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Calendar of Events

February 11, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
Board Meeting at the Game & Fish
Commission Bldg. Karen Yaich will speak
about the Eagle Hacking program.

February 13, Saturday, 8:00 am: ASCA field
trip to Hindman Park in Southwest Little
Rock. (See article on page 3.)

February 21, Sunday: Learn how to care for
injured or orphaned wild critters at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park. Call 868-5806.

March 11, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA Board
Meeting at the Game & Fish Commission
Building. All members are invited to attend.
March 18-22: Spring River Conference in
Kearney, Nebraska, and the Sand Hill Crane
International Symposium. Call Barry Haas at
225-5096 for more information.

March 27, Saturday, 7:15 pm: ASCA field trip
to Harris Brake WMA. (See article on page 3.)
March 28, Sunday, 2:00 pm: Slide show on
Arkansas wildflowers by Herb Evans. Call The
Oasis Renewal Center at 225-6890.

April 3, Saturday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm: Annual
Crash Bird Course at Pinnacle. (See article on
page 2.)

May 8: ASCA BIRDATHON (See articles on
page 1 and page 2 for more information.)

Charles Cremeen, noted Arkansas

Environmentalist

Charles “Chuck” Cremeen, one of
Arkansas’s most accomplished and well-liked
environmentalists, passed away in early
January. ASCA extends its sympathy to his
family including his wife Harriet, two daugh-
ters and two stepsons. Chuck helped lead the
fight during the 1991 General Assembly ses-
sion to restructure the Department of
Pollution Control & Ecology (DPC & E)
Commission. That effort achieved partial suc-
cess. He had served in various leadership
positions including president of the Sierra
Club—Arkansas Chapter, president of
Arkansans for Environmental Reform (AER)
and as coordinator for the Arkansas
Conservation Coalition (ACC). ACC had pre-
sented its Inaugural ‘Environmental
Stewardship Award’ to Chuck on October 31,
1992. The Cremeen Environmental
Stewardship Award is named in his behalf as
a shining example of what one person can
accomplish (with the help of his equally dedi-
cated wife, Harriet). Chuck also recently
received a ‘Woody Award’ from the Sierra
Club.

In lieu of flowers, Chuck requested that
memorial donations be made to the Arkansas
Conservation Coalition (make check to
Arkansas Conservation Coalition), P.O. Box
3221, Little Rock, AR, 72203. Memorial
donations will be used in conjunction with
the Cremeen Environmental Stewardship
Award.

Upcoming Activities at Pinnacle Mountain
State Park

Whether vour interest is fish, fowl or fur-
bearer . . . Pinnacle Mountain State Park has
a program that will catch your fancy.

Eagle Awareness Weekend arrives with
Jane Gulley and her magnificent birds of prey
February 13 and 14. This popular program is
free but seating is limited.

The basics of fly-fishing will be the sub-
ject February 20 when expert Tom
Hawthorne demonstrates fly-tying and offers
hands-on fly-casting instructions. Cost is
$25.00.

If you've ever found an injured or

orphaned wild animal and wondered how to
help it, be sure to attend Lucy Moreland’s
“Critter Care” workshop February 21. Free.

The Park offers a beginner backpacking
course on March 6 that teaches fundamental
skills and reviews gear choices. Cost is $10.00
and reservations are needed.

Spring flowers should be blooming by
March 20-21 when Pinnacle guides lead a
Canoe Day Float down the Little Maumelle
River. This is a good trip for beginners and a
scenic one for those more experienced. Cost
is $25/canoe.

Please call the Visitors Center at 868-
5806 for more details on all these programs.
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Hotlines

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and where, and
leave a message about the birds you've seen. If you need information about Audubon, leave your
name and number and someone will get back with you.

In Washington, DC

National Audubon Hotline: 202-547-9017, ext. 2345. (After hours press "4" on the telephone key-
pad as soon as you hear the recorded greeting.) A recorded message gives you background infor-
mation and current status of Audubon's priority issues. Available 24 hours a day, seven days a

week, the message is updated weekly.

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A 4-minute message updated
every Tuesday. It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so you can call when the rates are
cheapest for this area. It is great for conservation activists who like to follow the issues, or just to

keep informed.

Congressional Reference Service: 202-225-1772. To learn the current status on any Federal bill,
call between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm. Be sure to have the bill's number or official title ready; the

service is free, but the call isn't.

Senators and Representatives

Senator Dale Bumpers, 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-4843;

LR 3246286

Senator David Pryor, 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-2353;

LR 3246336

Representative Jay Dickey, 1338 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-3772
Representative Tim Hutchinson, 1541 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4301
Representative Blanche Lambert, 1204 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515; 202-225-4076
Representative Ray Thornton, 1214 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-2506;

LR 3245941
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Serious Environmental Bills in Current
Legislative Session

As you know by know, the Legislature is
back in session. Various special interests have
cooked up two killer environmental bills —
House Bill 1062 and Senate Bill 22. They are
companion bills, identical as this is written.
They would set back environmental protection
in Arkansas by 15 years. In a nut shell they
would:

- Reduce citizens’ rights to participate in rule-
making, enforcement and permitting issues.

+ Give polluters the first offense free. There
would be no fine as long as a polluter agrees
(after getting caught!) to obey the law. It
would essentially negate the value of issuing
fines to insure the law is obeyed.

+ Elevate the ‘right’ to pollute to a property
right. This is revolutionary!

In effect, the state (that is you and me)

would have to compensate a property owner
who is prevented from polluting his own land
(no matter how it might impact you and your
land).
- Shifts certain powers from the Department
to the Commission, a much more politically
sensitive body that can be manipulated by spe-
cial interest influences.

The list goes on and on. If passed, these
bills would seriously weaken the environmen-
tal protection we enjoy today in Arkansas.

So what can you do to help? Please call
Governor Jim Guy Tucker (682-2345 at the
Capitol, daytime hours) and express your
strong opposition to both H.B. 1062 and S.B.
22. Also, ask the Governor to support the fol-
lowing three proposals (no bill numbers at
this time) offered by Arkansans for
Environmental Reform (see December 1992
Snipe for related article): (1) to eliminate the
six state agency heads from the Commission;
(2) to eliminate conflict of interest by
Commissioners (the Environmental Protection
Agency is demanding Arkansas get this done,
but the state is dragging its heels); (3) and to
streamline the permit appeals process to allow
all involved .parties to quickly get the issue
settled.

Also, call your state senator (682-2902 at
the Capitol message center, daytime hours)
and register your strong opposition to SB 22
and support for the three AER bills. And last,
call your representative (372-6211 at the
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Capitol) and express your opposition to HB
1062 and support for the three AER bills to
improve environmental regulation.

If you have further questions, call Barry
Haas (225-5096). Your calls do make a differ-
ence, so please help keep environmental regu-
lation from being watered down. Make sure
you spread the word about this legislation.

ASCA February 11th Program

The guest speaker for ASCA’s
February 11th meeting will be Karen
Yaich, who will talk about the Eagle
Hacking Program in Arkansas. Karen
works for Arkansas Game & Fish
Commission, and she has been an informa-
tive and interesting speaker for ASCA
many times. The program starts at 7:00
pm, and after a short break, the board
meeting will follow. All members are invit-
ed to attend the monthly meetings.

BIRDATHON Coordinator Needed

ASCA is in need of a person to volunteer
to be the BIRDATHON Coordinator. The
Coordinator’s job is to head up the planning
of the BIRDATHON and recruiting Birders
and Sponsors for the BIRDATHON. If this job
could be filled, a successful BIRDATHON
would be assured. If you would be interested,
please contact Drew Phillips at 228-5245,

Christmas Bird Count Update

The Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas
Bird Count weekend dawned cloudy and cool
and, in contrast to last year, decidedly less
windy. In Little Rock on December 19, condi-
tions went from bad to worse as fog settled in
folowed by a steady rain late in the day. As a
consequence of these conditions, only 85
species and 14,481 birds were seen collective-
ly by 21 people in eight parties and ten lucky
people doing the feeder watch. Notable birds
were the Rufous and Black-chinned
Hummingbirds, which had been staked out
earlier at feeders, Virginia Rail, Spotted
Towhee, and Least Sandpiper. No Purple
Finches and few Siskins were found on either
count.

On the very next day many of the Little
Rock counters were at Lonoke. This count
fielded eight parties containing 19 people.
Conditions were improved with a little sun
around noon bur generally gray. Lance
Peacock and Doug Zollner found the most
“good” birds, which were Dunlins and Black-
bellied Plovers. Other exciting finds were
Greater Scaup, 80 Great Egrets, and Harlan’s
Hawk. A total of 99 species and 50,557 indi-
vidual birds were counted.

Other counts and total species noted
were: Fairfield Bay — 80; Arkadelphia — 105;
Pine Bluff — 104; White River — 87: Holla
Bend — 105; and Lake Chico — 114.

= — Lyndal York

1993 BIRDATHON Dates Set

ASCA has set May 8th as our Official
BIRDATHON date. Participants may use any
continuous 24 hour period from May 1 - May
16, according to the rules of the ASCA BIRD-
ATHON. The BIRDATHON is a tremendous
amount of fun and easier than you think. Join
us this year! If you would like to participate
but need someone to team up with, call Drew
Phillips at 228-5245, and he will help you
find someone. If you would like to sponsor
someone, call Drew and he will help find you
someone to sponsor.

This is ASCA’s best opportunity to raise
money for worthy projects. The better we do,
the more we can do for environmental educa-
tion and research projects. All members are
invited to participate.
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In 1992, ASCA had several accomplish-
ments of which we can all be proud. We had
projected a deficit of $1516.00 in our budget
but were able to trim it to a loss of $841.49. We
finished the year with a total of $12,665.58 in
our treasury. In 1993, our budget projects an
overage, however that is misleading. We didn't
project any expenditures on Merit Programs
which we will likely fund later in the year.

In the Conservation area, ASCA was
instrumental in the successful vote to stop the
bridge over Jimmerson Creek on Rebsamen
Park Road. Many thanks to Barry Haas for his
leadership and devotion on this project.

ASCA funded 39 classes of Audubon
Adventures in local schools at a cost of $1170.
We appreciate the donations of individuals to
this wonderful Education project. The
Education Committee and Pinnacle Mountain
State Park held a Crash Bird Course to teach
people how to identify birds. This program has
become so successful that we will help Pinnacle
present two courses in 1993. We will add a
course in the Fall as well as our regular Spring
course,

Our fund raising efforts were a mixed bag.
Our Bird Seed Sale we operate with the

Arkansas Wildlife Federation continues to suf-

fer unfavorable weather and stiffer competition.
However, our first Birdathon was very encour-
aging. Twelve people participated and were
able to raise $889.60. Surely more people will
join in this year. The Birdathon is the most fun
I've had raising money for a good cause.

With the help of many talented people, I
hope we can report even better results next
year. Why con’t you come join the fun.

— Drew M. Phillips

Annual Crash Bird Course

The Annual Crash Bird Course, sponsored
each year by ASCA and Pinnacle Mountain
State Park, will be April 3 from 9:00 am - 4:00
pm. The cost is $8.00 per person or per family,
and classes are limited to forty people.
Remember to bring a sack lunch.

Anyone interested in helping with the
Crash Bird Course contact Donna Jean Daniels
at 565-0714.

ASCA's Regional connection to the top
National Audubon Board of Directors
Jan Burch, 4303 E. Valley Rd,
Springfield, MO 65809

Spring River Conference — March 18-22

It’s that time of year again for the annual
sandhill crane migration through the Platte
River valley in central Nebraska. And, as
usual, the annual Audubon Spring River
Conference is being held in Kearney, NE,
March 18-22. The conference will include fea-
tured speakers, slide presentations, films, work-
shops and field trip opportunities.
Approximately 500,000 sandhill cranes depend
on the Platte River as a spring staging area in
March and early April each year. On a few
occasions participants have also observed
whooping cranes. Bald eagles near the river,
and large numbers of waterfowl at wetlands in
the Rainwater Basin can also be seen in this
part of Nebraska throughout most of March.

As in the past the focus of the 1993
Spring River Conference will include the Platte
and Niobrara River ecosystems and the associ-
ated wildlife with special emphasis on sandhill
cranes.

In conjunction with the Spring River
Conference the second International Crane
Symposium will be held March 18-19 in
Kearney. Entitled, “People, Water and Wildlife:
Human Impacts on Cranes,” the symposium
will address the current status and future of
several of the world’s most ancient creatures.

If you are interested in attending either
event or would like more information, contact
Barry Haas (225-5096).

What . .. is a Birdathon?

The Audubon Birdathon is a spring-time
tradition. All across the nation folks go out
and count as many species of birds as possible
in one day to raise money for Audubon’s pro-
grams to protect the environment. The 1992
Audubon Birdathon raised $1,360,000.

How . . . to do a Birdathon.

Here’s how you play:

- Sign-up sponsors to pledge ($$) for each
species you'll see during your Birdathon day;
you know — your spouse, your lawyer, your co-
worker, neighbor, ex-college roommate, etc.

- Choose a day in the spring when migration in
your area is at its height. Our only rule: 24
hours is the limit you can bird on this blitz.

- Have a great time birding the day away.

- Let your sponsors know how many species
you saw and how much they owe you.
Audubon’s Birdathon Office will help you each
step of the way.

Who . . . does a Birdathon?

Everybody! ! ! Audubon board, chapters
and staff members, their friends, relatives, and
colleagues novices and experts; teams of indi-
viduals and YOU.

Everyone has at least five PEOPLE THEY CAN
ASK to sponsor their Birdathon: 1. Your self,
2. Spouse, parent or sibling, 3. Best friend 4.
Neighbor, and 5. Co-worker.

— Birdathon Bulletin, January 1993
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Rare Bird Alert tells of Sightings
across the State

Have you ever called the Rare Bird Alert
sponsored by ASCA? The hotline (753-5853)
reports rare and unusual bird sightings
around the state. Roberta Crabtree, longtime
ASCA member, periodically updates the hot-
line message as reports come in about new
sightings. A recent message told of four trum-
peters and one tundra swan near Heber
Springs, Anna’s hummingbird in Conway,
black-chinned (Little Rock) and rufous (No.
Little Rock) hummingbirds, prairie falcon near
Russellville, white-winged scoter near Lake
Millwood, seven short-eared owls at the
Stuttgart airport and others. It will give you
either the phone number to call for more
information or directions to the last known
location. You will also have an opportunity to
leave a message for Roberta if you have seen
anything unusual. So check out the hotline
and good birding!

Upcoming ASCA Field Trips

On February 13, ASCA has a field trip
planned in Hindman Park in Southwest Little
Rock, to be led by Bill Shepherd. Meet at 8:00
am at Hindman Park parking lot at the west
end of 65th Street. The trip will last until
about noon. Note: bring waterproof boots for
this field trip! Call Holly at 225-9610 for
more information.

The March 27 field trip is to Harris
Brake WMA and will be led by Mel White.
Meet at 7:15 am at Christ The King Church.
Bring a sack lunch and drink. For more infor-
mation, call Holly.

Upcoming Tours Led by Dora Weyer

Dora Weyer will be leading three birding

tours in 1993. Each will be for ten days, oper-
ated by Condor Pacific Travel Company, 1730
Omie Way, Lawrenceville, Georgia, 30243,
prices all inclusive from Miami. Belize Tour
participants may also leave from Houston.
(1) Belize, Central America: Sorry, this one
was delayed last year, but will go in 1993,
starting the end of March. Final dates are not
finalized as yet, but are planned to catch the
congregation at Crooked Tree of Jabiru Storks
before they leave on their migration. Dora is
the Belize specialist, having lived there for
twenty-six years. She gave us a slide show on
Belize birds and mammals two years ago.
Price will be announced, but it will be very
low. Extensions to Tikal or to the cays (Half
Moon Cay for the nesting of Red-footed
Boobies and Magnificent Frigatebirds and
Ambergris Cay for a visit to Hol Chan Coral
Reef National Park) will be offered.

(2 & 3) Paraguay: Dora will lead two
tours here in ‘93, one starting July 28 and the
other starting October 13. July 28-August 7
has been scheduled for teachers and universi-
ty staff and students who find it impossible to
get away in October. This is ‘winter’ in sub-
tropical Paraguay (it never freezes) and has
the advantage that some winter migrants from
Argentina can be seen in Paraguay at this
time of year. October 13-23 is spring in
Paraguay and then you have the great fun of
watching overnbirds and thornbirds building
their fantastic nests.

Almost 700 birds are recorded from
Paraguay; these are southern South American
species, distinct from Central and northern
South American fauna. You will see Greater
Rheas, Southern Screamers, Red-legged and,
with luck, Black-legged Seriemas in the Chaco
wilderness, many southern waterbirds includ-
ing all three New World storks and Whistling
and Cocoi Herons and Rufescent Tiger-Herons
in the sourthen extension of the Pantanal
along the Paraguay River, tinamous, guans,

toucans (including the largest, the Toco), par-
rots and parakeets, many unusual ovenbirds,
antbirds, and tropical woodcreepers, many
southern woodpeckers ( twelve species are
seen on most tours here), the beautiful
Surucua Trogon, and so on. Two days will be
spent at Iguzu Falls, one on the Argentine
side and one on the Brazil side (you must be
sure you carry your passport) and here you
will see a wealth of tropical rainforest species
including many colorful tanagers. Dora will
send you the list of birds seen on her previous
tours here if you wish.

The Paraguay tour will cost $2,450 all
inclusive from Miami. The ABA will be spon-
soring this tour. If you're interested, contact
Dora at Rt. 1, Box 458, Wesley, AR 72773,
telephone 501-456-7174.

Donations to Pinnacle Mountain
State Park

Most of us have come across dead birds
from time to time. It could be one that has
flown into a window, a car or died of
unknown causes. Is it possible to put a dead
bird to good use? Yes, it is. If the bird is in
good shape (not physically torn up, etc.), then
it might be used for a study skin to teach stu-
dents and others what these birds look like up
close.

Lay the bird flat in a plastic bag, seal the
bag and put it in a freezer. Contact Pinnacle
Mountain State Park Visitors Center (868-
5806) or Dr. William Balltosser (569-3270), an
ornithologist at UALR, and they will tell you if
they can use it as a study skin. Try to identify
what you've found, if possible.

For membership, write to Myra Runyun,
3123 Cypress, NLR 72116 or call 758-
8068.

It is important that new members join
through ASCA, so a portion of your dues
supports local activities.

The Snipe is published bi-monthly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. All edi-
torial matter needs to be sent to the editor,
7838 Powell Dr., Sherwood 72116 Deadlines
are: Jan. 15, March 16, May 15, July 15, Sept.
15, Nov. 16.
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Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically
become a member of the National Audubon
Society. You will receive the bimonthly
national Audubon magazine and the Snipe,
published bimonthly by ASCA. It is impor-
tant for new members to join through
ASCA, so a portion of your dues supports
local activities.

To join, complete the coupon and mail with
check to Barry Haas, ASCA Treasurer, 3900
Doral Dr, Little Rock, AR 72212. Send
change-of-address to P.O. Box 51001,
Boulder, CO 80322-1001, and to Barry
Haas, so you won't miss Audubon or the
Snipe.




