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BirdLR - Birdathon 
 

Dan Scheiman 
Bird Conservation Director, Audubon Arkansas 
 

     Registration is now open for Audubon Arkansas’s 
BirdLR Birdathon. Birdathons all over the country 
engage thousands of birders in raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for bird conservation. BirdLR’s 
Birdathon is a competitive search for 
birds plus a fun way to raise money for 
Audubon Arkansas's bird conservation 
and environmental education work. 
Teams of 2-5 will set species and 
fundraising goals, then collect 
donations or pledges per species seen. 
Teams will compete for prizes for the 
most species seen and money raised. 
The Birdathon boundary is Pulaski 
County on May 11, 2019, from 12 AM 
to 6 PM. You don’t have to live in the 
county to form, join, or sponsor a team. 
All teams will convene at a Bird Bash 
tally rally (location to be announced 
later) at 6:00 for food, fellowship, and awards. You even 
get a BirdLR t-shirt! 
     Last year’s inaugural Birdathon was a success thanks 
to 43 birders who formed seven teams. All together 
teams tallied 137 species and raised $7,483 for 
Audubon Arkansas's environmental education and bird 
conservation programs. 
     Registration forms are posted on our website 
http://ar.audubon.org/conservation/birdathon. The 

deadline is March 15. The sooner you register your 
team the sooner Audubon Arkansas will create your 
team’s profile page to make fundraising easier, e.g. 
friends and family anywhere in the world can donate 

online.  
     If you aren’t up for a fast-paced race 
to find birds but still want your birding 
to count for the cause, ASCA will be 
sponsoring its own monthly bird walk 
that day with a pledge per species seen 
by participants under Karen Holliday’s 
leadership.  
     While birders are doing their thing, 
non-birders will also be able to join in 
the fun through a Bird Search Scavenger 
Hunt. Teams will compete to find birdy 
things around downtown Little Rock 
and North Little Rock using a list of 
clues created by Audubon Arkansas. The 

$25/person registration fee also supports our work. 
Bird Search team registration is due May 9. 
     Want to support BirdLR but aren't able to join a 
Birdathon or Bird Search team? Then Bird Your Way by 
helping a Birdathon team reach their fundraising goal, 
donating directly to Audubon Arkansas, or sharing your 
sightings with us through Facebook using #BirdLR.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Spring Meeting atop Petit Jean Mountain 
 

Samantha Scheiman 
Vice President, Arkansas Audubon Society 
 

     Mark your calendars for the Arkansas Audubon 
Society's spring conference to be held May 3-5, 2019, at 
the Winthrop Rockefeller Institute (WRI) atop Petit Jean 
Mountain.  
     On Friday evening, May 3, Dr. Ragupathy Kannan will 
give a presentation titled, "Fun, friendship, and fine 
science – my 30 years with Doug James." Dr. Kannan’s 
presentation will celebrate the life of Dr. Doug James, 
one of the Society's founders, who passed away in 

December. Saturday, May 4, the guest speaker will be 
Benjamin Vogt, native plant garden designer and author 
of the book, A New Garden Ethic. As always field trips 
are scheduled for all three days. 
     Rooms are reserved at the WRI, be sure to tell them 
you are with AAS, or you can camp at nearby Petit Jean 
State Park. Registration forms will be posted to the AAS 
website, www.arbirds.org when complete. 
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     The Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 15-18, is an event to get people 
engaged with birds. By all accounts it has 
been a rousing global success. A look at the 
world map shows all seven continents have 
at least one observation. It's amazing to sit 
and watch recordings come in from North 
America, Africa, India, Central and South 
America. As I write this on Sunday night, 
over 100,000 checklists have been 
submitted so far this weekend with 5,639 
species and 16,755,000 individual birds 
recorded. 
     This amazing annual effort is 
accomplished by people like you and me, 
people who share our curiosity and 
enthusiasm for the world around us, people 
who put up with variable weather 
conditions to go find birds and record their 
presence. More than a few now take 
pictures to document their sightings.  Best 
of all, because we are members of this giant 
virtual bird club, we get to review what 
others are seeing all around us.   
     While it is fun for us to see what other 
birders are doing, the information is 

available to researchers in different fields 
to track bird populations and compare how 
populations wax and wane over decades. 
Combined with the long term data from 
Christmas Bird Counts and Breeding Bird 
Surveys, researchers are able to make more 
accurate predictions about future changes 
and threats to bird populations in response 
to climate instability.  
     It all starts with a person looking 
through a window or stepping outdoors 
and then making a list. Each checklist 
represents at least one human observing 
and interacting with an environment that 
isn't driven by survival, need, or work. Each 
list represents an opportunity to interact 
with other people, hear their stories, and 
share the wonder of the natural world for 
the pure pleasure of being alive in the 
moment. Each list tells the story of a day in 
the life of ordinary people and ordinary 
birds in ordinary places, all of which are 
exotic to someone with binoculars from 
somewhere else. This collection of shared 
experience is the power of the Great 
Backyard Bird Count. 

 
Cindy Franklin, ASCA President 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Sympathy 
 

    We would like to express our sincere 
condolences to Barry Haas and Susan 
Hardin, on the passing of Barry’s mom 
Margaret Haas, age 93, on November 11, 
2018, in Little Rock. Originally from 
Florida, Barry moved his mom to Arkansas 
in 2017 shortly after Hurricane Irma tore 
through the middle of the state causing 
wide spread flooding. 
     Also to Karen and Ray Holliday, on the 
passing of Karen’s dad Dr. John Paul Jones, 
age 94, on December 16, 2018, in Little 
Rock. John, originally from Ohio, settled in 
Fayetteville, AR where he served as a 
professor of plant pathology at the 
University of Arkansas. He was married 64 
years to Joyce Jones until her death in 
March 2014. 

     The birding community mourns the loss 
of Dr. Doug A. James, age 93, on December 
17, 2018, in Fayetteville. Doug served as a 
professor of biological sciences at the 
University of Arkansas from 1953 until 
2016. He was married to Elizabeth Adam. 
____________________________________ 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

     Karen Hicks      
     Candace and Larry Casey 
_____________________________________ 

 

Don't Forget to Renew 
Your ASCA Membership 

  
     ASCA membership renewals were due 
January 1, and can be paid on-line via 
PayPal through the Membership page of 
www.ascabird.org. 

 

 

President’s Column 
 

 
ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 

 

Board Members 
 

Robert Bays 
baysrr@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Shepherd 
501-375-3918 
stoneax63@hotmail.com 
 

John Webb 
501-707-7742 
emmgee@att.net 

 
Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Doris Boyles 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
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Pinnacle Mountain Rock Wren Rekindles Old Memories  
 
Doris Boyles 
 

     Many Arkansas birders take advantage of Kingfisher 
Trail at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, located just west 
of Little Rock, hoping for a chance to see a favorite bird 
or maybe a rare, seldom seen in Arkansas bird. We are 
never disappointed on our walks there. The beautiful 
old trees and a stream nearby are perfect habitat for so 
many different species of birds. 
     I was 14 years old the first time I visited Pinnacle 
Mountain.  It was much different then, no marked trails 
along the way but this didn’t seem to matter as I 
climbed to the top and looked at the breath taking 
beauty far off in the distance. This was long before I 
became a serious birder and I seldom ever thought 
about that climb or ever intended to do it again. 
     However, late Sunday, January 27, 2008, when word 
spread quickly among local birders of the Audubon 
Society of Central Arkansas (ASCA), that a Rock Wren, a 
rare winter visitor, had been relocated near the top of 
the mountain, I knew I had to make the climb once 
again. The next day at 1:45 p.m. I started up the long 
trail alone hoping to see this tiny little bird. The climb 
was more difficult and tiring than I remembered from 
so long ago, but it never occurred to me to turn around 
and go back without seeing the little wren. It was a slow 
climb and several times I stepped aside to let others 
pass who were faster than I. One young man stopped to 
say hi, looked at me curiously, turned and looked back 
at the huge rocks behind him and said, “Did you come 
up this way?” I told him yes, wondering why he had 
asked, but I soon knew the answer when his next 
question was, “Does your family know where you are?”  
I told him yes, they knew I was at Pinnacle Mountain 
State Park, but not that I was climbing the mountain. At 
this point I suspected he thought I had escaped from 
somewhere. We both continued our climb and I soon 
lost sight of him. 
     The Rock Wren had been seen near marker #9, but 
when I reached that spot I could not locate the bird. I 
continued on to marker #10 and beyond searching with 
binoculars and getting very worried. I know how this 
tiny bird can hide among the rocks and yet be within 
inches of you. Finally I gave up and started back down 
the trail, stopping every few feet still looking and 
hoping.  I was so tired and disappointed, and very close 
to tears when suddenly the little Rock Wren popped out 
from between the rocks only a few feet in front of me, it 
stayed for several minutes. I was so thrilled the climb 
had not been in vain, and with new found energy I 
continued on down the trail. By the time I reached 
marker #4, my legs felt like rubber. The young man, 
who had passed me on the way up, was passing me 
again on his way down. He stopped briefly to ask “if I 

had ever climbed the mountain before?”  I told him yes, 
almost 60 years ago. He also wanted to know what 
made me do it.  I told him there was a little bird up there 
that I really wanted to see. I think my answer just 
convinced him even more I had a loose screw or two. 
     You see, my hair is now gray, I’ve had one knee 
replaced, and I walk with a cane.  I tried to convince him 
I would be okay, but the rest of the way down he never 
got very far out of my sight, nor did he leave the parking 
lot until I reached my car.  I hope he knows how much I 
appreciated his concern and kindness. It was 5 p.m. 
when I finished my climb and started home.   
     Several other members of ASCA also made the climb 
up the mountain for a chance to see the Rock Wren.  
Unfortunately, not all were successful. 
     I will be back again to walk Kingfisher Trail looking 
for warblers and other birds migrating through our 
state. Pinnacle Mountain State Park is a wonderful place 
for all ages to enjoy, especially the young at heart. I 
encourage everyone to get out and visit this park. A 
special thank you to everyone who helps maintain the 
natural beauty of our state parks. 
 

 
    Rock Wren discovered on top of Pinnacle Mountain at Pinnacle 
Mountain State Park | Photo: Michael Linz, January 29, 2019 

 
     Editor’s note: In April 2008, Doris was asked to write 
an article about her experience at Pinnacle Mountain 
State Park as part of the Arkansas State Parks 'Making 
Memories' campaign.   
     Eleven years later, January 2019, another Rock Wren 
was spotted on top of Pinnacle Mountain. Once again 
birders from around the state headed for the mountain 
and made the climb to see this rare visitor to Arkansas. 
Unlike the 2008 Rock Wren, the 2019 wren did not 
disappoint, with many birders reporting very close 
views. Doris had no interest in repeating the climb.  
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Great Backyard Bird Count Results 
 
Dottie Boyles 
 

     Launched in 1998 by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society, the Great Backyard Bird 
Count (GBBC) was the first online citizen-science 
project to collect data on wild birds and display results 
in near real-time. 
     Now, more than 160,000 people of all ages and walks 
of life worldwide join the four-day count each February 
to create an annual snapshot of the distribution and 
abundance of birds. Participants count for at least 15 
minutes on one or more days of the count and tally the 
numbers and species of birds seen.  Counts can be from 
any location, anywhere in the world. The 22nd annual 
GBBC was held February 15-18. Checklists could be 
entered through March 1. For those interested, a 
Participation Certificate can be downloaded by visiting 
the GBBC website Gbbc.birdcount.org. You can also 
check out the 2019 contest photos and winners. 
     As of February 24, worldwide 6,541 species had been 
reported, 194,997 checklists submitted, and 30,892,272 
individual birds counted. The United States ranked 7th 
with 673 species and 1st with the most checklists, 
118,857. The top two states with the most species were 
Texas (361) and California (352). Most checklists 
submitted went to California (8,653). 

      Arkansas ranked #32 with 132 species, and #31 with 
978 checklists. Pulaski County came in first for most 
species (93), and most checklists (243). Benton and 
Saline counties tied for 2nd, both reporting 85 species. 
     Out of Arkansas's 75 counties, 50 submitted 
checklists with at least one species. 
 

 
        ASCA field trip to Two Rivers Park on February 16, during  
        the Great Backyard Bird Count. | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Birders Seek Adventure from Eastern US to tip of South America  
 
 

     In early November, Karen Holliday headed to South 
America and spent two weeks birding the central and 
southern areas of Chile with a diverse group of birders 
from the U.S., Denmark, and New Zealand. The first 
week was spent birding the Santiago and Temuco areas 
of the Central Andes Mountain Range, the Nothofagus 
forest, and the Valparaiso marshes and coastline, 
including a pelagic trip. The second week was spent at 
the very southern tip of the country in the Patagonian 
Steppes and Tierra del Fuego. Trip highlights were 
Torrent Ducks; Diademed Sandpiper-Plover; three 
species of penguins King, Humboldt, and Magellanic; 
and the very rare Patagonian Tinamou. Chile’s 
landscapes were spectacular. The group saw close to 
230 species, with 145 species life birds for Karen. 
     Michael Linz and Patty McLean traveled to Georgia to 
finalize some issues with her house that's on the market 
and do some birding in the southeastern United States. 
     After heavy rains, they set out to look for some of the 
rarities reported in middle and south Georgia. This 
included Bullock's Oriole (which they missed), Limpkin, 
Say's Phoebe, Ash-throated Flycatcher and a Burrowing 
Owl (affectionately named Charlie by the landowner). A 
note of interest:  This marks the third winter Charlie has 
shown up on this environmentally protective 

landowner's farm, which prompted him to build a 
burrow system for his special visitor, a system that 
Charlie has taken too wholeheartedly. Information and 
photos of the owl were sent to David Johnson, an owl 
expert, who believes Charlie is a female based on the 
late date "she" tends to stay at this location (until late 
April or early May). Of course the landowner hopes 
Charlie will attract a mate to this burrow. Visitors who 
are willing to respect the landowner's protocols are 
welcome to stop by and see the owl.  
     Some of Michael and Patty's other sightings included 
Grasshopper Sparrow, dozens of Palm Warblers, 
Common Ground-Dove, American Black Duck, 
Vermillion Flycatcher, Red-breasted Nuthatch (yes, they 
are everywhere this winter), Sandhill Crane and Barn 
Owl (two roosting in a silo). For Michael and Patty, 
there's nothing quite like birding agricultural fields and 
open pasture lands in the winter.  
     In December Michael and Patty traveled to Ecuador 
with Dr. Ragupathy Kannan and several other Arkansas 
birders. They arrived and departed from Guayaquil, and 
spent six days visiting Churute Mangroves, Yunguilla, 
Jorupe, and Buenaventura Reserves. Birds seen 
included El Oro Parakeet, Pale-headed Brushfinch, and 
Long-wattled Umbellabird. 
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     ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John 
Gould Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan 
Street, on the corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University 
Ave. The programs are free and open to the public. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

March 14, 2019 – Birds of the Southern Hemisphere: 
Antarctica and Easter Island – Joe Tucker, Photographer 

  
      From November 15 to December 7, 2018, Joe and his wife took a 
nine-day trip to Antarctica, followed by three days in Santiago, Chile, 
and three days on Easter Island (Rapa Nui). It was a trip he had been 
planning for three years to fulfill a lifetime ambition. They saw amazing 
wildlife - Leopard, Crab-eater, and Weddell Seals; Orcas; and Minke, 
Fin, and Humpback Whales. Joe added 30 birds to his life list. Come and 
share in his experience through his many wonderful photos. 
      Joe Tucker grew up in Tennessee where his family helped him 
develop a love of photography and travel at an early age. He moved to 
Arkansas in 1995. Joe earned college degrees in Chemistry and 
Education while honing his photographic skills in the hills, caves and 
mountains of Tennessee. After retiring from a 35-year career in 
commercial casualty risk, claim and litigation management he is now 
exploring more of the planet. Joe is a certified Arkansas Master 
Naturalist, and volunteers with Raptor Rehab of Central Arkansas, 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, Hospice and the Red Cross.  
____________________________________________________________ 

 

April 11, 2019 – Arkansas Monarch and Pollinator 
Conservation Plan – Leslie Fowler, Arkansas Monarch and 

Pollinator Coordinator, Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever  
 

     The Arkansas Monarch Conservation Partnership (AMCP) is a group 
of citizens, conservation and agricultural organizations, government 
agencies, utilities, and agribusinesses committed to the conservation of 
monarch and pollinator habitat in Arkansas. The AMCP finalized the 
Arkansas Monarch and Pollinator Conservation Plan in May of 2018. A 
goal of this plan is to deliver acres of habitat critical to the survival and 
population growth of monarch butterflies, pollinators, and upland 
wildlife. Leslie will discuss the Arkansas Monarch and Pollinator 
Conservation Plan, partnership success stories, and future efforts. 
      As the Arkansas Monarch and Pollinator Coordinator with Quail 
Forever, Leslie Fowler assists the AMCP with meeting the strategic 
goals of the Arkansas Monarch and Pollinator Conservation Plan. An 
Idaho native, Leslie graduated from the University of Idaho with a B.S. 
in Fire Ecology and Management, and a degree in Ecology and 
Conservation Biology. Before joining Quail Forever, she was with the 
Bureau of Land Management, first as a wildland firefighter and later as 
a fuels crew lead.  In her free time she enjoys exploring The Natural 
State and learning more about native species.  
____________________________________________________________      

 

May 9, 2019 – No Meeting 
  

     Please note: ASCA does not hold a meeting in May. Go birding and 
enjoy migration! Participate in the BirdLR Birdathon (see page 1). 
 

Upcoming Programs Christmas Bird Count Results 
 
Dan Scheiman, Compiler 
 

     For the Little Rock CBC held on December 15, 
25 field birders and 6 feederwatchers tallied 
28,494 birds of 97 species over a collective 67 
hours and 207 miles on a decent if slow winter 
day. The species tally does not include the count 
week Nashville Warbler that hung around 
Natural Heritage Commission’s office for a few 
days before the CBC. Collectively we tallied new 
high counts for Red-breasted Merganser, 
Mourning Dove (for second year in a row), and 
Rusty Blackbird. Unusual birds were Cackling 
Goose (3rd record), Red-breasted Merganser 
(2nd), Merlin (3rd), Blue-headed Vireo (5th), 
and the very first record of Sandhill Crane – 4 
birds soared overhead. No surprise we tallied a 
respectable 16 Red-breasted Nuthatches given 
this is a strong invasion season, though that’s 
still far from the high count of 34 set back in 
1977, with a few other higher tallies in between. 
     For the Lonoke CBC held December 16, 20 
volunteers tallied 203,305 birds of a respectable 
102 species over a collective 45 hours and 267 
miles. The mild weather and flooded areas 
probably contributed to slow birding. We didn’t 
tally any high counts. Osprey (4th record) and 
Forster’s Tern (2nd) were unusual for the count 
but not that rare in the state in winter. It is 
notable that we had 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches 
(12th) but no White-breasted Nuthatches.  
     Thanks to all volunteers for your help in this 
season's counts! Join us again next season. 
___________________________________________ 
 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
 

 
 

    It seems Red-breasted Nuthatches are 
everywhere this winter. Their diet depends on the 
season. In summer they eat mostly insects, while in 
winter they prefer conifer seeds. When seeds are in 
short supply, the birds head further south in search 
of food, often taking advantage of backyard feeders 
dining on suet and peanuts. |Photo: Bob Harden 
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     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and carpooling is available for trips 
outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced 
birders, or perhaps a chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact Karen 
Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

March 30, 2019 
Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 

 
     Meet at 7:30 a.m. in North Little Rock on the east side 
of the Other Center parking lot near McDonald’s.  The 
Other Center is located across from McCain Mall, on 
McCain Blvd.  Take Exit 1 West, off Hwy. 67/167.   
     We’ll arrive at the Bald Knob NWR around 8:45 a.m. 
for those who want to meet us there. Look for the line of 
cars parked along Coal Chute Road.   
     Target birds will be lingering ducks and early-
arriving shorebirds, herons, egrets, and night-herons. 
Very little walking will be involved. If you own a scope, 
bring it.  Bring plenty of water, snacks or lunch.  
     Bald Knob NWR was established in 1993 to protect 
and provide feeding and resting areas for migrating 
waterfowl and geese.  
     Please note, there are no bathrooms on-site. There is 
a McDonald’s just off Hwy. 67/167 at the Bald Knob Exit 
55. For driving directions and more information about 
the refuge visit www.fws.gov/baldknob/. 
     GPS Coordinates:  35.260233, -91.571903 
________________________________________________ 

 

April 27, 2019 
Pinnacle Mountain State Park 

 
     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the parking lot of the Arkansas 
Arboretum trail. The trail is a ¾ mile loop, so late 
arrivals can easily catch up to the group. Spring 
migrants will be our goal. Afterwards we’ll have our 
choice of the main trail to the scenic overlook at the 
Visitor Center or the Kingfisher Trail. The Arkansas 
Arboretum trail and Kingfisher Trail are paved with 
slight inclines. Bring water and light snacks. This is a 
half-day trip. 
     Located below Pinnacle Mountain along the Little 
Maumelle River, the 71-acre Arkansas Arboretum 
includes native flora representing the state’s six, major 
natural divisions. The arboretum includes a .6 barrier-
free, interpretive trail. The visitor center features views 
of the Arkansas River and exhibits. 
     Directions to Arkansas Arboretum trail: Take Hwy. 
10 or Chenal Parkway west to the Hwy. 300/Hwy. 10 
intersection. Turn north on Hwy. 300. Go approximately 
three miles, turn right onto Pinnacle Valley Road.  
Follow it until you see the Arkansas Arboretum sign and 
parking lot on your right. 
 

 

May 11, 2019 
Gillam Park, BirdLR Birdathon 

 
     Join our field trip to celebrate World Migratory Bird 
Day and experience the excitement of spring migration. 
At least four thousand different species of birds are 
moving from their wintering sites to their summer 
nesting grounds, which adds up to about 40% of the 
entire avian population.  It will be a great day to be 
outside enjoying nature!  This bird walk doubles as one 
of the BirdLR Birdathon teams, a fun, friendly 
competition that raises money for bird conservation in 
Arkansas, sponsored by Audubon Arkansas.  
     The team’s fundraising goal is to collect donations or 
pledges based on per species seen.  To donate to the 
Audubon Society of Central Arkansas’s team visit 
http://ar.audubon.org/conservation/birdathon.  
     Meet at 7:00 a.m. in Gillam Park at the second 
parking lot. Gillam has great habitat for spring warblers. 
There will be moderate walking on fairly level, but 
possibly muddy trails. When finished at Gillam, we’ll 
drive to the Little Rock Audubon Center (LRAC) and 
walk the wildlife observation trail. Last, we’ll head to 
Industrial Harbor Road and Terry Lock & Dam to look 
for Western Kingbirds and Painted Buntings. Bring 
water and snacks, the trip can last into the early 
afternoon. Wear sturdy walking shoes or hiking boots.   
     Directions: Gillam Park is in southeast Little Rock 
near the airport. Address is 5300 Gillam Park Road, 
Little Rock. Take I-30 West heading south from Little 
Rock. Then exit onto I-440 going towards the airport. 
Take Exit 1-Springer Road.  At the bottom of the exit 
ramp, turn left onto Springer Road. Go approximately 1 
mile to just past the LRAC. Turn right onto Gillam Park 
Road. Follow it into the park to the second parking lot. 
 

 
ASCA team members at Gillam Park | Photo: Karen Holliday 

 

       Field Trip Schedule 
 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.fws.gov/baldknob/
http://ar.audubon.org/conservation/birdathon
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Lake Dardanelle and Holla Bend NWR 
January 26, 2019 

 

     Thirty-one bird enthusiasts met at Delaware Park on 
Lake Dardanelle. The weather was mild for January, 
which made for a pleasant day of birding. We spent a 
couple of hours scanning the lake, which was teeming 
with a wide variety of waterbirds, Northern Pintail, 
scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Horned Grebe, 
American Coot, Double-crested Cormorant, and 
Bonaparte’s, Herring and Ring-billed Gulls dotted the 
lake. Highlights were the Lesser Black-backed Gull, two 
Common Loons, and lots of American White Pelicans. 
Other birds included Bald Eagle, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Brown Creeper, and Pine Warbler. 
     The group then caravanned to Holla Bend National 
Wildlife Refuge. Thanks goes to the volunteers with the 
Friends of Holla Bend who kept the bathrooms opened 
and maintained throughout the government shut-down. 
Both Bald Eagle nests had adults sitting on or near 
them. Large numbers of ducks took advantage of areas 
with water. Gadwalls were the most common, along 
with Mallards, Redheads, and Hooded Mergansers. The 
river channel was packed with over 300 Ring-billed 
Gulls, 100 Double-crested Cormorants, and 40 American 
White Pelicans. A large flock of Rusty Blackbirds 
worked the muddy area of one field.  Northern Harriers 
glided low over the fields flushing sparrows and 
blackbirds. Red-bellied, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers 
were hammering away in the trees, along with Northern 
Flickers and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers.  Carolina and 
Winter Wrens were seen and heard. 
     Some of the group decided to head to Atkins Bottoms 
in Pope County to try for the Prairie Falcon and swans 
reported in the area. No Prairie Falcon, but we saw 
several kestrels and a Merlin. The ponds held 61 
Trumpeter and 4 Tundra Swans, along with numerous 
ducks. Red-tailed Hawks were perched everywhere. 
Darkness started falling, so it was time to head home.  
We finished the day with a total of 68 species.  

 

 
 

Common Goldeneye | Photo: Bob Harden 

Two Rivers Park  
February 16, 2019 

 

     It was a frigid morning for the field trip which was 
held in conjunction with the 2019 Great Backyard Bird 
Count. We started at the east end of Two Rivers Park at 
the bridge. For the first part of the morning, the land 
birds wanted nothing to do with us. Pishing or playback, 
no birds moved or responded in the cold; pishing with 
frozen lips in 28 degree weather is tough! The group of 
fifteen birders persevered, slowly walking the trail.  
     A juvenile Bald Eagle glided overhead while an adult 
sat quietly in a tree watching us. Waterbirds were 
scattered around the river inlet, mostly in large groups 
of Gadwalls, scaup, and cormorants. The 100 plus Ring-
billed Gulls stayed close together on a sandbar, with 
another large group spiraling overhead. Nine American 
White Pelicans huddled together, while others circled 
overhead. We flushed two female Common Goldeneyes.  
     Circling back towards the bridge, we tried playback 
once again which finally stirred up a few birds. Carolina 
Chickadees, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, and 
two Red-breasted Nuthatches responded. Walking to 
the end of the park’s peninsula, we located Northern 
Cardinals, Yellow-rumpled Warblers, Dark-eyed Juncos, 
and Fox, Field and Savannah Sparrows, and all foraging 
under the trees. 
     The group drove to the west end of Two Rivers Park. 
The morning was finally warming up and birds began to 
stir. At the "swamp" area, we called up three very vocal 
Winter Wrens, before heading to the big, open field. The 
group spread out to walk in a long line, hoping to flush 
sparrows. It took three passes through the field to 
finally flush our target bird, LeConte’s Sparrow. We 
flushed at least four. Two cooperated by teeing up in a 
small bush, then sitting side by side for several minutes.  
     Very pleased with our morning and the 47 bird 
species we saw, we headed back to our vehicles and 
home to thaw out.   

 

 
LeConte’s Sparrow | Photo: Bob Harden 
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 A Carolina Wren and White-breasted Nuthatch take  
advantage of a banquet of treats. |Photo: Gail Miller 

 
 

         
                
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your next purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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