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100 - Are You Ready for Numbers! 
 
Allan Mueller 
 

    The day started with a guided hike to see what was 

supposed to be my 100
th

 bird in Hawai’i, the O'ahu 

'Elepaio. I thought it would be cool for my final sighting to 

be a native Hawaiian forest bird, but after four hours, I only 

heard it. Not good enough. 

    My guide put me on to a White-faced Ibis staked-out in a 

refuge out across Honolulu. The White-faced Ibis is an 

accidental species in Hawaii and, though it is not as classy 

as the O'ahu 'Elepaio, it sounded like my best shot. So in 

the afternoon of the same day I took a drive out to the     

37-acre Honouliuli Unit of Pearl Harbor National Wildlife 

Refuge. 

    The directions to the refuge led me to park on a 

residential cul-de-sac and walk to the locked refuge gate. 

Then walk in the weeds and mud outside the refuge fence 

for a while, looking for a makeshift vantage point likely 

constructed by somebody else coming to see this very same 

bird. It is sad that our national wildlife refuges are so 

poorly funded that the managers are forced to reduce public 

access and use their limited budget to concentrate on their 

primary mission of wildlife management. I agree with that 

choice, it’s just a choice they should not be forced to make. 

    Soon enough I found the spot and began the “finishing” 

search. 

    It is not unusual for people to set irrational goals. To aim 

at something that has no good reason to be aimed at. It just 

feels good to go there. For instance, President John 

Kennedy set a goal for the United States to send a man to 

the moon and return him safely before the end of the 1960s. 

Now going to the moon is an excellent goal that benefits 

the U.S. and all of humanity in ways we do not yet 

understand, and it points to the future direction of mankind, 

but doing it before the end of the 1960s was irrational. I can 

see no good reason to set that deadline, unless it had some 

obtuse Cold War implications. But once the president 

publically set that goal, the U.S. worked hard to meet it. 

Making that goal-setting speech was the equivalent of 

writing down that goal, and research shows that if you 

write down your goal you have a 90 percent better chance 

of achieving it than an unwritten goal (OK, I made up that 

number, but the research does show that a written goal is a 

strong incentive). 

    Sometime in the 1980s (the actual date is lost to history) 

I decided to set the irrational goal of seeing 100 species of 

birds in each state and the District of Columbia. 100 is a 

good number to aim for only because the base 10 number 

system adds another digit at that point. It certainly has no 

biological significance. The American Birding Association 

(ABA) annually publishes a list of who saw the most 

species in each state. To be eligible to submit your number 

you must have seen at least ½ of the officially documented 

species for that state. Thus, many birders have adopted the 

½ as the appropriate goal for each state. I do not know if 

the ABA established that ½ standard before or after I set 

my 100 goal, but I was not aware of it when I picked 100. 

If I had known about the ½ I may have set that as my target 

for each state, but by the time I learned of the ½ I was 

already mentally set on 100, and was too stubborn to 

change. 

    As with all birding lists, ethics eventually becomes an 

issue. What counts and what does not? If I have seen a 

species, every time I heard it later counts. So I may not 

have seen a Wood Thrush in Tennessee, but if I hear one, it 

goes on the Tennessee list. Recently in Hawai’i a little 

different issue came up. A guide took me to a Pacific 

Ocean cliff where Red-tailed Tropicbirds nest.  Most of the 

nests were hidden in rock crevices, but one was in the open, 

almost. Using a scope I could see the back half of the bird, 

including the red streamers that give the bird its name, 

while its head and neck were concealed in the cliff. Does 

that count? Yes, for not only a new Hawai’i bird, but also a 

lifer to complete all the tropicbirds. My list, my rules — 

after all if you cheat, who are you cheating? 
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Slow Down and Sit a Spell 
 

Jane Gulley 
ASCA President 
 

    When I wrote the last article for The Snipe 

we were in the throes of a terribly cold winter. 

I was worried that the cold weather was never 

going to let spring bounce into our lives. After 

church on Easter Sunday, Thomas and I took 

the dogs and went for a ride to Petit Jean State 

Park. We couldn’t help but notice that there 

were at least 10 million colors of green in the 

new foliage on the trees! The dogwood trees 

were at their height of bloom and added the 

bright white color to the landscape. It was a 

glorious day.  

    It is special to be able to appreciate nature 

and all the changes and beauty that are 

“everyday” wonders. I think that is one reason 

I enjoy birding. I don’t have to go on a long 

trip, although those exciting birding trips are 

fun. I can sit in my backyard and see all kinds 

of interesting sights and hear all kinds of 

interesting bird sounds or “conversations” as 

our son called them.  

    I have been watching a pair of Northern 

Cardinals care for their two almost feathered 

babies. There were originally three babies but 

one disappeared early in the nesting process. I 

do not know how many eggs were in the nest, 

but the little mother took care of them through 

a terrible rainstorm. It was just a day or two 

after the deluge of rain that I noticed the eggs 

had hatched.  

    I also have Eastern Bluebirds in my yard 

this year. I had them last year too, but it had 

been many years with no bluebirds. I never 

knew why they nested in our yard regularly 

and then quit after several years. They are 

nesting in a new bluebird house that is in the 

same location they used years ago. 

    I have a strange nesting location that was 

used successfully last year and again this year 

by a pair of Carolina Chickadees. They are 

nesting in a butterfly house. They have to 

wiggle and scrunch to get in the cylindrical 

opening but they seem to be happy. 

    At the edge of the woods I have two more 

bluebird houses. One house has a family of 

Tufted Titmice and the other, another family 

of chickadees. My Purple Martin house is 

occupied by House Sparrows, but they are fun 

to watch and are pleasant if messy neighbors. 

I used to have Purple Martins and worried 

about them. It seemed like something was 

always disturbing their neighborhood. One 

day I heard a terrible racket and went to check 

and a large rat snake was wrapped around the 

house sticking its head in the opening of each 

nest box. I assume it was eating the babies. 

After the snake incident the martins 

abandoned my martin house and never 

returned. It is amazing how they have such 

long memories.   

    I hope you will take time to enjoy the 

“everyday” activities that are close to you. A 

bird ID book and binoculars add to the 

experience but aren’t necessary. All you really 

need is to make a commitment to yourself to 

slow down and sit a spell.  

    I hope to see you at our ASCA meetings so 

we can talk about our birding experiences. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

ASCA would like to welcome the following new members: 

 

       Kirk & Elissa Dixon 

       Joe Hall 

       William Jeter 

      Daniel de Klerk  

      Rob Lambert  

      Gunnar Numme 

Richard & Binnie Owings 

John Webb & Margaret Gates 

 

 

 

 

President’s Column 
ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Vacant 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Board Members 
 

Robert Bays 
baysrr@att.net 
 

Samantha Dixon 
supersampow@gmail.com 
 

Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Shepherd 
501-375-3918 
stoneax63@hotmail.com 
 

Rob Weiss 
kofkpastor@yahoo.com 
 

Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Doris Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Rare Bird Alert 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
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100 - Are You Ready for Numbers! 
 

continued from page 1 

    Seeing a lot of birds in different places means going to 

different places, which isn't easy. I had a job. I had a family. 

The only way to do it is to take advantage of every chance. 

Almost all of our family vacations were aimed at the state 

lists, as in “Wow, the Grand Canyon is beautif –– Was that a 

Grace’s Warbler?” (I often tested the patience of my family). 

When vacations weren't enough, business trips to needed 

states were opportunistically extended for one or more days to 

chase unseen birds. Upon retirement the chase became more 

serious. My wife and I took a 15 day trip to five New England 

states with a tight schedule of three days per state, and 

succeeded in completing all states. Targeted trips were also 

made to Idaho, Ohio, Indiana, Hawaii, and others. 

    Kathleen, my wife, was with me on most of the trips, but 

many other birders traveled with me or acted as my guide. In 

North Dakota, I learned of a good Baird's Sparrow spot on a 

Nature Conservancy property and stopped by the office to 

chat. The staff seemed reluctant to let me on the property until 

I informed them of my Nature Conservancy membership. The 

next morning I wore my Nature Conservancy hat, and they 

graciously led me right to the Baird's. I was even able to 

identify a singing Sora for them in one of their potholes. In 

Colorado, I persuaded a local birder to take me on a two mile 

hike to see a Northern Pygmy-Owl. After we encountered 

several mountain bikers on the trail, my guide became rather 

perturbed, and I received an extended lecture on the evils of 

bicycles on trails.  Nevertheless, he maintained focus enough 

to get me to the owl. Also in Colorado on the way to the 

Gunnison’s Sage-Grouse, we spent a night in a cheap motel 

where we got locked inside the room. It took about 30 minutes 

to get us out, but the owner kindly gave us the room at no 

charge, despite his wife's objections. Birders, and others, seem 

to always be ready to help a visitor; an essential ingredient of 

success.    

    The things of a lister were all part of the quest — many trips 

to sewer ponds, dumps, mountain tops, deserts, pelagic trips 

on all coasts, long drives to south Texas and south Arizona, 

stumbling around in the dark of a strange place, and the classic 

chaser/lister experience — the long, frantic, spur-of-the-

moment drive to a staked-out bird followed by a long wait for 

it to show up.   

    After the second scan through my scope, there was still no 

White-faced Ibis. I thought about packing up and trying out 

some other leads I had, but they were tenuous and I was losing 

daylight. It had to be the Ibis.  

    I wished I could get into the refuge for another viewpoint. I 

wished I could be closer. But the limitations of circumstance 

put me on the outside looking in.  

    I looked into the scope one more time. 

    There it was, so close it was hidden behind a stand of 

cattails and only appeared through the waving gaps in the 

greenery. That lost White-faced Ibis was the magic bird — 

100th species in the 50th state.   

    It felt good to meet this long written down goal and 

prompted me to look back on why I did this. Yes, I like 

birding and it is fun to chase a goal that is difficult and also 

achievable (I certainly did not want a goal I had no chance of 

reaching), but somehow that is not enough of a reason. There 

is no prize and any recognition is fleeting (as is true of all 

recognition), so I don’t really know why, but I would do it 

again.   

    Hawaii was the last and one of the hardest states. The state 

list is small, with 237 the most reported seen by any birder on 

the American Birding Association website, and many of the 

birds are in hard-to-get-to locations (rainy mountain tops, 

distant islands). We made two trips, 9 days and 17 days, to 

four islands: Hawai'i, O'ahu, Maui, and Kaua'i: to reach 102. I 

figured Vermont to be even harder because it is small and has 

no coast, but we did it on the “three days for each state” New 

England blitz. South Dakota comes the closest to the 

minimum with 101. Both the Dakotas were done on one wet 

spring trip when all the prairie pot holes were full of water, 

and the national wildlife refuges providing very good birding. 

The District of Columbia was also tough because it is small, 

ultra-urban, and filled with cars on every road, but a peak 

spring time trip did the trick to reach 104. Texas finished on 

top at 453 species, with Arkansas a distant second at 307. My 

list for the United States is 765, and my total tics (one bird in a 

state is a tic, the same bird in another state is another tic) for 

the country is 8,424. 

    In the end, they're all just numbers, which is fine. I'm happy 

with them. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ASCA Members Help with Trail Clean-up 
 

    Members of the Audubon Society of Central Arkansas helped with trail clean-up and maintenance at the Little Rock Audubon 

Center during the April 26 field trip. Participants first birded Gillam Park, then stopped by the Center to pick up trash and spread 

mulch before heading to the Terry D. Lock and Dam area for another round of birding. 
 

     
    Michael Linz, Keith Hawkins, Justin Brand,                 Jim Dixon and Donna Haynes                           Finished and ready for more birding! 

                          and Devon Moon 
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U.S. Postal Service Issues Songbirds Stamps 

 

    The U.S. Postal Service celebrates ten melodic voices with 

the Songbirds stamps: the Western Meadowlark, the Mountain 

Bluebird, the Western Tanager, the Painted Bunting, the 

Baltimore Oriole, the Evening Grosbeak, the Scarlet Tanager, 

the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, the American Goldfinch, and the 

White-throated Sparrow. 

    Each colorful bird is shown perching on a fence post or 

branch embellished with vines, pinecones, leaves, or flowers. 

    Why do songbirds make such a glorious racket every 

morning? In a word, love. Males sing to attract females, and to 

warn rivals to keep out of their territory. Songbirds are 

identified by their highly developed vocal organs, although 

some, like the American Crow, have harsh voices, while others 

sing rarely, or not at all. All songbirds are classified as perching 

birds. With three toes that point forward and one that points 

backward, they can grip branches, grasses, or telephone wires 

with ease. 

    Songbirds will be issued as Forever® stamps in booklets of 20. Forever stamps are always equal in value to the current First-Class 

Mail® one-ounce rate. Illustrator Robert Giusti painted the portraits, based on photographs. Art director Derry Noyes designed the 

stamps. The stamps were released on April 5, 2014. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Peterson Field Guide Celebrates its 80th Anniversary 
 

Chris Hepburn 

Newton, Massachusetts 
 

    On April 27, 1934. A Field Guide to the Birds by Roger 

Tory Peterson was published.  

    The son of Swedish and German immigrants, Peterson grew 

up in Jamestown, a struggling industrial town near the western 

border of New York state. He was a smart boy, and he skipped 

two grades. He didn't fit in well with his older classmates, who 

made fun of him for his obsession with wildlife — they called 

him "Professor Nuts Peterson." His seventh-grade teacher 

encouraged him to join the Junior Audubon Club, and this 

began a lifelong passion for birds. On a field trip, he wandered 

into the woods with a friend, and they saw a flicker that they 

thought was dead. He wrote: "When I reached out to touch its 

back it exploded with life — a stunning sight, flying away 

with its golden underwings and the red crescent on its nape —

I can see it now — the way it was transformed from what we 

thought was death into intense life. I was tremendously 

excited with the feeling  which I have carried ever since, of the 

intensity of a bird's life, and its apparent freedom, with this 

wonderful ability to fly." 

    Peterson's mother had always encouraged his fascination 

with nature — she made him nets to catch butterflies and 

convinced the local druggist to give the boy cyanide for 

preserving insects. But his father was skeptical of his son's 

passion, and hoped that he would go to work in a local mill 

after he graduated from high school, which is exactly what 

happened. Peterson graduated at the age of 16 and went to 

work at the Union National Furniture Company, where he was 

paid $8 a week. His job was to paint Chinese scenes on 

lacquered wooden cabinets. His manager was impressed by 

Peterson's artistic skills and told the boy that he should go to 

art school, not waste his talent at a furniture company. 

    That same year, Peterson was reading an ornithology 

magazine at the library, and he saw a notice for the next 

meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union at a natural 

history museum in New York City. Part of the meeting would 

include a show of bird art, and Peterson submitted two 

paintings. They were both accepted, and so at the age of 17 his 

work was shown alongside the best bird illustrators in the 

country.  

    After two years of working at the mill, Peterson took off for 

New York City for art school and then got a job teaching 

science at a private school for boys, in Boston. There, he 

joined the country's oldest ornithological group, called the 

Nuttall Club. He also began working on a bird guide with a 

new system for identification — grouping species with similar 

characteristics and using arrows to point out the differences 

between them. He submitted it to New York City publishers 

but was repeatedly turned down. He discovered that a fellow 

member of the Nuttall Club named Francis Allen was an 

editor at Houghton Mifflin, so he took the manuscript to him. 

Allen was impressed. To make sure that Peterson's 

illustrations were accurate, Allen took the manuscript to a 

Harvard ornithology professor and asked him to identify the 

species from across the room. The professor had no trouble 

doing so, and  Houghton Mifflin agreed to publish A Field 

Guide to the Birds.  

    Since printing full-color plates was expensive, Houghton 

Mifflin printed just 2,000 copies, which cost $2.75 each. To 

make sure they wouldn't lose too much money if the book was 

a flop, Peterson's contract stated that he would not receive any 

royalties on the first thousand books, and 10 cents per copy on 

the second thousand. A Field Guide to the Birds sold out its 

first printing in one week. By Peterson's death in 1996, more 

than 7 million copies had been sold. 

    This article was originally posted on Massbird-L, the 

Massachusetts birding listserv, by Chris Hepburn. It was then 

reposted on the Virginia listserv, Va-bird-L, by Dave Gibson, 

Chesapeake, VA.
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Upcoming Programs 
 

    ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 

Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the corner 

of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs are free and 

open to the public.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

June 12, 2014 – Effects of Noise from Natural Gas Extraction on 

                           Forest Birds in the Fayetteville Shale 
 

Speakers: Meghan McFadden and Maureen McClung, Hendrix College 
 

     Compressor stations used in the process of hydraulic fracturing generate chronic 

noise that can impede the ability of birds to communicate. Our study assessed how 

community composition and song structure were affected in forest birds during the 

2013 breeding season. We found that bird communities and certain elements of bird 

songs were different near noisy compressors compared to less noisy well pads. Our 

findings suggest that chronic noise from gas development has the potential to change 

communities and communication in the short term. 

     Meghan McFadden of Cabot is a rising junior in the Biochemistry, Cellular, and 

Molecular Biology program at Hendrix College. Dr. Maureen McClung, originally 

from Eureka Springs, is her advisor and an Assistant Professor of Biology at Hendrix. 

Both are past recipients of grants from the Arkansas Audubon Society Trust. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

July 10, 2014 – Landscape Planning and Management for 

                          Waterfowl Habitat 
 

Speaker: Luke Naylor, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
 

     Arkansas is arguably the most important inland wintering area for waterfowl, 

especially Mallards. As a result, hunters come from around the country to experience 

our bottomland hardwood forests and flooded fields. The Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission is charged with managing waterfowl populations through habitat 

management and hunting regulations. Learn about how these important decisions are 

made. 

     Luke Naylor received a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology from Kansas State 

University. While attending K-State, he worked as a seasonal aid for Kansas 

Department of Wildlife and Parks. He earned a M.S. in Conservation Ecology at the 

University of California–Davis in 2002 studying management of wintering waterfowl 

habitats. He has been the Waterfowl Program Coordinator for the Arkansas Game and 

Fish Commission since 2006. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

August 14, 2014 – The Many Benefits of Volunteering … 

                               Where Could You Fit In?  
 

Speaker: Norm Berner, Little Rock Parks & Recreation Department  
 

     There are countless outdoor and environmental issues all across the City of Little 

Rock that urgently need to be addressed. Even with the passage of the Sales Tax 

Initiative in the fall of 2011, there simply aren't enough funds to even put a dent in 

most of these needs. Find out what some of these needs are and how a small group of 

volunteers have been making a difference, while learning how your own volunteer 

efforts could be put to great use. 
     Norm Berner grew up in a small northern Ohio community. He volunteered for the 

U.S. Air Force during the Viet Nam War and worked in the European Theater for 

three years with other NATO members. Afterwards he graduated from Bowling Green 

State University. Then worked in electrical engineering in the private sector before 

moving to Little Rock in 1997. He now works for the City of Little Rock as the first 

Volunteer Park Ranger Program Coordinator. Volunteering has become Norm’s 

primary focus and passion. He currently volunteers for AGFC Stream Team, Friends 

of Fourche Creek, Keep Little Rock Beautiful, and other organizations. 

 

Norm Berner grew up in a small northern Ohio community. He 

volunteered for the US Air Force during the Viet Nam War and worked 

 

New Executive Director for 

Arkansas Audubon 
 

    Brett Kincaid joined Audubon Arkansas 

as the Vice President and Executive 

Director on April 1, 2014.   

    Brett is an Arkansan who previously 

served as the Outreach Director for the 

Arkansas Advocates for Children and 

Families where he led legislative and 

communications agendas for the nonprofit, 

focusing on tax and budget policies for 

working families. He also engaged in 

program fundraising and staff and volunteer 

management. 
 

 
Brett Kincaid 

 

    As a strategic planner, grassroots 

outreach and communications consultant, 

Brett advised candidate, legislative and 

corporate campaigns and applied his 

business knowledge to managing his own 

company. He was the State Director and 

Press Advance Lead for Hillary Clinton for 

President. Throughout his career, he has 

worked on a number of campaigns at the 

local, state and national levels.  

________________________________ 
 

Graduate Student seeking help  

with Research 
 

    Alex Worm is a graduate student at 

Arkansas State University. He is looking 

for locations of Scissor-tailed Flycatchers 

(STFL) and Western Kingbirds (WEKI). 

The two species have been documented to 

hybridize, and hybrid nest have been found 

around the Memphis, Tennessee area.  

    Alex will be looking at hybridization and 

range expansion in both species around 

northeast Arkansas, southeast Missouri, and 

eastern Tennessee.  

    He needs help in mapping the range 

expansion of the two species.  

    Please send detailed locations and dates 

of any STFLs or WEKIs or hybrids you 

find to' alexander.worm@smail.astate.edu. 

    This will greatly help in his research, and 

keep a look out for potential hybrids! 
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    ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 

carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 

birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to see a 

life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen 

Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring 

plenty of water with you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

June 14, 2014 

AGFC Delta Rivers Nature Center and Lake Saracen 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Dixon Road commuter lot, Exit 3 off I-530 South. We’ll arrive at 

the Delta Rivers Nature Center around 8:15 a.m. for anyone who wants to meet us there. The 

Nature Center opens at 8:30 a.m. We will walk the nature trail, which winds through diverse 

habitats, including a cypress/tupelo swamp and bottomland hardwood forest. At Lake 

Saracen, we’ll scan the reed beds and open water. Song-birds, water-birds, raptors, and 

herons will be our target species. Bring water, snacks, and lunch. Moderate walking on level 

ground. If time permits, we’ll walk the short trail at Byrd Lake Natural Area. 

     Directions to the Delta Rivers Nature Center—From Little Rock, take I-530 south 35 

miles to Pine Bluff until I-530 becomes Hwy. 65B (Exit 35).  Go 6 miles. Turn left at the 

light just past Lake Saracen (formerly Lake Pine Bluff) onto Regional Park Drive. Continue 

on Regional Park Drive 1.2 miles. Turn right onto Black Dog Road. Follow the signs to the 

Nature Center. GPS coordinates: 34.239870, -91.991100.  

    Directions to Byrd Lake—From I-530 in Pine Bluff, take Exit 43. Travel north on Olive 

Street approximately 0.5 mile to Main Street and turn right. Travel 0.2 mile to 52nd Street 

and turn right. Travel east on 52nd Street 0.2 mile to the parking lot on the right. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

July 12, 2014 

Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D'Arc WMA 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the south end of the commuter parking lot at I-630/I-430 intersection 

at Shackleford Road in Little Rock. We will stop at the McDonalds in Hope (Exit 30 off I-

30) around 9:00 a.m. for those in south Arkansas who would like to join us. Or, meet us at 

Bois D’Arc WMA at 9:30 a.m. Our target birds will be Purple and Common Gallinules and 

their young, Least Bittern, Anhingas, Black-bellied Whistling Duck, herons, egrets, and 

possibly an alligator or two! Very little walking will be involved. Bring scopes, plenty of 

water, snacks, and lunch. There are several restaurants in Hope if you prefer.  

     Bois D‘Arc WMA is located 10 miles south of Hope. Take Exit 30 off I-30 and turn east. 

Go past McDonald’s, then under the railroad overpass. At the light at the big intersection, 

turn right onto Hwy. 67. Go 1/3 of a mile. At the brown sign, turn left onto Hwy. 174. Take 

Hwy. 174 south 6 miles to the stop sign at Spring Hill. Turn right onto Hwy. 355. Go west 

for 4 miles. Turn right at the white wooden WMA sign just before the highway ends in the 

lake. Follow the paved road and take the first gravel road to the left down to the lake.  

     GPS coordinates:  33.558062, -93.694239 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

August 23, 2014 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. in North Little Rock at the Other Center parking lot on the east side of 

the lot behind McDonald’s. The Other Center is across from McCain Mall, off McCain Blvd.  

Take Exit 1 west off US-67/167.  

    We’ll arrive at Bald Knob NWR around 8:30 a.m. for those who want to meet us there. 

We expect to see shorebirds, herons, night-herons, egrets, and possibly Wood Storks and 

Roseate Spoonbills. It will be very hot so bring plenty of water, snacks, sunscreen, and a hat. 

If you have a scope, bring it. Very little walking will be involved. There is no bathroom on-

site. There is a McDonald’s just off Hwy. 67/167 at Bald Knob Exit 55. Go to 

www.fws.gov/baldknob/ for driving directions and more information about the refuge.  

    GPS coordinates:  35.260233, -91.571903 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ASCA Field Trip 

 Schedule  

May 10, 2014 

International Migratory Bird Day 
Lake Maumelle 

 
Karen Holliday 

    Twenty-two birders, both novice 

and veterans, spent International 

Migratory Bird Day exploring the 

edges of Lake Maumelle. At the 

Jolly Roger's Marina, we dodged a 

frenzy of fishermen launching their 

boats. An adult Bald Eagle did a 

leisurely fly-by and an Orchard 

Oriole perched in the top of a nearby 

tree, showing off his fresh plumage. 

Purple Martins and Barn Swallows 

swooped and circled overhead. 

    Next, we walked the Bufflehead 

Bay trail. Central Arkansas Water 

(CAW) has done a wonderful job 

improving this trail, with help from 

ASCA members. It is now paved out 

to the point, with numerous 

informational kiosks scattered along 

the route. Blooming white daisies 

lined the whole length, giving our 

walk a splash of color. Several in the 

group had not been on the trail 

before and were excited to know 

about its existence. Best birds were 

Yellow and Nashville Warblers, 

American Redstart, Cedar Waxwing, 

Common Yellowthroat, Baltimore 

and Orchard Orioles, Yellow-headed 

Vireo, and Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 

On the way back to our cars, we 

spotted a Red-headed Woodpecker, 

and two very squeaky Brown-headed 

Nuthatches. 

    On to Sleepy Hollow where the 

Maumelle River flows past the boat 

launch and empties into Lake 

Maumelle. A Green Heron crouched 

low on a cypress branch. Also seen 

at close range were Indigo Bunting, 

Black-and-white Warbler, Northern 

Parula, and Pine Warbler.   

    Our final stop of the day was the 

intersection of Higginbotham Rd. 

and Hwy. 10, a reliable spot for 

Prairie Warblers. Two males were 

vocalizing and one perched close 

enough for everyone to admire his 

gorgeous markings. We watched as 

he threw back his head and sang. 

    We had hoped to bird the CAW 

Grass Farm, but heavy rains the day 

before made dirt roads too muddy to 

safely traverse through the farm. 

    We ended mid-afternoon with 58 

species. 

 

 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.fws.gov/baldknob/
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March 29, 2014 

Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 
 

     Forty-three birders spent the morning at the Bald Knob 

National Wildlife Refuge and found a total of 48 species of 

birds. The day started out chilly, cloudy, and windy then 

warmed-up quickly once the sun came out. Our targets 

were lingering water birds and early arriving shorebirds. 

     A mix of several hundred Northern Shovelers, American 

Coots, Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal, plus a 

smattering of Mallards and Gadwalls comprised the 

lingering waterfowl group. Of the many shorebirds we 

spotted, American Golden-Plovers were quite numerous. 

We also had lots of Wilson’s Snipe, Pectoral Sandpipers, 

Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, a small group of Long-

billed Dowitchers, a few Least Sandpipers, and of course 

the ubiquitous Killdeer. 

     Raptors included one adult and one juvenile Bald Eagle, 

Osprey, Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks, and several 

Northern Harriers. The best bird of the day was a very co-

operative Peregrine Falcon. It was first spotted perched in a 

small bush, then it flew to the ground, where it stayed long 

enough for people to get good looks at it in their scopes. 

Next, it took off and dive-bombed and harassed the 

Northern Harriers for several minutes, then made numerous 

passes over the fields, scattering shorebirds and ducks with 

every swoop. A life bird for many in the group. 

     The area around the grain bins was awash in Brown-

headed Cowbirds, Red-winged Blackbirds, Common 

Grackles, a couple of Eastern Meadowlarks, and House 

Sparrows. At the night-heron swamp, FOS Purple Martins 

and Tree Swallows made their appearance, plus a Belted 

Kingfisher, but no night-herons.  We spent the last of the 

morning sorting through the sparrows and tallied Field, 

Vesper, Savannah, Song, White-throated, and Swamp. Two 

American Pipits and a few American Goldfinches were 

seen and heard. A good time was had by all!   

                                                                    --Karen Holliday 
________________________________________________ 
 

 
Looking for migrants at Gillam Park 

April 26, 2014 

Gillam Park and Little Rock Audubon Center 
 

     What a day we had! Perfect weather and fabulous birds. 

The spring warblers are here!  Forty-four birders started the 

morning at Gillam Park, southwest of the airport. We were 

joined by several Master Naturalists who were participating 

in their annual BioBlitz.  

    We had warblers out the wazoo! We had mixed feeding 

flock after feeding flock, which put us into overdrive 

calling them out and helping everyone locate them. The 

brand-new birders in our group were completely 

overwhelmed by the plethora of birds. They finally slowed 

down around 10:30 a.m. A singing Wood Thrush gave us 

great looks as we left the park.  

     Next we went to the Little Rock Audubon Center to 

provide some much appreciated manual labor for trail 

maintenance and trash clean-up (see page 3). Our birders 

worked at top speed because they were promised Western 

Kingbirds and Painted Buntings as their reward.  

     With our good deed finished, we headed to the 

Industrial Park area of Fourche Dam Pike Road. At the 

"metal mountain" area we found two Western Kingbirds, 

several Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, and a pair of Blue 

Grosbeaks. The kingbirds were life or year birds for all. 

     The last stop of the day was at the David D. Terry Lock 

and Dam area to find the resident Painted Buntings. We 

checked the traditional locations, but no buntings. We 

assumed because it was almost 2 p.m. and quite warm, the 

birds were smart and taking a siesta. Donna Haynes left the 

group a few minutes ahead of the rest. She only made it 

about 500 yards, when she called to say she was hearing a 

Painted Bunting. We joined Donna to watch a very 

cooperative male Painted Bunting patrolling his territory. 

Life bird for several and eye candy for the rest of us!  

    Driving out behind the rest of the group, Lenore Gifford 

and I found Blue-winged Teal, Lesser Yellowlegs, and 

Pectoral and Least Sandpipers.  

    We ended the day with at least 60 species and a lot of 

very happy and tired birders; all of whom had missed lunch 

because no one wanted to stop birding!   

    Highlights included: Ruby-throated Hummingbird; Least 

and Great Crested Flycatchers; Blue-headed, Warbling, 

White-eyed, and Red-eyed Vireos; Golden-winged, Black-

and-white, Kentucky, Tennessee, Magnolia, Blackburnian, 

Chestnut-sided, Yellow-rumped, Prairie, Black-throated 

Green, and Yellow-throated Warblers, plus Northern 

Parula; Orchard and Baltimore Orioles; and Rose-breasted 

Grosbeaks.  

                                                                   --Karen Holliday 

 

 

   Field Trip Reports 
     Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator  
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 

Sherwood, AR 72124 
 
Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 

Return service requested. 

 

 

   
 

       White-faced Ibis at Beaverfork Lake 

             in Conway, Faulkner County 

                  photo by Michael Linz 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.asca.org or mail a check to the address below. 
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The Snipe is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, you can visit their 

website at: 
 

www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratory_

rehablist.pdf  

_____________________________________ 
 

The Snipe is sponsored in part by Little 

Rock’s Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 North 

Taylor St., Little Rock.  

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only Member, 

notify Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. Box 6213, 

Sherwood, AR 72124.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company and 

NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 

 
 

http://www.asca.org/
http://www.reportband.gov/
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratory_rehablist.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratory_rehablist.pdf

