Egret rookery destruc-

tion in Conway at the end
of July follows reports of de-
liberate devastation of rooker-
ies in Oklahoma and Texas,
often by government officials.
Fortunately, in Conway the
operation was stopped before
the area was completely de-
stroyed, but not before killing
and displacing hundreds per-
haps thousands of birds.

According to the Log
Cabin Democrat, bulldozer
work began on a new devel-
opment on Monday, July
20th. Developer Hal Crafton
and residents of nearby
neighborhoods report that they
were unaware that the rookery
existed. However, neighbors
had observed nest building be-
havior in the spring. Mr.
Crafton was quoted in the local
newspaper as saying the work
had only been in progress for
about three
days.

As a result of the de-
struction of at least a portion
of their nesting area, the cattle
egrets have descended on
nearby neighborhoods. The
soaring temperatures sent the
birds searching for shelter in
shady areas, including
garages. The search for water
had egrets congregating under
lawn sprinklers. Some egrets
that ended up in roadways were
hit by cars.

At least one local veteri-
narian, volunteers, and wildlife
rehabilitator are caring for the
birds. Young egrets are being
fed by hand, and bones are be-
ing set. Significant numbers of
egrets have already died as a
result of the incident. Autop-
sies indicate the primary cause
of death as stress. Most of the
adu it birds will probably sur-
vive, however the young will

My family is outraged by the
recent disturbance of the egret
nesting area wear our home. We
are very upset that nothing is
being downe to protect these birds
from hanu. They are being run
over, tormented and starved. The
birds have no idea what has hap-
peved and are simply wandering
around the area in shock. wWe are

requesting that the local Audubon

Society please take some timmedi-
ate action in protecting these
protected birds.
Thank You,
Mikel and Bridget Shinn
(Nathan, Hilary, and
Austin Shinn)

Conway, Arkansas

probably not make it.

Ron Parker of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service has
been called in to investigate.
Cattle egrets are protected by
the International Migratory Bird
Treaty. Penalties are a maxi-
mum $5000 fine and 60 days
in jail for each violation.
Construction in the area has
stopped. Local officials have
barricaded the area.

DelLynn Holleman

STOP STOP

PRESS PRESS
STOP STOP

PRESS PRESS

ASCA received this e-
mail from the Shinn family in
Conway as well as many
phone calls from others pro-
testing the destruction of a
Cattle Egret rookery by a
contractor pushing a new road
through a pine thicket.

The actions by the contractor
do appear to be unintentional,
however, John Holleman, our
President, has responded on
behalf of ASCA by writing
letters to Paula Casey the
U.S. Attorney, and Ron
Parker of the US Fish and
Wildlife Service asking for a
full investigation and vigorous
prosecution of the individual
involved, if he is found to be
negligent.
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- The National

- Audubon Society

: identifies pesticides

- as a major cause of

: bird population de-

- cline. Here are some

. ways of reducing or

- eliminating there use.
First, select

plants that are suit-

able for our climate

and growing condi-

tions. Second, pro-

vide good soil, cor-

: rect amount of light

- and water. If you

have chosen suitable

plants and the right

conditions they will

rarely be troubled by

disease or pests.
Even the most

- dedicated conserva-

. tionist will cave in

when a tree service

insists on spraying to

save a tree. They will

tell you the product

used is safe, but no

- pesticide is safe, even

: those registered with

: the EPA. For ex-

LRI I )
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WHAT’S INSIDE
August 22nd. field trip to Oakwood p.4
Cattle Egret Rookery destroyed.....p.6
Henslow's Sparrows breeding here......p.3

S

ample diazinon
causes devastating
bird kills but remains
legal for most users.
The birds eat the
dead and dying in-
sects and ingest the
poison too.

Get informa-

tion about the pest
problem, don’t just
take someones word
for it, and be an
informed consumer.
Call the Cooperative
Extension service in
your county, and
they can tell you if
the pest is a serious
problem or not and
they will recommend

the least toxic options.
If you must use these
chemicals then refrain
from broadcast spray-
ing during the nesting
season April through
June if at all possible.
Be a good neighbour
and let your
neighbours know the
day before of your
planned spraying.
Bring in all bird feed-
ers and cover bird-
baths, and keep chil-
dren and pets off the
area for 24 hours.
Lawn services
commonly use 2,4-D
for weed control, and
it has been shown to
increase the cancer
risk 8 times for farm-
ers who are exposed
to it 20 days or more a
year. A new safe alter-
native is available
called WOW (Without
Weeds) Itis a corn
gluten weed Kkiller.
Contact Gardens
Alive! 1-812-537-8650
for their mail order
catalog. So please, for
our wildlife’s sake,
stop using pesticides.
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Welcome New Members

i

Little Rock: Ms Tish Henslee,

J A Hopper, Mr Fred E Amold Jr,
Mrs Donna M Knutson, Mr Guy
Maris, C R Massey, Arnold
Mayersohn, Mary S Moriarty, Mrs
Randolph Murphy, Jeff Birch, Mrs
Janet M Boyce, Mr Davies B
Campbell, Forest Dailey, Mr Charles
Deaver, Lynda Deer, Donna J
Erickson, Mr Jack A Haynes, Bill
Ramsey, Paula Sargent, Mr Don
Schroeder, Dr J Sherman, R M Tho-
mas, Mieko Ueda, Mrs Nancy Waits,
Mrs Peggy P Wilhelm, Benny Kathy
Cagle, Ms Karen L Davis, Ruby
Dean, Ms Dana Downes-Hall, John
Forster, Wesley Hamilton, Ms
Marian McNulty, Carmen C Miller,
Mary R Peckham, Mrs Donald D
Vining, Virginia D Rhinehart,
Carolyn J Richesin, Carole Burke,
Derek F Alexander, S Currier, Paula
Peacock, Mr Edward E Pence, Mr-
Mrs William L Terry, Josh
Whitehurst, Catherine Axtell, Aaron
B Pierce, Sam C Sowell, Marvin
Winston.

North Little Rock: Geo L York,
June Noell, Brandy J Bauman,
Drew-Mallory Turner, Randy

Melnar, Jacqueline Johnson, Fred
Doyles, Mr Richard Brand, Marian
Stoll, Christine S Oots, Mrs Martha
Mayland. Benton: Ronda Cody,
Shannon Valenzuela, Vicki
Robinson, Norma L Boss, John P
Bethel, Bettye Edwards. Cabot: Ms
Jessie Gay, Lois Poliguin, Prudence
Seidenschwarz, Ms Lynda E Cucco.
Alexander: Mrs A Lewis, Mr-Mrs
Tom Gordon. Jacksonville: Heather
Grinder, Andrew-Suzann Luten, Mr
Robert Toburen. Maumelle:
Kristine Baird, Cathy D Gentry.
Roland: Randy L Johnson.
England: Eva R Krisell, Dolly H Mc
Clanahan, Vaclav Kesl. Lonoke:
Clarice Depriest, Mr Sheldon
Buterbaugh. Mabelvale: Kathy
Crone. De Valls Bluff: D Ellen
Jackson. Levy: Shirley McGrew.
Russellville: Linda A Polk.
Bauxite: Pat Burrow.

We hope your names will become
new faces on our field trips and at
our evening meetings. This is YOUR
chapter now. Please feel free to call
any of our board members/ directors
to get involved in our activities.

Rare Bird Alert

Swallow-tailed Kites have been seen

and singing Henslow’s Sparrows
were heard on the Flanagan Prairie
Natural Area ( Franklin County)in
northwest Arkansas.

HOTLINES

SEN. Tim Hutchinson:
REP. Jay Dickey:
REP. Marion Berry:
REP. Vic Snyder:

National Audubon Hotline: 202-861-2242 Afier hours press 4 when greeting heard
Gives information on Audubon’s current issues. 24hour/7day.
National Wildlife Federation Legislative: 202-797-6655 A 4 minute message
updated on Tuesdays. 24hour/7day.
Congressional Reference service: 202-225-1772 Leamn status of any Federal Bill,
have number or title of bill ready. 9 A M. to 6 PM.
SENATORS anpo REPRESENTATIVES
SEN. Dale Bumpers: 202-224-4843, LR 324-6286 E-M senator@bumpers.senate.gov
202-224-2353, LR  324-6336
202-225-3772, PB 536-1221
202-225-4076, JB 972-4600
202-225-2506, LR 324-5941

Asca Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853 Leam
what unusual birds have been seen locally.
Have a question about Audubon? Then leave
a message here, or asca@aristotle.net

\
Audubon Society of

Central Arkansas
OFFICERS
President: John Holleman, 4011
Front Dr. Benton 72015, 847-6955(H),
370-9192(W), 944-7083(Cellular), 370-
9373 (FAX) ‘
Assistant to the President: Kelly
Morrissey 5209 J St. Little Rock
AR 72205, 614-9760 (H) 663-9198 (W)
661-9215 (FAX)
Vice-President:  Vacant
Recording Secretary: Tom & Debra -,
Kienzle 5 Piney Ct Maumelle 72113
851-2397(H)
Treasurer: Barry Haas, 3900 Doral Dr. \/
LR 72212-2826, 225-5096(H&W), 221-
7018(FAX), e-mail babirder@aol.com
Editor: Robert Lashiey, 11 Cynthia '
Circle LR 722054618, 221-2630 e-mail
76231.2734@compuserve.com
DIRECTORS
Rob Doster, 2321 Blackwood
Rd. Little Rock 72207, 664-7964(H),569-
2281 (W)e-mail
rhdd172@ahtd state.ar.us
W.F."Bill” Hailey, 12063 Southridge, LR
72212, 225-2848(H) L
Bill Shepherd, 2805 Linden #3, LR
72205, 375-3918(H), 324-9613(W) e-mail
bills@dah.state.ar.us
DeLynn Holleman,715B 3rd Avenue, /
Conway 72032-5820, 513-0504(H),
450-3207(W).e-m "
DDH1853.apr.student.uca@cub.uca.edu
Mel White, 7227 Richwood Road. LR
72207, 664-8786(H) |
email LRbobwhite@aol.com
Norma Patterson, 319 Julia Chambers
Dr. Jacksonville, AR 72076, 982-5205(H)
376-6333(W)
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Field Trips:  Vacant
Education & Youth Activities: DeLynn
Holleman, & Norma Childers see their
entries above.
Conservation: DeLynn Holleman above.
Membership: Jetletter 300 S. Rodney
Parham Suite#10 Litle Rock AR72205
Publicity: John Holleman, See above.

Hospitality: Sherry Phillips, 8

Powder hom Ct LR 72212, 228-5245(H)
Rare Bird Alert: Roberta Crabtree,
2036 Topf Rd. NLR 72116, 753-1723(H)
Telephone:  Vacant.

Birdathon:  Vacant.

Christmas Count: J. Lyndal York, 42
Pine Manor Dr LR 72207 663-2192(H)
686-5816 ,e-mail jlyork@life.uams.edu

ASCA'SRegional Rep. to
NAS board of directors
Joyce A Wolf 2535 Arkansas St.

Lawrence KS 66046-4533
913-749-3203
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The
President’s

VACATION

Although most of your are
sick of hearing about it, [ must de-
scribe a watershed event in my life.
At the end of June, I spent ten days
in southeastern Arizona at the Insti-
tute of Bird Populations (“IBP”) bird
banding training program.

In this program, we were
educated on all aspects of mist-net-
ting birds, handling birds, aging and
sexing birds via plumage, skull
pneumaticization, breeding charac-
teristics, feather molt/wear, and other
criteria. Further, we learned how to
score and record our information
according to the Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship Pro-
gram (MAPS) which is a critically
important endeavor operated by the
IPB.

We also studied bird molting,
plumages, pterylography, life histo-
ries, and the ethics and philosophi-
cal underpinnings of banding birds.

NAME (Please print)

ALDRESE  ccinmmsmosmmsemsms st i sasssi it masm s msommams s siass s

Please, Make checks payable to NAS

—— INTRODUCTORY STUDENT/SENIOR ...... $15

—— BASIC ANNUAL

1 do not exaggerate when I say that |
learned more about birds in this in-
tensive program than I have in 30
years of amateur field birding!-

We are all aware that many
of our birds are in deep trouble due
to habitat loss, pollution and other
environmental threats. The MAPS
program is critical for monitoring
landbird populations on a large-scale
and long-term basis. Most of our
typical monitoring programs like
breeding bird surveys, Christmas
bird counts, etc. fail to provide basic
demographic information on bird
productivity and survivorship. With-
out such important information, it is
virtually impossible to test or study
various notions as to how certain
problems are affecting birds and the
genesis of said problems. The MAPS
program is one of standardized, con-
stant effort mist-netting and banding
of landbirds during the breeding sea-
son. This is accomplished through a
continent-wide network of banding
stations. The program has been in
place since 1989 and has spread
throughout most of the country.
However, MAPS’ collective nets suf-
fer from a major hole ARKAN-
SAS!!

Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON, and mail to Barry
Haas, ASCA Treasurer, 3900 Doral Drive, Little Rock AR
72212-2826. It is important for new members to join
through ASCA so a larger portion of your dues support
local activities. Send address changes (not new member-

$35
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: —— INTRODUCTORY (USA)
I

|

I

I

I
\

Family / individual = basic rate. Senior = 62 years or older. Student = full time student.

$20 ships) to both NAS, PO Box 51001, Boulder CO 80322-
1001 and to Jetletter, 300 S. RODNEY PARHAM,
SUITE #10, LITTLE ROCK AR 72205 so you will not
miss AUDUBON magazine or The Snipe which are both
mcluded in your subscription.

This is a program our chap-
ter needs to take under its wing. Our
Audubon Chapter, which is second
to none in this state or country in its
environmental activism, invests in-
credible amounts of time, money and
energy in protecting the birds we love
so dearly. And participating in the
MAPS program would give us the
opportunity for a hands-on commit-
ment (literally!) to the protection of
birds, in addition to our other activi-
ties.

I am completely committed
to having a MAPS monitoring sta-
tion in place, here in central Arkan-
sas, by next spring. This should be a
major focus of our chapter, as well.
Frankly, I will need the help and
would love the company!

Keep 1n mind that the
MAPS monitoring program only
requires the operation of the nets
for six to ten days during the
breeding season. These days don’t
have to be done in a row, but are
chosen during a series of six to ten
consecutive ten day periods be-
tween May and August. In plain
English, we can do the program on
a few Saturdays.

John Holleman

Local Chapter ASCA, NAS#BS50

Audubon
Membership
Application

7XBP BS0
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FIELD TRIPS

Was the Saturday June 6th. trip to see Painted Buntings successful? Lyndal
York guaranteed it, and YES it was! Got one up on a bare branch where it
sang, preened and looked around for about 5 min. Some people had never
seen one so they were excited. Had 3 male Blue Grosbeaks, Dickcissels,
Black-crowned Night-Heron, Eurasian Collard Dove, Black-necked Stilt,
Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Wood Ducks, Prothonotary Warbler (acted
like the bunting), usual herons, egrets, Common Yellowthroat.

All around it was a great trip and the weather was wonderful. Too bad all

those people stayed in bed.
Lyndal: 663-2192 or 686-5816

We meet at the Arkansas Game &
Fish Commission Building, #2
Natural Resource Drive, Little
Rock. Take West Markham Street
west until just before it crosses
[-430 and turn right onto Natural
Resource Drive and follow the
AG&FC signs. Our regular meet-
ings consist of a
speaker followed by a business type
meeting where the financial and
other matters of the society are
discussed. Everyone is welcome
to attend both parts. We’ll be
looking forward to meeting you,
and bring a friend. You don’t
have to be Audubon members to
attend.

Thursday August 13th. 7p.m.
Mel White will talk on his birding
experiences in Australia illustrated
with slides. Mel is well travelled
and is the author of several books.

Thursday September 10th. 7p.m.
This time we will have Keith
Sutton talk to us on outdoor

Sterling and 7 thoroughly
enjoyed neding the June -
Juty 1998 Sucge.
% was . of good ior-
nead The Swipe we wish we
rhbansas to be active
menbens in the area.
Beot wishes,
Emma Lee Lacy

photography. Keith is a prolific
writer and photographer published
in numerous outdoor publications.

Thursday October 8th 7p.m.

Our president John Holleman will
talk on the MAPS ( Monitoring
Avian Productivity & Survivorship)
program. This involves bird trap-
ping, banding and tracking their
movements.

Thursday November 12th. 7p.m.
Ben Waggoner, assistant professor
of Biology at UCA will speak on
the evolution of birds from dino-
saurs.

Saturday August 22nd. 7a.m.

A field trip to The
Oakwood Refuge a wetland
reserve in southern Arkansas.
Meet at the commuter parking lot
at the Dixon Road exit off the
Pine Bluff highway 65 just as it is
leaving Little Rock. We will car
pool. Alternatively, you can
travel to Dumas Friday evening
and stay at the Days Inn to have
an early start Saturday morning,
with both groups meeting at
Oakwood. The refuge manager
Mr. Lake Lewis gave a very
interesting talk about Oakwood at
our July 9th. meeting. He de-
scribed how they managed the
wetland habitat to encourage the
growth of barnyard grass and
smartweed which in turn brings in
a lot of small invertebrates which
ducks and other shorebirds love.

He also told us of reforestation
efforts by dropping acorns from
an airplane onto land weakened
of all its nutrition by years of
intensive farming. The price of
the marginal farm land is being
driven up by big hunting clubs
with deep pockets making it
harder for the refuges to buy and
protect choice wetland areas.
Contact Lyndal York 663-2192 or
686-5191.

Saturday September 26th
8a.m. Meet at Murray Park
here in Little Rock to see
some of the many birds on
migration this time of year.
This is one of our local
birding hotspots and the best
for birds in the fall. Murray
Park is off Rebsamen Park
Road down by the Arkansas
River.



On July 6th. |
watched a Henslow ‘s Sparrow
singing on Flanagan Prairie Natural
Area in Franklin County, Arkansas. |
could hear another Henslow ‘s
singing in the distance at the same
time. Later | saw. from about 20
feet, a bird that | thought must have
been a juvenile or a female in badly
worn plumage (no olive on the
nape). It did have black stripes on
the head, a lighter median crown
stripe, and two black spots or small
black patches on the side of the
head, behind and lower than the
eye. As far as | know, this is the first
breeding-season observation of
Henslow ‘s Sparrow in Arkansas.

To reach Flanagan Prairie Natural
Area, start in Charleston at the
intersection of Arkansas highways
22 and 217. On 217 go north 2.6
miles to the intersection of Arkan-
sas Highway 60. Turn right there
and go 2.2 miles east to a sign on
your left that says "Charleston
Landfill.” Turn left there and con-
tinue on gravel northward 1.7 miles
to the parking lot and Flanagan
Prairie NA entrance sign on your
left. The northeastern corner of the
state-owned prairie is another 0.3
miles north, beyond the parking lot.
The place where | saw the
Henslow's Sparrows was approxi-
mately 500 feet west of the north-
east corner. | first heard one from
the road that runs along the north
boundary of Flanagan Prairie, but |
recommend walking 200 feet south
from that road to get closer and

hear better. Right now there are
about 100 acres of purple wildflow-
ers (_Liatris pycnostachya_, a
gayfeather) in the middle of the
prairie, and the Henslow ‘s that |
saw and heard were near the
northern edge of that big purple
blanket. No telling how many other
Henslow ‘s Sparrows there might
be on this prairie. | didn "t walk
through much of it this morning,
and it is 200 acres in extent.

As far as I know, this is
the first breeding season
observation of Henslow’s
Sparrow in Arkansas.

| do not recommend listening/
looking for Henslow 's Sparrows in
the immediate vicinity of the
parking lot, as | was there both last
week and the week before without
hearing any. However, you might
hear a Grasshopper Sparrow
singing in the meadow that lies
across the road to the east; |
thought | did a couple of times last
Wednesday. Also, you can expect
to hear Bell ‘s Vireos and Painted
Buntings wherever there are trees
or saplings; | heard both of them
this morning.

| first heard a Henslow ‘s Sparrow
singing about 7:15 this morning
and could still hear one of them
after 9:30. However, it was cloudy
and not as hot as usual at 10
o'clock this morning. You may

d

recall that Henslow ‘s Sparrow also
is known to sing on moonlit nights.
Finally, | wonder why so many keen
birders who live much closer to
Charleston than | do left this discov-
ery for me to make. Who knows how
long Henslow ‘s Sparrows have been
singing in Franklin County, just
waiting for someone to notice them!
The take-home message is that
these natural areas are promising
places to look for good birds, what-
ever part of Arkansas you inhabit.

Now, | leave for the rest of you to
discover whether Henslow ‘s Spar-
rows can be found on Cherokee
Prairie Natural Area as well. Remem-
ber that intersection of state high-
ways 217 and 607 The entrance sign
to Cherokee Prairie NA is on the
northwest corner of that intersection,
and Cherokee is more than twice the
size of Flanagan. If | were going to
look for Henslow ‘s Sparrows there, |
would start on the north side of
Prairie Creek, where the gayfeather
is similarly thick and extensive.

By the way, we ( The Natural Heri-
tage Commission) have a new four-
color brochure about Cherokee
Prairie Natural Area. If you would like
to have a copy sent to you, you can
just e-mail your request to me.

Bill Shepherd,

375-3918
324-9613

bills@dah.state.ar.us



