THE SNIPE

N =&\ Charles Mills

The Newsletter of the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas

President’s Column
Birding State Lands
State Park Dedicated

What’s Inside?
Page 2 Upcoming Programs ~ Page 5
Page 3 Upcoming Field Trips Page 6
Page 4 Field Trip Reports Page 7

www.ascabird.org

June —August 2013

New Look for ASCA's Website

Jim Dixon

After 15 years of hard work maintaining the Society's website Lyndal York asked if | would be willing to take over as
webmaster. After reviewing the existing site and based on my experience maintaining other websites | decided to install
WordPress to make the job easier. WordPress is a very popular and free content management system that allows authors

to publish news in the form of blog posts easily.

The new site went live over the Memorial Day
weekend after most of the content from the existing
website was posted to the new site. Although users
will be redirected to the new site, it can still
accessed using the same web address as before -
www.ascabird.org or simply ascabird.org.

The main page will feature the latest news,
upcoming events, notable bird sightings from
around the state, archived articles by month and
category, and other information.

This site will be dynamic as members make new
meeting announcements, post field trip reports, or
add new bird identification tips. | hope to enlist the
aid of a few members and allow them to be
contributing authors so they too can publish directly
to the site without the aid of the webmaster.
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Events on June 8, 2013
Field Trip
Starts: 7:00 am
Ends: June 8, 2013 - 3:00 pm
Location: Mount Magazine State Park
Description: Join members of ASCA and Park Interpreter Don Simons for a “Bird and Butterfly Ramble® on top of Mt. Magazine to
enjoy birds, butterfies, and wildflowers. Rufuous-crowned Sparrows, warblers, buntings, tanagers, swallowtails, fitillaries, and
others are likely to be found. Arkansas's premier butterfly expert and author Lori Spencer is assisting the group late in the
moming. Go to hitp://wp.ascabird org/2p=40 for more information.

More details...

@ Field Trip to Magazine Mountain State Park
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Membership

oin members of ASCA and Park Interpreter Don Simons for a “Bird and Butterfly Ramble” on top of Mt. Magazine to enjoy birds,
lbutterfies, and wildflowers. Rufuous-crowned Sparrows, warblers, buntings, tanagers, swallowtails, fitllaries, and others are likely to
lbe found. Arkansas's premier butterfly expert and author Lori Spencer is assisting the group late in the morning

Those in the Little Rock area, meet at 7:00 a.m. at the west Little Rock Wal Mart parking lot (northwest comer) on Hwy. 10. We'll
aravan Hwy. 10 to Havana, then take Hwy. 309 up the mountain. We should arrive at the Visitor Center around 9:00 a.m. for anyone
fwho would like to meet us there. We'll walk some unpaved trails, so wear sturdy shoes. Bring water, snacks, and lunch, or eat in the
LLodge restaurant. We'll get back to Little Rock mid-aftemoon. Go to www.mountmagazinestatepark.com for more information about

o

e To see training videos from the Cornell Ornithology Lab and others, click the "Birding Videos" link in "Categories."
e To read past editions of the newsletter, click the "Snipe Newsletter” link in "Categories."

e To see what happened in March 2013, click the link in "Archives."
e To learn more about a Brown Booby someone spotted at Lake Norrell, click on that link.

e To find out what the Society has planned, click the "Calendar" link in the horizontal menu bar.

e To learn more about birding or conservation hover over those links in the menu bar until a sub-menu appears and then click

on the section for more information.

As this newsletter goes to print, I am still adding content to the site. If there is something you'd like to see, let me know

and I will try to accommodate that request.
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President’s Column

Change on the Horizon

Some changes are on the horizon for the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
(ASCA). Recently a person joined ASCA
by using our online  membership
opportunity. A couple of months later she
became upset because she had not received
any communication or news from the
organization and requested her membership
be withdrawn. Because of that, our new
treasurer Jim Dixon volunteered to set up a
centralized list by way of a listserv, in order
for members to receive announcements. He
is currently working with Lyndal York, our
unsung hero, who maintained the original
ASCA website, in order to achieve this. As
treasurer Jim has access to all membership
information, therefore it makes sense that he
keeps the list updated and functioning.

After serving for 15 years as ASCA's
Webmaster, Lyndal York has decided to
retire. Effective immediately Jim Dixon will
take over as webmaster. Lyndal, who
designed the original site from scratch, is
going to take a much deserved rest. The
members of ASCA would like to thank
Lyndal for his many years of service and let
him know how much his dedication has
been appreciated.

There was change on the horizon 15 years
ago and there is change again. While we do
not plan to burden any of our members with
a flood of emails, all members will receive a
copy of the meeting minutes, treasurer's
report, and agenda for each upcoming
meeting.

This change will give members not only
an easy way to know what is happening in
the organization, but a way to offer
suggestions and/or opinions on all activities.
Already included in the agenda is the current
field trip information, but details may be
added such as carpool locations and species
we are hoping to see while on the trip. Karen
Holliday, our field trip coordinator, is
wonderful. She not only includes all the
organizational information, and birding
information, she includes suggestions for
wearing apparel and eating spots!

For the last year | have been trying to
make certain | obtain email addresses for
everyone attending the meetings whether
they are a member or a visitor. Before the
next month’s meeting I contact the person,
then include them on a makeshift email list |
compiled from regular meeting participants
and new additions. The rest of you have
been left to get your information from the
ASCA website or the ARbird-L listserv. It
has not made our group a cohesive group
where most members feel like a valued
integral part of the membership. Since the
advent of emails we have all become
dependent upon reminders and updates
being sent to us and ASCA has not been up
to date in communicating. That is going to
change! We want all of our members to
know what is happening and the
opportunities you have for birding,
education, sightseeing, and camaraderie.

Jane Gulley
ASCA President

ASCA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder, ASCA membership renewals were due January 1, 2013. It’s not too late to
renew. Pay on-line via PayPal or Google Wallet through the Membership page of
www.ascabird.org or checks can be mailed to Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Drive,

Little Rock, AR 72211.
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Birding State Lands in The Natural State

Dan Scheiman
Bird Conservation Director, Audubon Arkansas

Birds abound in The Natural State. Southeast regional
specialties  include King Rail, Red-cockaded
Woodpecker, and Bachman’s Sparrow. State lands
provide easy access in which to see birds and the
habitats they depend on. Managed by the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission (AGFC), Wildlife
Management Areas (WMAS) across the state should be
destinations for any birder. Here are some sites favored
by fellow Arkansas birders.

Within the swath of vast bottomland hardwoods
known as the Big Woods lies Sheffield Nelson Dagmar
WMA. It offers hiking, camping, and canoeing within a
setting of majestic bottomland hardwoods, lakes,
sloughs, and bayous. Bayou DeView flows through the
area and is dominated by cypress up to 1200 years old.
A hike into Apple Lake Waterfowl Rest Area in winter
will be rewarded with waterfowl and up to seven species
of woodpeckers. Also in winter look for Rusty
Blackbirds flipping leaves along seasonal pools. In
summer, Prothonotary Warblers nest along the
waterways.

Also in eastern Arkansas, Steve N. Wilson Raft
Creek Bottoms WMA is a complex of restored
wetlands and prairie. Mottled Duck is a possibility here,
as are rallids — King Rail, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common
Gallinule and Purple Gallinule. These secretive
marshbirds are still rare and hard to detect, but AGFC is
working to improve marsh habitat here and at other
WMASs. The prairie along Cypert Road is reliable for
Bell’s Vireo, Grasshopper Sparrow, and Blue Grosbeak
during April-June.

Another wetland restoration site is at Freddie Black
Choctaw Island WMA. Visit the expansive cattail
marsh of the WMA’s West Unit in spring and summer
for a chance at secretive marshbirds like Mottled Duck,
Least Bittern, and King Rail. Later in the season, Wood
Stork, Roseate Spoonbill, Anhinga, and Tricolored
Heron are possible, and many other waders are likely.
Access is walk-in only. A short stretch down Highway 4
is the East Unit, the only WMA located inside the
Mississippi River levee. It is a migration stop and
nesting site for a slew of migrants such Mississippi Kite,
Painted Bunting, and Baltimore Oriole. Least Terns nest
on Choctaw Bar Island, just across the river channel.

In central Arkansas, close to Little Rock, Maumelle
River WMA encompasses Lake Maumelle. From
November through March, the lake hosts a high
concentration of Common Loons, and now almost

annually small numbers of Red-throated Loons with the
occasional Pacific and even Yellow-billed Loon!
Between Little Rock and Conway is Camp Robinson
Special Use Area. The special use of this area is for
field trials, i.e. training and competing dogs to flush
captive-reared quail, between October and March.
During April and May, the area is a reliable place for
Bachman’s Sparrow, specifically along Skid Tank Road.
Bell’s Vireo and Painted Bunting are likely. Over 90
butterfly species have been observed, including the rare
Diana Fritillary. Birds and butterflies are helped by the
annual, rotational prescribed burns that keep the oak
savannah habitat open so trainers can see their dogs.

Prescribed fire is also a key management tool at Rick
Evans Grandview Prairie WMA in southwest
Arkansas. Grandview Prairie represents the largest,
contiguous tract of blackland prairie in public ownership
in the nation. It is a reliable spot for seeing multiple
Painted Buntings in a day. Other expected species in
season include Northern Bobwhite, Loggerhead Shrike,
Bell's Vireo, Sedge Wren, Le Conte’s Sparrow, and
Henslow's Sparrow. Insects of note include the Diana
Fritillary and Microstylum morosum, the largest robber
fly in the state (up to 2 inches). Fans of prehistoric
animals should look for (but don’t take) fossilized
bivalve shells in areas of exposed soil, evidence the area
was once a shallow sea.

A great place for pineland specialists such as Red-
cockaded Woodpecker, Brown-headed Nuthatch, and
Bachman’s Sparrow is Moro Big Pine Natural Area
WMA. Potlatch Forest Holdings, Inc., owns this area in
south-central Arkansas, but a conservation easement
provides public access and permanent protection. Red-
cockaded Woodpecker cavity trees are marked with an
orange ring at the base. Habitat management includes
thinning and burning.

Along the Arkansas River near Fort Smith lies Frog
Bayou WMA. This former farm turned wetland attracts
large concentrations of waterfowl and waders across
seven moist soil units. A lucky duck might find Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck, Least Bittern, or White-faced
Ibis. Painted Buntings, Bell’s Vireos, and Yellow
Warblers are widespread here and throughout the river
valley.

Not a wildlife management area, but an area whose

management attracts wildlife is Charlie Craig State
See Birding State Lands on page 5



Dedication of Mississippi River State Park and
Grand Opening of the Park Visitor Center

Joan Ellison, Public Information Officer
Arkansas State Parks

Arkansas State Parks and U.S. Forest Service officials
took part in a dedication ceremony for Mississippi River
State Park near Marianna on Thursday, May 16 at 11:00
a.m. The event also marked the grand opening of the
park’s visitor center, a 12,208-square-foot facility that
will be staffed by both Arkansas State Parks and U.S.
Forest Service employees to serve as an information and
interpretive center for the state park and the St. Francis
National Forest.

S Departmen of Parks & Tourism photo

Mississippi River State Park is the newest of 52 state
parks administered by the State Parks Division of the
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism. In 1966,
during former Governor Orval Faubus’ administration,
this area was proposed as a state park, but the idea was
dropped due to lack of funding. The park was authorized
by Act 859 of 1973. Through the years, Arkansas State
Parks studied various sites along the Mississippi River,
the nation’s second longest river. On May 20, 1999, the
Arkansas State Parks, Recreation and Travel
Commission voted to partner with the U.S. Forest
Service for a state park to be developed within the St.
Francis National Forest through a special use permit
from the Forest Service.

Several separate sites in the national forest will
comprise the state park, including the Bear Creek Lake
Recreation Area, the Hornor Neck Lake Access, the
confluence of the St. Francis and Mississippi Rivers, and
the Storm Creek Lake Recreation Area. Arkansas State
Parks’ development of Mississippi River State Park will
be phased over the next several years. As facilities are
developed at all these former U.S. Forest Service sites,
the state park will eventually encompass 536 acres, or
approximately 2.4 percent of the forest’s acreage. The
22,600-acre St. Francis National Forest stretches along
Crowley’s Ridge and borders the Mississippi River.

Phase | development of the state park included
improvements at the Beech Point Campground in the
Bear Creek Lake Recreation Area; the construction of
the park visitor center, a park residence, and a barrier-
free trail; and improvements in the Day-use Area.

The Beech Point Campground near Marianna was
completed last fall. Accessed from Ark. 44, and situated
on a wooded peninsula in the lake, this former Forest
Service campground now features 14 Class AAA
campsites with water/electric/sewer hookups, three
walk-in tent sites, and a barrier-free bathhouse.
Improvements to the campground include the access
road and all utilities, new water and wastewater
treatment and distribution systems.

The Day-use Area adjacent to the campground
includes picnic sites, swimming, a boat ramp, and the
Bear Creek Lake Nature Trail, a one-mile loop trail.

The visitor center features a 9,658-square-foot main
building and a 2,550-square-foot multi-purpose building.
A 930-square-foot exhibit gallery interprets the Delta,
Crowley’s Ridge, and the Mississippi River. Discovery
based and interactive, the exhibits connect visitors to the
natural, cultural, and historic resources of Mississippi
River State Park and the St. Francis National Forest.
Realistic representations of wildlife, geologic features,
and other natural elements are included.
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Located along the Mississippi Flyway and listed on
the Audubon Great River Birding Trail, the park offers a
diverse array of birding and watchable wildlife
opportunities.

For further information on park hours and fees,
contact: Mississippi River State Park at 870-295-4040.



Upcomeng Programs

ASCA meets at 7:00 PM, the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould Fletcher Library
(except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the corner of Buchanan and H Streets,
just off North University Ave. The programs are free and open to the public.

June 13, 2013 — Birding on the Fly
Speakers: Dale and Craig Provost

All of us have gone on bird-focused trips, whether an ASCA field trip to a nearby
park, or a multi-week trip to another country. But sometimes we go on trips across the
state or across the world that are not focused on birding. Craig and Dale will discuss
ways to work in birding opportunities on non-birding trips, and to optimize finding
special species you want, whether you are on a business trip or a family vacation (with
non-birders). Of course, these techniques will also enhance true birding trips. Craig will
explain ways of increasing the possibility of finding new birds, while Dale will show her
photos of some of those "bonus birds" that they found while on otherwise-oriented trips
to Manhattan, Colorado, Utah, Belize, Costa Rica, Paris, Scotland, Italy, South Africa,
and more.

Dale Provost has a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of North Texas.
The majority of her career as a Psychologist was spent serving Veterans at the Little
Rock VA. She retired last year. Dale became addicted to birding in 1995 on a trip to
Beaumont, TX, when they spent a day at High Island during migration. Craig learned to
love birds from his mother, becoming interested in them at a young age. He earned a
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology at the University of North Texas. They met and
married in Denton, TX.

July 11, 2013 — Sprinkler System Efficiency
Speaker: Mark Brown, University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture

Water is a precious resource. During the summer months as much as 80% of the
water used by an average home is for outdoor use. Homeowners watering their lawns
and landscapes are the main source of this outdoor use. There are lawn care practices
that, if followed, can reduce the need for irrigation and still allow your lawn to be
healthy and green. The tips you learn at this talk will save you money as well as water.

Mark has been a Pulaski County Extension Agent since April 2010, specializing in
outdoor water conservation and turfgrass management. His specialties include lawn
care, turfgrass diseases, soil testing, and outdoor water efficiency. He has B.S. in
Turfgrass Science from the University of Arkansas-Fayetteville, and is currently a
graduate student in Agriculture Education at the University of Arkansas. He is a native
Arkansan from Bryant.

August 8, 2013 — History, Benefits and Values of Arkansas State Parks
Speaker: Greg Butts, Arkansas State Parks

We’ve all visited Arkansas’s state parks, but how much do we really know about our
park system? Greg will cover the history of the state park system, those that had great
influence on shaping it, managing and maintaining a modern state park system, birding
opportunities, how to stay connected to park programs and events, and the parks’
benefits and values.

Greg Butts, Arkansas State Parks Director, is responsible for directing the operation
of 52 state parks, all central office operations in Little Rock, and five regional offices.
Additionally he oversees the Outdoor Recreation Grants program, which provides
technical assistance and grants to Arkansas communities. Greg was appointed State
Parks Director in 1990. Prior to that he served as a park planner, and Manager of
Planning and Development for State Parks. He has an MS in Recreation from the
University of Arkansas. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Award for his
accomplishments from the National Association of State Park Directors in 2011.
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Birding State Lands

Continued from page 3

Fish Hatchery in the state’s northwest
corner. The hatchery, with its shallow
ponds and temporary mudflats, is one of
the few wetlands available in the region
following the plowing of the Ozark
prairies. Thirty-six species of shorebirds
have been recorded there, including
migrating Piping Plovers. Waterfowl,
wading birds, and rails also take advantage
of the open water habitat and food supply.
State rarities at this popular birding
location include Least Grebe, Snowy
Plover, Cinnamon Teal, Prairie Falcon,
Say’s  Phoebe, and Yellow-headed
Blackbird. If the east gate is open, birders
are welcome to drive on the levees, but be
courteous to hatchery workers. If the gate
is closed then walk in.

For details and directions to these and
other Arkansas WMAS, visit
www.agfc.com/hunting/Pages/wmalL.ist.as
px. Note hunting seasons and restrictions
for each site. Wear hunter orange during
deer season. For more on species
occurrence at each site, explore eBird at
ebird.org. For even more information
about birding Frog Bayou WMA, Charlie
Craig State Fish Hatchery, and other
regional hotspots visit Northwest Arkansas
Audubon Society’s website at
www.nwarkaudubon.org/id17.html.  The
official state checklist can be found at
http://www.arbirds.org/pdf/AAS_fieldlist0

9.pdf.
Looking for specific species in
Arkansas? Contact Dr. Dan ‘“the Bird

Man” Scheiman at 501-244-2229 or
dscheiman@audubon.org.

by Charles Mills

Least Bittern




2013 International Migratory
Bird Day

Dan Scheiman

The 2013 International Migratory Bird
Day event, held May 11 at Holland Bottoms
WMA in Jacksonville, was filled with fun
for everyone and life birds for several. The
event was jointly hosted by Audubon
Arkansas and the Audubon Society of
Central Arkansas, with support from the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.
Twenty-six birders discovered the birding
potential of a WMA on the outskirts of a
large urban area. Shrubby and edge habitat
held Indigo Buntings, Yellow-breasted
Chats, White-eyed Vireos, a Blue
Grosbeak, and a Common Yellowthroat. On
the waterfowl rest area we saw four
Wilson's Phalaropes, Great Egrets, Least
Sandpipers, and both Yellowlegs. Among
the Blue-winged Teal were a male Northern
Shoveler and two late American Wigeons.
A Marsh Wren remained elusive among the
grasses, and a Wild Turkey skedaddled
along the far side of the moist soil unit.

Closer to the campground we picked up
Broad-winged Hawk, Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, Red-eyed Vireo,
Philadelphia Vireo, Ovenbird, Black-and-
white  Warbler, Kentucky  Warblers,
American Redstart, Northern Parulas,
Blackburnian Warbler, Summer Tanagers,
Rose-breasted ~ Grosheak, and  two
Mississippi Kites.

After ASCA's walk | led a shorter walk
for additional event attendees, and helped
bird watchers of various skill levels get
good looks at Eastern Towhee, Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, Pine  Warblers, Indigo
Buntings, Gray Catbird, and Common
Yellowthroat.

Later in the day a birder and his step-son
showed up. Samantha and | helped them
see many of the birds seen by the last
group, plus a Magnolia and Palm Warbler.

photo by Ron Howard

ASCA Field Trip

Schedule

ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. You do not have to be a member of
ASCA to attend and carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great
opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more from experienced birders, or perhaps a
chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or
contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawkel@att.net or 501-920-3246.
Always bring plenty of water with you.

June 8, 2013
Mount Magazine State Park

Join members of ASCA and State Park Interpreter Don Simons for a “Bird and
Butterfly Ramble” on top of Mt.. Magazine to enjoy birds, butterflies, and wildflowers.
Rufous-crowned Sparrows, warblers, buntings, tanagers, swallowtails, fritillaries, and
others are likely to be found. Arkansas’s premier butterfly expert and author Lori
Spencer will be assisting the group late in the morning.

For those in the Little Rock area, meet at 7:00 a.m. at the west Little Rock Walmart
parking lot (northwest corner) on Hwy. 10. We’ll caravan Hwy. 10 to Havana, then
take Hwy. 309 up the mountain. We should arrive at the Visitor Center around 9:00
a.m. for anyone who would like to meet us there. We’ll walk some unpaved trails, so
wear sturdy shoes. Bring water, snacks, and lunch, or eat in the Lodge restaurant.
We’ll get back to Little Rock mid-afternoon. For more information about the park
visit: www.mountmagazinestatepark.com.

July 13, 2013
Arkansas Post National Memorial

Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the Dixon Rd. commuter lot, Exit 3 west off 1-530 South. The
commuter lot is south of Little Rock heading towards Pine Bluff. We’ll arrive around
8:45 a.m. at the National Park Service Visitor Center for those who want to meet us
there. Bring water and lunch. Target birds are Purple and Common Gallinules (and
their babies), Least Bittern, Bald Eagle, and summer songbirds. Alligators are also
possible! Located at the northern edge of the Gulf coastal plain, Arkansas Post's native
growth ranges from prairie grasses and lowland hardwood forests to wetland marshes
near the bayous and river. John James Audubon described, painted, and named the
Traill's Flycatcher while at Arkansas Post in the spring of 1822. For a checklist of the
park’s birds, go to www.nps.gov/arpo/index.htm.

Directions: From the Dixon Rd. commuter lot, continue south on 1-530 to Pine
Bluff. When 1-530 ends, exit to Hwy. 65. Follow Hwy. 65 to Gould and turn left onto
Hwy. 212. When Hwy. 212 ends, turn left (north) onto Hwy. 165 heading towards
Gillett, and cross over the Arkansas River. Continue on Hwy. 165 for five miles, then
turn right on Hwy. 169. Follow it two miles into the park.

August 17, 2013
Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge

Meet at 7:00 a.m. in North Little Rock at the Other Center parking lot on the east
side of the lot behind McDonald’s. The Other Center is located across from McCain
Mall, on McCain Blvd. Take Exit 1 west, off Hwy. 67/167. We’ll arrive at Bald Knob
NWR at around 8:30 a.m. for those who want to meet us there. The federal refuge is
also an Audubon Important Bird Area. We expect shorebirds, herons, egrets, night-
herons, and possibly Wood Storks and Roseate Spoonbills. It will be very hot so bring
plenty of water, snacks, sunscreen, and a hat. If you own a scope, bring it too. Very
little walking will be involved. There are no bathrooms on-site. There is a McDonald’s
just off Hwy. 67/167 at the Bald Knob exit. This is a morning trip. For more
information about the refuge visit: www.fws.gov/baldknob/.

6



http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net

Field Trip Reports

Lake Maumelle and WinRock Grass Farm

March 16, 2013

Thirty-five birders gathered at the Jolly Rogers Marina
on Lake Maumelle for ASCA's March field trip. Several
University of Central Arkansas ornithology students
made the trip from Conway to join the group. Common
Loons, Ring-billed and Bonaparte Gulls, and Purple
Martins were the most numerous birds. The wind kept
most of the woods birds quiet except for Pine Warblers.

From the marina, we caravanned to Loon Point, where
close to shore a Common Loon in full breeding plumage
wowed the group.

At Vista Point, there were more fishermen than birds,
so we moved on to Sleepy Hollow. There we picked up
Rusty Blackbirds, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Northern
Flicker, and Red-bellied and Pileated Woodpeckers.

We left the lake and headed to the former Winrock
Grass Farm, now owned by Central Arkansas Water.
CAW plans to restore the acreage to suitable habitat for
birds, native plants, and animals. The first bird we
spotted was an American Pipit out in the open. We
watched an Eastern Phoebe carrying nesting material to
her mud and lichen nest up in the rafters of the
equipment shed. Several Eastern Meadowlarks were
seen and heard singing, but no Westerns. The riparian
areas yielded a very cooperative Winter Wren, a
Louisiana Waterthrush, Red-shouldered Hawk, Yellow-
rumped Warblers, and an unexpected Brown-headed
Nuthatch. The bird of the day was the Eastern Phoebe.
We had singing phoebes at every stop. It was wonderful
to be out on a gorgeous, sunny, warm day enjoying the
spring weather and the birds. --Karen Holliday

Wapanocca National Wildlife Refuge

April 27, 2013

Despite threats of heavy rains, we made it to the very end of
the day with only a couple of sprinkles and a total of 90
species! Hopes were high for Wapanocca and though not the
best of Mississippi Flyway spring days, it did not disappoint.

We started the morning with House Wren, Prothonotary
Warblers, Yellow-throated Warbler, and Summer Tanagers;
can't complain about that. Not long after, one of the refuge’s
many Barred Owls flew out for everyone to view. As if that
wasn't enough, a few minutes later we were able to listen as
two hooted back and forth. We moved on down the main
refuge road, which is raised above the flooded woods, and
drove through a sea of blue. That blue being Indigo Buntings
(200+ throughout the day) with plenty of Blue Grosbeaks
mixed in.

The day got even better as we worked towards the refuge's
lake. In the field east of the lake we had numerous Palm
Warblers and two stunning male Painted Buntings chasing
each other. This field also held the largest gathering of Eastern
Kingbirds | had ever seen. At least 20 birds all together. Down
at the lake’s parking lot, we picked up Northern Waterthrush,
Blue-headed Vireo, another Palm Warbler, plus another
Summer Tanager. Scoping the lake produced the much
anticipated, but distant Western Grebe, also Double-crested
Cormorants, Ruddy Ducks, American Coots, Lesser Scaup,
and Blue-winged Teal.

Moving on from there, we continued to our lunch stop: a
delta "jungle," i.e. tangles of grapevine and poison ivy in a

dense canopied oak/hickory forest with scattered pawpaw -- a
beautiful sight! Here we had Swainson's Thrush, Kentucky
Warbler, and Ovenbird, in the presence of Red-headed and
Red-bellied Woodpeckers. We didn't stick around long after
two early birders confirmed the presence of American Bitterns
at the moist soils unit. As we worked our way to the back of
the refuge, we were finally able to get visuals on Baltimore
and Orchard Orioles we had heard but not seen all day.

As we came out of the woods into the bittern field, three
were already up and flying (a total of 4 for the day). After
everyone got good looks, Michael Linz and | waded out into
the wet, reedy field. It paid off. We got THE photo after
filling our boots with water and fighting off a slew of
cottonmouths. Well....maybe not the cottonmouth part, but we
did get in over our boot-tops.

Past the bitterns, in the large field at the final loop of the
refuge, we picked up Yellow Warbler, Lincoln's Sparrow,
Yellow-breasted Chat, a Green Heron, and a large flock of
Bobolinks and Dickcissels.

At end the day, | split from the group to get wet again
photographing the bitterns. On my little side trip | found a
Blackpoll Warbler, Philadelphia Vireo, and ANOTHER
Barred Owil all while listening to the bitterns' clunk-clunking.

It doesn't get much better than that on the Delta, sweet Delta.
--Mitchell Pruitt, Jonesboro
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The Snipe is published quarterly by the Audubon Society
of Central Arkansas. Our mission is to encourage
programs and activities supporting all things natural, wild,
and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability and
improvement, as well as to promote fellowship among
members, educate and inspire the public, and champion
the highest standards of ethical outdoor conduct.

Arkansas Rare Bird Alert (RBA)

The RBA lists rare and unusual birds found throughout
the state and if possible directions to these birds. To
report or hear the latest sightings, call 501-753-5853.
The number is listed as J.J. Audubon in the phone book.
It is the only white page listing with the last name
Audubon.

Find an Injured Bird?

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
authorized Migratory Bird Rehabilitator in your area, you
can visit their website at:
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_r
ehablist.pdf

Reporting a Banded Bird

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color Marker you
can visit the U.S. Geological Survey website at:
http://www.reportband.gov/.
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