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Ray of hope for
rainforest as Brazil
protects Amazon

THE Brazilian government has un-
veiled the most ambitious conserva-
tion project vet undertaken in the
Amazon, which will eventually cre-
ate a protected forest area of 62 mil-
lion acres.

As a first step, President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso signed decrees for
two new protected areas in the Ama-
zon and two in the Atlantic forest,
together totalling almost 1.5 million

Attract
Nature’s Jewels.

(With our hummingbird feeder.)

Atrract one of nature’s most
fascinating birds with our
Wild Birds Unlimited® Brand
Hummingbird Feeder.
Hummingbirds are colorful,
playful and they can be yours
by adding this feeder to your
backyard. Nobody brings people
and nature together like the
Certified Birdfeeding Specialists

Wild Birds Unlimited
will donate $1.00
to ASCA for every
Hummingbird feeder sold.
June 1 - July 31

Wl Binds Unlimited”

Your Backyard Birdfeeding szciuh‘stlﬂ

Visit us at wuneevbu.com

1818 NORTH TAYLOR 666-4210

BIRDSEED * FEEDERS * BIRDBATHS
OprTICS * NATURE GIFTS

acres. Steve Howard, senior forest
officer of the World Wide Fund for
Nature, said: “What we are talking
about here is an area the size of the
UK being zoned out of mainstream
development in perpetuity.”
Amazonia is home to about 400
unique Amerindian cultures and
about half of the world’s terrestrial
species. It also plays a major role in
the global water cycle. About one-
fifth of the planet’s fresh water flows
down the river.

The forests have been under attack
for decades by unscrupulous logging
companies intent on pillaging re-
sources before protective legislation
1s introduced. In 1995 destruction of
the Amazonian rainforest reached an
all-ime high. with 18,000 square
miles felled. up
from fewer than
7,000 in 1990.
This year an area
the size of Bel-
gium was de-
stroyed i a vast
forest fire that swept the northern
state of Roraima, burning evervthing
in its path. Reinaldo Barbosa of the
Amazonia Research Institute esti-
mated that it would take a century
for the area to recover from the fires.
So far around £36 million has been

pledged towards the project, with the
World Bank providing £21 million.
The Rainforest Trust Fund and the
Brazilian government also promised
to contribute.

The government and conservationists
want a further £55 million in fund-
ing from the leading industrial coun-
tries. The initiative increases the per-
centage of protected forest from 3.5
to 10. Environmentalists have been
scathing in recent months about the
government’s will in protecting the
fast-disappearing rainforest. Nigel
Sizer, a senior associate with the
World Resources Institute, and Jose
Goldemberg, a former Brazilian en-
vironment minister, described Presi-
dent Cardoso’s response as “pure
public relations™.

They said in an article: “A
plethora of new
programmes has been an-
nounced in recent years to
, combat illegal logging,
burning and timber cutting.
In practice, however, the
promised funds almost never turn up,
and the ambitious plans have merely
gathered dust on the shelves of the
technocrats in Brasilia.”

The Brazilian authorities maintain
that environmental concerns have to
be combined with economic realities.

Next Snipe deadline is July 15th.
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WHAT’S

INSIDE

June 6th. field trip for Painted Buntings p.6
Thursday, June 11th. 6:45pm picnic/potluck p.3
Where eagles dare......p.4

Coffec Angone?

Seldom do any of us
ponder the
environmental
dimensions of
something so
routine as our
morning cup of
coffee. Yet drinking
coffee indeed has
profound
environmental
consequences. The
manner in which
our coffee is grown
has a tremendous
impact on the
survival of many
migratory birds---
including songbirds.
Coffee has
traditionally been
grown on farms
under a diverse
mixture of shade
trees which provides
birds and
other organisms
many of the benefits
of living in a forest.
Coffee farms beneath
such shade
can, at times,

attract almost as
many bird species as
a natural forest and
is certainly

better habitat than
cattle pasture or
other uses of
agricultural land.

Unfortunately,
farms have recently
modernized. But at
what cost? Unlike
the lush setting of
a shade farm, a
technified one
generally has little
or no shade, uses
lots of chemicals,
and insecticides.
This transforms
coffee farms, into

e http://www.aristotle.net/~asca/

biological deserts.
Reducing the
canopy cover
unleashes a host of
problems, such as
erosion, impaction,
and loss of organic
matter.

Modern farms use
high-yielding
varieties and hybrid
strains of coffee
which just don’t
taste as good as the
traditional varieties.

What you can do

Switch to shade
grown coffee today.
Call Eco Organic
Coffee Company,
1-888-326-2633 Or
locally Beans

and Grains have
Frontier shade
coffees from $9 to
$12/1b. Or try
Andian coffee 227-
9418 with expert Ed
Gomez, for Segovia
coffee at $12/1b. He
actually knows the
farmers who supply
his beans.
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Welcome New Members

Little Rock: Edward G Barry, Cy
Carney, Ms Bobbye J Elliott, Mr
William Mowrey, Becky Stout, Nita
A Armstrong, Mrs Mozell Bell, Joy
Griffin, Sandra C Halbert, ] K Hill,
Patty Hudgens, Brenda Moore, Mark
S Pearson, Virginia D Rhinehart,
Kathy Tavlor,

North Little Rock: Elaine Ander-
son. Marsha Blake. Lucille
Gadberrv.

Benton: Vicki Robinson, Pamela
Crow, Mr Rodger Pinney.

Cabot: F Richard Williams, Barbara
E Murusiak.

Alexander: Don E Stuart, Ms Sue
Bates.

Jacksonville: Rebekah Rogers, Mrs
Nancy Wade, Shirley-Alton
Johnson, Michael Henley, David A
Rector, Michele Quinn.

Maumelle: Margaret Mathews.
Sheridan: Robbie Bourne.
Roland: Janet Jordan.

Ward: Karen Cates.

We hope your names will become
new faces on our field trips and at
our evening meetings. Thisis YOUR
chapter now. Please feel free to call
any of our board members directors
or committee chairpersons, listed on
the right, if you have questions about
how to get involved in our activities.
Let’s hear from you!

Western Kingbirds seen

A possible nesting pair of Western
Kingbirds were seen in Little Rock
during the bird census taken onMay
9th. They have been seen on the
Frazier Pike near the Skippy Peanut
Butter plant and O’Neal Steel. 400
ft. further on a male Painted Bunting
was seen.

HOTLINES

SEN. Tim Hutchinson:
REP. Jay Dickey:
REP. Marion Berry:
REP. Vic Snyder:

National Audubon Hotline: 202-861-2242 After hours press 4 when greeting heard
Gives information on Audubon’s current issues. 24hour/7day.
National Wildlife Federation Legislative: 202-797-6655 A 4 minute message
updated on Tuesdays. 24hour/7day.
Congressional Reference service: 202-225-1772 Leamn status of any Federal Bill,
have number or title of bill ready. 9 A M. to 6 PM.
SENATORS anp REPRESENTATIVES
SEN. Dale Bumpers: 202-224-4843, LR 324-6286 E-M senator@bumpers.senate.gov
202-224-2353, LR 324-6336
202-225-3772, PB 536-1221
202-225-4076, JB 972-4600
202-225-2506, LR 324-5941

Asca Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853 Leamn
what unusual birds have been seen locally.
Have a question about Audubon? Then leave
a message here, or asca@aristotle.net

re

Audubon Society of

Central Arkansas
OFFICERS
President: John Holleman, 4011
Front Dr. Benton 72015, 847-6955(H),
370-9192(W), 944-7083(Cellular}, 370-
9373 (FAX)
Assistant to the President: Kelly
Morrisey 5209 J St. Little Rock
AR 72205, 614-9760 (H) 663-9198 (W)
661-9215 (FAX)
Vice-President:  Vacant
Recording Secretary: Tom & Debra
Kienzle 5 Piney Ct Maumelle 72113
851-2397(H)
Treasurer: Barry Haas, 3900 Doral Dr.
LR 72212-2826, 225-5096(H&W), 221-
7018(FAX), e-mail babirder@aol.com
Editor: Robert Lashley, 11 Cynthia
Circle LR 72205-4618, 221-2630 e-mail
76231.2734@compuserve.com
DIRECTORS
Rob Doster, 2321 Blackwood
Rd. Little Rock 72207, 664-7964(H),569-
2281 (W)e-mail
rhdd172@ahtd state.ar.us
W.F.”Bill” Hailey, 12063 Southridge, LR
72212, 225-2848(H)
Bill Shepherd, 2805 Linden #3, LR
72205, 375-3918(H), 324-9613(W) e-mail
bills@dah state.ar.us
Delynn Holleman,715B 3rd Avenue,
Conway 72032-5820, 513-0504(H),
450-3207(W).e-m
DDH 1853 apr.student.uca@cub.uca.edu
Mel White, 7227 Richwood Read. LR
72207, 664-8786(H)
email LRbobwhite@aol.com
Norma Childers, 319 Julia Chambers
Dr. Jacksonville, AR 72076, 982-5205(H)
376-6333(W)
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Field Trips:  Vacant
Education & Youth Activities: DeLynn
Holleman, & Norma Childers see their
entries above.
Conservation: DeLynn Holleman above.
Membership: Jetletter 300 S. Rodney
Parham Suite#10 Litle Rock AR72205
Publicity: John Holleman, See above.

Hospitality: Sherry Phillips, 8

Powder horn Ct LR 72212, 228-5245(H)
Rare Bird Alert: Roberta Crabtree,
2036 Topf Rd. NLR 72116, 753-1723(H)
Telephone:  Vacant.

Birdathon:  Vacant.

Christmas Count: J. Lyndal York, 42
Pine Manor Dr LR 72207 663-2192(H)
686-5816 ,e-mail jlyork@life.uams.edu

ASCA’SRegional Rep. to
NAS board of directors
Joyce A Wolf 2535 Arkansas St.

Lawrence KS 66046-4533
913-749-3203
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The

Presidents

our chapter finished out the first quar-
ter. We had several incredible pro-
grams. The most poplar of which
seemed to be the wonderful animal
rehabilitators, Tommy Young and
Carol Smith. We had good numbers
of visitors at each program and our
membership greeted each visitor with
a genuine openness.

Our program on Warbler 1dentifica-
tion was also well attended, with sev-
eral visitors. We probably need to
focus more on such basic birding pro-
grams because they open our chap-
ter doors to beginning birders. How-
ever, | was disappointed with the
speaker at our Warbler program and
I will try to find a better one for next
time!

I wish to continue to sound several
of my past themes. First, it is im-
perative that we continue to develop
our membership by bringing in new
folks. One of the primary missions

NAME (Please print)

ADDIREESE oo oo s s s st s s sasys

Please, Make checks payable to NAS

of Audubon is educating people
about birding and environmental is-
sues. The best way to protect the
environment and the birds we love
is to always act as a spokesperson for
Audubon in our work places, our
neighborhoods, our churches, and
within our families. We must invite
our circle of contacts into our chap-
ter. Most people love birds and we
need to give them a channel for their
affection.

We have a thousand brochures that
need distribution; I will load you up
to pass them out at work, in your
neighborhood, etc. And it’s not hard
being an ambassador for Audubon.
At our April program, [ was respon-
sible for having ten visitors present
(not to brag). If I can bring ten
people, each one of our regular at-
tendees can surely bring one.

We need to focus on increasing so-
cial activities for our chapter. lamh
looking forward to our June potluck,
which will be a wonderful opportu-
nity for all of us to bring friends, fam-
ily and co-workers to something fun.
I want to hear back from our board
of directors with a plan to increase
social events for our chapter.

Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON, and mail to Barry
Haas, ASCA Treasurer, 3900 Doral Dnive, Little Rock AR
72212-2826. Itis important for new members to join
through ASCA so a larger portion of your dues support
local activitics. Send address changes (not new member-

...... $20
— INTRODUCTORY STUDENT/SENIOR ...... §15
— BASIC ANNUAL ............ cseee ST

Family / individual = basic rate. Senior = 62 years or older. Student = full time student.
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ships) to both NAS, PO Box 51001, Boulder CO 80322-
1001 and to Jetletter, 300 S. RODNEY PARHAM,
SUITE #10, LITTLE ROCK AR 72205 so you will not
miss AUDUBON magazine or The Snipe which are both
included in your subscription.

Watching the warbling jewels that
graced my yard this spring migration
has strengthened my commitment
to birding and the habitat needed to
support these birds. Through this
newsletter and Audubon, we are edu-
cated on environmental issues, in
our community and nation, that em-
brace birds. Please stay conscious
of these activities and write letters,
make phone calls, and make a dif-
ference. The longer 1 live, the more
I realize true bliss in life comes not
from what we get but from what we
give. Certainly the birds that grace
our life are worth the tribute of our
time and our money and our voices.
I must include one item of late break-
ing news placed in this column just
as the Snipe was going to press.
Kelly Morrissey has been kind
enough to fill a new appointed posi-
tion with our chapter. We are going
to work together on the programs,
publicity, and other administrative
and planning duties related to our
chapter. [ am extremely excited to
have this assistance and you can look
forward to a better organized, publi-
cized, and active chapter. More on

this later.
John Holleman

Local Chapter ASCA, NAS#B50

Audubon
Membership
Application

7XBP B50
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FIELD TRIPS

Saturday June 6th. at 6:30 am
Early bird field trip to see Painted
Buntings. Lyndal York the trip
leader is guaranteeing that we will
see male adult painted buntings.
These birds are on the National
Audubon Society Watchlist of birds
under threat from habit destruction.
They are no longer found in certain
areas of central Arkansas where
they were commonly seen a few
vears ago, such as Willow Beach
Park east of Little Rock. Meet
Lyndal at the recycling center just
west of the Zoo on Fair Park Bou-
tevard here in Little Rock. Callhim
at: 663-2192 or 686-5816

A

SUM NOTES

We meet Mrkansas Game &
Fish Commission Building, #2
Natural Resource Drive, Little
Rock. Take West Markham Street
west until just before it crosses
[-450 and turn right onto Natural
Resource Drive and follow the
AG&FC signs. We'll be looking
forward to meeting you, and bring
a friend. You don’t have to be
Audubon members to attend.

Thursday June 11th. 6:45pm Our
regular meeting is suspended every
June in favor of our annual picnic.
Which will feature a potluck style
picnic, with ASCA providing drinks,
plates and utensils, and bird walks
led by society experts. See page 3.
Thursday, July 9th. 7p.m. Our regu-
lar meetings resume at the Arkansas
Game and Fish building. We will
have a speaker and a planning
session following.

Dear Mr. Lashley,
Kelly A. Allen had a wonderful suggestion in The Snipe about
finding someone to bird with. 1, too, bird alone and much
prefer to be with one or two others. I only wish you could have
given her/his phone number, as | would gladly drive somewhere
in central Arkansas to be with others. Since there are no field
trips in April and the only one in May is to the far end of the
state, and especially since the closing of our White River
Bridge for weeks (maybe months) keeps me from my favorite
birding spot - | won’t go just any place alone - the possibility of
finding new birding friends would be great.

Mildred Morrow.

Letters to the editor

Bill Brazelton is a long time member of the Dogwood Tiails
Audubon Society Chapter of Fort Smith and also the Arkansas
Audubon Society. He is a retired businessman and an excellent
wildlife photographer. Now he proposes to more actively help
the resources of the AAS Halberg Ecology Camp.

Bill has offered to donate $5,000 to the Camp if supporters of
the Camp will match it. This provides an opportunity for prospective
doners who have not yet contributed to the Camp to do that now. It
also enables donors to double the impact of their donation. The dead-
line for his offer is a calendar year from now-actually the Spring Meet-
ing in 1999 of AAS.

Checks should be made out to the AAS Halberg Ecology Camp
and sent to Barry Haas, Treasurer of the Halberg Ecology Camp. His
address is 3900 Doral Drive, Little Rock, AR 72212-2826. Please

designate on the check “"Brazelton Challenge.”
Art Johnson

Dear John Holleman,

Just wanted to touch base with you and give you all update on the
status of the Kingfisher Trail repaving project. Thanks to your
support and that of many others the trail will remain at the current
width of 6 feet! We still have not heard when the project will start
this year, but we look forward to a smoother trail for all user groups.
The park staff greatly appreciate the rapid response that we received
from those that responded to our request for comments.

Another positive note about Pinnacle trails. We now have a 12
person trail crew working on two additional short loop trails off the
Arkansas Trail in the Arboretum. This 1s an AmeriCorps Team with
young adults from acros the country. They will be working for 7
weeks making various improvements on these trails and the

Ouachita trail.
I hope that you can observe first hand some of the new improve-

ments that are taking place on the trails.
Neil Curry Pinnacle Mt.

Pinnacle Mountain
State Park 6:45p.m.

The Audubon Society of

Central Arkansas picnic will

be in the first big pavilion on the left at
the picnic area off Highway 300, so
don’t go to Maumelle Park where it has
been held in recent vears. Folks need to
bring a potluck food item or two. ASCA
will provide all the utensils, plates and
drinks.For anyone wishing to bird before
the meal we have the pavilion rented
from 4p.m. until 9 p.m. We will eat
about 6:45 to give folks a chance on a
weekday to get home from work and
make it out to the PMSP picnic area.
Call BarryHaas (225-5096) if you have
questions about the potluck. 1



have been casually watching a large nest built on a
I cypress snag in Lake Conway for the past four vears.
Up to this vear, as far as [ know, this nest has been
occupied by a pair of osprey. If they produced offspring from
the nest, I don't know. 1 would only observe the nest when [ was in
the area, as it is quite a distance from my home.

This January on one of my observation runs I noticed that instead of
osprey, a pair of bald eagles had appropriated the nest. 1am a real eagle
nut so the new occupants really got me interested. My other hobby is star
gazing so | decided to make weekly observations of the eagle nest using an 8
inch Meade astronomical telescope. This permitted me to observe the birds
close up. I have made the following notes since the first week of February:

February 7. Confirmed (with telescope) that eagles were indeed occu-
pants of the nest. One bird was always sitting on nest, which made me
think that an egg in the nest was a possibility.
February 14: Eagles still in place and exhibiting incubating behavior,
one bird constantly on the nest.
February 21: Eagles again appear to be incubating an egg(s).
® February 28: Eagles still displaying incubating behavior.
March 7: A pertectly horrible day, cold and rainy. When 1
V arrived, both birds were standing on the side of the nest. | imme-
diately became suspicious that the egg(s) had hatched. I did notice
that one bird always staved with the nest while the other delivered
food. The non brooding bird also fought an aerial war that day with
another smaller bird. The visibility was horrible so identification of the
intruding bird was difficult, but I finally concluded that it was one of the
osprey...A portent of things to come.
March 14: The best day of eagle watching I have ever had. [ observed for 4 hours
that day and confirmed (with telescope) at least one eaglet in the nest. 1 watched
them feed the baby fresh fish flown in by the food gathering bird. 1 watched as the
adults took turns bathing on the surface of the lake. And finally at sunset | watched the
whole family share an evening meal. After 6 weeks of confinement, 1 noticed that the
adults even left the nest together for brief periods, well deserved freedom after six weeks
of brooding.

”
I Send us your bird observations to: :
| Robert Lashley |
| 11 Cynthia Circle l
: Little Rock AR 72205-4618 ;
| asca@aristotle.net |
L.

March 21: | anticipated another exciting day of ob- &
servation, hoping to confirm another chick in the nest,
but when I arrived there were no birds in the nest,
and during my three hour stay, | only saw an eagle
twice. [ was so disappointed and didn't know what
to think.

March 25: Report of a power struggle
between the pair of eagle and osprey over the
nest.

March 27: A big blow sends half
of the nest into Lake Conway.

March 28: The pair of osprey
have regained control of the remaining nest.

April 18: The nest is rebuilt and the pair of osprey are now
exhibiting incubating behavior.

April 25: The osprey are still incubating.

When [ confirmed eagles on the nest [ called Karen Rowe,
the endangered species biologist of the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission. She did not have record of this particular nest and ®
asked me to report on it to her. She, like me, was disappointed
when we lost the eaglet, but I am now recording my observations of \‘,
the nesting osprey for her, a much more rare occurrence for
Arkansas.

I have learned a lot observing this struggle for territory. I can only hypothesize

what happened during the week that the eaglet was lost, and have concluded that

the osprey snatched the baby from the nest. The eaglet's demise, however, was inevi-
table due to the precarious nature of the nest itself. It was difficult for me to accept the
harshness of the natural world when we live such sheltered lives. It was my instinct to
protect these wild birds and alter the chain of events, but I have also learned to accept that
which is beyond my control an appreciate the result.

Submitted by Audubon member
Michael Berrinton



