
 

THE SNIPE 
   
 
  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Volume 55 Issue 4                                                 www.ascabird.org                                   September – November 2021 
 

 

Birding Alaska's Outposts 
 
Patty McLean 
 

     There are a few key places in Alaska that avid 
birders dream of visiting – and several are either 
north or just south of the Arctic Circle, giving Alaska 
its rightful title: Land of the Midnight Sun. As the 
Summer Solstice approaches and then wanes, the sun 
doesn't really "set;" a portion of it merely sinks below 
the horizon with some visible part still skirting the 
horizon, providing an eerie light across the land. And 
the birds don't mind because it provides extra time to 
fatten up in advance of their energy-consuming 
breeding behaviors. 
     In June, Michael Linz and I joined Kathleen and 
Allan Mueller for an extended birding trip to some of 
Alaska's key outposts: Nome, Gambell and Barrow 
(now officially named Utqiagvik). Led by Kim Risen of 
NatureScape Tours, our trip began in Anchorage 
where we spent an extra day adjusting to the long 
daylight hours, the cooler temperatures and a 
bountiful number of birds. 
     ANCHORAGE has several well-known birding hot-
spots including Lake Hood, Potter's Marsh and 
multiple trails along Turnagain Bay. Here we picked 
up Arctic Tern, Varied Thrush and Townsend's 
Warbler to name a few – plus a nice welcome 
celebration with local beer and fresh halibut. Then on 
to Nome via Alaska Air. 
     NOME is perhaps best known for being the end 
point of the Iditarod, an annual overland race 
covering nearly 1000 miles by dog sled. There are no 
roads connecting Nome and the only way to get there 
is by boat, plane or sled. And because Nome sits on 
the edge of the Bering Sea, access from sea is typically 
blocked until summer due to the vast amount of sea 
ice. Once this pack ice begins to melt, the birds begin 
to arrive – and often in huge numbers, giving birders 
many opportunities to see a rarity they likely cannot 
find anywhere else in the United States as well as a 
number of birds that winter in Arkansas. Some of the 
highlights we found in Nome were Emperor Goose, 
Stejneger's Scoter (the newly split species from 
White-winged Scoter – confirmed for us by David 
Sibley, who was also birding this area), Rock and 

Willow Ptarmigan, Bristle-thighed Curlew (a target 
bird for most who venture to Nome), Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Gyrfalcon, Bluethroat, Northern Wheatear, 
and several herds of Musk Ox. A notable highlight 
was seeing Red-necked Phalarope and Red-throated 
Loons feeding and nesting in shallow pools along the 
roadside. 
 

 
Bristle-thighed Curlew | Photo: Michael Linz 

    
  After our adventure in Nome, we flew by small plane 
over the Bering Sea where we spent five days in 
Gambell, a subsistent native Yup'ik village that sits on 
the NW tip of St. Lawrence Island, less than 30 miles 
from Russia – and where the snow-covered 
mountains of Siberia are visible on a clear day. 
Several villagers are world-renown ivory carvers and 
regularly offer their beautiful artwork made of whale 
or walrus bones, tusks and teeth to visitors. We 
couldn't resist and bought several pieces. 
     GAMBELL natives truly exist off the land and sea, 
with hunters sharing their catch of whale, walrus, 
alcid and goose with the village, but life on the island 
is challenging. Winters are harsh and dark and can 
bring difficult times to the villagers. Many do not 
have running water and the only public bathroom is 
not regularly open. The village's electricity is the 
most modern aspect and is supplied by three wind 
turbines.  
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     ASCA field trips remain suspended. 
Earlier this summer the ASCA Board had 
hoped we would be able to resume our 
monthly birding field trips in the fall. 
Vaccines became widely available and the 
number of infections across Arkansas 
and the country fell dramatically. It 
seemed the worst of the pandemic was 
over.  
     Then the Delta variant arrived and 
here we are again mired in another wave 
of this infectious pandemic. While the 
current vaccines remain effective in 
preventing illness in most people, 
breakthrough infections are occurring. As 
the Delta wave has progressed, a few 
vaccinated people have succumbed to the 
virus. Presumably at least some of these 
vaccinated people had underlying 
medical conditions that made them less 
able to overcome the viral onslaught.  
     In mid-July I had a COVID test done 
because I had unexplained, sustained 
sneezing. To my surprise I tested positive 
despite rigorous hand hygiene and 
wearing a KN95 mask anytime I was 
around anyone not in my immediate 
family or among a select group of 
vaccinated friends. Within a few days of 
the test, I developed a fever and GI 
symptoms that lasted a few days before 
subsiding. The fatigue that accompanied 
the other symptoms took much longer to 
resolve.  
     My husband and our daughter, who 
lives with us, both tested negative and 

never developed any symptoms despite 
close contact. All of us were glad when I 
tested negative a month later and we 
could finally come out of our face masks 
at home.  
     During that month I heard from 
another local birder who reported a 
similar experience including fatigue 
despite being vaccinated.  
     The Delta variant is so much more 
infectious than the original strain of the 
virus we experienced in 2020. Many of 
our members are older and may be 
vulnerable to the virus or have relatives 
with medical conditions who might also 
be vulnerable. Since the Board has 
determined we cannot ask field trip 
participants about their vaccination 
status nor require masks since there is no 
statewide mask mandate, a sponsored 
field trip could become a super spreader 
event even if all participants rigorously 
observe pandemic precautions.  
     The Board regrets the continued 
suspension of the field trips. We urge all 
of our members and field trip 
participants to follow pandemic 
precautions including masking, hand 
hygiene, and social distancing. We urge 
everyone to get vaccinated if you haven’t 
done so already and consider taking the 
booster vaccine shot when it becomes 
available.  
     Please be safe out there. 

Cindy Franklin 
 ASCA President

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2021 Fall Native Plant Sale 
(Online Order/Curbside Pickup) 

 
     Audubon Arkansas's Fall Native Plant 
Sale will again be held through online 
ordering and curbside pickup to ensure the 
safety of all involved.  
     This is a perfect opportunity to sup-port 
local businesses that are still adapting 
during COVID-19. Pine Ridge Gardens, 
Grand Design, Native Sun Nursery, Grand 
Prairie Nursery, and Audubon will all have 
plants for sale. 

     Online ordering will open Wed., Sept. 1, 
at 8 a.m. through Wed., Sept. 8, at 8 p.m. 
Card payments only. American Express is 
not accepted.  
     Curbside pickup will be Fri., Sept. 17, and 
Sat., Sept. 18, at the Little Rock Audubon 
Center (4500 Springer Blvd., Little Rock, AR 
72206). 
     For more information visit: 
https://ar.audubon.org/2021onlinesale.
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     NOTE: All upcoming meetings will be online via Zoom. Visit ar.audubon.org/events to find and register for each 
meeting. Registration takes the place of a sign-in sheet. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meeting. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

September 9, 2021   
Ecology and Recovery of the Endangered  
Red-cockaded Woodpecker in Arkansas  

Bill Holimon – ANHC 
 

     Bill will update us on efforts to recover the 
endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker, as well as 
describe what makes this species unique. 
     Bill Holimon has worked for the Arkansas Natural 
Heritage Commission (ANHC) since 2000, first as 
grants coordinator/zoologist, then chief of research, 
and now as director. Bill is an avian ecologist with 
over 25 years experience in science and 
conservation. He has a B.S. in biology and a B.S. in 
accounting, both from the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, as well as a M.S. in biology from New 
Mexico State University. He helps manage Arkansas's 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker population. 
   
     Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkceGu
rTMvEt3pWfp34p3GSDy8Npd2M9d2  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

October 14, 2021 
Bat Biology, Ecosystem Services,  

and Conservation 
Christy Slay – TSC and Mike Slay – TNC 

 

     Bats have been around for more than 50 million 
years, and with more than 1,400 species documented, 
they are the second largest group of mammals across 
the globe. This presentation will discuss bats broadly, 
including how they navigate their world, why they 
are important, how they can be protected, and then 
discuss bats found in The Natural State. Arkansas has 
16 species of bats, and these species use a variety of 
habitats such as forests and caves. We will highlight 
some of Arkansas’s forest and cave bats, monitoring 
techniques used to study these species, and 
conservation efforts focused on protecting their 
habitat. 
     Christy Melhart Slay is a conservation biologist 
who directs the science activities for The 
Sustainability Consortium (TSC). Christy leads 
projects with corporations, universities, and 
environmental organizations to advance sustainable 
agriculture and spatial tools for visualizing the 
environmental and social impacts of global supply 

chains. Most recently she published research on the 
drivers of global forest loss in the journal Science and 
forest carbon fluxes in the journal Nature Climate 
Change. She has a B.S. from Hendrix College and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Arkansas. She co-leads 
cave ecology research on the island of Hawaii 
documenting new species during her vacation time. 
     Mike Slay is a conservation biologist who directs 
the cave and karst science and conservation efforts 
for The Nature Conservancy (TNC). He works with 
numerous partners to conserve and protect karst 
species and habitats. He has a M.S. from the 
University of Arkansas. He has helped discover over 
15 new species to science and has one named for 
him, Conicera slayi. 
    

     Register in advance for this meeting. 
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqcu
mrqj8sE9AB9zTVABao-BpTTe2_5glT  
________________________________________________________________ 
 

November 11, 2021  
Rails to Trails: Recreational Conservation 

Matt McNair – ADPHT 
 

     Matt will focus on the potential conservation 
benefits of an extensive rails-to-trails system in 
Arkansas, with rail trails providing not only a space 
for human recreation, but serving as corridors for 
wildlife, birds, and pollinators. 
     Matt McNair is a project officer with the Outdoor 
Recreation Grants Program a division of Arkansas 
Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism 
(ADPHT). Along with providing grant assistance and 
project advice to municipalities and counties in 
Arkansas, he has served as the Arkansas State Trails 
Coordinator since 2020. He is a native of Bruno, 
Arkansas (Marion County), and currently lives in 
Little Rock, where his wife owns and operates Bella 
Vita Jewelry. When not serving the citizens of 
Arkansas in his official capacity, he enjoys gardening, 
hiking, canoeing, and pretty much anything else to be 
done in the Arkansas out-of-doors. 
 

     Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvcem
orjwqH9w4J5Ct-MBtGvM1-iGwK6t4  
 

 

Upcoming Programs 

https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkceGurTMvEt3pWfp34p3GSDy8Npd2M9d2
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkceGurTMvEt3pWfp34p3GSDy8Npd2M9d2
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqcumrqj8sE9AB9zTVABao-BpTTe2_5glT
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqcumrqj8sE9AB9zTVABao-BpTTe2_5glT
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvcemorjwqH9w4J5Ct-MBtGvM1-iGwK6t4
https://audubon.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvcemorjwqH9w4J5Ct-MBtGvM1-iGwK6t4
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In Pursuit of State Birds 
 

Dan Scheiman 
 

     In May, I used my first post-vaccination out-of-
state trips to not only visit family for the first time in 
over a year, but to actively build my New York and 
Wisconsin state lists. I was not necessarily planning 
to do this at first, but then a couple of weeks before 
my trip a Wood Stork showed up in a marsh on the 
south shore of Long Island not far from my mother’s 
apartment. It was being seen every day, so I knew I 
had to pursue it. Then I looked at all the recently seen 
species in eBird’s Needs Alert and discovered many 
other birds I could add. I had not been on Long Island 
in spring in two decades, so there were certain 
migrants and localized breeders I’d been missing, in 
addition to rare birds. 
     eBird’s Needs Alert is a tool for targeting your 
birding. At eBird.org go to Explore / Alerts / Needs 
Alert, and enter a region (country, state, or county). 
Don’t check the “This year only” box unless you’re 
working on a year list. This brings up a list of species 
you have never seen (i.e., never reported to eBird for 
that region) that others have reported in the last 7 
days. You can sort by species, date, or location. Links 
take you to the checklists themselves or a map of the 
location. 
     I saw the Wood Stork immediately, giving me time 
to pursue Boat-tailed Grackles at one state park, 
followed by a singing male Yellow-throated Warbler 
at another state park. Both have expanded their 
breeding range onto Long Island since I moved away. 
A Black-throated Gray Warbler was spotted on a TNC 
preserve that evening, so I and other birders showed 
up the next morning. Unfortunately, it turned out to 
be a one-day-wonder.   
 

 
Juvenile and adult King Eiders | Photo: Mark Davis 

 
     The next day I met up with a childhood friend who 
has become an avid nature photographer in recent 
years. When we couldn’t find the Western Grebe in 
Brooklyn, we drove to Staten Island in search of a 
pair of late-lingering King Eiders. I thought we’d miss 

them too when luckily, I spotted the immature male’s 
head popup above a grass clump. Then the stunning 
adult male waddled into view! They allowed long 
looks and lots of photos. Mark was thrilled to see 
them and many other species he would not have 
known without my guidance.  
     I returned to the TNC preserve before dawn, not 
for an extralimital warbler, but for Eastern Whip-
poor-will. While shivering in the chilly air I enjoyed 
their serenade, along with hooting Great Horned 
Owls and peenting woodcocks. Before the sun hit the 
horizon I had another state bird – Blue Grosbeak.  
     A migrant-filled morning in Brooklyn’s Prospect 
Park netted me my state Summer Tanager and 
Swainson’s Thrush, alongside 16 species of warbler. I 
missed Gray-cheeked Thrush. Incredibly, the next day 
many birders saw and heard a Bicknell’s Thrush in 
the park. I also learned too late about a cooperative 
Least Bittern in the adjacent botanical garden. eBird’s 
Needs Alert depends on timely posting by observers 
as well as frequent checking to stay on top of the 
latest sightings. 
     I found a Roseate Tern among hundreds of nesting 
Common Terns and other shorebirds on the south 
shore of Long Island. It was still a bit early for the 
species to be nesting at this beach. Also, a bit early 
was a breeding plumage Black Tern; not a state bird 
but it tripped eBird’s filter. On my last day in NY, I 
didn’t want to be away from my mom for too long, so 
I birded a nearby park. I hoped merely for a Gray-
cheeked Thrush but didn’t come across any Catharus 
thrushes. I added 9 state birds, the most I’ve seen in a 
single visit since moving out of state in 1998. My 
state list stands at 293. 
 

 
Dan at Black Creek Bog Natural Area | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

 
     I’ve been working on my WI list since my first visit 
to meet Samantha’s  family  in  2008, so there are still 

 
 

Continued on page 5 
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In Pursuit of State Birds cont. 
 

continued from page 4 

many regularly occurring species to add. Coming off 
the high of my NY trip I planned to actively pursue 
new WI birds more than I had before. I started 
immediately that first evening with a Barred Owl in 
the nearby state forest. The next morning, I set off 
after a White-faced Ibis in the adjacent county. No 
luck, but Willow Flycatchers were a consolation 
prize. On the way north to scenic Door County, Sam 
and I stopped to search for a Tricolored Heron. No 
luck again, but a Canada Warbler was a good catch. 
     Her parents joined us for birding along Lake 
Michigan where we all enjoyed a flock of 20 
Whimbrels and a couple of Black-bellied Plovers. We 
missed the Common and Forster’s Terns but met the 
local birder who reported them. We were stopped in 
our tracks when we heard, or more like felt, a Ruffed 
Grouse drumming in the woods just off trail. The next 
day I experienced a magical morning listening to an 
Eastern Whip-poor-will sing as the dawn chorus 
gradually rose around me; no one else in sight and no 
other sounds but the birds. I was back in time for 
breakfast. 
 

 
Whimbrel | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

  
     A Prairie Warbler, at the northern limits of its 
breeding range, was obligingly singing when I 
showed up. On the drive back south, we stopped at 
the Manitowoc Impoundment for a host of birds I 

needed: Common Tern, Dunlin, Greater Yellowlegs 
White-rumped Sandpiper, and Bank Swallow. Sure, I 
missed a few other species that had been recently 
reported, like a Little Gull, but I did run into renown 
WI birder Charles Sontag. My last chase of the trip 
was a White-winged Dove at Samantha’s uncle’s 
house; Jim Holschbach is also an avid birder. I sat for 
2.5 hours but it never showed. I can’t complain, 
though, because I added 13 species to my state list. 
 

 
Adult Common Loon with young. | Photo: Samantha Scheiman 

 
     During the first week of August, Samantha and I 
returned to WI, this time to the boreal forest and 
Lake Superior shoreline in the Northwoods region. 
Our main target was our life Spruce Grouse, a long 
shot we missed. But along the way I added five more 
species: Canada Jay, Cape May Warbler (lifer for 
Samantha), Lesser Yellowlegs, Baird’s Sandpiper, and 
Least Bittern, bringing my list to 224. We also saw 6 
life butterflies between us.  
     I feel fortunate to have a family that allows me 
leeway to pursue birds. It might be another year 
before we can safely return to our home states to 
visit them. In the meantime, we’ll be keeping an eye 
out for new Arkansas birds to add.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Field Trips Still Put on Hold 
 

Karen Holliday 
ASCA Field Trip Coordinator 

 

     With continuing COVID-19 concerns, plus our 
priority to keep members of our birding community 
healthy and safe, the Officers and Board Members of 
ASCA decided to suspend all monthly field trips until 
further notice. Due to the necessity of maintaining social 

distancing, it is not feasible at this time to hold large 
group activities. We will keep you posted. 
     ASCA has a list of recommended places to bird in 
Central Arkansas posted on their website: 
 https://wp.ascabird.org/birding/birding-hotspots/. 

 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwp.ascabird.org%2Fbirding%2Fbirding-hotspots%2F&data=02%7C01%7Carbird-l%40listserv.uark.edu%7C6e4019c1c7dd4501cf2808d7f37792b4%7C79c742c4e61c4fa5be89a3cb566a80d1%7C0%7C0%7C637245567214028006&sdata=pJNKgF76sLVSGP5%2Bhz18J5VCEsPpDkjuLbpoR66uoro%3D&reserved=0
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Birding Alaska's Outposts cont. 
 
continued from page 1 
 

turbines. Alcohol is not sold or permitted. Only one 
grocery store exists and prices are exorbitant, largely 
because almost nothing is grown or made there and 
all items are either flown in or shipped by boat, when 
available. Most families have at least one four-
wheeler, and some have snowmobiles. This is 
basically their only land transportation due to the 
high cost of anything else and the thick layer of gravel 
the village sits atop. 
     They have small boats, some aluminum with 
motors for fishing, but most are hand-built wooden 
boats covered in walrus skin to hunt walrus and 
whale. No motors, only oars are used when hunting 
at sea to keep from scaring their prey. Keep in mind, 
these hunters are going into the Bering Sea, a sea that 
is not always kind nor forgiving (ever watch The 
Deadliest Catch? This is where these brave Alaska 
Natives hunt in their small hand-crafted boats). 
Additionally, they tell us the sea ice keeps getting 
softer, even in the winter months, and adds an extra 
life-threatening element to each adventure because 
they must pull their heavy harvest onto the soft ice to 
carve it up before taking it back to the village. These 
are challenging times for them and some do not 
survive the long, dark days. We often forget how easy 
we have it down here in mainstream America. We 
have running water but many of them do not. Most of 
us do not smoke but most of them do. We have 
regular daylight hours, they do not. We have doctors, 
dentists, restaurants, hair salons, and movie theaters. 
They do not. We have a plethora of affordable food 
and other products, but they do not. Items they 
purchase are flown in from Nome on a small prop 
plane but only when the planes can fly/land, so it 
may be months before they can collect their 
purchases. If by boat, small ships only dock when the 
pack ice has melted and the seas are calm. When we 
were there in early June, the temperature was 
between 20 and 40 degrees with strong icy winds 
that hit us in the face as we travelled on our four-
wheelers, and gas was $10 a gallon – and I'm sure it's 
jumped since then. Would we go again? Maybe. But if 
you've never been and are so inclined, absolutely yes! 
Here's why: 
     Gambell is a unique mecca for birders and 
provides excellent opportunities to find vagrant 
Asiatic rarities. It is also a huge migration area, with 
uncountable numbers of seabirds passing close to 
shore all day and night, heading north to their 
breeding grounds. We watched as Spectacled, King, 
and Steller's Eiders, tens of thousands of alcids 

including Horned and Tufted Puffins, Northern 
Fulmars, and Arctic and Yellow-billed Loons flew 
past, close to shore. The movement and volume were 
overwhelming at times with large feeding flocks of 
alcids and allies heading both north and south 
simultaneously. Inevitably, some would land out in 
front of us to feed on the rich ocean bounty and give 
us great up-close looks. 
 

 
Steller's Eider | Photo: Michael Linz 

 

     Several of the best inland spots – the boneyards 
and a few marshy areas – produced additional 
rarities for us including Lesser Sand-Plover (formerly 
Mongolian Plover), Common Ringed-Plover, Wood 
Sandpiper, Rock Sandpiper, Bluethroat, PALLAS'S 
BUNTING (2nd record), Siberian Rubythroat, Red-
throated Pipit and what appeared to be a Common 
Snipe. Another unique sighting at Gambell was of 
Charlie Bostwick, a friend of Patty's from Georgia 
who is doing an ABA Big Year. Currently he's #1 for 
2021. It was fun hearing about his adventures 
traveling at last minute to places he's never been to 
see a bird he's perhaps never seen. We're wishing 
him a great return on his investment. 
     Due to heavy fog on our planned departure day, we 
had no choice but to stay on Gambell an extra day. 
This happens periodically to visitors so it's always 
good to have a contingency plan when going to 
Gambell and other remote areas, but this gave us 
great heartbreak because it meant another day with a 
"honey-bucket" and made our travel to Barrow a bit 
challenging since we had to make multiple 
connections to get there – but we made it. 
     BARROW sits north of the Arctic Circle and is 
known as the Top of the World (which it isn't but it is 
the most northern city in the U.S.). It is now officially 
named Utqiagvik, a native Inupiaq word meaning 
"place 

 

continued on page 7 
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Birding Alaska's Outposts cont. 
 
continued from page 6 
 

"place where Snowy Owls are hunted." Fortunately, 
snowys are still prevalent and we hunted them too – 
enjoying their beauty and taking photographs. The 
area surrounding Utqiagvik provides vast breeding 
sites for thousands of shorebirds, geese, and other 
avian species, and we had close looks at Steller's, 
King, and Spectacled Eiders and hundreds of Red 
Phalarope in full breeding plumage. One of the 
rarities we saw here was a beautiful, Red-necked 
Stint that stayed for several days at the corner of 
Cake Eater Road. The pack ice was still thick while we 
were there, keeping some of the gulls and migrants 
we were hoping to see further out. And again, due to 
heavy fog, we were a day late flying out of Barrow 
back to Anchorage, forcing us to drive a rental car 
from Anchorage to Denali well into the wee hours of 
the morning, giving us that Midnight Sun experience 
referenced earlier. But it was worth it and the next 
morning we hopped on a tour bus to take us 90+ 
miles into Denali National Park. 
 

 
Allan & Kathleen Mueller, Michael Linz, Patty McLean, and  

Lon Baumgardt (from MN). | Photo: Kim Risen 

 

     DENALI is famous for having the tallest mountain 
in North America, Mt. McKinley, now officially named 
Denali meaning "The Tall One" in the native 
Athabascan language. Inside Denali National Park, 
birding quickly takes a back seat to wildlife and the 
"Big Five" become the main focus – caribou, moose, 
dall sheep, wolf, and grizzly or brown bear. Our bus 
stopped at each sighting of wildlife, as well as to see a 
few Golden Eagles we spotted along the road.  At the 
end of the day, a cold brew and a pizza made a grand 
finish to the day's adventure. 
     DENALI HIGHWAY is a prime destination for 
birders in search of the Arctic Warbler. We arrived 

early in their breeding season and found only a few of 
this secretive warbler but enjoyed our outing along 
the long gravel road with beautiful views of distant 
snow-capped mountains and more common species 
such as American Dipper, Merlin, and American 
Three-toed Woodpecker.  
     The next day was spent getting final views of 
Denali, heading back to Anchorage to drop Allan and 
Kathleen at the airport for their trip home, and for 
Michael and I to prepare for our final part of the trip 
– three days in Seward with a day cruise along the 
Northwestern Kenai Fjord. 
     SEWARD and the KENAI PENINSULA made for a 
relaxing end to a long Alaska birding trip. The quaint 
and charming town of Seward offers excellent 
restaurants, B&Bs, and shopping. It sits on the shore 
of Resurrection Bay, providing birders many 
delightful experiences around the bay, through the 
town and into the surrounding Sitka Spruce forest. 
We enjoyed touring this lovely town, but our big time 
came on our day-long cruise to Kenai Fjords National 
Park to see the beautiful majestic mountains, a few 
remaining glaciers and the wildlife that call this area 
home – whales, dolphin, Orca, sea lions, and sea 
otters, plus excellent views of Red-faced Cormorants, 
Marbled, Kittlitz's and Ancient Murrelets, and more 
Horned and Tufted Puffins, always a special treat to 
see. 
     While our Alaska trip was long (nearly three 
weeks), we thoroughly enjoyed it, except for having 
no running water in Gambell (a whole other story 
and thus the previous reference to a "honey-bucket"). 
Our combined number of avian species was 179 with 
each of us netting U.S. life birds: 34 for Michael, 12 for 
Allan and 8 for me – but it is the beauty, the silence, 
and the glory of all we experienced that will long be 
remembered.  
 

 
Red Phalarope | Photo: Michael Linz 
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On August 30, 2021 Kenny & LaDonna Nichols, 
discovered seven Magnificent Frigatebirds, driven  
inland by Hurricane Ida, at Grand Lake in Chicot Co.   
Photo: Michael Linz 
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 
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Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  
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