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Recuperated Crested Caracara Released 
   

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
 

     The rehabilitated Crested Caracara, discovered in Oil 

Trough, AR, on May 8, was released Saturday, July 11, on 

the Independence County farm where it was found.  

     The bird is from the subtropics, living in south Texas, 

southern Arizona and south Florida where it is listed as 

federally threatened, in addition to nations farther to the 

south.   

     This caracara was the first documented to visit Arkansas 

and was found on the farm of Craig Shirley near the 

Olyphant community. He noticed it one day near his house, 

then several days later when it was still there, he called the 

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. Cpl. Roger Tate, a 

wildlife officer, and bird watchers from the Audubon 

Society arrived, and Tate captured the caracara with little 

trouble.  

     The emaciated bird was taken to raptor rehabilitator 

Rodney Paul in El Paso (White County) who restored it to 

health and exercised it in a large flight cage. Paul and his 

staff treated the bird for an eye irritation and fed it dead 

rats. It was banded and tagged for tracking purposes before 

release.  

     Karen Rowe, the nongame migratory bird coordinator 

for the Game and Fish Commission, was contacted by Dr. 

Joan Morrison, professor of biology at Trinity College in 

Hartford, Conn. Morrison, with the support of the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, offered to band and place a 

transmitter on the caracara to track its movements as it 

continued its journey outside the species’ normal range.  

     The agreed plan was to release the recuperated bird 

where it was found and to minimize disturbance after the 

bird was released. Rowe and Morrison were among a small 

group on hand for the release.  

     Morrison said, “We banded and tagged this individual 

caracara because it was found in Arkansas, which is outside 

the species’ typical North American range. Within the past 

10 years, reports of caracaras have increased and it is not 

clear why these individuals are moving around so much. In 

Florida, individual caracaras are quite sedentary, but this 

may not be true for other populations, which can be found 

in Texas, Arizona, and Mexico. Hopefully, movements 

made by this Arkansas individual and habitats it chooses to 

occupy will tell us more about these wandering caracaras.”  

     Rowe reported the bird spent a little over 30 days in a 

remote location in northeast Arkansas, then left and arrived 

in northeast Texas on August 15.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Audubon Arkansas to co-Sponsor Bird Walk 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

     Join Audubon Arkansas for a morning bird walk at the 

Old North Shore Marina on Lake Maumelle on Friday 

September 18, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

     We'll be looking for migrants. The Ouachita Trail 

crosses the property so we'll get to hike a bit of that too. 

     Location: Meet at entrance to Maumelle River WMA 
off of Hwy. 300 (GPS: 34.907, -92.549). Traveling west on 

Hwy. 10, turn right onto Chenal Pwky/Hwy. 300 towards 

Pinnacle Mountain. Follow Hwy. 300 for 9.4 miles until a 

SHARP LEFT turn. Continue on Hwy 300. for 3.8 miles. 

Entrance to a gravel road on left, at curve, with Maumelle 

River WMA sign. 

     Please RSVP as space is limited. To RSVP or for more 

information, contact Uta Meyer at 501-244-2229, 

umeyer@audubon.org. 
     Sponsored by Audubon Arkansas and Central Arkansas 

Water. 
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     Out on the patio the other night, I 

watched a pair of Mississippi Kites 

wheeling in lazy circles high in the air.  At 

eye level migrating Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds were full of vinegar and 

outraged chatter as they jockeyed for 

dominance between the feeders. Even 

though the evening air is warm, fall is in the 

air. You can sense the urgency of the 

insects getting their late business in order 

and the flowers sending out a burst of 

blooms to ensure the seed load for next 

spring. The first dry leaves are on the 

ground and unwatered grass looks parched 

and pitiful.  

     Migration is underway. The signs are 

clear. Birds are on the move. Our summer 

residents will be leaving any day now, the 

long distance migrants are on the wing, and 

it won't be long until our winter residents 

come home for their season.  

     This cycle of life is ages old. It has stood 

the test of time but many of its links are 

stretched too thin and likely too frayed to 

endure in the current environment without 

our help. Backyards may be the last best 

hope for many species. As summer mowing 

gives way to fall leaves, now is the time to 

think about establishing a more bird 

friendly environment on your property.   

     Birds have to make a living and it turns 

out they need the same things we do. They 

need a place to stay that's safe. They need 

something to eat, and they need water to 

drink and for bathing.  

     A makeover doesn't have to be elaborate. 

A few well-chosen native plants sited in 

appropriate locations can be the nucleus of 

a "new" old ecosystem. All native plants 

attract a spectrum of native wildlife from 

insects to birds and mammals. Don't have 

much room or live in an apartment? Many 

native plants tolerate being grown in pots.   

     Along with plants a source of fresh water 

is necessary to make your yard homey. Any 

water source should be shallow, accessible 

and have a nearby perch for birds to dry 

their feathers. The chickadees in my yard 

prefer the ant moat birdbaths protecting my 

hummingbird feeders. 

     Fall is the best time to plant natives. The 

cool weather and increased rainfall gives 

plants time to develop the root system they 

will need to sustain themselves during the 

summer heat and the dry season. Please 

consider adding a few native plants to your 

yard this fall. 
Cindy Franklin 

 ASCA President  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Look Back in Time 
 
Dottie Boyles  
 

     A friend of mine, who works for the 

Arkansas History Commission, was going 

through an 1878 Fort Smith paper when he 

ran across this article about Purple Martins.  

     The article states:  "The first martin bird 

of the season put in an appearance on the 

8th. One of our old citizens who has for 

years past kept a journal of all the hard 

rains, high waters, deep snows, 

conflagrations, deaths and other events, 

gives the advent of the martin birds for the 

last five years as follows; 1873–March 11; 

1874–March 13; 1875–March 14; 1876–

March 8; 1877–March 18; 1878–March 8." 

 
Courtesy of the Arkansas History Commission
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All Those Fabulous Shorebirds at Bald Knob 
 

Joe Neal 
 

     Saturday, August 29, presented the great opportunity to 

jump in Mitchell Pruitt’s Toyota, and along with David 

Oakley, make the 3.5 hour dash from Fayetteville across the 

state to Bald Knob NWR, for a meet up with the intrepid 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas led by “bird colonel” 

Karen Holliday. But first, we three, and especially one, had 

high pre-adventure. 

     Before dust clouds on Coal Chute Road could announce 

ASCA’s arrival, we three musketeers set off down a grassy 4-

wheeler track, Pruitt in lead. Things came to a sudden STOP 

when he exclaimed and simultaneously hustled backwards. 

Yes, birding friends, this trip 

opened with Agkistrodon 

piscivorus (Cottonmouth). 

Wise in such affairs, David 

wondered about the results if 

Mitchell had stepped a little 

closer to that upraised white 

gape. I wondered, already 

knowing, what kind of 

emergency care was available 

in Bald Knob. 

     Bell’s Vireos were singing 

down that trail, but we went no further. Neither did the ASCA 

crowd pursue Blue Grosbeaks when they heard the tale. In 

terms of cross country bird chasing, it just took the wind right 

out of our sails. 

     I don’t know how, overall, the trip went for the group. I 

personally saw 14 shorebird species and heard of a few others 

that I didn’t see. With 160 acres of good shorebird habitat  you 

won’t see it all, not in a few hours anyway. My very rough and 

PERSONAL shorebird list was: Semipalmated Plover (2), 

Killdeer (200), Black-necked Stilt (50), Greater Yellowlegs 

(1), Lesser Yellowlegs (25), Solitary Sandpiper (1), 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (1), Least Sandpiper (40), Baird’s 

Sandpiper (2 adults, 1 buffy juvenile), Pectoral Sandpiper 

(150), Stilt Sandpiper (6; photo of 1), Wilson’s Snipe (1), and 

Wilson’s Phalarope.  

     This was a wonderful few hours of shorebirds and a good 

list for me personally, though not exceptional for Bald Knob, 

from eBird postings and from what I’ve heard from the 

regulars. I am thankful I don’t live closer, because  I’ll bet I 

would get even LESS “done” than I do now, and that’s saying 

something. 

     Mitchell and David found some other great stuff. A couple 

that caught my eye, too: a wonderful close-up Green Treefrog 

perfectly at home on a large blade of grass. A golden and truly 

diminutive Least Skipper (Ancyloxypha numitor) on a 

fabulously pink smartweed, ignoring us and the dust on the 

road we brought. 

     What a wonderful day to be alive on our green planet. 

What a great opportunity to share it with other seekers.  Many 

blessings to you all.     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Birding Beyond Arkansas  
 

New Mexico and Arizona 
Allan Mueller 
 

     Michael Linz and Allan Mueller set out on another chase, 

this time to New Mexico and Arizona. The Tufted Flycatcher 

at Ramsey Canyon, AZ, was the main target. It had been 

around for a month or so, trying and failing to nest, but 

hanging around in the same area on the mountain behind 

Ramsey Canyon. The two-mile trail to the tufted was steep, 

followed by a drenching rain on the way down. Between the 

two of them they made one good hiker – Michael had trouble 

going up and Allan fell on the way down. The Tufted 

Flycatcher now has a check on the checklist. New Mexico 

birding was also good with Michael recording 11 lifers. 

_______________________________________________ 

Coastal Oregon 
Amy Hall 
 

     Joe and Amy Hall visited coastal Oregon in late May and 

early June, with memorable stops at the Bear River Migratory 

Bird Refuge near Brigham City, Utah, Antelope Island State 

Park in Great Salt Lake, the Snake River Birds of Prey 

National Conservation Area near Kuna, Idaho, and Crater 

Lake National Park. Large colonies of Common Murres, 

Pelagic Cormorants, sea lions, and seals congregated along the 

coast near beautiful Cape Arago and Bandon, Oregon.  Other 

highlights of the thirteen-day road trip included Prairie Falcon, 

Common Goldeneye, Golden Eagle, California Quail, 

Cinnamon Teal, Clark’s Grebe, Western Grebe, Long-billed 

Curlew, Western Meadowlark, Western Kingbird, Burrowing 

Owl (on Antelope Island), Clark’s Nutcracker, Black 

Oystercatcher, Steller’s Jay, Mountain Bluebird, and Cassin’s 

Finch.  Both Amy and Joe added about 20 life birds to their 

respective lists. 

________________________________________________ 

Upstate New York  
Dan Scheiman 
 

At the end of June, Dan and Samantha Scheiman wined, 

dined, shopped, and yes birded their way across upstate New 

York and into Ontario. Though it was not a birding vacation in 

the strict sense, they did actively seek two extralimital birds 

for their state list - Eurasian Collared-Dove and Black-bellied 

Whistling-Duck. What are the chances that these two southern 

species would wander to the same tiny town on Lake Ontario 

and be hanging out less than a mile from each other?! Both 

were easy to see. Otherwise they simply enjoyed the birds 

while reading in a rocking chair on the porch of a country inn, 

or while sipping wine on a deck overlooking Seneca Lake. 

The impetus for the vacation was Dan's cousin's wedding in 

the Hudson River Valley. On to that they tacked on a trip to 

Ithaca to see Dan's alma mater and friends at the Cornell Lab 

of Ornithology. Plus they toured the Finger Lakes' wine 

country, met one of the Fabulous Beekman Boys in Sharon 

Springs, experienced Niagara Falls from the Canadian side, 

and sampled the local food in lovely Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

 

Joe Neal 
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In Old North Carolina 
 

Mitchell Pruitt 
 

     From Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Michael Linz and I 

caught a plane to Norfolk, VA, where we were poised to 

start yet another week of birding; this time on the Outer 

Banks of North Carolina. Nowhere I've been, and probably 

few places in the world, surpass the coastal habitat and 

birding opportunities of the Outer Banks. The southeastern 

forests meet Atlantic salt marshes and duney beaches here, 

bringing together the most interesting of both. Arriving late 

seemed to be a trend, but we were able to get cleaned up 

and ready to meet the rest of our crew the next day; another 

birder from Arkansas, Karen Holliday, and a former 

Halberg Ecology Camp student, Whit Hyde, who has 

become quite the birder/naturalist himself. 

     Not only are the Outer Banks naturally interesting, 

they're also very historically interesting. On the way south 

to stay with some local birders with 

long-held ties to Arkansas, we 

passed Roanoke Island (site of the 

lost English colony), Kill Devil 

Hills and Kitty Hawk (where the 

Wright Brothers took flight), Bodie 

Island (home to one of the Outer 

Banks' famed 19th-century 

lighthouses), Rodanthe, and finally 

Hatteras. And of course, we 

stopped to bird along the way! 

Oregon Inlet was the                      

         coolest stop of the day. Here we 

found nesting colonies of Least Tern, Black Skimmer, 

American Oystercatcher, Piping Plover, and one Red Knot 

in brilliant breeding plumage.  

     This adventure came in the form of a pelagic trip. This 

might not mean much to most people, but to a birder it's a 

rite of passage involving all day on a boat looking for birds 

that never come to the mainland. Our day started with a 

5:30am departure and several hours of nothing until we 

were about 35 miles offshore. Here at the Gulf Stream, we 

hit it big with Cory's Shearwater, Great Shearwater, Sooty 

Shearwater and Wilson's Storm-Petrel. 

     Multiple flocks fed in the warm currents, usually 

allowing the boat in close proximity and providing great 

views. The day brought more 

birds: Long-tailed and  

Pomarine Jaegers, Audubon's 

and Manx Shearwaters, 

Leach's and Band-rumped 

Storm-Petrels, the sought-

after Black-capped Petrel, 

and Bridled and Arctic Terns.  

     We arrived back shaky 

and sunburned at 5:30pm, 

exactly TWELVE hours after 

we embarked. It was worth 

every penny,  but  I  won't be  

doing it again very soon! 

     The true seafarer of our crew did a pelagic again the 

next day, but the rest of us opted out to start several days of 

productive land birding. We birded Pea Island National 

Wildlife Refuge with our generous hosts. Shorebirds were 

plentiful as were several marsh specialties we were looking 

for. By lunchtime, we had nailed Clapper Rail and multiple 

Seaside Sparrows, all desired targets. We also had Gull-

billed Tern, Tricolored Heron, and a Red-necked Phalarope 

in breeding plumage. The end of the day brought us back to 

Oregon Inlet where we walked alongside the nesting 

colonies and observed the birds going to and from the water 

for food. The Least Terns were my favorite to watch. Both 

parents took care of the 

eggs and young. Coming 

and going from the nest 

would start a "changing of 

the guard" process. 

Methodic and well-

rehearsed, the sitting 

parent stands up to greet 

the other as if to check 

their identity. The new 

arrival then moves to the 

nest, while the other takes off in search of food. Watching 

activity around the dunes was mesmerizing.  

     In the morning, we started with a stop at the famed Cape 

Hatteras Lighthouse. This is a well-known east coast 

landmark with its black spirals and bright red base.  

     From there, our group hopped on a ferry to Ocracoke 

Island for lunch and an afternoon of birding. What else?! 

     Birding on Ocracoke was interesting to say the least and 

netted us nothing new. However, we were fortunate to find 

yet another nesting colony of birds. Here we were able to 

walk along the waterline quite a ways before national park 

ropes protecting the breeding territories came into play. In 

this colony we had close views of American 

Oystercatchers, Piping Plovers, and 27 Red Knots! Also on 

this stretch of beach were hundreds of White Beach Tiger 

Beetles, another vulnerable species. When it comes to an 

unlikely duo like the Red Knot and the beetle, it's all about 

habitat. Habitat, or lack thereof, is almost always what 

drives a species into being threatened or worse.  

     On a happier note, as the sun set on our last day in North 

Carolina we had no regrets. Our hosts, the state, and the 

birds had treated us well on our trip. North to Virginia we 

spent one more day of birding, this time at Back Bay 

National Wildlife Refuge, another important coastal refuge.  

     As we headed west to our inland lives, we daydreamed 

about shearwaters, Red Knots, and lighthouses. I think I 

even saw one of the tiger beetles crawl by. It's been a great 

season for me and birding with friends. I can't wait to see 

what the rest of 2015 brings! 

     For a complete set of photos from the North Carolina 

trip, visit: www.pbase.com/mpruitt/north_carolina_2015.  

 
 

Bodie Island Lighthouse 

 

My lifer Black-capped Petrel 

 

Mitchell Pruitt 

Mitchell Pruitt 

 
 

Least Tern on eggs 

http://www.pbase.com/mpruitt/north_carolina_2015
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Upcoming Programs 
 

ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould Fletcher 

Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the corner of 

Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs are free and open 

to the public.  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 10, 2015 – Trinidad & Tobago 
 

Speakers: Cindy Franklin and Michael Linz  
 

    Eighteen people accompanied Dr. Ragupathy Kannan to Trinidad & Tobago in 

May for his latest fundraising trip for the Arkansas Audubon Society Trust. In that 

group were some of Arkansas Audubon Society's best photographers-Mitchell 

Pruitt, David Oakley, and Michael Linz. They saw 46 out of Kannan’s top 50 target 

birds.  Many photos were taken, and fun was had by all. Michael and Cindy will talk 

about the trip and show outstanding photos of some really neat birds. 

     Cindy is a retired VA nurse. Her yard has become a more bird-friendly 

environment over time with a focus on pollinators, hummingbirds, and native 

plants. She birds in her spare time and occasionally takes some decent photos.  

     Michael recently retired from a career in Information Technology. While in 

college he developed an interest in photography, which has focused on bird 

photography over the past few years. He began “birding” in 2008 and became a 

"lister" in 2012. In 2014 he began birding outside the boundaries of Arkansas. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

October 8, 2015 – 100 Years of Wildlife Conservation 
 

Speaker: Neil Curry, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission  
 

     Join Neil Curry, facility director of the Witt Stephens Jr. Central Arkansas 

Nature Center, as he highlights the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s 100th 

anniversary and gives updates about the nature center. Wildlife conservation has 

come a long way since 1915 but some important lessons stay the same in nature, 

even in a very urban environment. 

     Neil is a past president of the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. He has 

birded from coast to coast and been actively involved in wildlife conservation 

education for over 40 years. He has worked as a park naturalist for the National Park 

Service ranging from Montana to Oklahoma, and worked closer to home for 

Arkansas State Parks at Pinnacle Mountain State Park for 22 years. Since 2002 he 

has worked for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission and been involved in 

designing and operating regional education and nature centers across the state. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

November 12, 2015 – Winged Seduction: Birds of Paradise 
 

National Geographic Documentary 
 

    Join National Geographic photographer Tim Laman and ornithologist Ed Scholes 

as they journey deep into the most remote jungles on earth in search of all 39 

species of some of the most amazing birds in the world – Birds of Paradise. Their 

mission takes them into the jungles of one of the last wild places on earth – New 

Guinea. Far-flung islands, impenetrable jungle and extreme elevations all create 

areas of isolation where ordinary birds have evolved into some of the most 

beautifully bizarre species on earth. Digital explorers on an old-fashioned quest, 

Tim and Ed have survived everything the jungle has to throw at them to becomes 

first in the world to capture all 39 species of Birds of Paradise on film. 

     This 45-minute documentary shows some of the behind-the-scenes work that 

went into capturing never-before-recorded behaviors of a few of these spectacular 

species.  
 

 

Banded Sandpiper Appears 

in Arkansas 
 
Doc George 
 

    While birding at the Boyd Point 

Wastewater Treatment Facility in Pine 

Bluff on August 5, 2015, Doc George 

and John Redman, photographed a 

multi-banded Semipalmated Sandpiper. 

     A week after they submitted a photo 

of the bird  to bandedbirds.org, they 

received the following reply from 

Region 7 Shorebird Coordinator Rick 

Lanctot, of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service in Anchorage, Alaska.  

     "Thank you for sending the 

resighting of '"NPJ" to the bandedbird 

network. This bird was banded at a nest 

(647) on plot 0 in Barrow, Alaska 

(N71.28588, W156.58380) on 5 July 

2015 by Patrick Herzog. We think it is 

a female based on bill size. The nest 

was found by Ben Lagasse and 

Veronica Pacheco using a rope drag 

and hatched three chicks on the 6 July 

2015. 

 

 photo by Doc George 

 

     The metal band number of the bird 

is 1971-01054, and the combination is 

as follows: 

        upper left: USGS metal band 

        lower left: red band over light 

           blue band over yellow band 

        upper right: red band over 

           dark green flag with "NPJ" 

           engraved  

        lower right: nothing 
 

     As Jeannine Parvin (database 

administrator for bandedbird.org) 

points out, this is one of the first birds 
reported from this state (AR). Thank 

you again."   

Richard Lanctot, Ph.D. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.bandedbirds.org&d=AwMFaQ&c=JL-fUnQvtjNLb7dA39cQUcqmjBVITE8MbOdX7Lx6ge8&r=j30IsZEaAN8cssier9d4unVYPSaK9XrNTKmA-w9dzsw&m=rJ0bO1CfT5mfM3Dsr_rlwUYecKVCkpRCxzNpN-Igepo&s=2cdefngvjJNF_j9Zno6d4ZDMW9Xw2y2NfPAn71_K0Bc&e=
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ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 

carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for 

novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a 

chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org 

or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-

920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 12, 2015 

Bona Dea Trails and Sanctuary, Russellville 

 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West at Exit 135.  We 

will arrive at the Bona Dea Trails parking lot around 8:15 a.m. for anyone who wants 

to meet us there.  Our target birds will be migrating fall warblers.  Bona Dea Trails is 

186 acres of wetlands and woodlands in the Prairie Creek floodplain.  The trails are 

paved and level for easy walking.  Lunch is on your own.  There are picnic tables at 

Bona Dea, or several fast food restaurants are nearby.  Depending on time and current 

bird sightings, the group may choose to take a possible side trip to Holla Bend. 

     From Little Rock, take I-40 west to Russellville.  Take Exit 81.  Turn left off the 

exit ramp, then left at the light to go south on Hwy 7.  Cross over the interstate, take a 

right at the second stoplight (Lakefront Drive).  The trail’s parking area will be on 

your left in less than a mile.   
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

October 24, 2015 

Joe Hogan Fish Hatchery and Bob Long Road, Lonoke 

 

     Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Prothro Junction commuter lot, I-40 East, Exit 157, 

southeast side of the interstate.  First, we’ll head to the Joe Hogan Fish Hatchery, off 

Hwy. 70 at 23 Joe Hogan Lane, in Lonoke Co.  The hatchery is the largest and one of 

the oldest state-owned warm-water pond hatcheries in the United States.  After 

searching the hatchery, we’ll head south on Hwy. 31 to Pettus and turn east onto Bob 

Long Road.  We’ll check the numerous minnow ponds along the road for ducks and 

mergansers.  Our target birds will be lingering shorebirds, early arriving gulls, and 

first-of-the-season sparrows.  If you have a scope, bring it.  Very little walking will be 

involved.  Wear sturdy shoes as we may be standing in dirt and grass on occasion.  

Bring water and snacks.  This is a morning trip. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

November 21, 2015 

Lake Maumelle, West Little Rock 
 

     Meet at the Jolly Rogers Marina on Lake Maumelle at 7:30 a.m.  Loons, 

mergansers, ducks, and grebes are settling in on the lake for their winter stay.  We 

will access the lake at several points and spend time scanning and scoping the open 

water.  We’ll check the woods along the trails for our winter forest residents.  The 

wind coming off the lake can be chilly.  Bring a warm jacket and gloves.  Wear 

comfortable walking shoes.  There will be some walking on level trails.  Bring water 

and your scope.  We should finish the trip by noon. 

     Directions to Jolly Rogers Marina—the marina is approximately 10 miles west of 

Little Rock on Hwy. 10.  Turn right at the white and black Jolly Rogers Marina 

entrance sign and drive down to the boat launch area.  The marina address is 11800 

Maumelle Harbour Rd., Roland, AR.   
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ASCA Field Trip 

 Schedule  

Illinois Bayou Park Trail 
  

     The Illinois Bayou Park Wildlife 

Observation Trail opened October 31, 

2013. The paved, level, 2-mile out-and-

back trail runs along the north side of 

Lake Dardanelle. Several trail spurs allow 

hikers, wildlife observers and anglers to 

access the shoreline and scenic beauty of 

the lake.  

     Interpretive signs along the trail 

educate visitors about local wildlife, 

plants, and the history of the area. 

      Bald Eagle, Osprey, waterfowl, and 

other viewing opportunities can be 

observed along the water’s edge. 

     Since its opening, 73 species of birds 

have been recorded on eBird. 

     The work for the Illinois Bayou Park 

Wildlife Observation Trail was completed 

with the assistance of a grant from the 

AGFC Wildlife Observation Trails Pilot 

Program. 

      From I-40, take Exit 78 and head 

south on Mission Drive. Turn east on 

U.S. Hwy. 64. Turn left at the Illinois 

Bayou Park sign. The trailhead is located 

near the park’s boat launch. 

     For more information,  contact the 

Russellville Recreation and Parks 

Department at 479-968-1272.  

________________________________ 
 

Purple Martins Roost by the 

Thousands in Little Rock 
 

 
photo by Dottie Boyles 

 

     On August 3, Dan Schieman alerted 

the birding community, by way of 

ARBIRD-L, of the possibility of a large 

roost of Purple Martins near Industrial 

Harbor Road in Little Rock. Dan had 

been contacted by Joe Siegrist, research 

director for the Purple Martin 

Conservation Association in Erie, PA, 

after the mass of birds were spotted on 

radar from Norman, OK. 

     The birds, whose numbers were 

estimated between 70,000 to 100,000, 

would gather together 30 minutes to one 

hour before sundown, before flying off 

across the Arkansas River to roost for the 

night.       

 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
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Sunset Trail, Lower DeGray Lake 
June 13, 2015 

 

     Twenty-two birders headed to the newly opened Sunset 

Trail located on Lower DeGray Lake, Clark Co. This area 

is relatively unknown to most people. We had the trail to 

ourselves which meant we had a lovely, slow stroll. We 

skirted the lower lake, which had Great Egrets, Great Blue 

Herons, and Belted Kingfishers.  

     The trail veered off into a mixed wooded habitat of 

pines and large, old hardwoods, with some open spaces. 

Our target bird was Cerulean Warbler, which was a no-

show. A female Black-and-white Warbler fooled several 

birders into thinking we had a cerulean. A very cooperative 

Northern Parula perched on low bare branches giving our 

newer birders a terrific view. Pine Warblers also put on a 

show. A Yellow-throated Warbler called repeatedly but 

wouldn't come in close. Orchard Orioles provided good 

looks. Yellow-billed Cuckoos were heard throughout the 

morning, but only one came close for a better view. Indigo 

Buntings were found in the open spaces.  

     At the picnic area, we had two Prothonotary Warblers 

singing incessantly, plus a couple dozen Purple Martins, 

two Eastern Bluebirds,  Eastern Kingbirds, and an Eastern 

Phoebe.  

     The trail holds a lot of promise for a future ASCA 

spring migrant field trip. This trail along the shallower, 

lower lake area will be a great field trip for the Arkansas 

Audubon Society's fall conference November 13-15, which 

is being held at the DeGray Lake Resort State Park Lodge. 

     We ate lunch at the lodge. The food was good and the 

parking lot was full of birds. Best birds to finish the trip 

were chattering Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, an Orchard 

Oriole, and Chipping Sparrows. All were fun to see, plus 

our lunch break helped us dodge the rain showers that 

rolled through around noon. 

________________________________________________ 
 

Dr. Lester Sitzes, III Bois D’Arc Lake WMA 
July 11, 2015 

 

     Twenty-five enthusiastic birders met at the Bois D'Arc 

Lake WMA area just outside of Hope, AR, in Hempstead 

County. The group included a birder from Kenya who 

picked up six life birds. We found our first good bird of the 

day at the McDonald's in Hope. Great-tailed Grackles are 

now seen on a regular basis at this location.  

     At the WMA, we found a plethora of species common to 

south Arkansas. Throughout the morning we observed 

Purple and Common Gallinules as they picked their way 

across the Water Lotus plants. At several locations we 

watched juvenile birds tottering along on long legs and 

giant feet, hopping from lily pad to lily pad, following their 

parents. A shout went up when the first alligator was seen. 

Soon afterwards the second gator was spotted. 

     Dozens and dozens of Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets, 

Little Blue Herons, and Green Herons all nest around the 

lake. We watched both adults and juveniles feeding and 

being fed. A Caspian Tern and three Forster's Terns 

swooped and dove along the far side of the lake, along with 

dozens of Tree, Cliff, and Barn Swallows. A Least Bittern 

responded to playback but was reluctant to show itself.   

     In the back-water below the lake, we found several 

White Ibises and two cooperative Painted Buntings.  

      We traveled to the far side of the lake to the egret 

rookery. At least 200 Cattle Egrets fussed and fought for 

space. Noisy and stinky, the trees were full of birds and 

nests, it was a great opportunity to observe rookery 

behavior. Mixed in were three nesting Black-crowned 

Night-Herons, which were life birds for several.    

     With enough shade throughout the morning and great 

birds, we stayed at the lake until around 1:00 pm.    

________________________________________________ 
 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge - Bald Knob 
August 29, 2015 

 

     Thirty-eight birders from central Arkansas, Pine Bluff, 

Atkins, Pangburn, Searcy, and Fayetteville gathered at Bald 

Knob NWR.   

     At our first stop, the Northwest Arkansas contingent 

reported Mitchell Pruitt's very close encounter with a 

Cottonmouth. After that, the group carefully surveyed all 

grassy areas before wading in. Prior to our arrival, the new 

refuge manager had his crew mow several of the levees, 

which allowed for better views of the mudflats.  

     The cool, wet 

spring put farmers 

behind in planting 

rice and soybean 

fields. As a result, 

very little shorebird 

habitat was 

available. Missing 

species were avocets, storks,  and spoonbills. Shorebird and 

duck numbers were low. We were pleased to find a 

Wilson's Phalarope, two Semipalmated Plovers, Baird's 

Sandpipers, a Wilson's Snipe, and 68 Black-necked Stilts. 

A few Dickcissels, Blue Grosbeaks, and Indigo Buntings 

still lingered. The only warblers spotted were two Yellow 

Warblers and a Northern Parula. Bell's Vireos were singing 

at the entrance to the refuge. 

     A nice variety of butterflies, dragonflies, and blooming 

plants kept the photographers busy. A compilation of birds 

spotted by the various birders in the group netted us a little 

over 70 species. A good time was had by all!
 

 

   Field Trip Reports 
     Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator  

  Joe Neal 
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas 

P. O. Box 6213 

Sherwood, AR 72124 
 
Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 

Return service requested. 

 

 

 
             Southern Dogface butterfly 

      Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
 

                 photo by David Oakley 
                         

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 
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The Snipe is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your purchase.  

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only Member, 

notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. Box 6213, 

Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Dr., Little 

Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company and NAS 

at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 

 
 

 

http://www.ascabird.org/
http://www.reportband.gov/
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf

