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BirdAR Birdathon 
 

Dan Scheiman 
Birdathon Coordinator 
 

     Registration is now open for Audubon Delta’s BirdAR 
Birdathon. Birdathons all over the country engage 
thousands of birders in raising hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for bird conservation. The BirdAR Birdathon 
is a competitive search for birds plus a fun way to raise 
money for Audubon Delta's bird 
conservation and environmental edu-
cation work in Arkansas.  
     Like last year, two team categories are 
available to provide everyone the 
opportunity to participate in a way that is 
safe and comfortable. Group Birdathon 
teams consist of two to five participants 
who will bird together anywhere in the 
state ($250 fundraising minimum). 
Backyard Birdathon teams are an 
individual or household who bird from 
the comfort of their home ($100 minimum). All teams 
have a full 24 hours on date of your choosing between 
Saturday, April 29, and Sunday, May 21. BirdCast 
(https://birdcast.info) can help you pick a great day for 

migration. On Wednesday May 24, all teams are invited 
to join us for an evening virtual Bird Bash where teams 
will share experiences and announce prizes for Most 
Species (Group), Most Species (Backyard), and Most 
Money Raised. In addition, team members will receive a 

t-shirt, sticker, and car door magnet letting 
onlookers know you are a volunteer birder 
(also handy for CBCs, etc.) 
     Last year’s Birdathon was a success, 
despite the coronavirus. Altogether the 12 
teams tallied 192 species and raised over 
$7,400! 
     Registration forms can be found at  
http://ar.audubon.org/bird-ar. The dead-
line is April 14. The sooner you register 
your team the sooner Audubon Arkansas 
will create your team’s profile page to 

make fundraising easier, e.g. friends and family 
anywhere in the world can donate online.  
     I’m looking forward to competing with you for a good 
cause. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Birding Southern Mexico -- Chiapas, Oaxaca and Veracruz 
 
Patty McLean 
 

     Joining friends from Georgia, Michael Linz and Patty 
McLean took a November 2022 birding trip to Mexico 
under the leadership of Kim Risen, owner of NatureScape 
Tours. Here's their story. 
     We enjoyed the birds, the mountains and the people 
from Chiapas through Oaxaca to Veracruz, crossing the 
isthmus of Mexico from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of 
Mexico. In addition to endemic birds and other regional 
specialties, we were looking forward to trying the local 
food, particularly in Oaxaca. We weren't sure what to 
expect (tacos, burritos – or something more exotic?), 
and the food varied within each region. Some of the top 
agricultural products are chocolate, avocados, and 
shade grown coffee – and we enjoyed all of them almost 
every day, primarily  in the form of mole, guacamole, 
and fresh-ground coffee. Other memorable foods 
included fresh caught Red Snapper cooked on an open 
oven while enjoying the Pacific Ocean overlooking a 

large rock with numerous Blue-footed Boobies enjoying 
their day. 
     The beauty of this region is indescribable with ocean, 
mountains, lowlands crossing through rain forests, 
cloud forests, and Gulf Coast flatlands, and the people 
are warm and friendly...and very hard working even 
under difficult conditions. 
     Besides the beauty of the land, we were delighted by 
the sight and sound of birds, particularly the endemics 
with one being our favorite-ever warbler – the Red 
Warbler. We were fortunate to see this handsome 
species in several areas throughout the mountains. 
     And, of course, you can't go to Mexico without 
looking for trogons, and we got good looks at several – 
Mountain, Citreoline, Gartered, and Collared. 
     No trip to Mexico would be complete without seeing 
dozens of hummingbirds and we were treated to a 
amazing variety. November is a good time for humming- 
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Thoughts of Spring and Migration 
 
 

     A flood of seed and plant catalogs and 
the early portents of spring, paperwhite 
narcissus that failed in the recent cold snap, 
crocuses beginning to bloom, and the ever 
perky Spring Beauties (Claytonia virginica) 
waking up, all say warmer weather is just 
around the corner. It won’t be long before 
it’s time for late winter cleanup in the 
garden, the annual pruning of woody 
shrubs and fruit trees, and setting up seed 
flats for the 2023 growing season.  
     When cutting back the stems of last 
summer’s native perennial flowers, 
consider leaving 12-18 inches of stem 
standing in the garden. Dead stems do not 
appeal to our sense of tidiness, but those 
thin, dry coneflower, monarda, milkweed, 
and goldenrod stems, among others, make 
wonderful brood chambers for about 15% 
of our small native bees. The bees drill tiny 
holes in the year-old stems, deposit their 
eggs and a pollen food pack, and if all goes 
well, a year from this spring, a new 
generation of bees emerge to continue their 
cycle of life.  
     Some of you reading this may not visit 
the Little Rock Audubon Center often. Do 
you know the Center showcases various 
native plants in multiple garden beds 
around the center? It has taken several 

years and much hard work by the Center’s 
staff as well as a dedicated core group of 
volunteers and many other intermittent 
volunteers to establish specimen plantings 
of about 70 Arkansas native species that 
bloom from spring into late fall in multiple 
beds including a dry railroad timber bed 
and a rain garden.  
     In addition to the garden activities, the 
Center sponsors two native plant sales each 
year, maintains Chimney Swift towers, and 
a MOTUS tracking tower to pick up radio 
transmissions from tagged migratory birds 
that pass nearby. The first bird to check in 
at the Center this past fall was a Swainson’s 
Thrush, a relative of the familiar American 
Robin, originally tagged in British Columbia 
and passing through central Arkansas on 
its way to Costa Rica. Finally, the Center has 
a mile-long, paved ADA wildlife 
observation trail that goes up the hillside 
behind the center. In addition to seeing and 
hearing a variety of birds, visitors also have 
an unobstructed view of most of downtown 
Little Rock.  
     If you happen to be looking for 
something to do this spring, come visit the 
Center at 4500 Springer Boulevard in Little 
Rock or find more information at  
https://ar.audubon.org/about-us 

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Save the Date 
 

     The Arkansas Audubon Society will hold 
its Spring Conference, May 5 and 6, at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Jonesboro. For more 
information and to register for the 
conference, visit the AAS website at 
https://arbirds.org. 
 
     May 14, 2023, is World Migratory Bird 
Day (WMBD). Go birding, enjoy spring 
migration, and be sure to enter your 
sightings in eBird.  
___________________________________ 

 

Welcome New Member 
 

Lynn Schaefer 
 

 

  

 

     Kathy Knierim (pictured above) and 
Ryan Dickerson had a good time 
participating in their first Little Rock CBC.  

 

President’s Column 
 

 
ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
treasurer.ascabird@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 

 

Board Members 
 

Lynn Christie 
christie-j@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Lance Runion 
lancerad2000@yahoo.com 

 

Meredith Swartwout 
meredith.swartwout@agfc.ar.gov 

 
Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Meredith Swartwout 
meredith.swartwout@agfc.ar.gov 

 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
treasurer.ascabird@gmail.com 
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NOTE – All upcoming meetings will be online via Zoom. Visit 
ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. Registration takes 
the place of a sign-in sheet. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meeting. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

March 9, 2023 – The Birds of Southern Africa 
Joe Tucker 

 
 

     Joe Tucker will present his August 2022 trip to South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Eswatini (previously Swaziland), Zambia and Namibia. During this trip, 
Joe added over 100 species to his life list. He will show excellent photos of many of 
them. 
      Joe Tucker has been retired for 10 years from the legal side of the commercial 
causality side of the insurance industry (business insurance). His career has 
spanned many of the sciences: chemistry, medicine, psychology, engineering, law, 
risk management, and education. His love of nature photography dates back 68 
years! He is a Master Naturalist. So far, he and his wife of 53 years have traveled to 
70 of the world's nations and will add nine more in 2023. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

April 13, 2023 – Managing Bald Knob NWR for the Birds 
Chris Swanson, Project Leader, Central AR NWR Complex and 

Paul Provence, Deputy Project Leader, Central AR NWR Complex 
 

     Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge is one of the most popular birding hotspots in 
Arkansas. Birders flock there, especially in the fall, for shorebirds, waterfowl, and 
waders. The refuge hosts birds in abundance, in large part, because the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) manages habitat for them. Chris Swanson and Paul 
Provence will discuss their management regime for the refuge. Show them your 
appreciation, and ask questions about the work they do. 
     Chris Swanson is the Project Leader for the Central Arkansas National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex (CARNWRC) which consists of: Holla Bend, Logan Cave, Bald Knob, 
Cache River, Big Lake, and Wapanocca. He is a 20-year veteran of the USFWS and 
has worked in four Regions, two Regional Offices, two National Wildlife Refuge 
Complexes, two Wetland Management Districts, and a state-wide Ecological 
Services Field Office. He served as the Project Leader at the Idaho Fish and Wildlife 
Office where he provided leadership in the delivery of landscape-level conservation 
through implementation of Endangered Species Act. He earned a B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. 
in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from South Dakota State University.  
     Paul Provence is the Deputy Project Leader for the CARNWRC. He obtained his 
B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology from Louisiana State University and began his 
professional career in 2000 working for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission in 
the bottomland hardwoods of northeast Arkansas. He then went on to work for the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in the marshes of south Louisiana. 
Paul joined the USFWS in 2010 as a Biologist for the Southeast Louisiana Refuge 
Complex at Mandalay and Bayou Teche NWRs, and later served as a Biologist for the 
Central Louisiana Refuge Complex. In 2015, he returned to his home state of 
Arkansas to serve as the Refuge Manager for Bald Knob, Holla Bend and Logan Cave. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

May 2023 – No Meeting 
 

     Please note: ASCA does not hold a meeting in May. Go birding and enjoy spring 
migration!  
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 
 

Little Rock and Lonoke 
CBC Results 

 
Dan Scheiman 
ASCA CBC Complier 
 

     For the Little Rock CBC held 
December 17, 2022, twenty-six 
field birders and seven feeder-
watchers (with over-lap between 
the two) tallied 10,533 birds of 
89 species over a collective 58 
hours and 204 miles. For some it 
was their first CBC so I 
appreciate them taking the 
plunge.  
     It was the first day of the 
season I could feel the cold air in 
my lungs. My feet and hands 
were ice cubes for the first 
couple of hours. The sun really 
helped, but its warmth battled 
against the wind for control of 
the temperature all day.  
     No high counts this year; in 
fact it appears we missed any 
massive flocks of robins, 
starlings, and blackbirds. There 
were three species with fewer 
than 10 records: a Canvasback 
(9th record), two Blue-headed 
Vireos (7th), and a Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher (surprisingly just 
the 2nd record). 
     For the Lonoke CBC held 
December 18, 19 birders tallied 
108,556 individuals of a 
respectable 103 species over a 
collective 42 hours and 147 
miles. It was a sunny and 
seasonable (I’d say reasonable) 
winter day. Notable species with 
fewer than ten records were 5 
American Avocets (4th record), 1 
Spotted Sandpiper (2nd), 1 
American White Pelican (4th), 
and 20 Black-crowned Night-
Herons (5th and high count).  
      Every year is different, things 
change, and that’s why we keep 
counting! 
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Arkansas Birding Hotspots 
 

     There is a new opportunity to contribute to our 
birding community. Introducing the Arkansas Birding 
Hotspots website https://birdinghotspots.org/us/arkan 
sas. This platform allows birders to submit photos of a 
hotspot or to offer tips for birding, birds of interest, or 
notable trails. Every eBird hotspot has a page. On each 
page you will find links to "Upload Photos" or "Suggest 
Edit." Where do you park? Is there a good time of the 
year to visit? Is there a trail, pond, or other area you 
would recommend? Is it helpful to carry a scope? Are 
there safety concerns? If access is restricted, who do 
you ask for permission? Help birders know where to go 
and what to expect when they visit. Even if a hotspot 
has information, we welcome edits, updates, and better 
photos. Click Find Hotspots on the homepage for a 
search menu.  
     The handful of other states that have birding hotspot 
platforms have seen thousands of visitors to their pages. 
This is a boon for our state’s avitourism, as well as our 
fellow Arkansans. Like Wikipedia, the more our birding 
community contributes, the more useful this site will be 
for us all. All submissions are reviewed by an editor 
before being made public. 
     The volunteer editorial team has kicked things off 
with full accounts of some of the hottest hotspots, plus 
basic info for every state park, WMA, NWR, natural area, 
Corps lake and more.  
 

Examples: 
     Bald Knob NWR 
     https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L218758 
     Stuttgart Municipal Airport 
     https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L127211 
     Woolsey Wet Prairie 
     https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L502940 
  
Tips for submissions: 

 Consider what would be most helpful for a 
visiting birder to know. 

 Add only what you know; most fields are 
optional. 

 Write in third person, e.g. This site is best visited 
in spring. NOT I prefer to visit this site in spring. 

 Add a link for the “official” webpage about the 
location, if applicable. 

 Capitalize bird names just as they appear in field 
guides. 

 Photos should feature habitats and show what 
the location looks like. Birds can be in the photos 
but are not the focus of photos. 

 Remove watermarks from photos. All photos are 
released into the public domain unless otherwise 
noted. For copyright add © before your name in 
the credit “By …” line. 

     We look forward to seeing this website grow

     The Editors: Sandy Berger, Betty Evans, Patty McLean, Devin Moon, Allan Mueller, Ariana Remmel, and Dan Scheiman 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

300 Birds 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

     Over Thanksgiving week, while visiting family on 
Long Island, I finally achieved a milestone many years in 
the making. A Marbled Godwit at the Jones Beach Coast 
Guard Station was New York state bird #300 for me!  
     I am originally from Long Island. I discovered birds 
on my own in 1990 at age 13. 
Shortly after I was attending bird 
walks with South Shore Audubon 
Society. But it wasn’t until I attended 
Cornell that I learned the thrill of 
listing and chasing rare birds. Since 
graduating and moving out of state 
in 1998, it’s been difficult to add 
birds as there are limited chances to 
chase new ones when I visit family, 
mostly around Thanksgiving. I have 
been fortunate to tick rarities like 
Hermit Warbler (2002), Mountain 
Bluebird (2004), Hammond’s 
Flycatcher (2006), Ash-throated Flycatcher (2009), 
Barrow’s Goldeneye (2012), Cassin’s Kingbird (2014) 

and Bar-tailed Godwit (2022), as well as see regularly 
occurring species I missed as a kid.  
     On my most recent visit I was three shy from 300. A 
stunning, stakeout male Calliope Hummingbird in 
Eastport was quite cooperative. Black Vultures are 

sparse over eastern Long Island, but I 
learned one regularly roosts with 
Turkey Vultures in Riverhead. Then, 
on my second try, that magnificent 
Marbled Godwit in a mass of 
shorebirds.  
     In an amazing coincidence, 
Marbled Godwit was Arkansas state 
bird #300! I reached that goal in 
2007, less than 2.5 years after 
moving to Arkansas. In contrast, it 
took me 35 years to reach 300 for 
New York; 27 years after hitting 
#200 (Snow Bunting, 1995). What a 

joy to finally reach this milestone! I certainly won’t be 
stopping there. 

 

Dan Scheiman 

https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L218758
https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L127211
https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L502940
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Birding Borneo 
 

Karen Holliday 
 

     Being chased by a large male Orangutan, pulling 
Tiger Leeches off various body parts, watching Giant 
Red Flying Squirrels gliding through the rainforest at 
dusk, avoiding an arboreal Keeled Green Pit Viper lying 
in wait on a branch alongside the trail--Welcome to 
Birding in Borneo!   
     Becky Wheeler and I spent three weeks in November 
birding the Sabah area of northern Borneo. Borneo is 
the third largest island in the world and straddles the 
equator in Malaysia. Our tour group was six birders, 
two leaders, and Azmel our local expert who 
accompanied us the entire trip. The Borneo people are 
some of the friendliest people I’ve met on my various 
international trips. They are proud of their country, 
culture and customs. One of our drivers took great 
delight in teaching me some of his language. I would 
then try it out on the residents. That usually elicited 
both laughs and bemusement from the locals. He is 
descended from one of Borneo’s headhunter tribes, so I 
was always very respectful! 
     Our first two days were spent birding the coastal 
wetlands, mudflats, and grassland areas around Kota 
Kinabalu, the state capitol of Sabah. Highlights were 
Chinese Egrets, Whiskered Terns, Little Ringed Plover, 
Wood Sandpiper, and Chinese Pond-Heron, Each 
evening we were dazzled by spectacular sunsets. We 
then spent three days birding the Crocker Range and 
Mt. Kinabalu. It’s the highest mountain between New 
Guinea and the Himalayas. Highlights were a Kinabalu 
Serpent-Eagle, Whitehead’s Broadbill, Dark Hawk- 
Cuckoo, Bornean Treepie, and Whistling Thrush, Green 
Magpie, and  Pale Giant Squirrel. 
     We spent five nights at the famed Borneo Rainforest 
Lodge in Danum Valley. Rhinoceros Hornbills were 
abundant and noisy. White-crowned Sharmas, Velvet-
fronted Nuthatches, Spectacled Spiderhunter, Crimson 
Sunbird, Raffle’s Malkoa, and Crimson-winged 
Woodpeckers were just a few of the many birds we saw. 
We were so fortunate to see five wild Orangutans, 
including “Son” (pictured below), the 35 year-old male 
who chased us.   
 

 

Orangutan in Malay means “Man of the Forest”.  Also 
seen were a Leopard Cat, Lesser Mouse Deer, a Slow 
Loris, Long-tailed Macaques, Bornean Gibbon, and 
venomous Red-sided Keelback Water Snakes. 
     In the Poring Hot Springs area, we saw giant Rafflesia 
plants in full bloom. We were very lucky because it 
takes almost a year for a bud to develop into a full 
bloom.  It’s also known as the Stinking Corpse Lily and 
the smell attracts a lot of flies!  Poring means bamboo in 
Malay and there was lots of bamboo in the area. 

 

 
Rafflesia - Photo: Karen Holliday 

 
     At Sukau Rainforest Lodge, we did daily morning and 
afternoon boat trips on the Kinabatangan River, Sabah’s 
largest river. We racked up four species of Hornbills: 
Bushy-crested, Black, Oriental Pied, and Wrinkled.  
     Also seen were soaring Lesser Adjutants, a Buffy 
Fish-Owl, Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle, Storm's Storks, and 
huge flocks of Long-tailed Parakeets. Kingfishers were 
abundant.  We saw Stork-billed, Ruddy, Common, Blue-
ear, Oriental Dwarf, and Collard. Fascinating were the 
Proboscis Monkeys with their weird noses, plus Silver 
Langurs, Saltwater Crocodiles, Island Palm Civet, and 
the secretive Bornean Colugo 
     At the Sepilok Rainforest Discovery Center, the 
canopy walkways and towers put us at tree-top level 
with many of the birds. Highlights were a flock of 
Bornean Bristleheads, Black-and-yellow Broadbills, a 
pair of White-bellied Woodpeckers, and Black-winged 
Flycatcher-shrikes. Main primates seen were Pig-tailed 
and Long-tailed Macaques, Red Leaf Monkeys, and a 
fairly young Orangutan (16-18 years old).  
     The local guides at all the lodges were amazing.  They 
were so knowledgeable and helpful. Our group saw a 
total of 290 species of birds and a superb variety of 
unique animals. Becky declared the trip a success in 
spite of having to fly thousands of miles each way, 
dripping buckets of sweat daily in the humid heat, 
dealing with leech socks and leeches, and getting up at 4 
a.m. to be out birding by sunrise. 
     Go birding in Borneo. It’s an awesome adventure! 

 

Rick Bowers 
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    ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and carpooling is available for trips 
outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced 
birders, or perhaps a chance to see a life birdt. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA 
Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 11, 2023 
Delta Rivers Nature Center, Boyd Point 

Wastewater Facility, Lake Saracen, Wilbur 
West Road - Pine Bluff 

 
     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Dixon Rd. commuter lot, Exit 
3 off I-530 South. We’ll arrive at the Delta Rivers Nature 
Center in Pine Bluff around 8:00 a.m. We’ll bird the 
parking lot until the Center opens at 8:30 a.m. The area 
has diverse habitats such as cypress and tupelo 
swamps, open water, and wetlands. Lingering sparrows, 
winter finches, wrens, egrets, and herons will be our 
main targets. Walking is on paved trails and board-
walks. Next stop is the Boyd Point Wastewater Facility 
to look for ducks and gulls.  If time permits, we’ll also 
check Lake Saracen and Wilber West Road.  
     Bring water, snacks, and lunch. The trip can last into 
the afternoon. Participants are welcome to leave at any 
time. 
     Directions—From the Dixon Rd. commuter lot, take I-
530 south to Pine Bluff for 35 miles until I-530 becomes 
Hwy. 65B (Exit 35). Go 6 miles, continuing past Lake 
Saracen. Turn left onto Regional Park Drive.  
(Convention Center Dr.). Continue on Regional Park 
Drive approximately 1.2 miles. Turn right onto 1400 
Black Dog Road. Follow signs to the Nature Center. 
     Coordinates: 34.2394, -91.990,  www.deltarivers.com 
__________________________________________________ 

 

April 22, 2023 
Frog Bayou Wildlife Management Area - 

  Dyer 
 
     Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot 
located at Exit 135 off I-40 West.  It’s approximately a 2 
hour drive to Frog Bayou Wildlife Management Area. 
Frog Bayou WMA was established in 2005 by the AGFC 
in partnership with Ducks Unlimited and the U.S. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. This former 
farm is a wetland restoration area, with migratory 
waterfowl as its main user. Secretive marsh birds like 
Sora, Virginia Rail, and Least Bittern will be our target 
birds. A variety of wading birds also visit the area.  
Walking the moist soil units will be on level dirt paths. If 
time allows, we’ll check the Alma Sewer Treatment 

Facility area for Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks and 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds.  
     Bring water, snacks, and lunch. We’ll return to Little 
Rock by late afternoon. 
     For those in western Arkansas who would like to join 
us, meet our group at 8:45 a.m. at the Phillips 66 Truck 
Stop located at the Dyer Exit 20 on the south side of I-
40.  The truck stop is on your right just before the Hwy. 
64 intersection.  Breakfast and lunch items are available 
at the truck stop 
__________________________________________________ 

 

May 13,2023 
Gillam Park and Little Rock Audubon  

Center - Little Rock 

 
     Join our field trip and celebrate World Migratory Bird 
Day (WMBD), experiencing the excitement of spring 
migration. At least four thousand different species of 
birds are moving from their southern wintering 
grounds to their northern summer nesting sites. It will 
be a great day to be outside enjoying nature. This 
birding trip is also a BirdAR Birdathon team. This is a 
fun, friendly competition among the teams to raise 
money for bird conservation in Arkansas, sponsored by 
Audubon Arkansas. Donate to the team by going to 
ar.audubon.org/birdathon/asca. 
     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at Gillam Park in the far parking lot. 
It’s moderate walking on fairly level, but possibly 
muddy trails. Gillam is great for spring warblers. Once 
finished at Gillam, we’ll head to Industrial Harbor Road 
and the David D. Terry Lock & Dam area to look for 
Western Kingbirds, Bobolinks, spring warblers, and 
Painted Buntings. Bring water and snacks, the trip can 
last into early afternoon. Wear sturdy walking shoes or 
hiking boots. 
     Directions—Gillam Park is in southeast Little Rock 
near the airport. Address is 5300 Gillam Park Road, 
Little Rock. Take I-30 West south from Little Rock. 
Merge onto I-440 going towards the airport. Take Exit 
1-Springer Road. At the end of the ramp, turn left onto 
Springer Road. Go approximately 1 mile. Turn right 
onto Gillam Park Road. Follow it into the park to the last 
parking lot.  
     Coordinates: 34.7068, -92.2560   
 

 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.deltarivers.com/
http://www.ar.audubon.org/birdathon/asca
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     Field Trip Report 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 

 

Lake Dardanelle and Holla Bend NWR 
January 14, 2023 

 
     Despite chilly temperatures, 20 birders attended the field trip to 
Lake Dardanelle, including four students from Dr. Vickie McDonald's 
UCA Ornithology course. The students earn extra points not only for 
participating in the field trip, but for each species they see. So the 
pressure was on to find lots of birds!   
     First stop was Delaware Park on Lake Dardanelle. The wind 
blowing across the lake was bitter cold. Birds seen included 
Common Goldeneye, Common Loon, Bufflehead, Belted Kingfisher, 
Bonaparte Gull, and one lone Horned Grebe. 
     We checked the Inner Delaware Bay hoping to find the continuing 
Long-tailed Duck. No luck on the LTDU, but we added Canvasback, 
American Coot, Double-crested Cormorant, and a handful of Ring-
billed Gulls to the list.  
     Next stop was the Dardanelle side of the lock and dam. The three 
previously reported Red-breasted Mergansers were still present. 
Life bird for several, including a local young man who was 
participating in the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission's, Wings 
Over Arkansas (WOA) program. He asked if he could look through 
our scopes and we made sure his little brother saw the birds 
too. The young man is promoting the WOA program as part of his 
Eagle Scout project. The students were excited to see the American 
White Pelicans and gulls on the island and in the air. 
     Then the group made a quick run through Holla Bend 
NWR. Raptors were scarce, with only one Bald Eagle and a Red-
tailed Hawk. We found several woodpecker species, both kinglets, 
and a few dabbling ducks. A cooperative Winter Wren put on a good 
show for everyone.  
     Everyone agreed to head to Atkins Bottoms hoping the Trumpeter 
Swans were still present. We found eight.  A flooded field held lots of 
dabbling ducks. Northern Pintails thrilled everyone with their 
elegant plumage and long tails. Green-winged Teal, Mallards, 
Gadwalls, and Northern Shovelers shone in the late afternoon 
sun. Final species of the day was a huge flock of Snow Geese. 
Wonderful end to a fun day with good birds and great birders. 
     Total count for the day was a respectable 62 species.  Many 
thanks to Dan "The Birdman" Scheiman for keeping the eBird lists.  
 

Birding Southern Mexico 
 
continued from page 1 
 

birds because their favorite flowers are in 
bloom, making them easier to find. Some of 
our favorites included the Azure-crowned, 
Beautiful, Bumblebee (tiny), Blue-capped, 
Turquoise-capped, and Golden-crowned 
Emerald. There were many more. 
     Wrens in Mexico go from being very 
elusive, small and skulky to large, familial 
and highly visible.  Some of our favorites 
included Nava's Wren, a reclusive wren with 
a beautiful song and only found in limited 
habitats; Giant Wren, a highly active and 
inviting wren that lives in family groups and 
was eager for us to join their party; Happy 
Wren, a charming but skulky wren with a 
delightful song; and Band-backed Wren, a 
large and noisy wren with a vibrant gray and 
white pattern across its back. We heard 
Spotted Wrens at every stop, their lovely 
song echoing throughout the mountain areas. 
     While each stop gave us something new 
and spectacular, there was great debate on 
which of the bunting species was our 
favorite. Most folks chose the Rose-bellied 
Bunting, the male giving us a beautiful look at 
his rosy belly. My favorite was the Orange-
breasted Bunting with the orange belly 
dancing off the blue upperparts and a green 
face and eye ring.  What a grand creation! 
     Many other endemics stood out and 
included various tanagers, flycatchers, 
motmots, owls, vireos, and vireo-shrikes, 
nightingale-thrushes, brush-finches, wood-
peckers, woodcreepers, solitaires, and spar-
rows. We also encountered numerous 
species that breed or visit the U.S. including 
many warblers and flycatchers that pass 
through Arkansas. So many birds it would 
take a long article to cover them all. In the 
end we tallied 379 species in two weeks, of 
which 121 were lifers! 
 

           
Rose-bellied Bunting                                                                               Orange-breasted Bunting 

You choose the most beautiful bunting. Photos: Michael Linz 
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                      Limpkin, Hempstead County 
                              Photo: Bob Harden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

     *New memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

for the following calendar year. 

     All membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/. 
  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website: 
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/
migratorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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