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Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatical-
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Calendar of Events

February 12, Tuesday. 7:00 pm: ASCA
meeting with guest speaker, Karen
Yaich, in the auditorium at the Game &
Fish Commission building. Karen will
talk about bluebirds.

February 16-17, Saturday & Sunday,
L:00 and 3:00 pm each day: Arkansas’
“Eagle Lady™ Jane Gulley will talk about
birds of prey at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park. Reservations are required but the
tickets are free.

March 14, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
board meeting at the Game & Fish
Commission building.

April 6, saturday, 6:00 am-4:00 pm:
ASCA’s Crash Bird Course at Pinnacle
Visitors Center. The workshop offers
beginning birders tips on identification,
songbird calls, bird feeders, and field
guide and binocular selection. The cost
of $8.00 per person/family and is
payable at the door. Bring a lunch.
April 11, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
meeting with guest speaker, Dora Weyer,
who will talk about ecology and Belize.
Meet in the auditorium at the Game &
Fish Commission building.

Birdseed Still Available

For anyone who could use some
more sunflower seed, suet cakes, feed-
ers, etc., those items are still available
at the Arkansas Wildlife Federation
Office at Tanglewood Shopping Center
(Cantrell at Mississippi) in Little Rock
(663-7255). All proceeds will continue to
help our work on environmental issues.
Tell them you saw it in the Snipe!

Renewal Note

The Treasurer requests, when
renewing your membership, to use the
form and envelope sent by National

Audubon.

Barry Haas, 225-5096 or 221-1890, ASAP.

Hotlines

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and
where, and leave a message about the birds you've seen. If you need information
about Audubon, leave your name and number and someone will get back with you.
In Washington, DC

National Audubon Actionline: 202-547-9017. A recorded message gives you back-
ground information and current status of Audubon's priority issues and fast-moving
environmental legislation. Available 24 hours a day. seven days a week, the message
is updated weekly. The Hotline lets you know when sounding off will do the most
good,

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A 4-minute message
updated every Tuesday. It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so you can call
when the rates are cheapest for this area. It is great for conservation activists who
like to follow the issues, or just to keep informed.

Senators and Congressmen
Senator Dale Bumpers, 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-4843; LR 324-6286
Senator David Pryor, 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-2353; LR 324-6336
Congressman Bill Alexander, 233 CHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-4076
Congressman Beryl Anthony, 1117 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-3772
Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, 2207 RHOB, Washington, DC 20515;
202-225-4301
Congressman Ray Thornton, 1705 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, 202-225-2506;
LR 324-5941
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Mossy Lake Wetlands Area

At the ASCA January meeting,
Richard Mason, chairman of the
Arkansas Department of Pollution
Control & Ecology Commission (P C &
E). talked about Mossy Lake and
Georgia-Pacific Corp. and what con-
cerned Arkansans could do to remedy
this tragedy. He stated that Audubon
chapters in Louisiana are also con-
cerned ahout Mossy Lake because the
waters eventually flow into northern
Louisiana.

The Mossy Lake wetlands area
encompasses over 2 000 acres in a
unique wilderness area in South
Arkansas. For over 40 years this wet-
lands area has received wastewater
from Georgia-Pacific’'s Crossett paper
mill plants located nine miles north of
Mossy Lake. At the present time some
45,000,000 gallons of wastewater per day
are dumped into Coffee Creek which
flows into Mossy Lake and finally emp-
ties into the Ouachita River. The result
of this pollution has created an aquati-
cally dead lake and wetlands area.

Georgia-Pacific’s existing permit
will expire in October of 1991. Over
the years Georgia-Pacific has succeeded
in receiving a class “B” classification
exempting it from essentially all state
water quality standards. In other states
where Georgia-Pacific has paper mills,
they have met the water quality stan-
dards. Georgia-Pacific now claims the
Coffee Creek/Mossy Lake wetlands area
to be part of their treatment system and
not part of the water of the state. P C &
E has recently ruled that the waters of
Coffee Creek/Mossy Lake are indeed
waters of the state.

At the present time both Georgia-
Pacific engineers and P C & E environ-
mental engineers are working on model-
ing studies to determine under what
conditions a new permit to discharge
wastewater will be granted.

A number of individuals and conser-
vation associations have begun to press
P C & E for a new stringent permit that
will protect the waters of Coffee
Creek/Mossy Lake. In a recent letter to
the governor, Steve Wilson, director of
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the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, called the present dis-
charge “unacceptable,” and called upon
Georgia-Pacific to build a facility that
will properly and adquately treat its
effluent,

Prior to the issuance of a new per-
mit by P C & E, all interested individuals
and conservation groups should contact
P C & E to insist on a permit that will
protect the Coffee Creek/Mossy Lake
wetlands area, specifically calling for a
no lagoon or small lagoon treatment
facility and for the Ouachita River to be
the receiving point for the subsequent
discharge.

Mason stressed that there is
strength in numbers, and asked people
to write letters to P C & E, Georgia-
Pacific, the EPA, and the state newspa-
pers. Also, a non-profit environmental
corporation has been created to receive
funds designated for environmental
work, such as Mossy Lake. The checks
should be made out to E.P..C., 200 N.
Washington Street, El Dorado, AR 71730,
and state which project they are to sup-
port.

Mossy Lake wetlands area was des-
ignated by ASCA as the chapter’s main
project of the year. Any questions or
suggestions, call Barry Haas at 225-5096.

AETN Telethon

The AETN Telethon will be in
March. Anyone interested in participat-
ing contact Barry Haas at 225-5096. We
will carpool to Conway.

Bluebird Program

Karen Yaich, the non game biologist
for the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, will present a program on
Eastern Bluebirds Tuesday, February
12th at 7pm. The program will be pre-
sented at the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commision auditorium. Karen will pre-
sent a slide program and discuss how to
attract Bluebirds. She will also discuss
how her work is funded.

ASCA Annual December Meeting

The Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas held its annual meeting and
Christmas potluck dinner at Camp
Aldersgate on the evening of December
13. Fifty people attended, and in addi-
tion to a good meal and fellowship,
enjoyed a program by John Bridgham,
an interpreter at Pinnacle Mountain
State Park, on his week at one of the
National Audubon Society ecology
camps at Hog Island off the coast of
Maine. Katherine Snyder, an educator at
Washington Magnet School, also attend-
ed the Hog Island camp (along with four
other members of ASCA) and contribut-
ed slides and her observations on her
week in Maine. Both Bridgham and
Snyder were sponsored through scholar-
ships by ASCA.

In addition, ASCA presented an
award to Drew Phillips, conservation
chairman and chapter vice-president, as
1990 Volunteer of the Year for his many
hours of work throughout the year in
the conservation arena. Phillips was also
recently elected to the post of
Coordinator of the Arkansas Conserva-
tion Coalition. The Unsung Hero Award
for 1990 was presented to Florence
Mallard, a long-time member of ASCA
who has contributed her talents in so
many areas and ways whenever addi-
tional help was needed.

New Board of Directors

Three new faces were elected to
ASCA’s Board of Directors in December.
Mildred Glover, Nancy King and Florence
Mallard were voted in to serve with Neil
Curry, Bill Shepherd and Mary Ellen
Stockdale, who were re-elected.
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The President’s Column

We've turned the corner on another
year, and like everyone else in central
Arkansas I've been fighting the inhos-
pitable weather. At least | can relax by
the woodburning stove all comfy inside
and watch my ‘pets’ - the wild birds at
the feeders - pursue their daily routine.
Imagine being a bird in the ice and freez-
ing rain during the early weeks of
January, searching daily for water (not
ice, but water!) and food to survive
another day. It doesn’t look very easy,
so | help them along as best | can. This
year | added a heating element to keep
the water thawed in one of the bird
baths.

So far, so good at the feeder this
year. A group of about 50 goldfinches,
with one or two Pine Siskins mixed in,
has been at the feeder every day for
weeks now. | even have a Pine Warbler
that has been working on the suet cake -
the Downy Woodpecker seems peeved
that the Pine Warbler has invaded its
private feeding stock.

In recent days | have watched a
Pileated Woodpecker in the area (but
not at any of the feeders), as well as a
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker working the
same territory. And yes, even the squir-
rels have heen getting their fill of sun-
flower seeds (1 keep a dog dish on the
deck for the squirrels - that way they
leave the feeders to the birds.) Think
I'm a soft touch?

Christmas Bird Count Results

It was unusually mild on Saturday
morning December 15 when 24 people
set out to count birds in Little Rock.
They recorded 86 species and 123,132
birds. J. Lyndal York, who coordinated
the event, notes several birds of interest
including: an Osprey, a Broad-winged
Hawk, a Harlan's Hawk, 4 Virginia Rails,
and an American Woodcock. York says
197 House Finches were spotted, up
from only 24 last year.

In Lonoke the next day, a cold rain
fell, but 19 intrepid birders counted 93
species and 61,347 birds. York says the
highlights in Lonoke include: an
Oldsquaw, 3 Greater Yellowlegs, 2
Pectoral Sandpipers, a Common
Yellowthroat and 31 House Finches.

Program on Belize

Guest speaker for ASCA’s April 11
meeting will be Dora Weyer, from
Fayetteville, AR, who will talk on Belize,
where she lived and worked for many
years. Meet at 7:00 pm in the auditorium
at the Game & Fish Commission build-
ing.

Bird Notes and News

v A first for Arkansas! A Common
Black-headed Gull was seen at
Millwood Lake by Charles Mills during
early January. This is a Eurasian bird,
occasionally seen on the east coast.
Charles Mills also spotted two Little
Gulls at Millwood on Jan. 5.

v On Jan. 4, a Peregrine Falcon
scared away a rare Black-legged
Kittiwake at Millwood. Max and Helen
Parker witnessed this event. The
Parkers saw American Tree Sparrows
at Dardanelle Dam on Jan. 9 and three
Ross’ Geese at Holla Bend.

v Terry Butler saw them first but Bo
Verser and Roberta Crabtree positive-
ly identified three immature
Trumpeter Swans on a lake near
Heber Springs on Jan. 4.

v Two Rufous Hummingbirds were
seen and banded by Perk Floyd and
Roberta Crabtree. One was spotted in
Sherwood on Dec. 23 and the second
was still in an ElI Dorado backyard as
of Jan. 10.

v The January cold weather has
brought unusual birds to area feeders.
Somers and Ross Piazza report seeing
a Red-winged Blackbird at their feed-
er in the Broadmoor area.

v Dave and Elaine Hodges pho-
tographed an albino Red-winged
Blackbird among a flock at Holla Bend
on Jan. 12.

v At Sixty Foot Pond near
Arkadelphia, Dolores Harrington
observed a White-winged Scoter Jan.
12.

v January 12 was a great bird day,
apparently. Don Simon spotted 17
Bald Eagles at Lake Chicot State Park
and a Rough-legged Hawk.

v On a trip to Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge Dec. 7-9, Joe Gibson
saw 25 Whooping Cranes. He identi-
fied 56 species including: Common
Loon, Brown Pelican, White Ibis,
Black-bellied Whistling Duck,
Peregrine Falcon, and Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegs.

v Jack Crabtree saw a Sandhill Crane
on Nov. 30 out on County Farm Road
near Maumelle.

v House Finches have invaded feed-
ers throughout the area. Keep your
eyes peeled for similar-looking but
smaller Common Redpolls who usual-
ly reside in colder climes. Also,
Evening Grosbeaks have been seen in
Fayetteville and Morrilton.

v Report your sightings to Nancy King
at 2008 Arch St., Little Rock 72206, or
call 372-4437.
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[t is important that new members
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The Snipe is published bi-monthly by the
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. All
editorial matter needs to be sent to the
editor, 7838 Powell, Sherwood 72116.
Deadlines are: Jan. 14, March 14, May 13,
July 15 and Sept. 16.
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Profile of the Halbergs

Henry and Edith Halberg have been
members of ASCA since they moved
here from Boston in 1960. Henry retired
from his job as a government hydrolo-
gist in 1976. He now serves as ASCA
treasurer but he was chapter president
for two years and edited “The Snipe” for
16 years. Edith ("Edie") edited the
Arkansas Audubon Society’s newsletter
for 7 years.

Henry started watching birds when
he was ill with tuberculosis and resting
at home, Edie became interested in 1943
when she was working at the Children’s
Museum in Boston. Between them they
had one pair of opera glasses and the
1939 edition of Peterson’s A Field Guide
to Birds. They still have the book. They
formed a small club with 14 other bird-
ers and invited experts to come teach
them.

As members of the Massachusetts
Audubon Society, the Halbergs traveled
up and down the east coast looking at
birds. Over the years, they also visited
Mexico and six Central American coun-
tries.

What's the highlight of Henry's
birding experiences? “In Panama, | saw
the resplendent Quetzal which we call
the 'Holy Grail." It was 500-feet away and
we saw it for about 30-seconds,” he
answers without hesitation.

Edie’s fondest membory is docu-
mented in Doug James’ Arkansas
Birds. “The thing that thrilled me the
most was a Bohemian Waxwing that
came to my window here,” she recol-
lects. “It was on March 16, 1962."

Henry has served as treasurer and
on the Vestry of Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral. For 30 years he has made
weekly hospital visits as a member of
the Brotherhood of St. Andrews. Right
now he is teaching a man how to read
through Literacy Action of Central
Arkansas.

After working in Boston for 17
vears, Edie became a “professional vol-
unteer” when she moved to Little Rock.
She served on the Board of Directors at
the Museum of Science and History for
13 years, organized and taught a chil-
dren’s bird study group. Edie now works
closely with the state Audubon chapter
and oversees the funding of the
Audubon Edology Camps.

Over the past thirty years, the
Halbergs have observed changes in
ASCA. “The Society was not what it is
today. It was just a bunch of bird-watch-
ers,” says Henry. He believes the current
focus on broader environmental issues

is the right direction to go. “I think it's
extremely important . . . probably the
most important thing we ever did.”

In January they went to Brunswick,
Georgia to learn about the natural histo-
ry of the offshore islands “and do some
winter birding.”

_Florida Wilderness Retreat

Al Phillipy reports that the Audubon
Society's Corkscrew Swamp Santuary in
Florida is a remote but impressive habi-
tat. He visited the sanctuary Dec. 21.

“The eleven-thousand acre wilder-
ness contains North American’s largest
virgin cypress stand with trees over 700
years old. Wood Storks, Limpkins and
Swallow-tailed Kites are seen in the
sanctuary. I was surprised by an alliga-
tor near the boardwalk while | viewed
anhingas, Great Egrets. Little Blue
Herons, Tricolored Herons, Black-
crowned Night Herons and White Ibis at
Lettuce Lake.”

Humbusters

"The Humbusters” were at it again
in December, banding two Rufous
Hummingbirds in a week's time.

Perk and Leanah Floyd and Roberta
Crabtree banded an immature male
Rufous hummer at the home of the
Shugarts in El Dorado. In just a few days
the team was called upon again to iden-
tify and band another hummingbird in
Sherwood. It was an immature female
Rufous.

The hummingbird is lured to a feed-
er that is placed inside a trap. The bird
in hand is quickly banded; the length of
bill, wing and tail and the width of the
fifth rectrix is taken. It is weighed. The
general color patterns noted. The bird,
though frightened but unharmed, is then
released.

"The Humbusters” would like to
band and identify other hummingbird
rarities. Please call the Rare Rird Alert,
753-5853, if you think you may have a
hummingbird other than the more com-
mon Ruby-throated.

Bird Counts in Two States

Randy Mowry participated in two
Christmas Bird Counts in different states
in 1990. His first was the Little Rock
count on December 15, working with
Mel White’s team in the Burns Park area.

His second was in his native Virginia
where he helped with the Waynesboro
(Augusta County) count on December
31. Seventy-three species were counted
with highlights of a Golden Eagle and a
Merlin. This was the first recording of

these species in Augusta County.
Welcome New Members ! ! !
ALEXANDER - Regina Hoffman

BENTON - G.E. Montalvo, Margaret E.
West

BRYANT - M/M Dewey Burris

CABOT - Jay O. Cunningham, Jay A.
Makowsky, Mark Price

CARLISLE - M/M Ralph Cazer

HOT SPRINGS - Marty Lynch

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE - Inez Marie
Mauldin

JACKSONVILLE - Betty J. Graham,
Terrance Joyce, Kevin L. McNabb
LITTLE ROCK - Gabe Adney, Arkansas
Baptist High, Arkansas Cataract Center,
Virgie Barfield. Dorothy Becton, Mrs.
Fred J. Berg, Merry I. Campbell, Rita
Carroll. J. Casteel, Martha Chamness.
Jim & Madeline Coulson, Sharlett Craig,
Donna J. Daniles, Debra C. Davis, Ed
Davis, Michael L. Doty, Ronald Dubois,
J.A. Fair High School, Holly Felix, Charles
C. Files, Mrs. T. Forrester, Barry & Stacy
Frank. Janet F. Friday, Claudia Gaskins.
Michael D. Hinton, L.A. Huddle, Akers
Spence Johnson. Elizabeth Hall Jones.
Kent Justus, Bryan Kellar, Susan Kolze,
Ryan Lavendar, Margaret Mathews, Gail
McKee, Carl L. Miller, Dale Miller, Jean
Miller, Paul Moore, Hardie Neal, Nancy
Parker, Glenda C. Pehrson, Herschel D.
Raney, P.J. Redix, Hilda Rivero. I.F.
Rosell, Richard Seago, M/M John Selig,
Tony Shaw, Carol Silverstrom, lan
Spickard, Preston G. Sullivan, Steve
Sutton, Kathleen A. Taylor, Linda Terry.
Joseph C. Thompson, M/M Wythe
Walker

MABELVALE - Jeff D. Howard

MALVERN - William Conrad

NORTH LITTLE ROCK - Jane Bailey,
Virginia Brooks, Kim Burnette, M. Coffey,
Julie L. Dove, Carolyn J. Fisher, James &
Sandra Graham, Virginia Guminsky, J.M.
Hannahs, Harold T. Herold I, Philip
Kirkpatrick. Betty Kirsch, Ann
McCollum, Michael K. Miller, John Mills,
Sarah E. Shonk

SHERIDAN- Frances Skietoe

YELLVILLE - Bill & Phyllis Jones

Birdathons

Each April the National Audubon
Society sponsors Birdations all over the
country. ASCA would like to have our
first one this year. We need a coordina-
tor; this involves organizing participants
who will gather pledges based on the
number of bird species seen, talking to
merchants who may contribute some
small prize to birders who win various
competition categories, etc. Anyone
who would like to volunteer, contact



