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BirdAR Birdathon Results 2022 
 

Dan Scheiman 
Audubon Delta 
 

     Every year has been different for the birdathon, and 
this year was no exception. What was Audubon 
Arkansas’s BirdLR Birdathon is now Audubon Delta's 
BirdAR Birdathon, as the new regional Audubon office 
consisting of AR, LA, and MS has formed, and staff in AR 
decided to embrace in name the statewide event the 
birdathon had already become. This year, team mem-
bers were asked to bird together, while given three 
weeks in May from which to choose to run their big day. 
It was hoped the flexibility would encourage more 
teams to form and allow teams to pick a peak migration 
day as forecasted by BirdCast. 
     The Birdie Haynes (Donna & Adam Haynes) started 
in their own yard on May 7 with a number of migrants, 
such as Baltimore Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Chestnut-sided Warbler and Gray Catbird. The most 
unexpected was a female Blackpoll Warbler gleaning 
caterpillars from an oak, yard bird #131! Then it was off 
to Cook’s Landing where they found Lesser Yellowlegs, 
and Semipalmated and Spotted Sandpipers. American 
White Pelicans lingered on the river while Cliff 
Swallows gathered mud for their nests on the Big Dam 
Bridge. The trees at Bell Slough WMA were alive with 
warblers - Northern Waterthrush, Ovenbird, American 
Redstart, and Mourning, Canada, and Golden-winged 
Warblers. After tallying 49 species at Camp Robinson 
SUA, they were off to Lollie Bottoms where over 200 
Bobolinks were foraging. A stop at Lake Maumelle 
netted a lingering Common Loon, before finishing the 
day at home with a Tennessee Warbler and a singing 
Chuck-will’s-widow. Donna and Adam had 97 species 
and wonderful memories! 
     The Coooo'lest Team Name (Gary & Amber Morris) 
set out on May 22 to try to reach a goal of 175 species. 
However, with a severe thunderstorm warning as an 
omen for the day to come, the tried and true Craighead 
Forest Park warbler-fest failed to yield significant 
results, scoring a pitiful two warblers and thirty species 
total. However, the cooler temperatures brought some 
activity out at Bald Knob NWR, bringing their total to 
around 80 by lunch time. The stars of the birdathon 
came later in the evening: a very angry Prothonotary 
Warbler faced off with them, followed by a Painted 

Bunting, and then unexpected Black-bellied Whistling-
Ducks. By the end of the day, the Coooo'lest team was 
rain soaked, and had in fact become the coldest  team of 
the 2022 birdathon. Amber and Gary fell short of their 
lofty goal, but had a very respectable 114 species. 
     The GeoBirbs (Kathy Knierim and Ryan Dickerson) 
had an enjoyable, though quiet backyard birdathon at 
their North Little Rock home on May 22. They counted 
25 species–mostly the usual yard birds for a suburban 
lot. The opportunity to pay attention to birds 
throughout the day yielded a few surprises, including 
realizing they had fledgling Carolina Wrens and Downy 
Woodpeckers. They also noticed a new robin’s nest, and 
enjoyed watching the female add nesting material 
throughout the day. Ryan was on Turkey Vulture watch 
from the hammock, which also had excellent views of 
the bird feeding and bath stations. Kathy took a break 
from birding to plant natives like Blue-stemmed 
Goldenrod. Their one warbler was a loud but secretive 
Magnolia Warbler that came in with the afternoon wind 
gusts. They also added a new yard bird (#91)! They 
heard (very faintly) the song of a Wood Thrush in the 
distance. Any day with a new yard bird is a good day. 
     The Cabot Middle School South No Egrets consisted 
of three students and two staff (Stephanie Lisk, Melanie 
Duerkop). The kids enjoyed birding around campus. 
They saw lots of crows while practicing their bird-
finding skills through binoculars. Stephanie is recruiting 
them and other students for a new birding club. Later, 
Stephanie and Melanie birded Fourche Dam Pike, Terry 
Lock & Dam, and Melanie’s family farm. They ended 
May 7th with 43 species, including Stephanie’s life 
Orchard Oriole. 
     The Brown-eyed Junco’s (Jennifer Lenow) 
birdathon was completed at a friend’s cabin near 
Pangburn on the Little Red River. Her day started 
with the insistent song of an Eastern Whip-poor-will 
against the backdrop of a dark, quiet night. Using the 
Merlin app’s sound identification feature as a tool to 
help her identify birds by their calls and songs she 
added species such as Blue Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, 
Scarlet Tanager, Red-eyed Vireo, and Northern Parula.  
Mer                                                         See BirdAR Results page 7
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     Usually, I have a topic in mind when it 
comes time to submit a column. But every 
now and then that well runs dry and my 
inspiration leaves on a frolic with my 
nemesis birds. I’ve been flailing around for 
at least a couple of weeks. What could I talk 
about that is appropriate here? Magazines 
and Google were no help this time. A 
conversation on Facebook finally came to 
my rescue. 
     Someone asked this question. What good 
is a cowbird? They were referring to the 
Brown-headed Cowbird (BHCO) currently 
monopolizing their seed feeders, harassing 
the other birds that try to visit, and 
participating in that noxious activity 
cowbirds are known for, leaving their eggs 
in other species’ nests, an activity known as 
brood parasitism. 
     What good is a cowbird? As I dug into 
the subject, I learned that BHCO were 
primarily grassland birds in the past 
moving with herds of bison across the 
Great Plains. Their diet was seed based 
with a generous helping of insects stirred 
up by the bison. When bison herds 
dwindled due to deliberate overhunting as 
railroads and settlers moved west, the 
species was enough of a generalist to adapt 
to the new landscape of agricultural fields, 

pastures, and fragmented woodlands. The 
species spread rapidly across the landscape 
and now occupies most of North America. 
Individuals retreat from the northern US 
and southern Canada during fall migration. 
It is present year-around along both coasts 
and across a wide swath of land from Texas 
to New England. 
     Research has shown BHCOs lay their 
eggs in the nests of at least 220 other 
species in North America. BHCO nestlings 
typically hatch faster and out compete the 
nestlings of their victims. It seems 
reasonable to assume some of the decline 
in songbird numbers is caused by ongoing 
cowbird parasitism in addition to climate 
change, habitat loss, and other human 
activities that adversely impact all birds. 
Even the BHCO population has seen a slow 
decline in numbers since 1966. 
     What good is a cowbird? No one has 
much good to say about its habits. The 
expansion of the BHCO and its impact on 
other bird species is an unintended 
consequence of our ongoing conversion of 
the landscape for human purposes.  
     FYI, the species is protected by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act so killing them 
isn’t an option.  

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Team ASCA Helps Raise Funds for Audubon Delta 
 

     On May 17, Audubon Society of Central Arkansas’s team, consisting of Karen Holliday, 
Leslie Peacock, Marian Berry, and Becky Wheeler, participated in Audubon Delta's BirdAR 

Birdathon to help raise money for 
conservation and education programs 
in Arkansas. They began their day at 
Gillam Park, then birded the Frazier 
and Fourche Dam Pike area down to 
David D. Terry Lock & Dam, and ended 
at Burns Park and Cook’s Landing. The 
best bird for the day was a rare Black-
billed Cuckoo found at Gillam Park. 
The surprise bird was a Common 
Night-hawk sleeping high in a tree on a 
large bare branch, also at Gillam. Along 
Frazier Pike they were treated to 
calling Northern Bobwhites, numerous 

Western Kingbirds and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, plus soaring American White Pelicans, 
Mississippi Kites, and Bald Eagles. They finished the day with Forster’s and Least Terns, and 
more bobwhites. The team tallied 70 species, and great fun was had by all!   
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NOTE – All upcoming meetings will be online via Zoom. Visit 

ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each meeting. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the meeting. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

June 9, 2022 – 19 Days of Tanzania and Rwanda 
Jodi Morris and Sarah Morris 

 

     In March, Jodi Morris (aunt) and Sarah Morris (niece) spent three weeks 
exploring the East African countries of Tanzania and Rwanda with eight other 
people who work in the fields of interpretation and communication. They will 
discuss and show pictures of the birds, other wildlife, and cultural adventures 
they experienced during their safaris. 
     Sarah Morris is the Internal Communications and Health Literacy Coordinator 
for the Arkansas Department of Health. Prior to joining the ADH in February 2018, 
she was a newspaper journalist and freelance writer for more than 10 years. She 
is a member of the Junior League of Little Rock and Arkansas Audubon Society. 
     Jodi Morris retired as a Park Ranger from the National Park Service in 
December 2018. She is still an adjunct instructor in History and Geography, 
currently for UAPB and Philander Smith College. She is a Central Arkansas Master 
Naturalist and member/volunteer with the Central Arkansas Trail Alliance, 
Friends of the Ouachita Trail, and is completing a fellowship with America Walks.  
______________________________________________________________________    

 

July 14, 2022 – The 7th Continent: Adventures at the Bottom  
of the World – Karen Holliday 

 

     Many dream of traveling to the bottom of the world to experience the icy cold of 
Antarctica, walking among the penguins, seeing whales and seals, ice burgs and 
glaciers; or checking off their bucket list that last and final 7th continent. This past 
February, eight close friends and family members accomplished one and/or both 
goals, spending two and a half weeks exploring the Antarctic and Patagonia, Chile. 
Karen will take us on a visual tour of Antarctica—visiting penguin colonies, and 
walking the ice and snow covered slopes of the Antarctic Peninsula. Also included 
is the group's visit to Torres del Paine National Park in Patagonia Chile, where 
Karen was finally able to add to her life list the majestic Magellanic Woodpecker. 
     Karen Holliday migrated from Nebraska to Arkansas when she was six. She has 
a B.S. in Natural Science from UA-Fayetteville. In July 2019 she retired from a 
career at the State Capitol in the legislative research office. Before that she was an 
Interpretive Ranger at Buffalo National River. Joining ASCA in 2004 introduced 
her to the diversity of Arkansas's birds. Since 2007 she has been the chapter's 
field trip coordinator. She is also past president of Arkansas Audubon Society.  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

August 11, 2022 - How Native Plants Benefit from Fire 
Virginia McDaniel, US Forest Service 

 

     Virginia McDaniel will combine her knowledge, field experience and high-
energy to tell us about using fire and thinning to restore woodlands on the 
Ouachita National Forest. This will include a look back on the historic landscape 
and a delve into the native plants that benefit from fire. 
     Virginia is Forestry Technician with the U.S. Forest Service, Southern Regional 
Station, based in Hot Springs. Her research areas include the effects of prescribed 
fire on ecological communities, and the herbaceous flora of pine woodlands. She is 
also an officer of the Arkansas Native Plant Society. She has a B.S. in Biology from 
Grinnell College and a M.S. in Biology from Western Kentucky University. 
 

Upcoming Programs Arkansas Big Day's  
 

Northwest Arkansas – April 30 
 

     Todd Ballinger and Dr. Vivek 
Govind Kumar had been contem-
plating a Big Day since last year, 
(2021) when they recorded 166 
species—just two shy of Kenny 
Nichols and Bo Verser’s legendary 
1999 record. Joined by Dr. 
Ragupathy Kannan, they set off on 
an adventure that began in the pre-
dawn hours on a gravel road in the 
forests near Lake Wedington with 
Eastern Whip-poor-will, Chuck-
will's-widow, the haunting flute call 
of a Wood Thrush, and multiple 
species of warblers. Near the 
Environmental Center at Lake Fay-
etteville they briefly met up with Joe 
Neal to search for the Black-billed 
Cuckoo reported earlier, a life bird 
for both Kannan and Todd. Other 
highlights included Franklin's Gull 
and Clay-colored Sparrow in Prairie 
Grove, Caspian Tern and Gray-
cheeked Thrush at Lake Fayetteville,  
a Neotropic Cormorant at the Alma 
WTP, Upland Sandpipers and a Sora 
at Kibler Bottoms, and Western 
Kingbirds at Miss Laura’s in Fort 
Smith. By the end of the day they 
tallied 161 species. 
 

Crawford County – May 3 
 

     Sandy Berger of Fort Smith  un-
intentionally did a "Big Day." Joined 
by Ann Gordon and a couple of 
other ladies to bird in northern 
Crawford Co. Ann had 10 Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks and 10 
Baltimore Orioles at her feeders, 
plus other woodland birds. Best 
birds for the first half of the day 
were a Willet and Baird's Sandpiper 
at Lake Fort Smith State Park. They 
hit several other hot spots and 
ended the morning with 54 species. 
     After leaving the group Sandy 
logged another 40 species ending up 
with a total of 94 for the day! Best 
birds for the afternoon were 
hundreds of Bobolinks at Kibler 
Bottoms, a Western Kingbird in the 
industrial park, and two White-
faced Ibis in a field just off Hwy. 59.  
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Getting to Know a Birder 
 

Patty McLean/Jansen Hawkins 
 

     In February 2022, a Eurasian Tree Sparrow was 
spotted visiting a backyard feeder in Leachville. This 
first state record caused quite a stir among the birding 
community. Patty McLean interviewed the young birder 
who not only saw, but correctly identified the sparrow. 
 
     Name:  Jansen Hawkins 
     Age/grade:  14 / 8th  
     City of residence:  Leachville, Mississippi County 
     What is the population of Leachville? Over 2,000 
     What is the #1 agricultural product? Cotton 
 

 
Jansen Hawkins  

 
     Other hobbies besides bird watching: Flying 
remote control planes, waterfowl and dove hunting, 
fishing, FFA, theater, baseball, basketball, and quiz bowl. 
     How old were you when you first started 
identifying birds? And who got you interested and 
helped you on your way? I was around 4 years old 
when I was able to tell a robin from a cardinal. My 
Great-aunt Shawn was the person who got me 
interested in birds and really kick started me in my 
hobby. 
     How long have you been watching birds and why 
do you find them interesting? I have been interested 
in birds as far back as I can remember. I found them 
interesting due to their different shapes and sizes, and 
how there is a species to fill every niche on the planet.  
     How long have you been drawing pictures of 
birds and how many illustrations have you drawn?  
What is your favorite illustration, and have you 
drawn one yet of the Eurasian Tree Sparrow that 

showed up in your yard?  The farthest I can remember 
is around the age of 7. I can remember sitting in church 
drawing birds on the back of an envelope. So far, I have 
not drawn a picture of the sparrow and have mainly 
been interested in waterfowl and other water birds. My 
favorite illustration I have completed is of a flock of 
American Black Ducks.  
     I drew a Wild Turkey after I saw a tom strutting 
around our lake house in Mountain Home. There were 
at least ten hens he was trying to impress. He was 
missing a tail feather so we called him One Feather. 
Right before he gobbled, he posed as in the picture I 
drew below.  
 

 
Wild Turkey by Jansen Hawkins 

 

     What process (books, apps, online research, etc.) 
do you use to identify a bird when you see one 
you're not familiar with? My first process of looking 
for an unfamiliar bird is to look up the bird in my The 
Sibley Field Guide to Birds or National Geographic Field 
Guide to Birds of North America. If I cannot find a good 
description of the bird, I will then use Merlin or ask my 
Aunt Shawn. 
     How do you record your observations (photos, 
notebook, eBird or other online tool)?  I use the 
check list in the back of The Sibley Guide to Birds second 
edition and eBird. If it is a truly special bird, I will try to 
get the best photo of it I can. 
     What is the total number of different bird species 
you've seen in the wild? I have seen around 150 bird 
species in the wild. 
     What are the three most favorite birds you've 
seen and why did you choose each one? If I had to 
choose three birds, my first pick would be the Wood 
Duck. I chose this bird not for its colors but because of 

  

Continued on page 5 
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Getting to Know a Birder 
 

Continued from page 4 
 

its nesting and perching abilities. I think the Wood Duck 
needs to be recognized for its nesting and the ducklings 
having to trust their mothers that they will land in a safe 
spot.      
     My second pick would be the Wild Turkey. I like this 
bird because of all the vocalization and hierarchy in the 
flocks.  
     My third favorite bird is the Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck. I like this duck because of its colors and shape. 
I'm fascinated with how this is one of the biggest ducks 
in North America but can perch like a warbler on a wire.  
     Do you have a favorite family of birds (ducks, 
sparrows, raptors) and, if so, why? My favorite family 
of birds is waterfowl. They are my favorite because I 
have always been fascinated by the way each type of 
duck has its own way of flying, from the Green-winged 
Teal that have the acrobatics of a hummingbird, to the 
swans that fly like jumbo jets making every move 
cautiously and precise.  
     What new bird species would you like to see next 
and why? I would like to see a Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck next because of their sheer appearance, their 
colors, and their sparrow like perching abilities in trees. 
     The Eurasian Tree Sparrow is an official first 
state record for Arkansas and will go into the 
Arkansas database with you as the initial observer. 
Tell us the story about how you identified this bird 
and how you felt about it showing up in your yard.    
I first saw this bird looking out my window while taking 
a break from my A.M.I schoolwork that we do on days 
the school is forced to close. I noticed the cap was 
completely brown and the little dots on his cheek. I 
looked the bird up in my bird books and did not pay 
attention to the range, and asked my aunt if Eurasian 
Tree Sparrows were rare. She told me that she thought 

so, I then started to make a checklist on eBird and saw it 
asked me for descriptions. I thought this was just a 
sparrow that was just rare to this part of the state and 
ended up talking to Dr. Dan Scheiman with Audubon 
Arkansas about my recent discovery prior to my White-
winged Dove last year. The next day we left the house 
and saw people in the road with binoculars and bird 
books. I stopped and asked if they were looking for the 
sparrow and found out I had met Mr. Kenny Nichols, 
and the rest of the birders soon followed. 
 

 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow | Photo: Jansen Hawkins 

 
     What are your future plans related to birds 
(general birding, birding across the world, bird 
research, etc.)? I am trying to expand my own Purple 
Martin colony. I would like to have 15 nesting pairs. I 
am also trying to increase my photography skills and be 
able to take good, high quality, identifiable photos of 
birds I see in the future. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Limpkins, Limpkins Everywhere! 
 

    On May 5, 2021, a Limpkin was photographed in Hot Springs in 
Garland County, becoming a first state record for this species in 
Arkansas. Unfortunately, it did not stay for anyone else to see it.  
     Then, 2022 brought an explosion of sightings from around the 
state, starting on May 3rd, with a Limpkin feeding along a ditch in the 
St. Francis Sunken Lands in Craighead Co. The bird hung around just 
long enough for a few birders to see it. Sarah Morris found a one-day 
wonder at Bell Slough WMA, Faulkner Co., on May 14. First one, then 
two Limpkins were seen at Lake Sequoyah in Washington Co., May 
18 through May 22. The birds were only accessible by boat. On May 
23, another Limpkin was discovered at a private residence in Saline 
Co. It had been feeding around their yard all day before disappearing 
in to the woods just before sunset. Early June, at least four were seen 
on private land below Millwood Lake in Hempstead Co. 

  
 

Limpkin found at Bell Slough WMA | Photo: Donna Haynes 
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The 7th CONTINENT: An Antarctic Adventure 
 

Karen Holliday 
 

     Karen Holliday, Allan and Kathleen Mueller, and five 
friends and family members journeyed to Chile and 
Antarctica February 2022, after a two-year wait due to 
the pandemic. The “Great Eight” as Allan dubbed us, 
booked with Road Scholar. After complying with 
multiple COVID testing requirements, plus weather 
delays, we finally boarded our BAE-146 plane in Punta 
Arenas, Chile, for a quick two-hour flight over the Strait 
of Magellan and Cape Horn, to land on King George 
Island in the South Shetland Islands. Welcome to 
Antarctica, the windiest, coldest, and least-populated of 
Earth’s seven continents! 
 

 
Karen Holliday on Antarctica - the 7th Continent 

 

     Our South Polar adventure began by taking Zodiacs 
from Frei Station out to Antarctica21’s Magellan 
Explorer, a small cruise ship able to sail through narrow 
passages and access remote areas of the western coast 
of the Antarctic Peninsula. Each day we did two shore 
excursions; hiking up icy slopes and snow fields, trying 
not to step on hundred year-old moss or algae, hearing 
and watching calving glaciers, avoiding grumpy 
Antarctic Fur Seals, and skirting around huge colonies 
of incredibly noisy and smelly penguins. Our three 
penguin species were Chinstrap, Gentoo, and Adelie, 
each in their own separate colonies. 
     Day 2 was the shore excursion we’d waited for--we 
set foot for the first time on the Antarctic Peninsula, the 
7th Continent! After climbing to the top of a nearby 
snow field, we had fun sliding down the slope on our 
backsides. At the bottom, we eased around a huge, 
sleeping Weddell Seal to get back to our Zodiacs. 
     The weather was spectacular all week; little wind and 
sunny days, rare for Antarctica. The ship’s crew kept 
saying how lucky we were. As we cruised, we spotted 
Humpbacked Whales and rarely-seen Type C Orcas. We 
saw Black-browed Albatross, Antarctic Tern, Southern 
Fulmar, Southern Giant Petrel, and Wilson’s Storm 
Petrel. South Polar Skuas were numerous at every 

penguin colony, eggs and chicks are their major food 
source. We watched as skuas cleaned salt out of their 
feathers by bathing in pools of freshwater snow melt. 
     My sister Lynn, my roommate Anita, and I 
participated in the “Polar Plunge” at Whaler’s Bay on 
Deception Island.  Our group watched as we ran into the 
freezing cold ocean in our swimsuits, then dove 
underwater. A “Plunge” isn’t official unless your head 
goes under.  There was lots of shrieking and laughter by 
all the participants. Before the Polar Plunge, we hiked 
up to Neptune’s Window, where we saw Cape Petrels 
and Antarctic Cormorants (Shags) circling the cliffs. 
     At each penguin colony, Allan and I searched for the 
elusive Snowy Sheathbill without luck. The sheathbill is 
the only all-land bird native to the Antarctic continent. 
Due to flight delays, we gained an extra day, which gave 
the ship time to go to Penguin Island. Choppy seas 
meant no shore excursion, but by carefully scanning we 
finally spotted a sheathbill! There were three running 
up and down the cliffs and flying among the penguin 
colony. Our only sighting of Elephant Seals was at 
Penguin Island. 
 

 
Gentoo Penguin | Photo: Rodrigo Moraga 

 

     With the delay flying back to Chile; we had only one 
full day in the famous Torres del Paine National Park in 
Patagonia.  So, Allan and I hired a local guide to take us 
birding through the park. We saw 44 species. Highlights 
were condors, Flying Steamer-Ducks, a pair of Austral 
Pygmy Owls, Great Grebe, Patagonia Sierra Finch, and 
Guanacos, a slender type of llama. Leaving the park, we 
spotted Lesser Rheas, Chilean Flamingos, Black-necked 
Swans, and Black-chested Buzzard Eagles. We also saw 
Magellanic Woodpecker and Austral Parakeets on the 
grounds of our hotel. 
     Going to Antarctica has been on my bucket list for 
years. I’ve traveled to six continents and many 
countries. To make it to the 7th Continent was the 
experience of a lifetime. Doing this adventure with my 
family and friends made it even more special. Put 
Antarctica on your to-do list! It’s a fascinating place! 
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BirdAR Birdathon Results 
 
Continued from page 1 
 

The most iconic image of the day was a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird perched on top of a power line. Another 
memorable moment was when a Belted Kingfisher flew 
up the river, following every bend. A few minutes later a 
Great Blue Heron soared above. A small chore at the end 
of the day revealed that a family of Eastern Phoebes was 
nesting in the eaves of the back of the cabin, as lovely a 
close to the day as the start. 
     Team M Gidonax (Devin & Jennifer Moon and Matt 
Gideon) ended up focusing on Marion County and the 
surrounding area. The majority of the team's birding 
was done at the Fred Berry Conservation Center and the 
ample amount of habitat that it holds for grassland and 
scrub-loving birds. At Fred Berry, multiple warbler 
species, many of them migrants passing through, were 
seen and heard along with other passerine passer-by's 
like Swainson's Thrush and Rose-breasted Grosbeak. A 
late Red-breasted Nuthatch surprised the group from a 
patch of eastern red cedar. Also, a male Painted Bunting 
along with special appearances by Northern Bobwhite 
and Wild Turkey, made the grassland section of the 
center the place to be. After the morning things slowed 
down, but the team managed to pick up 97 species, with 
73 of those species seen at Fred Berry. 
     The Thrashers (Ragan Sutterfield, David Luneau, 
and Bill Shepherd) began their birding day early on May 
7. The sacrifice of sleep paid off as David and Ragan 
managed to hear three owl species and two nightjars 
before the morning chorus. Dawn was spent driving the 
gravel roads around the Flatside Wilderness Area 
where they picked up a number of warblers, thrushes, 
and other woodland birds before returning to Little 
Rock to meet up with Bill. The next stop was Cook's 
Landing where a Ring-billed Gull and Lesser Scaup were 
still hanging around. From there the team traveled 
through Lollie Bottoms and over to Morrilton, picking 
up a variety of open grassland birds such as 
Bobolink. Eastern Kingbirds were in abundance. Once in 
Morrilton, a flooded Point Remove and Cherokee Park 
yielded lots of warblers, including a Cerulean 
Warbler. From there the Thrashers traveled the 
bottomlands south of Blackwell and Atkins, finding an 
abundance of shorebirds including 43 Wilson's 
Phalaropes and hundreds of Lesser Yellowlegs. A 
Peregrine Falcon made an appearance, scaring up the 
shorebirds. They were running out of daylight at that 
point and spent the last few hours picking up some final 
birds including Pied-billed Grebe and Eastern Phoebe. It 
was a good day of birding with many lessons learned for 
next year.  
     True to their name, Early Birds & The Worms (Dan 
& Samantha Scheiman, and Jeremy Chamberlain & 
Heather Laferte) convened in a Jonesboro hotel lobby at 

3 AM on May 14, then headed to Scatter Creek WMA 
where they heard both Eastern Whip-poor-wills and 
Chuck-will’s-widows. Back in Jonesboro at Craighead 
Forest Park, a relatively quiet dawn chorus was 
brightened by a beautiful Blackburnian Warbler and the 
spiraling song of two Veeries. At Bald Knob they picked 
up Grasshopper Sparrow and other open country birds, 
then a Western Kingbird at an electrical substation. At 
Bald Knob NWR, Bell’s Vireo was a gimme, but 
shorebirds and wading birds were largely gone. After a 
stop for Galloway’s Great-tailed Grackles, they made it 
to Arkansas Post National Memorial for secretive 
marshbirds and more migrants, including Least Bittern 
and Canada Warbler. At Camp Nine Farm, the Baxters 
helped them rack up needed waterbirds: Mottled Duck, 
Pied-billed Grebe, American Golden-Plover, Black Tern, 
and White-faced Ibis and more. They made it to Warren 
Prairie NA in time to hear a Red-cockaded Woodpecker 
at a cavity cluster. At 9:30 PM, after 18.5 hours, 440 
miles, and 133 species, Samantha, Jeremy, Heather and 
Dan called it a day, a satisfying day for sure. 
     Altogether the 12 teams tallied 192 species. Of those, 
43 were seen by only one team, including Lesser Scaup, 
American Avocet, American Woodcock, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Black-billed Cuckoo, 
Common Loon, Golden-winged Warbler, Bank Swallow, 
Pine Siskin, Least Bittern, White-faced Ibis, and Red-
cockaded Woodpecker. The Thrashers and the Early 
Birds tied for the greatest number of species among the 
field teams (133). The most species seen among the 
yard teams goes to Janet Rowe of Hot Springs Village 
(42) thanks to her lakeside location. 
 

 
The Spicy Birds, in Don's backyard - Dottie Boyles, Don 

Burnham, and Cindy Franklin | Photo: Don Burnham 
 

     Audubon Delta thanks all the birders for devoting 
their time and talent to the event, and for helping to 
raise funds and friends. Together we raised over $7,400 
for conservation and education programs in Arkansas. I 
removed my team from the competition of most money 
raised, so that means ASCA won this year! Time to start 
strategizing for next year! 



 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 
Sherwood, AR 72124 
 

Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 
Return service requested. 
 
 

    
Northern Bobwhite | Photo: Dottie Boyles 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

     *New memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

for the following calendar year. 

     All membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 
mission is to encourage programs and 
activities supporting all things natural, wild, 
and free, especially birds, bird habitat 
stability and improvement, as well as to 
promote fellowship among members, 
educate and inspire the public, and 
champion the highest standards of ethical 
outdoor conduct. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or 
Color Marker you can visit the U.S. 
Geological Survey website: 
 www.reportband.gov/. 
  
_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission authorized Migratory Bird Re-
habilitator in your area, visit their website: 
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/
migratorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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