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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 3, Sat, 9 am -5 pm: Final Saturday
sale date of the Annual Birdseed Sale.
Location is Ark. Wildlife Federation office
(663-7255) at 7509 Cantrell Rd., Room 104
(south side of Tanglewood Shopping Center,
Cantrell & Mississippi) in Little Rock.
Contact Barry Haas (225-5096) for more
information or see page 3 of this issue.
February 3, Sat, 1-4 pm: Bluebird Workshop
at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. Fees are
required. Call 868-5806 for more information.
February 8, Thur, 7 pm: ASCA monthly
meeting.  Speaker Vickie McDonald on
Kentucky warblers. See article page 1 of this
issue for more details.

February 10, Sat, | & 3 pm: FKagle
Awareness with Arkansas' Eagle Lady Jane
Gulley. Lectures with slides about eagles and
other birds of prey. Seating is limited (advance
tickets are required, but also free) and won't
last long. Call PMSP at 868-5806 ASAPif you
are interested. Don't be left out in the cold!

February 17, Sat, 8:30 am: Pine Bluff

wastewater plant. See field trips below.

March 9 & 10, Sat, Y am- 5 pm, Sun, noon- 5
pm: Spring Book Sale at PMSP. Thousands of
mostly used but some new books priced at a
[raction of their original value. Call 868-3806.
March 14, Thur, 7 pm: ASCA monthly
meeting. A program is expected but was not

confirmed by Smipe press time. Call any

ASCA officer or Board member to get
information about the program.

March 16, Sat, 8:30 am: Lake Maumelle &
Sullivan's Island areas. See field trips below,
April 11, Thur, 7 pm: ASCA monthly meeting.
See April/May Snipe for program details.
April 13, Sat, 8 am- 3 pm: Annual Crash Bird
Course held jointly by ASCA and PMSP. This
is the perfect chance to get your family and
friends hooked on birdwatching. Reservations
may be made by calling PMSP at 868-5806. A
fee of $8 covers everything for cither
individuals or families.

FIELD TRIPS

Saturday February 17: Field trip to Pine Bluff
wastewater plant. Objectives: eared grebes,
ducks (shovelers, scaup, mallard, wigeon,
gadwall, and others). Meet at the Christ the
King Church parking lot, Rodney Parham &
Hwy. 10, at 830 a.m.. For information,
contact Rob Doster at 228-7946 or 569-+2616.
Saturday, March 16:  Field trip to Lake
Maumelle and Sullivan's Island area.
Objectives: ducks, gulls, grebes, eagles,
sparrows, wrens. Bring lunch if you want to
stay out into the afternoon. Meet at the parking
lot of Christ the King Church parking lot at
8:30 a.m. For information, contact Mel White
at 664-8786.

1996 ANNUAL BUDGET

Atits January meeting the ASCA Board approved an annual budget for 1996 Highlights of
the 1996 budget include the following expenses: $1,000 for the AAS Halberg Ecology Camp,
$1.050 for Audubon Adventures (30 classes), $500 for the Ark. Breeding Bird Atlas project, $2,730
for the Snipe, $235 for Christmas Bird Counts, $300 in Birdathon proceeds to the National
Audubon Society Regional Office and $205 for the Rare Bird Hotline. Major income sources
include: $3,000 in dues split from National Audubon Society, $650 in CD and checking account
interest, $750 from the birdseed sale, $600 from the Birdathon and $375 from Entertainment
coupon book sales.

A copy of the budget will be provided to members upon request. Contact Barry Haas
(225-5096) if' you want a copy of the 1996 budget.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!
ALEXANDER: Ruth McKown
BENTON: Pamela Crowe, Mrs Boyd Fooks, Mrs Judith Pokomey
CABOT: Gail Reville
JACKSONVILLE: Kathy Barnard, James Dickinson, Johnny Hernandez, Darryl W Smith
LITTLE ROCK: Michelle Allen, Mrs J C Aston, Carolyn Atkinson, Leo Branch, Mrs Craig, Sally
Cuchler, Richard Goggans, Eva Golden, Chuck Gross, Mrs T B Hannah, Mrs Ann D James, Corina
V Keys, Mrs Patricia King, Mrs Brownic W Ledbetter, Tony & Wendy Newboles, Brenda
Scheftler, Frances B Soderberg, Alan Walker, Theresa Willems, Alfred 1. Williams, Mr & Mrs
Hardy Winburn, Mrs Gordon Wittenberg, Lila Wooten
MABELVALE: Janis V Shahan
MAUMELLE: Michael Sparks

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and where, or
leave a message about the birds you've seen. If you need information about Audubon, leave
your name and number and someone will get back to you.

In Washington, DC....

National Audubon Hotline: 202-547-9009. (Ask for “1 cegislative Action Line.” After hours
press “4” as soon as you hear the recorded greeting.) A recorded message gives you back-
ground information and current status of Audubon’s priority issues. Available 24 hours/7
days. Updated weekly.

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A four-minute message
updated Tuesdays. Available 24 hours/7 days.

Congressional Reference Service: 202-225-1772. To learn the current status of any l'ederal
bill, call between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm. Be sure to have the bill’s number or official title ready.
SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Sen. Dale Bumpers: 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-2244843: LR 324-6286.
Sen. David Pryor: 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-2353; LR 324-6336.

Rep. Jay Dickey: 230 CHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-3772: PB 536-1221.

Rep. Tim Hutchinson: 1005 LIOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4301: FAY 442-5258.
Rep. Ray Thornton: 1214 LHOB, Washington, DC 20513, 202-225-2506; LR 324-5941.
Rep. Blanche Lincoln: 1204 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4076. Jonesboro

972-4600 or 800-866-2701. NONPROHIT
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WHAT'S HAPPENING ON THE ARKANSAS CONSERVATION SCENE-
AN ARKANSAS CONSERVATION COALITION UPDATE

During its last several meetings the Arkansas Conservation Coalition (ACC) has focused on
the proposed land exchange of federal lands in Arkansas and Oklahoma for lands under the control
of Weyerhaeuser Company. The exchange would involve a trade of 47,000 acres of public lands in
western Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma for 180,000 acres belonging, or optioned to,
Weyerhaeuser.

Some of the member groups of ACC have taken a pro or con stand concerning the land swap,
but a number of the groups have not yet taken a position. Groups commonly have expressed
concerns about the process being followed in the swap, because of the difficulties encountered in
gelting access to information needed to make a decision on the merits of the swap.

The Arkansas Nature Conservancy performed an Ecological Assessment of the Weyerhaeuser
lands, but no similar study of the public lands has been conducted. No Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) has been done and there is currently a legal question about whether or not one is
required. The Arkansas Attorney General's office says that an EIS is required, while Weyerhaeuser
argues that an EIS is not necessary.

This land swap is described as "value-for-value”". However, there has been a great deal of
difficulty in ascertaining how the land values were determined. The following are highlights of this
particular aspect of the swap: (1) Weyerhaeuser considers information on the valuation of its lands
to be a "trade secret", and therefore this data is not available to the public, (2) apparently, the
valuation has been made primarily based on timber value, and not on commercial value, (3) mineral
rights on a majority of the lands involved in the swap will be retained by Weyerhaeuser, having
been valued at $0.00, and (4) ecological value does not enter into the land valuation.

The Nature Conservancy's assessment indicates that the Weyerhaeuser lands are home to a
number of threatened and endangered species, and that the swap may, indeed, be beneficial to these
species.

On other issues, the Gravel Mining Task Force includes Sam Ledbetter and John Holleman as
representatives from ACC. John is an environmental attorney who is a member of both Arkansas
Audubon Society and ASCA.

Levees are being raised along the Mississippi River in Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana.
Fill material will be taken from 4,000 acres of bottomland ( 1,800 acres in Arkansas). One thousand
of these acres are wetlands and bottomland hardwoods. The EIS for this operation did not include
impacts on wetlands, migratory birds or waterfowl.

Ginseng harvesting may also affect birders in our state. Wild ginseng is currently selling for
about $500 per pound, so harvesters are quite protective of their sources. Harvest rates may be
greater than the rate at which the root stock is growing, leading to even higher prices.

If you have comments or concerns about these issues or others that may come before the
Arkansas Conservation Coalition, please contact Delynn Holleman, Conservation Chair.

KENTUCKY WARBLERS
AND MORE........

Dr. Vickie McDonald, an ornithologist
and professor in the biology department at the
University of Central Arkansas, will discuss
her research on Kentucky warblers at 7 p.m.
Thursday February 8 in the Ark. Game & Fish
Commission building auditorium. The
program is free and open to ASCA members
and the general public.

McDonald, who last presented her
Kentucky warbler research findings to ASCA
in October 1992, will update her findings. The
October 1992 presentation was described as
fascinating.

The March program speaker was not set
by the time this Snipe went (o press, so call the
Rare Bird Hotline or an ASCA officer or Board
member for specific information. We are
hoping to schedule a program on
hummingbirds for the March meeting.

[Editor's Note- ASCA normally meels on
the second Thursday evening of each month at
7 pm. at the Ark. Game & Fish /Commission
building. June and December meetings are
usually potluck gatherings subject to a
different date, time and place. Always consult
the Snipe for details. ]

CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT RESULTS

Christmas Bird Count Compiler J. Lyndal
York rounded up 22 volunteers to census birds
on December 16 within the Little Rock count
circle. For those of you unfamiliar with CBCs,
well over 40,000 birders from all across the
country count total species as well as the
number of individual birds within a 15-mile
diameter circle. The Little Rock count circle
was divided up into eight segments of roughly
equal area. Also, feeder watchers gathered
additional data by monitoring the feeders at
their houses. The annual CBC is the largest
single volunteer effort to census birds.

CBCs must be conducted during a
specified period in late December through very
early January. The normal routine for
volunteers is spending sunrise to sunset, often

Continued on page 3
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

L.ast month 1 had the pleasure of
participating in ASCA's annual lield trip to
Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge. This
refuge, located in the Arkansas River Valley
near Russellville, is by far one of the state's
best birding locations, especially in winter.
Featured birds for the month of January
include numerous ducks, geese (snow geese
usually number in the thousands), hawks,
wintering sparrow, and the main attraction-
bald eagles. For the 40 or more participants in
this annual trek, one of the more obvious thrills
came from the sight of a beautiful adult bald
eagle that flew by the chartered bus and landed
in a tree only a short distance away, evoking
"ooo's" and "ahh's" [rom every obscrver on
board. Such a sight would likely go unseen
today if it were not for one of the strongest
wildlife laws ever enacted: The Indangered
Species Act of 1973,

As vou are likely aware, the bald
cagle was recently "upgraded"” in status {rom
endangered to threatened over a significant
portion of its range. This successtul trend and
others are featured in several articles in the
January/February '96 issuc of Audubon
magazine. In addition to the success stories of
the Act, the articles describe the crisis that
faces ils upcoming reauthorization in
Congress. Details of efforts to "gut” the
Endangered Species Act with alternative
proposals were also discussed in the
October/November '95 issue of The Snipe. My
intent here is not 1o give a repeat discussion of
the threats posed to the ESA (though not
enough can be said), but apprise you of a

proposal that could affect endangered and

threatened species and other wildlife that
reside in and depend on our National Wildlife
Refuge System.

Having the title of "National Wildlife
Refuge Improvement Act”, H.R. 1075,
sponsored by Representative Don Young (R-
Alaska), poses drastic changes to the way our
Refuge System is managed. Presently, all uses
of national wildlife refuges must be compatible
with wildlife conservation- the primary
purpose of the Refuge System. This would
change under the proposed National Wildlife
Refuge "Improvement” Act.

H.R. 1675 would: (1) Elevate recreation
and even commercial uses (o the status of
"purposes” of the refuges. (2) Allow states or
any other "entities" to manage parts of refuges,
and even allow the Interior Department to
remove refuges from the Refuge System, (3)
Limit public review of decisions on whether or
not to allow specific uses on refuges; (4)
Require the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to
permit toxic pesticide usage on refuges (such
chemicals have killed bald eagles and
waterfowl on farmed areas in the Klamath

Basin National Wildlife Refuge complex of
California and Oregon); (5) Open all of the
refuges to hunting, {ishing and trapping unless
the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service takes actions
necessary to close them (while hunting can be
an appropriate use in the Refuge System when
properly regulated, hunting is not appropriate
for all refuges. Nearly hall of the refuges, such
as Logan Cave National Wildlife Refuge in
northwest Arkansas, are currently closed to
hunting due to small size, conflicts with other
users, endangered species, €1c.)

The National Wildlife Refuge System is
the only network of tederal lands that has been
established specilically to conserve fish and
wildlife. The Refuge System contains over
300 units, covers more than 91 million acres,
and includes units in all 50 states and scveral
U8, ierritories.  Extending {rom arclic Alaska
to the subtropical Florida keys, from coastal
Maine to the lar Pacific islands, the Refuge
Svstem is the most comprehensive network of
protected fish and wildlife habitats in the
world. The system has a long and successiul
tradition of conserving and managing
wetlands, waterfowl, and endangered species,
and it protects some of America's most
spectacular forests, prairies, tundra, deserts,
scashores and marine environments.

What can we do o ensure that threatened
species, such as the bald eagle at Holla Bend,
birds and other wildiife have a safe haven for

the future? Call or write our congressional
leaders- express concern over the unnecessary
disruption of a system of refuges designed to
preserve a portion of America's natural
heritage.

--Robert H. Doster
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ANNUAL BIRDSEED SALE
CO-SPONSORED BY

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS AND

ARKANSAS WILDLIFE FEDERATION

Primary sale hours will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday February 3, 1996.

Sale items include 25# and 50# bags of black-oil sunflower
seed, mixed birdseed, niger seed (for goldfinches and pine
siskins), the world's best suet cakes (made right here in
Arkansas by a birder who cares), feeders of many sizes and
styles, field guides, and many other items too numerous to

list.

Proceeds support environmental education and conservation activities throughout the year. The
sale location will be the same as last year at the Arkansas Wildlife Federation office, 7509 Cantrell
Road (south side of Tanglewood Shopping Center, Cantrell & Mississippi), Room 104, Little Rock.
We will be staffed to make the majority of our birdseed sales on the Saturday listed above. If you
need bird feeding supplies before a Saturday sale day, call the AWF office before noon at 663-7255

Monday-Friday. Also, in the event that you cannot come in on one or more of the scheduled

Saturday sale days and you need some of the bird feeding supplies, call the AW

Thanks for your continued support!

F office.

Continued from page |

in cold and possibly wet weather (it is winter,
after all!) , counting as many species and
individual birds as possible. Some counters
even go owling either before sunrise or after
dark. How's that for dedication?

Nationally, CBCs provide a snapshot of
bird species in their winter habitats. The data
gathered over the years has been valuable for
monitoring the status of the overall avian
community as well as individual species, and
for fostering better management by federal,
state and local wildlife professionals.

A total of 95 species were tallied in Little
Rock, three fewer than the 98 species in 1994
but 10 more than the 85 in 1993. The mild
weather was probably conducive to more time
being spent by volunteers in the woods and
other productive areas.

One of the highlights of the Little Rock
CBC are the Virginia rails normally tallied by
Lyndal York in his area that includes Sullivan's
Island, the peninsula of land that is just west of
the 1-430 bridge on the Little Rock side.
Incredibly, these are usually the only Virginia
rails tallied anywhere in the U.S. on a CBC.
That is a clear indication of the special and
sensitive habitat in this area. Three Virginia
rails were listed on the Little Rock count
report.

Most common species was red-winged
blackbirds at 3,460. Least common were a
single snow goose as well as a lone bufflehead,
barred owl, common nighthawk, brown-
headed nuthatch, house wren and gray catbird.

A total of 18 or 19 CBCs were held in
Arkansas. If you would like to participate in a
future CBC, contact York at 663-2192. He
also acts as compiler for the Lonoke count
normally done the day following Little Rock.
A total of 13 people worked the Lonoke CBC.
Wet and gloomy weather hindered their efforts
throughout the day on Sunday December 17.

ASCA'S Regional Representative to the
National Audubon Society
Board of Directors is:
Joyce A. Wolf, 2535 Arkansas Strect
Lawrence, KS 66046-4533
913-749-3203

The Snipe is published bimonthly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas.
Please send all copy to Robert Lashley,
Liditor, 11 Cynthia Circle, LR 72205,
221-2630 (H). The next Snipe
deadline is March 15, 1996.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Make check payable to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

LI 1ntro (New Members Only)......$20

{:I Stodent...s i

Indicate the Membership Y ou Prefer (Includes Andubon Magazine)

T .0

O Individual..ooooovvoeceeeereceeeenennnn. $30 [ Senior Citizen, Individual.......$21
BT —— 438 ] senior Citizen, Family.......... $23
O SUSTAINIAP csawusissnevemsassmsin $50
NAME (Please Print)
ADDRESS PHONE
CITY/STATE/ZIP

| 7XCH
Local Chapter: Audubon Society of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50 B50

Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically
become a member of the National Audubon
Society (NAS).  You will receive the
bimonthly NAS Audubon magazine and the
bimonthly ASCA newsletter, the Snipe. Itis
important for new members to join through
ASCA, so a larger portion of your dues
supports local activities.

To join, complete the application and
mail with check made out to NATIONAL
AUDUBON SOCIETY, c/o Barry Haas,
ASCA Treasurer, 3900 Doral Dr., Little
Rock, AR 72212-2826. Send change-ofl-
address to both National Audubon Society,
P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001,
and to Barry Haas, so you will not miss either
Audubon or the Snipe.




