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Alaska Birding: A Change of Climate 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

    Alaska is a part of the country that feels like a foreign 

land. Birds characteristic of Asia wander and breed 

there. Familiar winter residents of the Lower 48 display 

unfamiliar breeding behaviors. And western dialects of 

widespread species sound just as strange as Bostonians 

do to Arkansans. Yet even those born and bred in that 

cut-off corner of the country are witnessing a change to 

the very nature of their home. 

    Last year Samantha and I birded Ecuador with High 

Lonesome Bird Tours (highlonesometours.com). Yet 

owner/operator Forrest Davis’s specialty is Alaska, with 

a variety of destinations offered each May and June. The 

Nome tour’s bird list, five-day duration, and timing 

appealed to us; its scheduled departure from Anchorage 

a few days after Memorial Day meant we could take 

advantage of the three-day weekend to extend our 

vacation and explore on our own before meeting the 

group. Anchorage is like many other American cities, 

except the eastern horizon is dominated by the breath-

taking Chugach Mountains. It was overcast when we 

arrived, which I expected in the Pacific Northwest, but 

our B&B hosts informed us it was haze from one of the 

largest wildfires ever recorded on the Kenai Peninsula, 

burning nearly 300
 
square miles. Though we never saw 

the flames, a sparse coat of ash contrasted with the red of 

our rental car. A trend of unseasonably warm spring 

temperatures is leading to less snowpack and more 

drought. Drought-stressed spruce are more susceptible to 

spruce beetles, which are spreading northward as 

temperatures rise. This combination of conditions is 

leading to more frequent and larger fires as more trees 

die and fall. Formerly spruce-dominated areas are being 

replaced by hardwoods, altering the ecosystem. One 

dramatic sign of climate change. 

    At our B&B overlooking Turnagain Arm fjord, Varied 

Thrushes whistled their single electronic notes while 

Hermit and Gray-cheeked Thrushes sang more complex 

songs. Fox Sparrows were Sooty, not Red, but 

surprisingly the Yellow-rumped Warblers were Myrtle, 

not Audubon’s. Neither species sounded like what I’m 

used to in Arkansas, nor did the White-crowned 

Sparrows. I added Orange-crowned and Townsend’s 

Warblers to my aural library as well.  
 

 
Dan and Samantha Scheiman on Nome Teller Road 

 

    Hiking the Wolverine Peak Trail in Chugach State 

Park, we never made it to the eponymous peak, and it 

turned out to be too late in the season for ptarmigan, but 

Sam got her life Golden-crowned Sparrows and (from a 

safe distance) Moose. Before the trip we studied 

butterflies as well as birds, so we instantly recognized 

our life Arctic Skipper and Arctic White. Back on the 

coast at Potter Marsh, Mew Gulls, Herring Gulls, and 

Arctic Terns tended nests. Violet-green and Tree 

Swallows foraged together. A Merlin zipped by.  

    The next day we drove to the end of Arctic Valley 

Road above the treeline to try again for ptarmigan. 

Another miss. But butterflies were a hit—Old World 

Swallowtail, Canadian Tiger Swallowtail, Large Marble, 

Mormon Fritillary, and  Mountain  Fritillary. That even-
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Musings from My Yard 
 

Jane Gulley 

ASCA President 
 

     This is a continuation of musings from 

my yard. In the last issue of The Snipe, I 

told the story of the snake getting into my 

Purple Martin house and how no martins 

had used the house since that incident. I do 

have sparrows in the martin house, or I did. 

The other afternoon I was going out to work 

in the yard and I noticed debris on the 

ground near the house. When I looked up, 

the sparrows' nesting material was hanging 

from the little rails on the balconies. I 

figured a snake had gotten in the house 

again.  

     Later as I was gardening, I heard rattling 

and a squirrel was trying to shimmy up the 

martin house pole. The squirrel fell several 

times but kept trying and finally made it to 

the underside of the house. The squirrel 

reached up and grabbed a rail and hung in 

mid air with its feet swaying until it finally 

boosted itself up to the house. I think the 

house was empty because the squirrel did 

not stay on the house long and jumped 

down to the ground. I am going to spray the 

pole with some lubricant you are supposed 

to use on the rollers for your garage door 

and see if I can outwit the squirrel.   

     After all the excitement with the squirrel, 

I sat down to take a break from gardening 

and watched a pair of Carolina Wrens 

feeding their young. Their children were 

voracious eaters and I marveled at the 

number of trips the parents had to make to 

keep the babies fed.  I got my binoculars 

that I always take outside with me when I 

work and watched the babies. From what I 

could see they were almost ready to fledge. 

I could see because the nest was not in a 

good location. It was in a decorative 

brightly colored metal "yard art" birdhouse 

that I had gotten at the Flower and Garden 

Show. The opening is extremely large but 

the wrens seemed pleased. It is a good thing 

we had mild weather because the children 

would have cooked in the metal nest/oven. I 

am going to put something over the opening 

so the birds can't nest in the box again.  

     The next morning as I was taking my 

everyday early tour of the yard I watched as 

the wren did fancy footwork and really 

fancy wing movements while standing on a 

yard sprinkler. She looked like those 

pictures I used to enjoy in the World Book 

Encyclopedia about communicating with 

flags. As I watched, three wren children 

were lured from their nest to join their 

parents in the real world. I watched them 

with my binoculars as they started to follow 

their parents and explore their surroundings. 

     That brings me to the reason for my 

stories. A friend said she might like to go on 

an Audubon field trip but her equipment 

was not, in her words, "Audubon worthy" 

and she would be embarrassed. I told her I 

added my first 400 life birds with a pair of 

forty dollar Sears binoculars, and on field 

trips we had birders with all different 

qualities of equipment.  

     Please come join the fun of an Audubon 

field trip or meeting and learn more about 

the birds in your own backyard.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

       ASCA would like to welcome the following new members: 
 

 

       Grey and Kay Hodnett                          Lance Runion 

             Pamela McCain                                    Clark Smith 

        June Murdock 
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Alaska Birding  
 

continued from page 1 
 

ing, after treating us to dinner, Forrest took us to the 

Elmendorf Fish Hatchery to treat us to an American Dipper 

at its nest.  

    To see seabirds, we booked a six-hour wildlife cruise out 

of Seward to Kenai Fjords National Park. Before leaving 

the harbor we were wowed by Wandering Tattlers, Marbled 

Murrelets, Pigeon Guillemots, Harlequin Ducks, hundreds 

of Black-legged Kittiwakes, and Sea Otters! Out further 

into Resurrection Bay and into Aialik Bay were Pelagic 

Cormorants, Common Murres, Rhinoceros Auklets, and 

Horned and Tufted Puffins. Surfbirds huddled at the foot of 

Holgate Glacier, which calved chunks of ice as we stared, 

frozen in awe. Rain made visibility poor but didn’t stop us 

from seeing Mountain Goats climbing cliffs, Steller’s Sea 

Lions resting on rocks, Dall’s Porpoises riding our wake, 

and Humpbacked Whales diving deep. 

    After drying out overnight, we drove to the end of 

Lowell Point Road to pick up Steller’s Jay, Chestnut-

backed Chickadee, and Rufous Hummingbird; the hummer 

entertained us with his J-shaped courtship dive ending in a 

buzz. Because we weren’t yet satiated for seabirds, we 

visited the Alaska Sea Life Center (www.alaskasealife.org), 

an aquarium that features only native species, and breeds 

and rehabilitates them, too. I purchased a puffin-produced 

painting.  
 

 
Tufted Puffin, Alaska Sea Life Center  

 

    On day six we were Nome-ward bound with Forrest and 

six other birders. Situated on the edge of the Seward 

Peninsula, Nome is a modern-day frontier mining town. 

Each summer many try their luck sifting gold dust dredged 

from beaches. Instead, Sam and I panned for Golden 

Eagles, Pacific Golden-Plovers, and the rest of the rich 

abundance of bird life breeding on the true tundra. The 

region is renowned for its concentrations of waterfowl and 

shorebirds that feed along the coast before dispersing 

inland to breed. While there was certainly no lack of birds 

to enjoy, Forrest repeatedly despaired at the lowest 

numbers and diversity he’d ever seen. Spring had arrived 

two weeks early (another sign of climate change?), and 

many birds had apparently already flown off to the 

inaccessible interior. Yet Red-throated Loons laid on nests 

next to the road. Semipalmated Sandpipers hovered and 

trilled like mad wind-up toys. Lapland Longspurs fluttered 

and bubbled with joy. Along Safety Sound, Common 

Eiders were common. But Common Redpoll was not as 

common as Hoary. A common loon was Pacific, though we 

missed the rare Arctic.  
 

    
Bluethroat in Nome, Alaska  

 

    Each day we set off along one of the roads leading to 

smaller settlements. On the way to Teller, Willow and 

Rock Ptarmigan turned out to be easy to see. Bar-tailed 

Godwit, Northern Wheatear, and Eastern Yellow Wagtail 

were three of my most wanted-to-see. What we didn’t see 

at Teller was the sea ice that should have been along the 

seashore but instead was out to sea with Spotted Seals in 

the heat shimmers.  

    On Kougarok Road, dreary, wet weather didn’t dampen 

the bright colors of two brilliant Bluethroats, one of those 

Asian species that also breeds in Alaska. Though it was 

with apprehension that we approached the hallowed hillside 

at mile 72 known as THE spot to see Bristle-thighed 

Curlew on the peninsula: it was shrouded in fog. Would we 

see the bird? COULD we see the bird? A group that was 

just leaving had seen one, but they had to walk a ways. 

Walking a ways is not easy on sloped, hillocked tundra, 

akin to ambling over wet bowling balls. Forrest was not 

deterred. He had ALWAYS seen curlews, even if the group 

had to search for hours, but, he admitted, he had never 

searched in the rain. Water flowed down the narrow, uphill 

path carved by birders before us to the closest spot for 

curlews. When we reached the top we were unable to see 

far, but seemingly from afar a haunting whistle pierced the 

fog. And then there it was! A large shorebird with a 

decurved bill. Even through the mist we clearly saw its buff 

rump, confirming our curlew. It was all downhill from 

there, literally, not figuratively. 

    Now let’s do the numbers. Of the 115 species seen, 25 

were life birds for Sam and 12 for me. Also 8 life 

butterflies and 7 life mammals (including Grizzly Bear). 

Plus the
 
fourth warmest winter on record, a 40% decline in 

sea ice cover, and 98% of the state's glaciers are shrinking. 

From our static snapshot we couldn’t tell anything was 

wrong. Only through the long-term lens is climate change 

glaringly obvious. Yes, Alaska is a strange state to us of the 

Lower 48, but what kind of state will it be in 40+ years? 
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A Trip to Remember 

 

Michael Linz 
 

    A few years ago, before I started birding, if I heard 

someone talk about migrants from Mexico in Arizona, I 

would think of illegal immigrants crossing the border. 

Now I think of rare birds that migrate into the mountains 

of Arizona straying from their normal path or ones that 

pay no attention to country boundaries and take up 

residence there.   

    Recently Bob Harden, David Oakley and I decided to 

venture to southeast Arizona to see what masterpieces of 

his great works God would share with us. He shared 

with us the power of storms and water, the majesty of 

the mountains, the humility of the deserts, as well as the 

creatures that reside there. As Bob said more than 

once…”God is showing out for us!!!”  
 

 
Mexican Spotted Owl 

 

    The primary areas we visited were the Chiricahua 

Mountains, Huachuca Mountains, San Pedro River and 

the Santa Rita Mountains. The birding included activities 

from sitting in people’s backyard watching their feeders 

to hiking miles on mountain trails. Every activity would 

yield more new birds to us.   

    Our initial reason for August was to see 

hummingbirds that would be migrating this time of year. 

We managed to see 11 species of hummingbirds 

including Lucifer’s, White-eared and Plain-capped 

Starthroat. We all agreed that the Broad-billed may be 

the most beautiful but it was a tough decision. 

    Before we got to Arizona we had already added new 

targets that were not hummingbirds. Since the three of us 

carry cameras these were picked because of color and/or 

contrast that makes for great pictures, not necessarily the 

rarity of the species. Included in this list were Elegant 

Trogon, Montezuma Quail, Red-faced Warbler, Acorn 

Woodpecker, Phainopepla and Painted Redstart.  
 

 
Montzuma Quail 

 

    We managed to see all of our targets, as well as Lazuli 

Bunting, Varied Bunting, Lark Bunting, Rufous-capped 

Warbler, Golden Eagle, Mexican Spotted Owl, Black-

capped Gnatcatcher, Thick-billed Kingbird, and too 

many more to list.  

    My total for the week was 138 species, of which 83 

were life birds. David and Bob both picked up more than 

60 life birds each. 

    It seemed there were deer at every turn we made. We 

also saw black bear and a mountain lion. 

    It was certainly a trip I would recommend to anyone. 

And I know I will have to return as it looks like we 

missed over 200 species. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Best Birding Adventure 
 

 

 G. David Oakley 
 

    Just a note from my side.  We were based at three main locations - Portal, Sierra Vista, 

and Green Valley. We traveled to and from Arizona in four days, birding both ways, and 

then birded daylight to dark for seven days. I ended the trip with 61 life birds and I 

believe Bob and Michael had more.  I added eleven new hummingbird species to my 

list! My best birds were the Mexican Spotted Owls, the Rufous-capped and Red-faced 

Warblers, the Elegant Trogon, and the Montezuma Quail.   

    The image of the Rufous-capped Warbler was the bird we tried the hardest for and it 

was surely the toughest hike!  

    It was a trip to die for, and for sure the best birding adventure that I have ever 

experienced. 
 

          Rufous-capped Warbler 

           photo by David Oakley 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

    ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 

Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the corner 

of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs are free and 

open to the public.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

September 11, 2014 – The Beautiful Baltimore Checkerspot 
 

Speaker: Stephen Robertson, UALR  
 

     The black-and-orange Baltimore Checkerspot is a rare beauty found in several 

northern Arkansas counties, where its caterpillars specialize on False Foxglove. Come 

learn about this striking species’ interesting life history traits that help it survive. 

     While growing up in the Air Force, Stephen Robertson resided in four states, but 

spent the first years of his life in Aviano, Italy. He grew up with a fascination for 

insects. This led to studying entomology in college. He is currently an M.S. student at 

UALR, and intends to get a Ph.D. in Ecology with the aim of becoming a professor. 

Research is his great passion, and he hopes to continue doing so for as long as his 

body will allow. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

October 9, 2014 – Whirlwind Birding - Five States in Eleven Days 
 

Speakers: Doris and Dottie Boyles 
 

    In 2007 Doris Boyles, at age 73, set a goal to see 100 species of birds in 25 states. 

With 15 already completed, she planned a whirlwind trip to visit five states in 11 days 

with her daughter Dottie. They birded in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Sometimes it takes more than high hopes and wishful 

thinking to fulfill a dream. Come hear how they did and their many adventures along 

the way. 

    Doris is an avid quilter and gardener, retired American Iris Society Judge, and 

collector of many things. She has been a serious birder since 2000.  

    Dottie works for the Arkansas Economic Development Commission. Her hobbies 

over the years have included hiking, painting, collecting, and making things. While 

she has always been interested in birds, she didn't become a serious birder until 2000. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

November 13, 2014 – Birds in a Changing Climate  
 

Speakers: Lynsy Smithson-Stanley and Tom Auer, National Audubon Society  
 

     Recent Audubon research has concluded that climate change is the most immediate 

and significant threat to the future existence of birds in North America. Nearly half of 

North American bird species are in danger, according to Audubon’s science. Staff 

from National Audubon Society’s science and climate team will present this new 

research, highlight implications for regional birds, and discuss the individual and 

collective opportunities that exist in Arkansas to lower carbon emissions and protect 

imperiled species.  

     Lynsy Smithson-Stanley is Deputy Director for National Audubon’s Climate and 

Strategic Initiative. A native Missourian, Lynsy attended the University of Missouri 

School of Journalism before working as a reporter and editor in MI and MO. Her 

Masters in mass communication research led her to New York City and to Climate 

Nexus, a start-up that focuses on climate change communication to the public. She 

joined Audubon after three years at Climate Nexus. 

     Tom Auer, Important Bird Areas Biologist. Tom has recently helped institute an 

organizational species taxonomy standard and has been involved in data management 

and analyses, visualization, and GIS work throughout Audubon. He holds a B.S. in 

Biology from the University of Minnesota - Duluth and a MS in Geography from 

Penn State. A conservation data specialist, Tom has experience in environmental web 

mapping and cyberinfrastructure projects, and is an active eBirder. 
 

 

Rare Species Visits Pine Bluff 
 

    A Red Phalarope was spotted by John 

Redman on August 2nd, at the Boyd Point 

Wastewater Treatment Facility in Pine 

Bluff. The bird was photographed by Delos 

McCauley and Doc George. Several birders 

tried the next day to see this rare visitor to 

Arkansas, but the bird had apparently 

slipped away during the night.  
 

 
photo by Doc George   

 

___________________________________ 
 

Election of Officers and 

Board Members 
 

    The election of ASCA Officers and 

Board Members will take place during the 

December meeting.  

    The Nominating Committee for 2015 

consists of Dottie Boyles (Chair), Doris 

Boyles, and DeLynn Hearn. 

    According to ASCA Bylaws, Officers 

are elected every two years and Board 

Members every year.  

    The slate of Officers and Board 

Members  to be elected will be listed in the 

next issue of The Snipe. As always 

nominations may be made from the floor 

during the December meeting. 

    ASCA is still in need of a recording 

secretary. Presently this position is being 

filled on a meeting by meeting basis. If you 

are interested in filling this important 

position please contact someone on the 

Nominating Committee. 

___________________________________ 
 

Arkansas Odonata State Record 
 

    While birding at Lake Dardanelle, Jim 

Dixon photographed a beautiful blue and 

black damselfly. He posted the photo to his 

Facebook page and David Arbour 

recognized it as a Big Bluet. It was 

submitted and accepted by OdonataCentral 

(the Birds Records Committee of the 

odonata world) as the first one ever 

recorded in Arkansas. 

    Congratulations Jim on such a great find! 
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    ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 

carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 

birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to see a 

life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen 

Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring 

plenty of water with you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 13, 2014 

Bell Slough South WMA—Mayflower 
 

    Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the main entrance to Bell Slough Wildlife Management Area 

(WMA). Our target birds will be migrating fall warblers. Bell Slough is a mix of 

ecosystems consisting of 2,040 acres of woodlands and wetlands situated between Little 

Rock and the Mayflower/Conway region. There are 117 species of birds documented for 

the area, including the adjacent waterfowl resting habitat. The Bell Slough Kenny 

Vernon Nature Trail consists of three connecting trails, each ranging in length from 

about a half-mile to 2 1/4 miles. The WMA also has a nice mix of wildflowers that 

attract numerous butterflies. Wear sturdy walking shoes. This will be a morning trip.   

    From Little Rock, go west on I-40. Exit I-40 at Mayflower (Exit 135) and turn east 

(right) at the light onto Hwy. 89. Then turn south (right) just past the commuter parking 

lot. Follow the service road paralleling I-40, then veer right at the fork. This is the new 

road to Grassy Lake Road. After crossing the Palarm Creek bridge, turn left into the 

WMA parking lot.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

October 4, 2014 

Frog Bayou WMA—Dyer (Crawford Co.) 
 

    Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot located at Exit 135 off I-40 West. 

Frog Bayou WMA is one of Arkansas’ newest AGFC wildlife management areas, 

established in 2005. This former farm is a wetland restoration area, with migratory 

waterfowl as its main user. Secretive marsh birds like rails, Sora, and American Bittern 

will be our target birds. A variety of wading birds such as herons, egrets, ibis, and night-

herons also visit the area. Walking will be on unpaved, level paths. Bring boots. If time 

allows, we will check the Alma Sewage Treatment ponds for Black-bellied Whistling-

Ducks. Bring water, snacks, and lunch. We’ll return to Little Rock by late afternoon. 

    For those in western Arkansas who would like to join us, meet our group at 8:45 a.m. 

at the Phillips 66 Kountry Xpress Truck Stop located at Dyer Exit 20 on the south side 

of I-40. The truck stop is on your right just before the Hwy. 64 intersection. Breakfast 

and lunch buffets are available at the truck stop. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

November 22, 2014 

Nimrod Lake and Harris Brake Lake—Perryville 
 

    Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the west Little Rock Walmart parking lot (northwest corner) on 

Hwy. 10/Cantrell Rd. We’ll caravan to the dam site at Nimrod Lake and start our 

exploration with a short walk across the dam. We’ll then travel to various access points 

along the lake. Nimrod Lake is Arkansas’s oldest reservoir, created by the Army Corps 

of Engineers in 1942 by damming the Fourche LaFave River. 

    Next, we’ll drive to Harris Brake Lake and look for more waterfowl. Our target birds 

will be eagles, ducks, mergansers, loons, and Osprey. Harris Brake Lake was built in 

1955 and is the third largest lake owned by AGFC. The lake is located one mile south of 

Perryville. Walking will be limited. No boots are needed. Bring binoculars, scopes, 

drinks, snacks, and lunch. We should be back to Little Rock by mid-afternoon. 
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ASCA Field Trip 

 Schedule  

Nao Ueda 
 

    The birding community was 

saddened to hear of the sudden 

death of Nao Ueda on July 29, 

2014. She moved to Arkansas at 

the age of 16 from Kanazawa, 

Ishikawa, Japan. She liked 

gardening, cooking, biking, native 

plants, bird watching, cats, dogs, 

chickens, goats, pollinators, clean 

air, and environmental protection. 

    Her enthusiasm for life and 

contagious laugh were inspirations 

to all who knew her. 

    In 2006, Nao co-founded the 

Arkansas Sustainability Network 

(ASN). She started the ASN Local 

Food Club and helped coordinate 

the first ever green expo in 

Arkansas. Along with recycling, 

composting, and conserving energy 

and water, she raised chickens and 

honeybees, grew much of her own 

food, harvested rainwater, and 

practiced urban foraging.  

    She documented her efforts on 

her blog GreenARByTheDay.com. 

    Nao was employed at Audubon 

Arkansas from August 2009-Sept 

2011. She was a third year law 

student at the UALR William H. 

Bowen School of Law. 

     In a statement posted to 

ARbird-L, Dan Scheiman stated, 

"Today the birding community lost 

our dear friend Nao Ueda. Some of 

you will know her from ASCA 

field trips and AAS meetings. She 

worked alongside me at Audubon 

Arkansas for a time. She was an 

outspoken environmental advocate 

and a green guru who showed us 

all how to live a sustainable 

lifestyle. Nao was well known in 

the Little Rock community for her 

work with the Arkansas 

Sustainability Network, for her 

urban homestead in downtown 

Little Rock, and for her blog, 

Green AR by the Day. She was in 

the midst of getting a degree in 

environmental law." 

    Nao and Eddie Moore attended 

the July 12, ASCA field trip to Dr. 

Lester Sitzes III Bois D'Arc WMA. 

She was excited to have added four 

more species to her life list. 

 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
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June 14, 2014 

AGFC Delta Rivers Nature Center and Lake Saracen 
 

    Twenty members and friends of ASCA met at the Delta 

Rivers Nature Center in Pine Bluff. The parking lot was full of 

Baltimore Orioles, Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and Great Crested 

Flycatchers. 

     After admiring a 10-foot alligator and three enormous 

alligator snapping turtles, we paid a quick visit to the resident 

male and female Bald Eagles. We also saw the female Bald 

Eagle's new roommate, a Barred Owl, who sleepily peeked out 

at us from his log home cavity. We walked the primitive trail, 

which skirts the bayou and back waters of the Arkansas River, 

and saw a number of summer residents.  At one spot, two male 

Wood Ducks were perched on a snag only yards across the 

slough. At the final boardwalk, a very cooperative Northern 

Parula circled just above our heads. 

    On to Lake Saracen, where we saw a lone Double-crested 

Cormorant. We also had Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, plus a 

cooperative first year male Orchard Oriole, a singing Common 

Yellowthroat, and a Yellow-breasted Chat. Delos McCauley 

showed us two Baltimore Orioles' pendulum nests, plus an 

Eastern Kingbird nest with parents in residence. 

    Our final stop was at Wilbur West Road. As we approached 

the wetlands, we spotted a soaring female Anhinga. Everyone 

jumped out of their cars to watch as it circled with several 

Mississippi Kites. Next to the road, we watched a young 

Green Heron feeding on crustaceans. Further down we found a 

great group of birds. There were Little Blue Herons in all 

phases of breeding plumage, Snowy and Great Egrets, and 

Least and Forster's Terns. We also had Dickcissels, Indigo 

Buntings, and more singing Common Yellowthroats.  

    With good birds, low humidity, a surprising lack of 

mosquitoes and great birding friends, we had a wonderful day. 

________________________________________________ 

July 12, 2014 

Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D'Arc WMA 
 

    Thirty people met at the McDonald's in Hope before 

continuing on to the Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D'Arc WMA. 

While at McDonald's, our sharp-eyed birders spotted several 

Great-tailed Grackles patrolling the parking lot.  

    At the WMA, we found a smorgasbord of birds. Great and 

Snowy Egrets, Little Blue Herons in all color phases, and 

Great Blue Herons dotted the lakeside. The east end of the 

lake housed a good-sized rookery of Cattle Egrets, including 

additional Snowy and Great Egrets, their fuzzy youngsters, 

and a Black-crowned Night-Heron. The always raucous Purple 

and Common Gallinules kept a close eye on their small chicks 

as the little ones teetered across the tops of water lotus on their 

spindly legs and oversized feet. 

    Anhingas were swimming and soaring, while Double-

crested Cormorants fished. Green Herons were everywhere! 

The Least Bitterns were calling, but a challenge to see. Several 

flew back and forth but would only perch briefly in full view. 

A life bird for several in the group. Hundreds of Northern 

Rough-winged, Tree, and Cliff Swallows skimmed the surface 

of the lake or circled overhead. Mississippi Kites, Yellow-

billed Cuckoos, Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, Baltimore and 

Orchard Orioles, plus a Belted Kingfisher, all put in an 

appearance. Two alligators were seen, one quite close to 

shore. We were briefly distracted from our bird watching by a 

swarm of honey bees forming a huge hanging cluster in the 

tree next to the dock. 

    We left the WMA around noon and drove to Millwood 

Lake. Our goal was to find White Ibis and Tricolored Herons. 

The water level was very high, which left little habitat, so no 

target birds. We did spot one American White Pelican resting 

on the lake. At the River Run East spillway, dozens of Snowy 

and Great Egrets, and a few Great Blue Herons lined both 

sides of the spillway. One enormous alligator lurked in the 

backwater of the boat ramp, a reinforcement of the “No 

Swimming” warnings. We called it a day and headed back to 

Little Rock with a good tally of interesting and showy birds. 

__________________________________________________ 

August 23, 2014 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
 

    Thirty-eight intrepid birders braved the hottest weekend of 

the summer and headed to Bald Knob NWR to stand around in 

the glaring sun, with temperatures climbing to 101 degrees, 

and sorted through hundreds of itty bitty shorebirds in the 

mudflats of the refuge. Arriving at the refuge, our first 

sighting was Joe Neal, David Oakley, and Mitchell Pruitt who 

were stopped in the road. They were hearing Sedge Wrens. 

    The main group headed to the night-heron swamp hoping 

for a sighting of the elusive birds. Two Black-crowned Night-

Herons made a brief appearance, along with a couple of Green 

Herons. A nice surprise were the two dozen Wood Ducks that 

flushed. 

    Back at the mudflats, we sorted through peeps, egrets, and 

herons. Great and Snowy Egrets, and Great Blue Herons were 

scattered everywhere in the mudflats and rice fields. The 

mottled second-year Little Blue Herons were a treat for our 

newer birders. Two immature White Ibises flew low over the 

group. The best shorebirds were several Upland Sandpipers, a 

Black-bellied Plover, Black-necked Stilts, Short and Long-

billed Dowitchers, Semipalmated Plovers, and Wilson's 

Snipes. We also picked up Spotted, Solitary, and 

Semipalmated Sandpipers mixed in with dozens of yellowlegs, 

and Least and Pectoral Sandpipers, with a couple of Westerns 

thrown in. One of the few non-shorebirds we saw was a 

Yellow Warbler, a life bird for one birder.  

   By noon we gave up and headed home. In spite of the heat, 

two cars with flat tires, plus one that had to be jumped because 

of a malfunction in the headlights that drained the battery, the 

field trip was declared a rousing success by all. The Northwest 

Arkansas contingent, who had left Fayetteville at 4:30 a.m., 

were impressed by the refuge. They were amazed that we 

considered the day a slow shorebird day.   

 

   Field Trip Reports 
     Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator  
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.asca.org or mail a check to the address below. 
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The Snipe is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, you can visit their 

website at: 
 

www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratory_

rehablist.pdf  

_____________________________________ 
 

The Snipe is sponsored in part by: 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only Member, 

notify Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. Box 6213, 

Sherwood, AR 72124.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company and 

NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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