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Six Arkansans Attend Audubon
Ecology Camp in Maine

The air was crisp and the loons
were calling as six of us from Arkansas
arrived at Hog Island in Muscongus Bay
to learn more about the earth around
us. For five glorious days, we (John
Bridgham, Nancy King & Mike
McGowan, Kathy Snyder, Mary Ellen &
Colin Stockdale) soaked up information
from trained naturalists about the flora
and fauna of the rugged Maine coast.

From early morning bird walks to
inter-tidal explorations, from a trek
through a silent spruce woods forest to
the dredging of the bay floor on a misty
morning. . . we enjoyed a hands-on
learning experience and the comma-
raderie of others who shared our enthu-
siasm. The food was wholesome, there
were no telephones or television, and
the beds welcomed our tired bodies
each night.

It was a birder’s dream come true.
We observed Bald Eagles nesting with
two young, Osprey courting, and a
colony of Atlantic Puffins; over the
water we saw Eider, Great Black-backed
Gulls, Arctic and Roseate Terns, and
Black Guillemot; and we tracked down
all sorts of warblers and other song-
birds on our walks.

The National Audubon Society
sponsors several kinds of “learning
vacations” around the country through-
out the year. Contact our chapter for
more information. -Nancy King

Welcome New Members ! !!
ALEXANDER - Mrs. B.J. Sorrels

BENTON - Ralph E. Beachem, Roland L.
Wilson

CABOT - Mrs. W.B. Langley, Marcy A.
Tobin

ENGLAND- Mitch Aufderheide

HAZEN - Hester F. Kauffman
JACKSONVILLE - Richard Clem, B.J.
Mergerschroer, Hazel M. Morris

LITTLE ROCK - Holly L. Anderson, C.R.
Baker, Lee Beverly, David A. Dill, R.
Dempster, Faeth Donovan, Reid A.
Glavin, Mrs. L. Griffin, Patricia W. Harris,
Scott Herron, Mrs. Floyd M. Hill, Brian
Keyes, Neal Kirkpatrick, India R. Lee,
Bertha Lewis, Frank McCue, Jr., Enoch
M. McCune, Mrs. D.F. Miller, William M.
Moore, Shirley Pence, Doris Self, Mrs.
Allen B. Shaw, Elizabeth Wasson
MABELVALE - Sandra S. Branton, Karen
A. Hicks, Kaye Hinson

MOUNTAIN HOME - Colin Shaw

NORTH LITTLE ROCK - Dianne Beers,
Ralph Crawford, Bridget Farrell, Jennie
L. Furr, Guy F. Galloway, Jim Robson,
Sherry L. Shockley

Regional Audubon Conference

The West Central Regional Audubon
Conference in Tulsa (June 7-10) was a
big success. As usual, we got a lot of
work done - attending workshops, meet-
ing some new and old Audubon friends
(networking is a necessity for folks like
us), and doing some birding in the area.

A number of us got our first look at
a Painted Bunting on an overcast early-
morning outing. We also were able to
view the islands used for nesting by the
Least Terns, an endangered species
(another first for most of us) - a cooper-
ative effort by the Tulsa Audubon, the
Corps of Engineers, and other groups.

ASCA is considering a project to
help gather data on Least Terns which
nest on the Arkansas River here in
Arkansas. We think this is what Au-

dubon should be doing - putting some
effort into those things dear to us.
Arkansas was well represented at
Tulsa, with ASCA members Henry and
Edith Halberg, Randy Mowry, and your
fearless leader in attendance. We
brought back some good ideas - more
on that later! -Barry Haas

NAS Board Member

Jan Burch, who is our representa-
tive on the National Audubon Society
Board of Directors, asked that we
include her name and address in our
newsletter so that any local chapter
member who wishes to contact her
regarding an Audubon related matter
can do so. Her address is 4303 E Valley
Road, Springfield, MO 65809; phone:
417-886-5564.
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Hotlines

In Washington, DC

Senators and Congressmen

LR 378-6286

(202) 225-4301

LR 378-5941

ASCA Rare Bird Alert: 753-5853. Call to learn what birds have been sighted and
where, and leave a message about the birds you've seen. If you need information
about Audubon, leave your name and number and someone will get back with you.

National Audubon Hotline: 202-547-9017. A recorded message gives you background
information and current status of Audubon's priority issues. Available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, the message is updated weekly. The Hotline lets you know

when sounding off will do the most good.

National Wildlife Federation Legislative Hotline: 202-797-6655. A 4-minute message
updated every Tuesday. It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so you can call
when the rates are cheapest for this area. It is great for conservation activists who
like to follow the issues, or just to keep informed.

Senator Dale Bumpers, 229 DSOB, Washington, DC 20510, (202) 224-4843;

Senator David Pryor, 267 RSOB, Washington, DC 20510, (202) 224-2353; LR 378-6336
Congressman Bill Alexander, 233 CHOB, Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225-4076
Congressman Beryl Anthony, 1117 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225-3772
Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, 2207 RHOB, Washington, DC 20515;

Congressman Tommy Robinson, 1541 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225-2506;
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From the President’s desk

On July 18 a number of leaders of
environmental and conservation groups,
including your chapter president, met at
the Governor's Mansion at the request
of Governor Clinton. The purpose of the
gathering was to begin to coalesce senti-
ment among the various groups so that
real, environmentally positive changes
could be brought about during the next
legislative session.

During the meeting Clinton empha-
sized several points. First, there is going
to be a legislature more receptive to
environmental legislation than ever
before. This does not mean we can get
legislation passed just because we want
it - but we do have the ear of more legis-
lators than ever. The environment is
mainstream politics, not on the fringe.
Every Arkansan is affected by these
issues, from solid waste management to
water quality (and availability), from
clear cutting to damming of free-flowing
streams.

Clinton’s second point was that leg-
islators do react to personal contact
from constituents. How many of us have
ever written or talked to our state sena-
tor or representative when something
important to us was being decided in
the legislature? Each and every one of
us can be a lobbyist for issues we hold
dear - it means hard work! This cannot
be overemphasized - call, write, or even
stop by the Capitol when the legislature
is in session. Or contact your legislator
now before the session starts - he/she
will have more time to discuss the
issues with you.

Don’t be afraid to ask other mem-
bers of ASCA for help if you would like
more information on the issues con-
cerning us. We can't afford to stand idly
by while industry groups use their influ-
ence over the legislature - we all lose
when we won't work toward our goals. |,
for one, am looking forward to the next
legislative session, because | plan to per-
sonally corner my representatives and
let them know what I want in the way of
environmental reform (if I fail, it won't
be for lack of trying).

-Barry Haas
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Conservation Update

ASCA’s Conservation Committee
chairman, Drew Phillips, has written a
letter on our behalf to Governor Bill
Clinton to protest the clear-cutting of
5200 acres in Newton County. We realize
we can’t stop this current effort which is
on private land but we want the
Governor to know of our strong disap-
proval and our determination to see that
this kind of devastation does not go
unchallenged in the future. We sent
copies of this letter to the parties
responsible for the clear-cutting:
Mountain Pine Timber, Deltic Farm and
Timber, and International Paper.

On another front. . . as one of the 15
member groups of the Arkansas
Conservation Coalition, ASCA has been
intimately involved in the current effort
to re-structure the Arkansas Pollution
Control & Ecology Commission.

As we go to press, hearings have
just concluded around the state to solic-
it suggestions to make the PC&E more
responsive to the public. We believe the
Commission serves the interests of
industry and government oftentimes at
the expense of the environment. The
Conservation Coalition - with ASCA
imput - presented a comprehensive posi-
tion paper at these hearings that
ourlines our plan to de-politicize the
PC&E. We'll keep you up to date on this
issue.

Meanwhile, YOU can help! It takes a
lot of hard work and a willingness to
write letters, talk to officials, and make

your feelings known to get results. We
can use people who want to make a pos-
itive difference in what Arkansas will be
like in the future. Contact Drew Phillips
at 666-4830 if you want to be part of the
solution.

The list of conservation projects
across the state seems to grow and
grow. On Tuesday July 10, ASCA went on
record (at the Corps of Engineers hear-
ing) as opposing the extension of
Rebsamen Park Road. The Corps is
being asked to issue a permit for a
bridge over Jimmerson Creek which, if
denied, would stop the proposed road
extention cold. We would much prefer to
see the affected area dedicated purely
for recreational interests - bicyclists, jog-
gers, walkers, and some picnic areas
near both ends. The City of Little Rock
has an opportunity afforded few commu-
nities to build a first class recreational
area (without vehicle traffic) if the City
Board would only have a vision of what
can be, not what normally is.

Several other issues of significance-
a battle to prevent the damming of the
North Fork of the Saline River in Benton
(which would displace about 40 fami-
lies) to create a municipal water supply.
Benton residents are fighting the pro-
posed dam (in favor of alternative
plans). Residents of Cabot are fighting a
proposed sewer system in their commu-
nity in favor of an alternate threatment.
They claim the system proposed by the
local officials will not work as planned.

Kroger Begins to Recycle

Kroger grocery stores in Arkansas
and throughout the southwest have
opened Recycling Centers to recycle alu-
minum, glass and plastic products.

The store will pay patrons 25 cents
per pound for aluminum cans. Glass and
plastics will be transported by Kroger to
processing plants where they will be
recycled into reuseable goods. The store
also offers a cash refund if patrons re-
use their paper grocery sacks.

Kroger has taken a big step and we
hope other grocery stores will follow.
The city of Little Rock is expected to set
up recycling centers this month.
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Education: Summer Doesn’t Stop
ASCA Volunteers

Sixty members of 4-H had an excel-
lent birding field trip during their work-
shop at Ferndale 4-H Center on June 6th.
The birding trip was led by ASCA mem-
bers, Nell Ambrose, Neil Curry, Chris
Granger, Cathy Mitchell and Dick Smith.

Florence Mallard and Janet Stewart
grabbed the attention of youngsters
attending the Summer Laureate
Program at UALR on August 2-3. They
presented a program on birds to the
students learning about natural science.

Acknowledging that birders come in
all ages, Janet also brought our ASCA
program to the folks at the Pleasant
Hills Retirement Center. If you know of
any group that might enjoy a stunning
slide show and talk from experienced
birders, contact Cathy Mitchell or Neal
Curry.

“Audubon Adventures” is a class-
room environmental education program
designed for children in grades 3-6.
ASCA will sponsor 20 classrooms this
fall and we're looking for teachers who
might be interested in participating. Call
Florence Mallard at 663-8803.

ASCA sent two area educators to
Audubon Camp this year - John
Bridgham, a naturalist at Pinnacle
Mountain State Park and Kathryn
Snyder, a science teacher at Washington
Elementary School in Little Rock. Both
had a learning experience that will
hopefully serve them well in their
futures teaching young people.

Field Trip Report

Fifteen excited birders saw four
endangered Red-cockaded Woodpeck-
ers on the July 14th field trip to Pine
City. Group leader Bill Shepherd was
delighted because he had expected to
spot only the breeding pair of these rare
birds but happily discovered two young
who survived this year.

Seen or heard on this trip were six
of the seven woodpeckers normally
seen in Arkansas this time of year - Red-
headed, Red-bellied, Downy, Red-cock-
aded, flicker and Pileated Woodpeckers.
In total, two dozen bird species were
found.

A detour to Harris Brake on the
June 23rd field trip to Magazine
Mountain brought unexpected results.
Mel White and 17 others saw strong evi-
dence of nesting Tree Swallows, an
unusual occurance in Arkansas. At
Magazine Mountain, the group saw a
wide variety of birds including a good
look at Ovenbirds and Summer
Tanagers.

Bird Notes and News

v Mel White and Bill Shepherd counted
14 Mississippi Kites near Lake Rosen-
baum in North Little Rock on July 15.

v Many Arkansas birders have made a
beeline to catch a glimpse of the rarely-
seen (here) Green Violet-ear Humming-
bird. The bird was seen at a backyard
feeder north of Lurton in mid-July. It's
the third documented sighting of this
bird in Arkansas. Birders from other
states have also come to see the hum-
mingbird.

v Several people have spotted Least
Terns apparently nesting on sandbars in
the Arkansas River. Al Phillipy saw four
of the endangered birds July 6.

v On a trip to the Olympic Peninsula in
Washington state this July, Barry Haas
saw Spotted Sandpiper, Violet-green
Swallow, Steller’s Jay, Chestnut-backed
Chickadee and Wilson’s Warbler.

v Barry also visited south Texas in late
June and observed Black-bellied
Whistling Duck, Black-shouldered Kite,
chachalaca, Black-necked Stilt, Buff-bel-
lied Hummingbird, Golden-fronted
Woodpecker, kiskadee, Green Jay and
Hooded Oriole.

vDuring the regional Audubon
Conference in Tulsa June 7-10, Randy
Mowry reports sighting Least Tern,
Swainson’s Hawk, Greater Prairie
Chicken, Upland Sandpiper, Painted
Bunting, Grasshopper Sparrow and
Great-tailed Grackle.

v Susan Nichols was surprised to see
bluebirds at her birdbath during early
June in downtown Little Rock. Bill Hall
saw the same unusual bluebird behavior
at his bachyard feeder in North Little
Rock.

v On a trip to the Marin County,
California area in May, Dick Smith added
to his life list Brandt’s and Pelagic
Cormorant, Long-billed Curlew,
Whimbrel, Red-necked Phalarope,
Western Gull, murre, Acorn Woodpeck-
er, Scrub Jay, raven and Tricolored
Blackbird.

v At Bull Shoals State Park, Duane Moren
reports some exciting springtime sight-
ings including: 47 American Wigeons, 6
Philadelphia Vireos, 18 Swainson’s
Thrush, Bay-breasted and Connecticut
Warblers and Harris’ Sparrow.

¢ Report your sightings to Nancy King at
2008 Arch St., Little Rock 72206, or call
372-4437.

1990 AAS Field List Price Correction

The Field List is available locally
from Roberta Crabtree, 2036 Topf Road,
NLR 72116. Price: one for 15 cents, two
for 25 cents, 50 for $5.00.
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Arkansas Audubon Council

After much work behind the scenes
(beginning years ago), another attempt
is being made to form an Arkansas
Audubon Council - a group of all
Audubon chapters in the state which
would allow intra-chapter communica-
tions on issues affecting all of us.
Formation of a state Council will be a
major step forward for us.

A letter was mailed to all chapter
presidents on July 2 informing them of
the effort, and soliciting their participa-
tion. Bylaws will be forthcoming shortly,
and we are hopeful a meeting can be
hald within the next 60 days of interest-
ed chapter representatives.

Friends in High Places

The Audubon Society will have a
good friend in the Arkansas legislature
next year when Vic Snyder assumes the
Senate seat for District 23. A soft-spo-
ken, family practice physician, Snyder
won the Demoncratic nomination May
29th and faces no opposition in the fall.

Snyder has been a member of ASCA
for about three years and frequently
goes on field trips with us. He also sup-
ports the Nature Conservancy, Arkansas
Wildlife Federation and Ducks Unlimited.

Asked if he expects to be a voice for
environmental concerns in the Senate,
Snyder said, “I am optimistic there will
be a good number of people, including
Governor Clinton, who will be looking
for ways to improve our environment.
Arkansas is a small state and we are all
dependent on each other to protect our
air, land and water for the future. | hope
to be a part of that common concern.”

Snyder says this is a good time to
hear from constituents who want to
share their views (environmental or oth-
erwise) with him. He can be reached at
324 Valmar St., Little Rock 72205 or 663-
7336. Call him - he’s a good listener.

HELP!

We need help. With 800 members,
ASCA continues to rely on too small a
core of folks to get everything done.

When we meet the second
Thursday of every month, our meetings
are open to (and we welcome) all chap-
ter members. As often as possible we try
to have a program to begin the meeting,
the subject matter of which could be
endangered species or other topics of
interest to people with an environmental
awareness.

Everybody is allowed to contribute
when we have the business portion of
the meeting. We get involved in a num-
ber of environmental battles around the
state - people or groups come to
Audubon for help because we have a
reputation as a credible organization
nationally.

Don’t be afraid to come to the meet-
ings - we are ordinary folks, and bird-
watching is only one of our interests.

If you have an interest in improving
the environment, do yourself a favor and
get involved - everyone wants someone
else to solve the problems. But we all
are the ‘someone else.’ -Barry Haas

Many Thanks to Perk Floyd

The vivacious and venerable Perk
Floyd is stepping down as the long-time
chairman of the Audubon Christmas
Count. Over the years Perk and his
charming wife, Leanah, have been
involved in many aspects of ASCA.

In appreciation for his untiring
efforts, ASCA presented Perk with a
videotape at the annual June Potluck
supper (held, naturally, at Perk’s
Lakeside home). All of us at ASCA hope
the tape, “Hummingbirds Up Close,” will
provide Perk with many hours of plea-
sure.

Upcoming Bird Activities
at Pinnacle Mountain

For tips on how to attract more
birds to your backyard feeder, be sure to
attend the “Bird Feeder Wordshop™ at
Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Saturday
August 18th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Park
naturalists will discuss feeders, different
bird seed, and how to make “Magic Mix.”
Feeders and guide books will be sold.

The birds and other Park wildlife
need our help Saturday, September 8th.
That’s the Great Arkansas Cleanup. . . a
day set aside for volunteers to pick up
litter in the Park.

Join members of ASCA for the annu-
al Hawk Watch at Pinnacle on Saturday,
September 22nd. Last year observers
saw hawks as well as 1,400 White
Pelicans and Osprey. Experienced spot-
ters will be there to help, and films
about the migrating birds will be shown
at the Visitor Center. Volunteers are
needed for all these activities. Call John
Bridgham at 868-5806.

Calendar of Events

August - December: Earth Alert exhibit
at the State Capitol, 1st floor

August 9, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
Board Meeting at the Game & Fish
Building. All members are invited;
remember to bring your own cup for
refreshments.

August 18, Saturday, 2:00-4:00. pm: This
Is For the Birds, bird feeder workshop at
Pinnacle.

September 9, Sunday, 9:00 am -2:00 pm:
Great Arkansas Cleanup at Pinnacle.
Contact the Visitor Center at 868-5806.
September 13, Thursday, 7:00 pm: ASCA
Board Meeting at the Game & Fish
Building. All members are welcome,
September 22, Saturday: 12th Annual
Hawk Watch at Pinnacle Mountain State
Park. Free Admission; call 868-5806.

For membership, write to Henry
Halberg, 5809 N. Country Club, Little
Rock, AR 72207, or call 663-1812.

It is important that new members
join through ASCA, as a portion of
their dues supports local activities.

The Snipe is published bi-monthly by
the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas. All editorial matter needs to
be sent to the editor, 7838 Powell,
Sherwood 72116. Deadlines are: May 14,
July 12, Sept. 13, and Nov. 13.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Check the Membership You Desire (includes Audubon Magazine)
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Name (Please Print)
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City State Zip

Local Chapter: Audubon Society of Central Arkansas, NAS #B-50
Please make your check payable to National Audubon Society BSO

7XCH

Join the Audubon Society of Central
Arkansas (ASCA) and you automatical-
ly become a member of the National
Audubon Society. You will receive the
bimonthly national Audubon magazine
and the Snipe, published bimonthly by
ASCA. 1t is important for new members
to join through ASCA, so a portion of
your dues supports local activities.

To join, complete the coupon and mail
with check to Henry Halberg, ASCA
treasurer, 5809 N. Country Club, Little
Rock, AR 72207. Send change-of-
address to P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO
80322-1001, and to Henry Halberg, so
you won't miss Audubon or the Snipe.




