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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 10, Sat, 7:15 am: Wildwood Park field trip.
Contact Barry Haas, 225-5096.

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
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June 10, Sat, 11 am to 1 pm: Mel White will be
at Wordsworth Bookstore to sign copies of his
book, "A Birder's Guide to Arkansag "

June 16-18: 6th Annual Bat-O-Rama at Devil's
Den State Park. For more information, call
761-3325.

June 17, Sat, 7 am: Ozark Mountains field trip.
Contact Mel White, 664-8786.

June 18-23: 1995 Halberg Ecology Camp.

Contact Catherine Hepinstall, Camp Chairman
for more information, 666-1036.

June 24, Sat, 4-9 pm: Annual ASCA potluck at
Maumelle Park. Contact Barry Haas, 225-5096.
July 8, Sat, 9:30 am to 11 am: Snake Snoop at
PMSP. Call 868-5806 for more information.

July 13, Thu, 7 pm: ASCA meeting at the Game
& Fish commission. Subject will be the Great
Pied Homnbill of India. Contact Rob Doster,
228-7946.

July 15, Sat, 8 pm to 10 pm: Pinnacle Mountain
Star Party hosted by PMSP, UALR Dept. of
Physics & Astronomy, and the Central Arkansas
Astronomical Society. Call 868-5806 for more
information.

July 29, Sat, 10 am to 11 am: "To Band a
Hummingbird." Workshop hosted by ASCA's
own Perk Floyd at PMSP. Call 868-5806 for
more information.

September 8-9° Memphis shorebird field trip
with Jeff Wilson. Details in August Snipe.

JULY PROGRAM TO FOCUS
ON THE GREAT PIED
HORNBILL OF INDIA

Rob Doster has arranged an international
program for ASCA on July 13. Dr. R. Kannan,
a biology professor at Westark Community
College, and Dr. Doug James, a biology
professor at the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville, will be the featured speakers. The
program will be centered around Dr. Kannan's
doctoral thesis on the endangered Great Pied
Hornbill of India. The professors will discuss
the bird's lifc history, dict, habitat
requirements, and its influence on the local
ecology. An article based on this research was
published in the June 1995 issue of Wildlife
Conservation Magazine.

Please join us for this meeting at the
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission Board
Room, 2 Natural Resources Drive, LR. ASCA
meets the second Thursday of each month at 7
pm. Members and guests are welcome.

ALEXANDER: Paul N. Brune, Curtis Byrd,

Gramkow, C.R Ralmbeau.

AUSTIN: Carolyn Mikel.

BENTON: lLois Archer, Joyce Bunt, Donald M.
Callan, Cynthia Fuller, Mrs. B. Magana, Janice
Sehgal, Jim Whisenhunt.

DES ARC: Cody Jean Ellis.

ENGLAND: Cynthia Parks.

HAZEN: Mrs. C.G. Gillett.

JACKSONVILLE: Orville Bierman, Jessica
Peters, LLaura Uhrich.

LITTLE ROCK: Conrad Ahrens, Roger Amick,
Charles R. Bowlus, HK. Brewer, M. Brown, Lirma
Burroughs, J.S§. Chamberlin, City of Little Rock,
Don Colbert, William G. Cooper, JIr., James P.
Crossland, George H. Davis, W.B. Doyle, Suzanne
Easley, Stan Ellington, Nancy Gallegos, F. Gary,
Herman JI. Hanggi, Robert .. Howell, Annette
Hurley, Howard [rvin, Ross Johnston, Kay N.

Koehler, Joseph A. Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. Steven
Lopata, Hebe Mace, Ana Marsh, Diane McConnell,
Frank McCue, Jr., Betty H. Myers, Thomas A.
Nichol, May T. Parke, Kathy Placko, Guy Prazak,
The Pruit Family, Kathleen Ramsey, Shirley Reid,
Lula B. Sager, Lucy H. Sauer, Madelon Scallet,
Wade H. Scott, Jr., H. Sharp, David L. Shepperson,
Miriam Shively, Charles Smith, Jenada Sutton,
Judith Thomas, Monte Venhaus, Sue A. Wright,
James Y ates.

MABELVALE: Joyce Presley.

MAUMELLE: Franz Family.

NORTH LITTLE ROCK: Leslie Adams, Linda I.
Blair, Loyd Burton, Debbie Davis, F. Gardner, Erie
jriffin, Kim R. Montgomery, Leon Redd, Douglas
L.. Riffel, Carla Spiderwebb, Stanley.

OLMSTEAD: Maureen Parker.

ROLAND: Meredith Hawkins.

SHERWOOD: Nell Lane.
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In Washington, DC....

days. Updated weekly.

972-4600 or 800-866-2701.

HOTLINES

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and where, or
leave a message about the birds you’ve seen. If you need information about Audubon, leave
your name and number and someone will get back to you.

National Audubon Hotline: 202-547-9009. (Ask for “Legislative Action Line.” After hours
press “4” as soon as you hear the recorded greeting.) A recorded message gives you back-
ground information and current status of Audubon’s priority issues. Available 24 hours/7

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A four-minute message

updated Tuesdays. Available 24 hours/7 days.
Congressional Reference Service: 202-225-1772. To learn the current status of any Federal
bill, call between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm. Be sure to have the bill’s number or official title ready.

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES
Sen. Dale Bumpers: 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-4843; LR 324-6286.
Sen. David Pryor: 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-2353; LR 324-6336.
Rep. Jay Dickey: 230 CHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-3772; PB 536-1221.
Rep. Tim Hutchinson: 1005 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4301; FAY 442-5258.
Rep. Ray Thornton: 1214 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-2506; LR 324-5941.
Rep. Blanche Lincoln: 1204 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4076, Jonesboro
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COME IN FOR A
LANDING AT THE
ANNUAL ASCA
JUNE POTLUCK

The annual ASCA potluck will take place
on June 24 at Maumelle Park. ASCA has
reserved Pavilion #7 at the Corps of Engineers
park from 4 pm until 9 pm. Everyone needs to
bring a favorite dish, cither an entree,
vegetable or dessert.  ASCA will supply the
plates, utensils and drinks. Meal time will start
around 6 p.m.

We are working on some fun and games
to go along with the potluck meal, and we'll
squeeze in some birding, too. This is a good
occasion to bring your kids along (bikes and
fishing poles are optional). There is plenty for
both young and old to do. Maumelle Park is
located along the Maumelle and Arkansas
Rivers. The birding is usually pretty good for
June, so come and enjoy the camaraderie and
good food.

Can Happiness Be Found in Y our Own Backyard?

BIRDING AROUND THE HOUSE CAN
SEEM LIKE GRAND CENTRAL STATION

The variety of species you can see and
hear around the house is amazing. It started for
me with a brightly colored male Hooded
Warbler that showed up one Friday afternoon
in early April. T didn't spot it first, but it was
there, nonetheless. It showed up again two
days later and came within 15' when I made a
pishing sound. A Black-and-white Warbler
also popped up out of the foliage behind the
house as a second avian treat. The Hooded
Warbler was the first 1 remember in over 11
vears living in the same house.

Just like clockwork, a Red-headed
Woodpecker showed up a few days later at the
suet feeder as if to say "Spring can now
officially start- I'm here!"

Then one overcast Monday morning, |
heard two familiar songs from Blue-winged
and Tennessee Warblers. 1 surprised even
mysell by remembering the blue-winged's
song as I seldom either see or hear the bird.
But a little investigation gave me a good look
at both warblers, the blue-winged being more
handsome to the eye.

One morning a few days later, I looked up
from my computer screen to spy a female
Ruby-throated Hummingbird hovering just
outside my office window. Like others in
vears past, she seemed strangely attracted to
the stained-glass bird attached to the window.
The stained-glass has a small touch of orangish

OVERNIGHT SHOREBIRD
FIELD TRIP TO MEMPHIS IN
SEPTEMBER

Mark your calendars now for an excellent field trip coming up September 8-9. We will
travel to Memphis, Tennessee, on Friday night. At our motel, expert birder Jeff Wilson will
present a slide program on shorebird identification. The next day, we'll go with him to a local
hot spot for shorebirds in Memphis where we'll have a chance to study a variety of species up
close with detailed commentary from Jeff about how to tell these often-confusing birds apart.

This is a rare opportunity to learn [D tips on a group of birds we don't often get to study.
More details will be printed in the next Snipe. In the meantime, make note of the dates,
September 8-9, and plan to go with us to Memphis.

or reddish color, and during hummingbird
season, they never fail to hover just outside the
window while deciding whether or not this
object is a potential food source.

It was after all mid-April and migrating
warblers and others were coming through the
state in great numbers. Nearly every day
would reveal a different species, never one that
I hadn't encountered before. That's okay, as |
was happy to welcome my familiar avian
friends back for another year. Each spring

Continued on page 2

JUNE BIRDING
ENDEAVORS

WALK AT THIE
WILDWOOD ...

Meet at Wildwood Park, Saturday, June
10, 7:15am. ASCA members will be leading a
bird walk in conjunction with the annual
Wildwood arts festival. This is a very pretty
woodland area west of Little Rock and should
have a good selection of breeding birds.

Go out Chenal Parkway to Kanis, then
take Kanis to Denny Road. Wildwood is at
20919 Denny Road. Coffee, juice and sweet
rolls will be on sale. For information, call
Barry Haas, 225-5096.
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Let's head for the Ozark Mountains early
on Saturday, June 17, 7:00 am, to look for such
breeding species as Cerulean, Worm-eating,
Hooded, Black-throated Green, and Chesnul-
sided Warblers, Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager
and many others. These beautiful Ozark
valleys have turned up a lot of surprises for
birders in the past.

Meet at Christ the King Church, 7:00 am,
Cantrell and Rodney Parham. Bring lunch and
drinks. Leader to be announced. For
information, call Mel White, G64-8786.
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

GONE
BIRDING!!!

Holly Felix

Continued from page |

brings a reminder that they are cither once
again passing through during another arduous
migration or arriving in our state for another
breeding season.

The morning of April 21 brought not the
first, not the second, but my first three Greai-
crested Flycatcher calls of the year. Either
they had just arrived in central Arkansas or this
was a sign that [ needed to be out birding more.
Or maybe both. The state field list notes their
arrival during the second week of April, but |
assume southern counties get them first.

As years go by, my identification skills
must be slowly improving. It scems like there
are several more species identifiable by sound,
not just by sight, each year. More and more |
realize the importance of being able to identify
birds I hear but frequently never get the chance
tosee. Like Arkansas author Carl Hunter says,
"Birds, unlike flowers, don't just sit there in
plain view and at arm's length while you thumb
through your identification guide".

Maybe that's what I enjoy so much about
my birding experiences. It's not just the beauty
and aerial agility of these flying fascinations.
It's also the challenges of figuring out not only
what I'm looking at, but also why they act like
they do.

---The Observer

[Editor's note: When a bird is spoited
Jrom inside our house, pandemonium strikes!
We scramble for the glasses, crowd around the
windows, and race to different rooms for a
better perspective. It is a challenge o identify
an unusual bird before it spots our four sets of
peepers. We have learned much from looking
around our own yard and this foundation has
been a springboard for learning more about
the world around us. ]

ASCA's
MEL WHITE
will autograph copies of
his new book at
WORDSWORTH BOOKS
SATURDAY, JUNE 10

11 amto 1 pm

BE THERE OR

BE SQUARE

BIRD NOTES & NEWS
'BIRD NOTES & NEWS
BIRD NOTES & NEWS

This has been a Rose-breasted Grosbeak
spring. LEveryone that has a feeder must have
been visited by one or more. Now o recall
what has been seen.

February 3:  Don Simons reported
Western Meadowlarks at lLake Chicot State
Park.

February 3: Twenty Smith's Longspurs
were seen at the Stuttgart Airport by Bill
Shepherd and Lyndal Y ork.

February 6: Kenny Nichols reported 12
Shori-eared Owls cast of Searcy and by
February 17 the numbers had grown to 20 or
more.

March 27: Al Phillipy reported the first
spring migrants--Black and White Warbler,
Blackburnian Warbler, and a Louisiana
Waterthrush at Pinnacle Mountain State Park.

March 28: Perk Floyd saw his first Ruby-
throated Hummingbird for the season at his
feeder. Won't be long until he will be busy
banding hummers again!

March 6: A Ross' Goose was seen at the
Bella Vista Lake by Mike Mlodinow.

March 18: Dolores Harrington reported
an [nca Dove at Arkadelphia.

April 5. Bill Shepherd reported a
Peregrine Falcon at the Worthen Bank
building in Little Rock.

April 22 Don Simons identified and
photographed 3 Fulvous Whistling Ducks in
Chicot County.

April 27: Christy Weed had 3 Painted
Buntings at her feeder in Little Rock for 5 days.

April 30: Georgia Shedell saw Black
Tern, Piping Plover, and she saw a Peregrine
Falcon catch and devour a sandpiper at the
Centerton Fish Hatchery.

May 1. Mike Parker had Indigo Buntings
and a Rose-breasted GGrosbeak at his feeder in
Litile Rock.

May 1: Ed Davis saw a Paim Warbler at
Lonoke.

May 2. A Swainson's Warbler,
Swainson's Thrush, and a Hooded Merganser
in a wood duck box were seen at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park by Ed Davis.

May 2. Dolores Harrington saw 50+
Wilson's Phalaropes at the oxidation ponds in
Arkadelphia.

May 3: Dodie Thompson had 6 Rose-
breasted (Girosbeaks at her feeder in Rose City,
North Little Rock.

May 3: Neal Curry of Pinnacle Mountain
State Park had a Painted Bunting, While-
crowned Sparrow, and 6 Indigo Buntings at his
home feeder.

May 10: Perk Flovd had 25 Rose-

Continued on page 3
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Pinnacle Mountain

MEeL WHITE'S

Few states have a combination of birds like this: Mississippi Kite, Greater
Roadrunner, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Brown-
headed Nuthatch, Bell's Vireo, Swainson's Warbler, Painted Bunting, Bachman's,
Rufous-crowned, and Harris's Sparrows, and Lapland Longspur?

Mel describes 59 top birding sites—most have detailed maps—and gives
further information about where to look for Arkansas's specialties. A Birder's
Guide to Arkansas is the 8th guide in ABA's new format with wire-O binding.

ABA Item #117, $14.95 ($16.95 - non-member price) + shipping

from the Ozarks to the Mississippi. . .
discover Arkansas's great birding spots!

In early May, at the 40th anniversary celebration of the Arkansas Audubon Society,
‘ Mel White's brand-new ABA Birdfinding Guide came under the scrutiny of the state's most
State Park =324 active and dedicated birders. Some of these people worked with Mel to transform the

1 most up-to-date bird records into the book's seasonal occurrence and abundance bar-
graphs, Others suggested productive birding routes throughout the state and helped to
field-check the maps and text. But, in truth, afl Arkansas birders—past and present—have
contributed to the creation of this new guide through their dedication to Arkansas's
birdlife and the preservation of its habitats.
To you birders who haven't yet discovered Arkansas's potential—in every season—
why not plan a trip this year around these local birders' favorite spots?

A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO ARKANSAS

American Birding Association Sales PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934
phone 800-634-7736 ur 719-578-0607  fax 800-590-2473 ur 719-9705

Site 51

Local sources include Wordsworth Books, Wild Birds Unlimited and Take a Hike

Arkansas Rare Bird Alert Open to Net-surfers

..Continued from Page 2
breasted (Grosbeaks at his feeders.

May 11: A male Scarlet Tanager was
seen by Jack and Roberta Crabtree near Pelsor
Road 1809.

May 12 Jeremy Davis reported a
Western Kingbird at the archery Range in
Burns Park, North Little Rock.

There were many more Rose-breasted
(rrosbeaks and Indigo Buntings reported, but
for lack of space, [ didn't list them all.

---Roberta Crabiree, Rare Bird Alert

The Arkansas Rare Bird Alert is now
online.  John and Nancy Thaden are
transcribing the recorded report to
BIRDCNTRL., a news service, which along
with BIRDEAST and BIRDWEST makes
local U.S. bird reports available to birders
around the world.

To add your name to the list of
BIRDCNTRL subscribers, send an E-mail

message to listserve @ listserv.arizona.edu.
Include only the following message: SUB
BIRDCNTRI. <your name>. The updated
reports will then come Lo your E-mailbox.

The Arkansas reports are updated {rom
the telephone report. Nancy and John would
also like (o include trip reports and notices of
upcoming events. If you have information vou
would like posted, call them at 224-7859 or |:-
mail jjthaden @ life.uvams.edu.
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Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically
become a member of the National Audubon
Society (NAS). You will receive the
bimonthly NAS Audubon magazine and the
bimonthly ASCA newsletter, the Smipe. It is
important for new members to join through
ASCA, so a portion of vour dues supports
local activities.

To join, complete the application and
mail with check made out to NATIONAL
AUDUBON SOCIETY, c¢/o Barry Haas,
ASCA Treasurer, 3900 Doral Dr., Little
Rock, AR 72212-2826. Send change-of-
address to both National Audubon Society,
P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001,
and to Barry Haas, so you will not miss either
Audubon or the Snipe.




