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Little Rock and  
Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts 

 
Dan Scheiman 
ASCA Christmas Bird Count Complier 
 

     Now in its 123rd year, the Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) is a community science program and the 
nation’s longest running bird survey. Have no doubts 
that your participation is meaningful – thousands of 
scientific studies have used CBC data, including National 
Audubon’s climate change report Survival by Degrees. 
     I organize two counts: Little Rock is Saturday, 
December 17, and Lonoke is Sunday, December 18. 
Contact me at birddan@comcast.net or 501-366-0840, 
and  specify the count.  
     If you live inside the count circle I encourage you to 
contribute by being a feederwatcher. I can also assign 

you to roam your neighborhood, as residential areas are 
typically not well covered by parties in the field. Please 
contact me for arrangements. I will check that you live 
inside the circle and provide instructions and a 
spreadsheet. 
     There are many other counts across the state. Contact 
State Compiler Leif Anderson at leif.anderson@usda.gov  
or 479-284-3150 ext. 3151 for more information. 
    Participation is free. Make your birding count for the 
birds! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ASCA Resumes Field Trips 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     The Audubon Society of Central Arkansas held its 
first field trip since March 2020, on August 27, to  Bald 
Knob National Wildlife Refuge. Approximately 30 
people attended. It was a fun group excited to be out 
birding with familiar faces and new birders, along with 
a few photographers from the Conway photography 
group added to the mix. Several Wood Ducks, with 
recently fledged young, greeted us as we drove into the 
refuge.   
     The refuge management had lowered the water 
levels in the ponds along Huntsman and Coal Chute 
Roads for maximum mud. They are always willing to 
provide the best habitat for the field trip each year.  
Much appreciated!   
     Keeping the sun to our backs, the group worked its 
way around the main ponds, first along the backside, 
then along Huntsman Road.  Good birds seen were 
Wilson's Phalarope, American Avocet, Black-necked 
Stilts, Buff-breasted and Baird's Sandpipers, 
Semipalmated Plovers, one lonely American White 
Pelican, Dunlin, Long-billed Dowitchers, Wilson’s Snipe, 
lots of Blue-winged Teal, 250 Killdeer, and both Greater 
and Lesser Yellowlegs. Also included were lots of 
various herons and egrets. At one point a helicopter 

flushed birds out of all the ponds along Huntsman Road, 
which helped move birds around.  The birds obviously 
considered the helicopter a giant raptor threat! 
     By 11:30 a.m. everyone was beginning to melt in the 
sun and heat, so people headed off to air conditioning 
and lunch at the Bulldog in Bald Knob. A few hardy 
souls hung out with me to the end, heading to the 
"night-heron rookery/swamp" to see if the Roseate 
Spoonbills were still present from earlier in the week. 
No luck.  We did see three River Otters cross the road 
just before the Red Bishop's former location (just 
beyond the low water bridge). The otters were such an 
unexpected treat!   
     Final new bird of the day for the remaining group 
was a Tricolored Heron, thanks to Terry Butler's eagle 
eyes and calling me.  Life bird for a couple of people! 
     Thank you Dr. Dan "The Birdman" Scheiman for 
keeping the eBird checklist. It was not an easy job, 
juggling lots of species, high counts, and birders asking 
for help identifying those challenging shorebirds!  We 
tallied 47 species.  I appreciate all who pitched in with 
their scopes and helped people get on the birds. A fun 
day was had by all! 

 
 

 

The Newsletter of the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas 
 

Charles Mills 

mailto:birddan@comcast.net


 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Cindy Franklin 
ASCA President 
 

     I would like to thank everyone who took 
the time to vote during the recent election. 
Good job, folks.  
    Collectively we the people weighed in on 
candidates and issues and decided how 
things should go for the next two or four 
years or longer. We had our say and now 
we must trust the people we elected to 
public office will perform their lawful 
duties in a manner that benefits all citizens, 
voting and non-voting, within the political 
unit they represent. We continue to expect 
all future elections will be held at regular 
intervals and early voting options remain 
widely available to all eligible voters. This 
is the way we Americans conduct our 
political lives, now and into the future. 
     Meanwhile recent rains across Arkansas 
have decreased the fire danger somewhat, 
but the drought remains with us. The 
National Weather Services’ three month 
forecast for the winter of 2022-23 predicts 
the drought will likely intensify across 
Arkansas. Because the drought seems 
destined to persist, all of us at one point or 
another will need to water outdoor plants 
during the winter months. Watch your 

plants, particularly those in pots as they 
will dry out more quickly than plants in the 
ground. Water them as needed to keep the 
plants alive and well. 
     Water is also in short supply for the local 
wildlife. Birds and animals flock to shallow 
trays filled with fresh water. The demand 
may be such you will need to refill your 
watering station on a more regular basis. 
Just like hummingbird feeders, a watering 
tray benefits from regular cleaning to 
reduce disease transmission.  
     Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count is held 
each year from December 14 to January 5. 
This is the 123rd year of the count. Multiple 
CBCs occur across Arkansas. You do not 
have to be an experienced birder to 
participate. You can either join a field team 
and spend a day looking for birds in your 
assigned section of the count circle, or if 
your location is within the count circle, you 
can record yard and feeder birds and 
participate from home. Information about 
the CBC and how to participate in a count 
can be found at the following link: 
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/j
oin-christmas-bird-count 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ASCA Membership Renewal 

 

     Just a reminder, ASCA membership 
renewals are due January 1, 2023 and can 
be paid on-line via PayPal through the 
membership page at www.ascabird.org. 
     Checks can be made out to ASCA and 
mailed to Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 
Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211.  
 
     Membership Level 
          Regular Membership – $15.00 
          Students/Seniors – $10.00 
          Family – $25.00  
          Supporting – $35.00 
          Patron – $50.00   

 
 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Fred Brown 
Ren Elliot 
Betsy Hall 

_______________________________________ 
 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

     Mark your calendars for the 2023 Great 
Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), Friday, 
February 17, through Monday, February 
20. Watch birds for 15 minutes or more, 
then submit your sightings to eBird.  
     All checklists submitted during the four-
day event count toward Arkansas's total. 
     Visit: gbbc.birdcount.org for information 
on how to participate. 
 

 

 

 

 

President’s Column 

 

 

 
ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
treasurer.ascabird@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 

 

Board Members 
 

Lynn Christie 
christie-j@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Lance Runion 
lancerad2000@yahoo.com 

 

John Webb 
501-707-7742 
emmgee@att.net 

 
Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
treasurer.ascabird@gmail.com 
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   NOTE – All meetings are being held online via Zoom. Visit 
ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

December 2022 –  No Meeting 
 

     There is no meeting scheduled for December. Enjoy the holidays.  Go 
birding and/or participate in a Christmas Bird Count. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

January 12, 2023 – Annual Business Meeting 
 

     ASCA can exist only with active participation by its members. Our annual 
business meeting is your opportunity to provide input into activities for 
2023 and help start the New Year off right for our organization! All members 
are encouraged to attend via Zoom.  
     Due to the number of topics covered, there will be no program or guest 
speaker for this meeting. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

February 9, 2023 – Basics of Native Bee Biology 
Coleman Little, University of Central Arkansas 

 

     Coleman Little will cover some of the common and interesting groups of 
bees you are likely to come across in Arkansas.  He will also talk about the 
different ways native bees nest and forage, with some advice on how to 
promote native bees on your property. Lastly, he will cover the broad range 
of social behaviors that bees exhibit. You'll want to be there for this 
presentation! 
     Coleman Little was born and raised in Arkansas. He received a B.S. in 
Environmental Science-Biology in 2010 from the University of Central 
Arkansas, and a M.S. in Biology from UCA as well, in 2013. For his masters he 
designed and executed his own experiment analyzing the community 
structure of the Jewell Moore Nature Reserve on UCA's campus and 
comparing it to one of Conway's city parks and the Cherokee Prairie Natural 
Area near Charleston, AR. In doing this work he discovered there had been 
next to no research on native bees in Arkansas, so he has made it his goal to 
better understand them and educate the public about them.  
     He is currently on faculty in UCA's Biology department and operates a lab 
with a couple of students, working with Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission, Central Arkansas Water, and others to document bees 
throughout Arkansas. He is also a Ph.D. student at the University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture in the Entomology and Plant Pathology Department, 
looking at how management (roadsides, natural areas, wildlife areas) 
impacts bee communities in different parts of the state. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Did You Know? 
 

     A Buffleheads diet in summer primarily consists of aquatic insects, such as 
dragonflies, damselflies, and their larvae. In winter, they feed mostly on 
clams, snails, shrimps, small fish, and submerged vegetation. They dive to 
find food and swallow it while underwater.  
     The Bufflehead is one of the fastest waterfowl species and can achieve 
speeds up to 48 mph. 
 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 

Election of Officers and 
Board Members 

 
 

     The election of ASCA Officers for 
2023-2024 and Board Members for 
2023, will take place by Thursday, 
December 15.  
     Voting this year will be held by way of 
Survey Monkey. A link will be emailed to 
all ASCA members requesting a yes or 
no vote. All responses must be in before 
the December 15th deadline. 
     Dottie Boyles and Joanie Ellison 
served on the nominating committee 
and presented the following slate of 
nominees at the November 10 business 
meeting.  
 
Officers:  (two-year term) 
     President: Cindy Franklin  
     Vice President: Dan Scheiman 
     Recording Secretary: Barry Haas 
     Treasurer: Jim Dixon  
     Editor: Dottie Boyles 
 

Board Members:  (one-year term) 
     Lynn Christie      
     Joan Ellison    
     Jane Gulley 
     DeLynn Hearn 
     Lance Runion 
     Meredith Swartwout 

 
     The committees listed below are non-
elected positions. 
 

Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
Compiler: 
     Dan Scheiman 
 

Conservation: 
     Barry Haas 
 

Field Trip Coordinator: 
     Karen Holliday 
 

Hospitality: 
     Karen Holliday 
     Meredith Swartwout 
 

Webmaster: 
     Jim Dixon 
 
Thank you for your willingness to serve. 
 

Dottie Boyles 
Joanie Ellison 
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Little Rock Audubon Center Events 
 

Audubon Native Plant Sale 
 
Dan Scheiman  
 

     The Little Rock Audubon Center’s fall native plant 
sale was another success in terms of getting even more 
native plants in the ground. Native plants feed the 
native insects that feed the birds. The online sale was 
open September 15-22, followed by pickup at the center 
a week later. This season we offered over 400 species, 
thanks in part to four native plant specialty growers 
with whom we share our online storefront – Grand 
Designs, Grand Prairie Nursery, Native Sun Nursery, and 
Pine Ridge Gardens. We sold 3,402 plants of 293 species 
and cultivars. Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 
and American Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana) were 
the most popular. Unsurprisingly, 44% of customers 
live in Little Rock, though we did have people come 
from as far away as Jonesboro and Springdale to get 
their plants. This speaks to the limited availability of 
native plants across the state. Perhaps we can change 
that if more of us request natives from our local 
suppliers; provide a list of what you’re looking for. If 
you missed our sale, stay tuned for our next sale in 
April. To be notified about that and other Audubon 
Delta events, sign up at http://ar.audubon.org/signup. 
 

A Swift Night Out 
 
Dan Scheiman  
 

     On September 21, Audubon Delta hosted A Swift 
Night Out at the Little Rock Audubon Center. This is a 
continent-wide effort to raise awareness about and 
encourage interest in Chimney Swifts. The center has 

four swift towers, two flanking the front entrance, and 
two on the hillside out back. Swifts regularly nest and 
roost in one of the front towers.  

 

 
Swift Night Out | Photo: Uta Meyer 

 
     Forty-two people gathered to hear a brief pre-
sentation about these unique birds before moving to the 
parking lot as the sun began to set. At first there were 
no swifts to be seen, just a few robins flying by. Then 
one zoomed overhead. Then another, and another, and 
another. Before we knew it there were an estimated 80 
swifts swirling around us! As the light faded they began 
to stream into the tower to roost for the night. We could 
barely make out the last straggler at 7:35 PM. To get a 
feel for what this natural wonder looks like view my 
video at https://ebird.org/checklist/S119167020. Join 
us again next year. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AAS Holds Fall Conference in Little Rock 
 
Gillam Park and Little Rock Audubon Center 

 
Dan Scheiman 
 

     Arkansas Audubon Society met in 
Little Rock, October 14-15, at the 
Hilton Garden Inn. There were field 
trips to Bell Slough WMA, Camp 
Robinson SUA, Lake Maumelle, and 
the Little Rock Audubon Center. I led 
the latter on Saturday for eleven other 
birders. We started in Gillam Park 
where the activity was mostly resident 
birds as well as returning winter 
visitors such as White-throated 
Sparrows and both kinglets. Usually 
the sunlight hitting the power line 
right-of-way is where fall migrants 

can be found as the sun warms up insects. A Swainson’s 
Thrush and two female Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were 

the only migrants we saw. At the 
head of the wildlife observation trail 
behind the Little Rock Audubon 
Center we flushed a flock of Indigo 
Buntings with a single Clay-colored 
Sparrow that quickly flew off before 
most of us could see it. Surprisingly, 
there were no winter sparrows in all 
that tall grass except a White-
crowned.  
     We moved on to the Little Rock 
Port Authority. As expected, there 
was no water in the fields so no 
shorebirds or ducks. No shrikes 
either

Samantha Scheiman at the Little Rock  
Audubon Center | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

 

Continued on page 5 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S119167020
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AAS Fall Conference continued
 

 
either. Just a couple of meadowlarks. Great-tailed 
Grackle would be a life or state bird for some of us, so 
first we stopped at the nearby Valero, then drove to 
Galloway. Never a grackle around when you need one. 
The trip was originally billed as also visiting Frazier 
Pike and Terry Lock & Dam, but since it was already 
11:00 and the birding was slow, we decided to call it a 
morning, having tallied 41 species. Still, it was a good 
morning birding with friends old and new from around 
the state.  
 

Lake Maumelle 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     Field trips to Lake Maumelle were offered Friday 
(Oct. 14) and Saturday (Oct. 15). I led both trips. Friday 
afternoon's trip was sunny with not much bird activity.  
First stop was the WestRock Landing marina and 
Bufflehead Bay trail. No loons or gulls on the lake. Seen 
on the trail were Red-headed and Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers and three White-throated Sparrows. At 
Loon Point, still no loons, but a nice raft of Gadwalls and 
an adult Bald Eagle. Final stop was Vista Park. On the 
lake was a group of Gadwalls, American Wigeons, Ring-
necked Ducks, and Pied-billed Grebes, plus a large raft 
of American Coots. 
 

 
Say's Phoebe at Cook's Landing | Photo: Michael Linz 

 
     Saturday morning's trip to the lake saw a nice uptick 
in birds. First stop was Vista Park where we found a 
great mix of birds for a total of 29 species. Scattered 
around the lake were multiple groups of ducks, and a 
huge raft of 60 coots. First spotted was a handsome 
male Wood Duck, then a Northern Pintail in a raft of 
Ring-necked Ducks, Lesser Scaup, and Gadwall.  A small 
group of  Ring-billed Gulls were further out in the 
lake. We counted 42 Pied-billed Grebes scattered every-
where!  Across the highway at West Bay View was a mix 
of Mallards, American Wigeons, Green-winged Teal, 

Great Egrets, and Great Blue Herons. We had flybys of 
Canada Geese, Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, and Cooper's 
Hawks, plus a Belted Kingfisher and a juvenile Bald 
Eagle.  
     After a quick stop at Sleepy Hollow Park with nothing 
new, we headed to Cook's Landing to look for pelicans 
at the lock and dam. No pelicans, but there were 
Double-crested Cormorants, a pair of Osprey, three 
female Gadwalls in a raft of 100+ American Coots, more 
Pied-billed Grebes, Belted Kingfisher, Killdeer, and 
several Turkey and Black Vultures riding a thermal. 
     We ended the morning with the surprise bird of the 
conference, a SAY'S PHOEBE flycatching from the top of 
a sign in the weedy field at the hydroelectric station 
island.  Always a fun find for Arkansas! 
 

Camp Robinson Special Use Area 
 
Megan Foll  
 

     On October 15, I and eight other birders attended a 
field trip to Camp Robinson SUA. The trip was led by 
Patty McLean and Michael Linz on a beautiful fall 
morning. We started our day with Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Eastern Bluebirds, and a few other familiar 
birds at the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
shooting range just outside the SUA.  Then moved to the 
Nursery Pond, which we discovered was completely 
dry! This did, however, provide mudflats for a couple 
hundred Killdeer. Hiding amongst them were Wilson's 
Snipe, and Least and Pectoral Sandpipers.  
     Then we traveled to an inlet off of Lake Conway to 
observe waterfowl. While sparrows were a dis-
appointing bust in the grassy areas along the road, we 
were entertained by a few Red-breasted Nuthatches 
along a pine grove. We left the pines and stopped at 
another grassy/brushy area to watch a Red-tailed Hawk 
giving us a nice, close look. While observing the hawk, 
we also spotted a kettle of Black and Turkey Vultures, 
and a "V" of American White Pelicans passing in the 
distance. We ended our trip in what Michael and Patty 
call "Warbler Alley" where we did indeed see warblers; 
including the ubiquitous Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Magnolia Warbler, and American Redstart. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Clouded Skipper |  Photo: Michael Linz 
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       Field Trip Schedule 
 

ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 
carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 
birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to 
see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact 
Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. 
Always bring plenty of water with you. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

December 2022 - No Field Trip 
 

     ASCA does not schedule a field trip in December. Instead many of our members 
participate in one or more Christmas Bird Counts. ASCA sponsors two counts for 
Central Arkansas, Little Rock (Dec. 17) and Lonoke (Dec. 18). More information on 
these  counts can be found on page 1.  
___________________________________________________________________________  

 

January 14, 2023 
Lake Dardanelle-Delaware Park and Holla Bend NWR 

 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West at Exit 135. We’ll 
carpool to Delaware Park, located on the southwest side of Lake Dardanelle. We 
should arrive at the Delaware Park boat ramp around 8:15 a.m. for anyone who 
wants to meet us there. We’ll scan the lake for eagles, gulls, pelicans, loons, and other  
waterfowl. A rare gull or duck is always a possibility. The lake can be very cold and 
windy. Dress in layers, including gloves and hats.   
     Next, we’ll caravan to the Holla Bend NWR headquarters’ parking lot. There is a 
$4.00 entrance fee per vehicle. A duck stamp or National Parks pass will get a vehicle 
in for free. Our target birds will be raptors, including nesting Bald Eagles and owls, 
plus swans, ducks, geese, and sparrows. At Holla Bend, there will be some walking in 
tall grass, so boots are recommended. Bring snacks, lunch, and plenty of water. We’ll 
return to Little Rock late afternoon.  
     Directions from the town of Dardanelle to Delaware Park:  At the junction at Hwy. 
7 and Hwy. 22, go west on Hwy. 22 approximately 10 miles. Turn right onto Hwy. 
393, which is the first road on your right after you cross the long causeway at the 
west end of the lake. Hwy. 393 dead ends at Delaware Park. GPS coordinates:  
35.295749, -93.271458. For more information about Holla Bend NWR, go to 
http://www.fws.gov/hollabend/.  The headquarters is located at 10448 Holla Bend 
Road, Dardanelle, AR 72834.  GPS coordinates: 35.163222, -93.093477. 
___________________________________________________________________________  

 

February 18, 2023 
Stuttgart Airport 

 

     Meet Dan Scheiman at 7:30 a.m. at the Prothro Junction commuter lot located on 
the southeast side of I-40 East at Exit 157. Turn right at the intersection then 
immediately turn left into the commuter lot.  We should arrive at the airport around 
8:30 a.m. for anyone who would like to meet us there. Lapland and Smith’s 
Longspurs, Short-eared Owls, American Pipits, and sparrows will be our target birds.   
     Dress in layers; bring gloves, be prepared for wind and cold temperatures. Knee-
high boots are essential for walking through the grass. On the drive back to Little 
Rock, we’ll scan the open fields for flocks of geese and ducks. 
 
     Reminder: February 17-20 is the 2023 Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC).  
Participate as a citizen scientist by joining the field trip, or counting anywhere you 
find birds.  Submit your sightings to eBird. 
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News Around the State 
 

Saw-whet Owl Project 
 

     Mitchell Pruitt reported his 
first Northern Saw-whet Owl 
capture of the season, on October 
19, in Madison County! It was a 
tiny male…maybe the smallest he 
ever had! 
     In other news, another saw-
whet owl banded at the Madison 
County field site last fall (2021) 
was recaptured two weeks 
earlier in northeast Minnesota 
on its southbound migration. 
 

Lake Maumelle Visitor  
 

     A Brown Booby was photo-
graphed on August 1, sitting on 
rocks on the northeast end of 
Lake Maumelle.  
 

Limpkin Invasion Continues 
 

     On August 22, Kent Freeman 
photographed a Limpkin on 
Mallard Lake at Big Lake WMA, 
in northeast Arkansas. 
     At the southwest end of the 
state, Jeremy Chamberlain spot-
ted a Limpkin perched on the 
dock next to the Kidd Landing 
boat launch at Lake Bois D'Arc 
on August 27. 
 

House Finch Overload 
 

     Dr. Ragupathy Kannan re-
ported an overload of House 
Finches gorging on seeds in his 
neighbors ash tree in Fort Smith. 
He counted 40 on Aug. 15, and 
70 the following day. 
 

Rare Grebe in Jonesboro 
 

 
     A Red-necked Grebe was 
spotted at Craighead Forest Park 
in Jonesboro. | Photo: Bob Harden 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.fws.gov/hollabend/
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Pinnacle Mountain State Park 
September 24, 2022 

 
Karen Holliday  
 

     The weather for the  Pinnacle Mountain State Park 
field trip was sunny and cool. The group started at the 
Kingfisher Trail and slowly birded the entire loop. Then 
everyone migrated to the Arboretum Trail to finish out 
the morning.  
     Bird numbers were limited, with many winter 
species yet to arrive. We tallied 22 species. The 
woodpeckers put on quite a show with Downy, Pileated, 
and Red-bellied active and vocal. We had a nice group of 
warblers with several Black-and-white, Black-throated 
Green, Northern Parula, and American Redstart. Yellow-
billed Cuckoos,  White-breasted Nuthatches, and 
Summer Tanagers were seen at both trails. 
     The mountain always attracts a lot of vultures.  Both 
Turkey and Black circled overhead all morning.  Two 
Cooper's Hawks did a flyby.  
     At the end of the Arboretum Trail, we were surprised 
by a large, noisy flock of 25+ Common Grackles moving 
through the trees.  We said goodbye to the Red-headed 

Woodpecker family, busily working the trees for tasty 
grub snacks, and headed home for our own snacks and 
lunches.  
 

Lake Maumelle 
November 19, 2022 

 
David Parham   
 

     Seven birders attended the Lake Maumelle field trip. 
We birded along the WestRock Marina, Bufflehead Bay 
Trail, Loon Point, Vista Park, and West Bay View.  
     A large number of Ring-necked Ducks, Ring-billed 
Gulls, American Coots, and Green-winged Teal were 
spotted, in addition to unexpected findings such as a 
group of eight immature Bald Eagles along the shoreline 
at West Bay View. There was one spotting of "walking 
bark," i.e., a Brown Creeper, and in all, around 30 
Bonaparte Gulls. 
     West Bay View showed the most varied waterfowl 
taxa but elicited a stiff western wind that cooled the 
birding fever of several participants. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

eBird Hotspot Reaches Milestone 
 

Dottie Boyles  
 

     Mike Knoedl Tri-County Lake is a 280-acre reservoir 
located in the northeast corner of Calhoun County, just 
3.7 miles south of Fordyce (Dallas County). While 
searching for places to bird in Calhoun Co., in August 
2018, Cindy Franklin, Doris Boyles, and I decided to 
check it out. We were not disappointed. In less than an 
hour we logged 20 species including Great Blue and 
Little Blue Herons, Red-headed and Downy 
Woodpeckers, Eastern Wood-Pewee, White-breasted 
and Brown-headed Nuthatches, and Pine and Yellow-
throated Warblers. Cindy suggested the location as an 
eBird Hotspot. 
     Since then, several others have visited the lake 
adding additional species to the list. Mom and I have 
been back on several occasions and the lake never 
ceases to impress us with its diversity of species.  
     Upon our arrival in August 2021, we were surprised 
to find the water level extremely low. We later 
discovered Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, a few 
weeks earlier, had lowered the water level by four feet 
to combat nuisance aquatic vegetation growing around 
the fishing jetties. They also made some much needed 
repairs to the boat launches. The drawdown created 

mud flats which allowed us to add Lesser Yellowlegs 
and Spotted Sandpiper to our lists.  
 

 
Tri-County Lake fishing pier | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 
     The lake has since filled in and before our visit on 
November 16, eBird listed Tri-County Lake at 98 
species. While we added Gadwall, Lesser Scaup, 
American Coot, and House Finch to our lists, apparently 
it was enough to throw the hotspot over the century 
mark. The lake now boasts 101 species! 

 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 
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White-winged Scoter found at Bald Knob NWR 
                          Photo: Bob Harden 

 
 

         

           

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

     *New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

for the following calendar year. 

     All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/. 
  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website: 
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/
migratorybird_rehablist.pdf.  
 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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