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Need an ASCA related event publicized?

Contact our Publicity Chairwoman,
Susan Hardin, at 223-0762. Give her the
specifics — whether it is a field trip, meeting
or something related to our feathered friends
— and she will do her best to get the informa-
tion out to newspapers, radio or the appropri-
ate media outlet.

December Birding to Costa Rica

Just when the Midwest is headed for the
deep-freeze, you could be in Costa Rica enjoy-
ing 70 degrees and sunshine with a dozen
other birdwatchers.

The ten-day natural history tour of Costa
Rica’s finest birding places is December 27,
1992 through January 6, 1993, for the main
trip. An optional four day extension to
Tortuguero National Park is available for an
extra $490. Graduate and undergraduate
credit is available from Avila College, tuition
extra.

Expert leadership from Raphael Campos,
one of Costa Rica’s top birding and nature
guides, is an outstanding feature of the trip.
Raphael studied with Gary Stiles, author of
the field guide to birds of Costa Rica. His pro-
fessional work included developing the master
plan for Manuel Antonio National Park; and
he is on the faculty of UCLA.

Trip cost from Kansas City is $2690 and
includes just about everything. This is about
$1,000 less for midwesterners than those
leaving from Miami. Call Eloise Hart (816)
361-6991 for more information.

Field Trip to Lake Chicot

ASCA’s field trip August 29 will be to
Lake Chicot State Park. Meet at War
Memorial Stadium parking lot and we will
leave at 6 a.m. The trip will be led by a State
Park Ranger who has recently seen Tricolored
Heron and Roseate Spoonbill on the lake.

Interested people can stay for the
evening but that is optional. If you do, you
may need to reserve a room nearby.

Come prepared for a long day — bring
food and drinks. Call Holly Felix at 225-9610
if you have questions.

Birding Equipment

If anyone has birding equipment to sell
or is interested in buying equipment, contact
Ed Davis at 568-7545. He is compiling a list of
what is available and who has it.

Calendar of Events

August 13, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA monthly
board meeting at Game & Fish Commission
building. All members are welcome.

August 29, Saturday, 6:00 am: ASCA field
trip to Lake Chicot State Park (see article
above).

August 29, Saturday,10:00-11:00 am: Pond

Plod at Pinnacle Mountain State Park. This
pond trip will give a closer look into this
watery world. Meet at East Summit Parking
lot.

September 10, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
monthly board meeting at Game & Fish
Commission building. All members are invited
to come and find out what ASCA is doing and
what our concerns are.

September 15, Tuesday, 7:00 pm: Dr. Carmen
de la Maza will present a program on rain-
forests at the Blue Flame Room of Arkla Gas
at 400 E. Capitol in Little Rock. ASCA and

Partners for Pinnacle, Inc., are co-sponsors.

September 26, Saturday, 9:00 am-3:00 pm:
Join members of ASCA on the observation
platform at Pinnacle Mountain State Park as
we search the skies for migrating birds of
prey. You may come and go anytime during
these hours. Field guides are at the Visitor
Center gift shop. Films and videos will be pre-
sented regularly during the day at the Visitor

Center. ¢ g F ﬂ
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Hotlines

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and where, and
leave a message about the birds you've seen. If you need information about Audubon, leave your
name and number and someone will get back with you.

In Washington, DC

National Audubon Hotline: 202-547-9017, ext. 2345. (After hours press "4" on the telephone key-
pad as soon as you hear the recorded greeting.) A recorded message gives you background infor-
mation and current status of Audubon's priority issues. Available 24 hours a day, seven days a

week, the message is updated weekly.

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A 4-minute message updated
every Tuesday. It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so vou can call when the rates are
cheapest for this area. It is great for conservation activists who like to follow the issues, or just to

keep informed.

Congressional Reference Service: 202-225-1772. To learn the current status on any Federal bill,
call between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm. Be sure to have the bill's number or official title ready; the

service is free, but the call isn't.

Senators and Representatives

Senator Dale Bumpers, 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-4843;

LR 3246286

Senator David Pryor, 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-2353;

LR 324-6336

Representative Bill Alexander, 233 CHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4076
Representative Beryl Anthony, 1212 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-3772
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt, 2110 RHOB, Washington, DC 20515;

202-225-2506

Representative Ray Thornton, 1214 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-2506;

LR 324-5941
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Audubon Adventures

As summer rolls along toward the begin-
ning of yet another school year, ASCA is get-
ting ready for the Audubon Adventures pro-

gram. Last year we funded 54 classes with
over 1,600 students in grades 4-6 here in cen-
tral Arkansas.

Audubon Adventures is now a worldwide
environmental education program with over
500,000 elementary students enrolled in this
country alone. It has been expanded abroad
to the former Soviet Union and elsewhere.

Helping to educate the next generation is
a big part of ASCA's yearly budget We have
fundraisers like the annual Bird Seed Sale
with the Arkansas Wildlife Federation, and,
for the first time, this year added a Birdathon.
The Birdathon raised money for a good cause
and we had fun birding to boot.

Would you like to help fund this worth-
while project? It costs National Audubon
Society about $100 for one class of 32 stu-
dents. But ASCA is able to enroll classes for
about $35 (including our administrative
costs). NAS privately raises the additional
necessary funds. Do you have a daughter or
grandson who would benefit from this educa-
tional program? Teachers rave about the mate-
rials and supplemental aids provided for them.

If you are intrigued and would consider
contributing to this fall’s Audubon
Adventures budget, contact Education
Chairwoman Donna Jean Daniel (565-0714) or
Barry Haas (225-5096).

Checks for any amount may be made out
to ASCA (Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas) and mailed to Treasurer Barry H.
Haas, 3900 Doral Drive, Little Rock, AR
72212-2826. We periodically receive memorial
donations to the Audubon Adventures fund.

Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society
has received contributions to fund over 130
classes each of the past two years. Can we
match or top that achievement?

Thelma Hazel Vollman, retired, an attorney
for the General Accounting Office,
Washington, D.C., died July 28, 1992.
Thelma was an active member of ASCA and
the Arkansas Audubon Society. She was a
member of Winfield United Methodist
Church, the Ark. Asso. of Women Lawyers,
Friends of the Zoo, and many more.
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Rainforests of South America

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas
and Partners for Pinnacle, Inc. are co-sponsor-
ing a program by Dr. Carmen de la Maza, one
of the foremost authorities on rainforests. She
is a professor at the University of Chile,
Santiago, and is working for the Forestry and
Parks Department in Chile.

Theé meeting will be in the Blue Flame
Room of Arkla Gas, 400 E. Capitol, 7:00 pm,
September 15.

If you do not want to park on the street,
Stephens, Inc., 111 Center Street, and
Trapnall Hall, 423 E. Capitol, have given us
permission to use their private parking lots, at
our own risk. — Florence Mallard

NAS Biennal Convention

The National Audubon Society (NAS)
held its biennial national convention in
Washington, D.C,, from June 13-19. The rea-
son for holding the convention in the nation’s
capital was to give Audubon activists from
around the country an opportunity to lobby
members of Congress on reauthorization of
the Endangered Species Act and other critical
environmental legislation under discussion.
ASCA was represented by former President
Barry Haas.

One day was spent on Capital Hill talking
to members of Congress and their staff about

critical environmental legislation being consid-

ered. Three members of Congress spoke to
the assembled Audubon group on the U.S.
Capitol steps at noon that day. All three elo-
quently urged continued pressure in support
of these cornerstone environmental laws
which are under attack by a powerful coali-
tion of industry and business forces. As for-
tune would have it, President Bush showed up
in front of the Capitol at the same time
(accompanied by President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia). Wonder what Bush (and Yeltsin)
thought of all those environmental activists
on the Capitol steps and how he described the
scene to Yeltsin?

The following is a brief rundown on the
environmental legislation being followed: (1)
wetlands legislation includes a good bill (H.R.
4255) which would insure continued protec-
tion of wetlands, and another bill (H.R. 1330)
that would speed up the destruction of much
of our remaining wetlands; (2) a strong bill
(H.R. 4045) to reauthorize and strengthen the
Endangered Species Act; and (3) two good
bills (H.R. 842 & H.R. 4899) to protect a por-
tion of the few remaining ancient forests still
uncut. After lobbying on the Hill during the
day, NAS hosted a gathering that evening for
members of Congress and their staff. Many
attended and lobbying continued until the
day’s events were over.

What can you do to help? Take a few
minutes to write your Representative and
both Senators in Washington (addresses on
the back page of the Snipe) and urge their
support for strong environmental protection
— please include the bill numbers whenever
writing them about legislation. Ask them to
support and co-sponsor H.R. 4255 on wet-
lands, H.R. 4045 on the Endangered Species
Act and H.R. 842 and H.R. 4899 on ancient
forests. Also request they work diligently to
get this legislation passed.

Your letters do make a difference. It
doesn’t need to be a long letter, just genuine
and heart felt. Let your representatives in
Congress know how strongly you feel about
the need to protect the environment in the
above mentioned areas, and how you vote
partly on how progressive you feel they are on
these critical issues. — Barry H. Haas
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President’s Column

August is here and school will begin soon.
Last year ASCA sponsored 54 classrooms in the
central Arkansas area for the Audubon
Adventures program. This year it will not be as
easy to sponsor that many classrooms.

For those of you who are unfamiliar with
Audubon Adventures, let me take a moment to
explain it. Audubon Adventures is a study pro-
gram put out by the National Audubon Society.
It is supplied to local elementary school class-
room teachers with the cost carried by ASCA.
The instruction consists of a newsletter for the
children, posters for the classroom and study
guides for the teacher. It teaches children
about the environment and plant and wildlife
ecosystems.

Audubon Adventures is an excellent pro-
gram of which we can all be proud. If you wish
to learn more about it, contact Donna Jean
Daniel or Ann Beutelschies of the Education
Committee. Audubon Adventures is ASCA's
major education project for the year. To be able
to sponsor as many classrooms as last year, we
will need your help.

If you know of a particular classroom you
would like to sponsor or would just like to help
out, send your contributions to ASCA, in care
of our Treasurer, Barry Haas. Any help you
could give us would be appreciated very much.

— Drew M. Phillips

Welcome New Members ! !!

BENTON: Dee Brazil, H T O'Kelley

BRYANT: P Hale, Bill Rudder, M Walton
CABOT: Jay A Makowsky

DEVALLS BLUFF: Mildred Morrow

EUREKA SPRINGS: Robin Milam

HEBER SPRINGS: Betty D Ross
JACKSONVILLE: Helen R Reynolds, Charlotte
B Rierson

LITTLE ROCK: Doris Anderson, Carol
Atkinson, Martha E Covey, Sherry Faulkner,
Kate Foti, Gene Hilton, S Jennings Johnson,
Jacqueline Major, Scott Meister, Guy E Moore,
Samantha Pearson, Helene Rush, Mary A Rush,
Jim Sutterfield

MABELVALE: Stephanie L Zimmerman
NORTH LITTLE ROCK: Earl Fox, Richard
Holden, Joanne Jarrett, Marjorie McNutt,
Gordon Schultz

What's a Reeve?

In case the July Snipe left you wondering .
.. (A Peterson or Golden field guide has the
answer, but the National Geographic guide
isn’t telling.) She is what a group of Ruffs are
hoping to meet when they hang out in
Northern European bars (e.g. gravel bars).

ASCA's Regional connection to the top
National Audubon Board of Directors
Jan Burch, 4303 E. Valley Rd,
Springfield, MO 65809

'Save The Parks'

The following editorial comment is by
former ASCA President Barry Haas who is
working with a group named ‘Save the
Parks’ to defeat the proposed road extension
of Rebsamen Park Road in Little Rock:

Most of you who have been receiving the
Snipe for the past 18 months know that ASCA
has been involved in the fight to preserve the
parks along Rebsamen Park Road in Little
Rock. The city leadership (if one can accurate-
ly call it leadership) has been determined to
build this commuter expressway to satisfy cer-
tain special interests. A federal lawsuit, decid-
ed in April 1991 in favor of the plaintiffs
(opponents of the road extension), has been in
the appeals court in St. Louis ever since.
Opponents of the project have made repeated
offers to compromise by allowing the Board of
Directors to put this single issue to a vote, or
eliminating the road’s usefulness to commuters
— the city would have none of it. The Board
remains dogged in their determination to ram
this down Little Rock’s throat.

By the time you read this the “Save the
Parks” coalition may have enough signatures
to allow ‘all’ the citizens of Little Rock to vote
on this proposal, not just the seven Board
members who have come to be identified with
certain special interest groups. Signatures will
be gathered during the change of government
Special Election on August 11. Odds are that
a successful initiative petition drive will result
in defeat of this proposed road extension at
the hands of the voters. Several unscientific
polls have shown two-thirds or more opposed
to the project's completion. It just goes to
show that sometime the little people know
best. Stay tuned to future Snipes for resolu-
tion of this sad affair. One major hurdle will
likely be cleared on August 11; the other is
just ahead on November 3, Election Day.
What will this Board do if the voters JUST SAY
NO?

June Picnic

ASCA had it's annual summer picnic at
Maumelle Park on June 13. We had approxi-
mately thirty people in attendance and good
fellowship was enjoyed by all, along with many
delicious foods to eat.

There were two highlights to the bird
walk held before supper. First, Sherry Phillips
had a large Copperhead snake slither between
her feet, and then we all got a wonderful view
of an immature Red-shouldered Hawk just
behind the park office.

A special thanks to Carl Runyon for arriv-
ing early and cleaning the pavilion for our use.

| invite you to come join us next time;
you’'ll be glad you did. — Drew Phillips
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A Spring Morning in Eden

With slurred whistles and a merry trill, a
Rufous-collared Sparrow was announcing sun-
rise as we drove out the gate, primed for a
second day of birding in Braulio Carillo
National Park. It was March 12, 1992. Lyndal
York and I had spent three nights as guests of
Snipe assistant editor Nancy King and her
husband, Mike McGowan, at their temporary
home near San Jose, Costa Rica.

Lyndal and 1 rolled down the lane,
turned right, and began to wind our way
through the suburb of Escazu. San Jose was
just coming to life this Thursday morning as
we hurried along one-way streets and made it
onto the major highway that leads to Puerto
Limon, on this Central American country’s
Caribbean coast. The turnpike to Limon
bisects the huge Braulio Carillo National
Park.

Soon we had paid a toll at the park
entrance between drifting patches of cloud,
crossed the continental divide, and started
our descent down the Caribbean slope. We
knew where to park and find trails because
Nancy had showed them to us two days earli-
er. We had already experienced those rich
green rainforest habitats; we just hadn’t spent
enough time in them yet!

We stopped first at a clearing of perhaps
five acres, where a hillside weather station
overlooks the Rio Sucio rushing far below.
(Rio Sucio means “dirty river” — but the river
isn’t “dirty” for the first reason that may come
to mind. Don’t think of eroding farmland
upstream; the suspended solids are pyroclastic
material from a volcano.) The clearing had
been productive in late morning on Tuesday
and proved equally so at this earlier hour.
Some of the birds here were familiar species
like Chestnut-sided Warbler.

Others were more exciting. In what
seemed like no time at all, we registered seven
species of tanagers, including four members of
the genus Tangara: Bay-headed, Golden-
masked, Silver-throated, and Emerald, their

names extravagant but purely descriptive. The
guild of nectar-feeders was equally impressive:
in addition to at least five species of humming-
birds, we found our first Shining
Honeycreeper — bright blue-and-black with yel-
low legs. (Two days before, a pair of Green
Honeycreepers had been there.)

The finches in this spot were eye-catch-
ing, too. We got a fine look at a Black-thighed
Grosbeak, calling hick! in the tree branches,
just like a transient Rose-breasted Grosbeak
back home in Arkansas, and looking very
much like the Yellow Grosbeak of Mexico. But
the Yellow-bellied Siskin that obliged us by
perching at length on a dead limb below eye-
level gave us even more delight. (We had seen
the Black-thighed Grosbeak Tuesday, but the
siskin was our first.) Then Lyndal topped both
of these by finding a Slate-colored Grosheak —
a plain bird, evenly gray almost all over except
for its white chin and throat. Oh, ves. I forgot
to mention its enormous coral-red beak!

With some difficulty, Lyndal and I tore
ourselves away from the clearing. While
howler monkeys roared in the distance, we
walked a nature trail that led through the for-
est from the clearing’s edge. But we found the
shady forest less productive. Not only did
there seem to be fewer birds moving around,
but we encountered one of the standard frus-
trations of birding among tall trees: we were
looking at birds’ undersides, and they tend to
bear their field marks on top!

Fearful of missing something, we drove
farther down the highway and across the river
to a second nature trail located at least 400

feet lower than the first one. We parked and
hiked that trail in record time, finding only
one new bird. But it was a very good one:
White-throated Shrike-Tanager.

When we came out of the woods, a tour
group from the States asked what we had
seen and we told them. They showed us a
Cinnamon Woodpecker they had found and
offered directions to a nesting pair of Long-
tailed Tyrants back along the road that led
from the parking lot to the highway. It was
getting close to time for us to head back to
the city, but this species was too exotic to
pass up. We bit.

The birds weren't hard to locate either.
We found both members of the pair perched
on a snag in a forest opening, little black-
white-and-gray birds scarcely as large as
pewees, but each with a greatly elongated cen-
tral pair of tail feathers. Even for a birder
used to Scissor-tailed Flycatchers (elongated
oufer tail feathers), this flycatcher was
bizarre!

That evening, at San Jose’s international
airport, we joined eight graduate biologists on
spring break arriving from Fayetteville (via
Dallas). Our combined group would spend the
next ten days experiencing other habitats in
Coata Rica, from cool cloud forest at
Monteverda to the Osa Peninsula, where the
surface on the blue Pacific is as warm as bath-
water. And the birds we would find together
were numerous and wonderful. But that is
another story. — Bill Shepherd

Field Guides Available

We have National Geographic field
guides to the birds of North America at
$17.50 each (ves, the price has gone down
from $20). We also have 3 of the Peferson’s
Western U.S. guides at $10 each (these are
being sold at our cost and will not be
replaced). If you need one of these field
guides (or have a friend that needs the perfect
gift, or know someone who wants to buy one
for themselves), call Barry Haas 225-5096.

For membership, write to Myra Runyun,
3123 Cypress, NLR 72116 or call 758-
8068.

It is important that new members join
through ASCA, so a portion of your dues
supports local activities.

The Snipe is published bi-monthly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. All edi-
torial matter needs to be sent to the editor,
7838 Powell Dr., Sherwood 72116, Deadlines
are: Jan. 15, March 16, May 15, July 15, Sept.
15, Nov. 16.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Check the Membership You Desire (includes Audubon Magazine)
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Name (Please Print)

Address Phone

City State Zip

Local Chapter: Auduben Society of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50
Please make check payable to National Audubon Society. B50

TXCH

Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatically
become a member of the National Audubon
Society. You will receive the bimonthly
national Audubon magazine and the Snipe,
published bimonthly by ASCA. It is impor-
tant for new members to join through
ASCA, so a portion of your dues supports
local activities.

To join, complete the coupon and mail with
check to Barry Haas, ASCA Treasurer, 3900
Doral Dr, Little Rock, AR 72212. Send
change-of-address to P.O. Box 51001,
Boulder, CO 80322-1001, and to Barry
Haas, so you won't miss Audubon or the
Snipe.




