 

swarming. Wave after wave would fly up out of the wheat 

and other tall grasses, circle around, then dive back down 

again. Groups would perch on fences with their golden 

heads and white backs glowing in the sunlight.    

     Last stop was the David D. Terry Lock and Dam. The 

Painted Buntings were a no-show, but Yellow-breasted 

Chats were quite vocal, even if they did stay hidden in the 

brush. There were more soaring Mississippi Kites and one 

singing Marsh Wren. We finished the day around 1:30 p.m. 

with approximately 60 species. --Karen Holliday
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Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.asca.org or mail a check to the address below. 
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THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your next purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only Member, 

notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. Box 6213, 

Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Dr., Little 

Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company and NAS 

at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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