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Holiday Potluck and Silent Auction 
 
     Join us on Thursday, December 13, from 6:00 – 9:00 
p.m., at the Little Rock Audubon Center for our annual 
holiday potluck and silent auction. 
     This fun-filled event is a great opportunity to enjoy 
wonderful food, spread some holiday cheer, and 
exchange stories with fellow birders. 
     If you are bringing an item for the auction please be 
there by 6:00 p.m. in order to get the item(s) labeled 
and in place. We’ll begin accepting bids at 6:15 and sit 
down for dinner at 6:30. Auction items can be 
purchased or handmade. 
     ASCA will provide the drinks. Plates, cups, and eating 
utensils will be furnished by Audubon Arkansas.  

     In addition to all the fun, we’ll conduct one important 
point of business – election of Officers for 2019-2020 
and Board Members for  2019.  
     The Little Rock Audubon Center is located on the 
southeast side of Little Rock at 4500 Springer Blvd., just 
minutes from downtown.  
     Take I-440 to exit 1, Springer Blvd. Go south (left) on 
Springer Blvd. Cross the railroad tracks, then look for 
the center and Audubon Arkansas sign on the right. 
     Bring your favorite dish and join us on December 13 
for a fun-filled evening and a chance to visit with fellow 
birders from around the state. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts  

 
Dan Scheiman 

ASCA Christmas Bird Count Complier 
 

     Now in its 119th year, Audubon's Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) is a community science program and the 
nation’s longest running bird survey. Have no doubts 
that your participation is meaningful – thousands of 
scientific studies have used CBC data, including National 
Audubon’s latest  Birds & Climate Change Report 
(climate.audubon.org). 
     On count day participants count all birds they 
encounter within their assigned section of a 15-mile 
diameter circle. Birders of any skill level are welcome. 
It’s a great opportunity to learn from experienced 
birders. You can bird for as long as you like.  

   I organize two counts: Little Rock is Saturday, 
December 15, and Lonoke is Sunday, December 16. 
Contact me at  birddan@comcast.net  or 501-366-0840, 
and specify the count.  
     Both counts have a great mix of habitats and have the 
potential to tally over 100 species, though Lonoke does 
so more consistently. Rarities found in the recent 
past include Rufous Hummingbird, Long-tailed Duck, 
Black Scoter, Glaucous Gull, Say’s Phoebe, Spotted 
Towhee, and the state's first Ash-throated Flycatcher! 
     Participation is free. Make your birding count for the 
birds!  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scoters Spotted in Southeast Arkansas 
 
     Normally found in small 
numbers, a large raft of Black 
Scoters – 13 in all, were discovered 
on Lake Monticello in Drew County. 
Two Surf Scoters were also seen. 
     Jim Dixon of Little Rock went to 
see the birds on November 25th. 
The Black Scoters were not only a 
life bird for Jim, but Arkansas state 
bird #349. 
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Black Scoters, 8 males and 5 females, found on Lake Monticello | Photo: Jim Dixon 

mailto:birddan@comcast.net
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Cindy Franklin 
 ASCA President 
 

     We all have birds we associate with the 
changing seasons.  My iconic winter bird is 
the White-throated Sparrow, Zonotrichia 
albicollis. They arrive here in central 
Arkansas in late October from their 
breeding  grounds in Canada and linger 
into May. As sparrows go, they are sociable 
little birds, retreating just far enough to feel 
safe when disturbed by a heavy footed 
human. Their clear plaintive song sounds 
across the neighborhood in the morning 
and afternoon during feeding time.  
     Earlier this week as I was waiting for a 
late Ruby-throated Hummingbird to make 
its appearance, I watched these sparrows 
flipping through the leaves looking for the 
seeds I'd spread earlier. I thought about the 
"Birds and Climate Change Report" 
released in the Sept-Oct 2014 issue of 
Audubon magazine that predicted a grim 
future for about a third of all North 
American bird species. The White-throated 
Sparrow is one of those birds. If current 
trends continue, this species will lose 
almost 80% of its summer breeding range 
and 19% of its winter range by the year 
2080. Will Arkansans in the latter half of 
the 21st century come to know these 
sparrows as I have?   
     I also read a summary of the "UN’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change" report published online in the New 

York Magazine dated October 10, 2018. 
Humans are not doing a very good job of 
implementing measures to limit global 
warming to 2 degrees Centigrade. Based on 
current performance it seems likely global 
warming beyond 2 degrees C. is inevitable. 
Life will get harder for all living things if 
this comes to pass. I want to tell the 
sparrows what is coming and ask them 
what their survival plan is. I already know 
their answer. They will endure as they 
always have. It remains to be seen if they 
and all the other species under threat will 
survive.  
     On a more positive note, on November 
15th, the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission adopted regulations to restrict 
commercial trapping of wild freshwater 
turtles in some areas of the state, 
implement a new reporting requirements 
for commercial dealer and trappers, and 
study the effect of commercial trapping on 
wild populations. While this isn't 
everything we asked for, the various 
groups involved in the effort to ban the 
commercial harvest of turtles applaud the 
action taken by AGFC and we look forward 
to working with Game and Fish personnel 
in the future. Many thanks to ASCA 
members who took the surveys, signed the 
petitions, and attended meetings on behalf 
of the wild turtle populations in the state.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ASCA Membership Renewal 
 

     Just a reminder, ASCA membership 

renewals are due January 1, 2019 and can be 

paid on-line via PayPal through the 

Membership page of www.ascabird.org. 
     Checks can be mailed to Jim Dixon, 

Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Drive, Little 

Rock, AR 72211.  

 

     Membership Level 

          Regular Membership – $15.00 

          Students/Seniors – $10.00 

          Family – $25.00  

          Supporting – $35.00 

          Patron – $50.00   

Welcome New Members 
 

     ASCA would like to welcome the 

following new members:  

   Tom Wittenberg 

   Glen Wolfe 

    

_____________________________________ 
 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

    Mark your calendars now for the Great 

Backyard Bird Count to be held February   

15-18, 2019. For more information visit: 

www.gbbc.birdcount.org.

President’s Column 
 

ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Board Members 
 

Robert Bays 
baysrr@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Shepherd 
501-375-3918 
stoneax63@hotmail.com 
 

John Webb 
501-707-7742 
emmgee@att.net 
 

Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Doris Boyles 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Karen Holliday 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Rare Bird Alert 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
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119th Christmas Bird Count 
 
Leif Anderson 
State Christmas Bird Count Complier 
 

     It's getting close to the coolest birding of the year, 
figuratively and literally. 
     The Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) are held around the 
Americas from December 14 through January 5. Counts 
have been conducted for 119 years - the oldest citizen 
science bird database in the hemisphere.   
     If you’ve seen Audubon’s Climate Change Report, 
then you know the CBC and Breeding Bird Surveys 
supplied the data that made the report possible. Here is 
your chance to help the science, building toward future 
planned reports!  
     What's involved: Each 15-mile diameter count circle 
has a compiler. The circle is broken into sections with a 
group of volunteers for each. Each group then tries to 

find all the birds in their area, within a calendar day. 
You count the birds you actually see and hear, not the 
birds that should be there. All counts could use more 
volunteers. However some are in need of help. Please 
consider participating in more than one, especially 
counts that may involve a drive or have less than 10 
volunteers.  
     Skill and time levels:  Birders of any skill level are 
welcome. The amount of time you spend is flexible. 
Some watch their bird feeder for an hour, while others 
go for 15+ hours out in the field.  
     For more information contact: Leif Anderson at 
479-284-3150 ext. 3151 or email Leanderson@fs.fed.us; 
or a CBC compiler listed below for details.

 
Jonesboro Fri - Dec 14 Virginie Rolland vrolland@astate.edu 
Arkadelphia Sat - Dec 15 Evelyn & Glenn Good theoldcrow@sbcglobal.net 
Lake Ouachita SP Sat - Dec 15 Kayla Gomance kayla.gomance@arkansas.gov 
Little Rock Sat - Dec 15 Dan Scheiman birddan@comcast.net    

  Village Creek SP   Sat - Dec 15      Heather Runyan    heather.runyan@arkansas.gov 
  Fayetteville    Sun - Dec 16      Joe Neal      joeneal@uark.edu 
  Lonoke     Sun - Dec 16      Dan Scheiman     birddan@comcast.net 

Hot Springs Village Mon - Dec 17 Chris Cash c52cash@sbcglobal.net 
Mississippi River SP Thur - Dec 20 Tara Gillanders tara.gillanders@arkansas.gov 
White River NWR Thur - Dec 20 Than Boves tboves@astate.edu 
Bella Vista/Bentonville Sat - Dec 22 Butch Tetzlaff butch@thebluebirdshed.com 
Crooked Creek Sat - Dec 22 Alan Gregory quattro@windstream.net 

  Conway              Sat - Dec 29        Allan Mueller/Michael Linz         akcmueller@gmail.com/      
                         mplinz@gmail.com 

Hot Springs Nat'l Park Sat - Dec 29 Shelley Todd shelley_todd@nps.gov 
Pine Bluff Mon - Dec 31 Rob Doster rdoster@hotmail.com 

  Lake Dardanelle   Tue - Jan 1         Kenny Nichols     kingbird@ymail.com 
  Mount Magazine   Fri - Jan 5        Don Simons     don.simons@arkansas.gov  
 
     Several counts have yet to be set. Contact Leif Anderson for details or subscribe to ARBIRD-L for regular updates. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bird Watching Collection Donated to  
Central Arkansas Library System 

 

Dottie Boyles 

     A dedication ceremony was held November 12th, at 
the John Gould Fletcher Library in Little Rock, in 
memory of Alan Kumpe who loved to watch birds.  Alan 
died thirty years ago at the age of nineteen.   
     The Bird Watching Collection in memory of Alan Ross 
Kumpe is a gift made by his parents, Meredith Ross and 
Peter Kumpe. The collection of books and materials will 
be available for checkout throughout the Central 
Arkansas Library System. There will also be a bird 
watching area at Fletcher Library. 
     Nate Coulter, Director of the Central Arkansas 
Library System presided at the dedication.   

     ASCA member Bill Shepherd, who attended the event 
stated, "Both the mother and father of Alan Ross Kumpe 
spoke movingly about their late son, who died in 1988, 
and his love of nature.  Despite inclement weather, the 
meeting room in the main building of the Fletcher 
Branch Library was more than full, with many guests--
including me--having to stand throughout the 
dedication." 
     Other ASCA members in attendance were Jane and 
Tom Gulley, President Cindy Franklin, and Bill 
Burnham.  
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Central Arkansas Water Opens up Area for  
Better Viewing on Lake Maumelle 

 
Ed Laster 
 

     Several weeks ago I contacted Central Arkansas 
Water (CAW) to find out who was responsible for the 
public access areas around Lake Maumelle. I learned the 
person was Raven Lawson, a biologist for CAW. She was 
very knowledgeable and familiar with eBird and knew 
birders frequented the lake in winter and reported their 
sightings.   
     I explained things had grown up so much around 
Vista Point that it was becoming difficult to see birds on 
the water. 
     Ms. Lawson and I met at the location and discussed 
what could be trimmed or cleared that would make for 
better viewing. I checked backed on November 13th, 
and found they had opened it up significantly. It helped 
that most of the leaves had dropped by then, but they 
still removed a lot of small limbs that make a big 
difference.  
     I don’t think they are through but everyone should be 
pleased with the work done so far and thank CAW 
employees when we encounter them. 
     I took pictures of the area before and after the 
cleanup.  

 
Before and after pictures of Vista View. | Photo: Ed Laster 

 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Exploring Arkansas While Counting Counties 
 

Dottie Boyles 

     In the last issue of The Snipe I wrote an article titled 

'Counting Counties in Arkansas' detailing my desire to 
bird all 75 counties in Arkansas. Since then my mom - 
Doris Boyles, Cindy Franklin, and Karen Holliday have 
decided to embark on the journey with me.  
     Since August we have explored numerous dirt roads, 
cemeteries, farm fields, abandoned ball fields, state and 
city parks, ponds, streams and lakes. Our adventures 
have taken us to places such as Duck Puddle Road and 
Buzzard Roost Road in Independence County, watched 
over three-hundred Black Vultures soar over the dam at 
Bull Shoals-White River State Park in Marion County, 
watched an Osprey at Remmel Park in Jackson County, 
and discovered Mourning Doves and European Starlings 
can be elusive in the town of Glenwood in Pike Co.  
In this irruptive year of Red-breasted Nuthatches we 
found our first in Miller County along with nine others. 
     We visited numerous Arkansas State Parks along the 
way. Some we took the time to bird in, some we just 
visited like Queen Wilhelmina in Polk County, which 
was covered in a thick cloud. The day we arrived at 
Village Creek State Park they were having a special 
Halloween event and expecting 5,000 people, we made 
a fast exit as dozens of cars began arriving. 

     While working on our county list, Mom and I were 
able to finish another goal of visiting all 52 Arkansas 
State Parks. On October 6, with the help of Cindy 
Franklin and Bill Burnham, Cossatot River State Park in 
Howard Co., became park #52 for me and #49 for mom. 
     On October 30th, Cindy Franklin, Mom and I headed 
north to Bull Shoals and Ozark Folk Center to get Mom's 
last two state parks. Along the way we were able to bird 
in seven counties, four of which were new for us and 
three for Cindy. 
     I did not know how competitive my mother could be 
at age 84, but she is not happy with just a few birds in a 
county, she wants a LOT of birds in each county. Her 
motto is, "if it's worth doing, it's worth doing RIGHT!"  
     Before we started this journey I had 25 counties with 
zero birds, Mom even more. Now only five remain. 
Cindy and Karen have added significantly to their 
county listing as well. Many thanks to both of them for 
doing so much of the driving. We've shared several 13- 
and a few 15-hour days. "A solid 9 hours," as Cindy says. 
     In the meantime, Mom has had us returning to 
several counties to add even more species to her lists. 
I'm not sure when or where this is going to end, but so 
far it's a fun adventure. 
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     ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 
Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the 
corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off  North University Ave. The programs are 
free and open to the public.  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

December 13, 2018 – Annual Holiday Party & Silent Auction 
Little Rock Audubon Center 

 
     Come join us from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Little Rock Audubon Center for 
our annual Holiday Potluck and Silent Auction. This fun-filled event is a great 
opportunity to enjoy some wonderful food, spread holiday cheer, and 
exchange stories with fellow birders.  
     If you are bringing an item for the auction please be there by 6:00 to get the 
item labeled and in place. We’ll begin accepting bids at 6:15. Items can be 
purchased or handmade. Dinner will start at 6:30. 
     Bring your favorite dish and join us for a fun-filled evening at the Little Rock 
Audubon Center, 4500 Springer Blvd., Little Rock. For more information and 
directions to the Center see page 1 of this issue. 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

January 10, 2019 – Annual Business Meeting 
 
     ASCA can exist only with active participation by its members. Our annual 
business meeting is your opportunity to provide input into activities for 2019 
and help start the New Year off right for our organization!   
     All members are urged to attend. We will begin at 7:00 p.m., located at John 
Gould Fletcher Library, 823 Buchanan Street.  
     Due to the number of topics covered, there will be no program or guest 
speaker for this meeting. 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

February 14, 2019 - For the Love of Quail 
Ryan Diener, Arkansas State Coordinator for  

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
  
     It is safe to say that birders love bobwhite as much as hunters do. Sadly, 
quail have been in decline for the past 40 years due to a host of cultural and 
environmental factors have combined and lead to the degradation and loss of 
the habitat that quail need to thrive. The challenges are great, but all is not lost 
for quail. Increased interest in habitat restoration on private lands for the 
benefit of all wildlife, and new unique partnerships are swinging the 
pendulum back to the positive for quail and associated open woodland and 
grassland species. If you would love to learn more about what is being done in 
Arkansas to restore the Northern Bobwhite then this Valentine’s Day talk is for 
you! 
     Ryan Diener loves quail. He has worked with Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever for 8 years. After earning his B.S. in Fisheries and Wildlife 
Management from the University of Missouri in 2010, he began with PF/QF as 
a Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist in northwest Kansas. After two years he moved 
back to his home state of Missouri to help landowners with projects ranging 
from glade restoration, to native prairie plantings, to pollinator seedings. He 
then became the prescribed fire lead for Quail Forever in MO. In 2017, he 
moved to Arkansas to take the Senior Biologist position for Quail Forever, and 
he is now the Arkansas State Coordinator. 
 

Upcoming Programs Election of Officers and 
Board Members 

 

     The election of Officers for 2019-2020 
and Board Members for 2019, will take 
place on Thursday, December 13, at the 
Little Rock Audubon Center. 
     The nominating committee consisted 
of Jane Gulley, Cindy Franklin, and Karen 
Holliday. During the November 8th 
business meeting, the slate of nominees 
was presented as follows: 
  

Officers serve two-year term: 

     President: Cindy Franklin  
     Vice President: Dan Scheiman 
     Recording Secretary: Barry Haas 
     Treasurer: Jim Dixon  
     Editor: Dottie Boyles 
 

Board Members serve one-year term: 
     Robert Bays  
     Joan Ellison    
     Jane Gulley 
     DeLynn Hearn 
     Bill Shepherd 
     John Webb 
 

     ASCA members are welcome to make  
nominations from the floor before 
the election is held. 
_______________________________________________ 

 

Lingering Western Kingbird 
 

     On November 2nd, Cindy Franklin 
found and photographed a Western 
Kingbird at the Fourche Creek Waste 
Treatment Plant in east Little Rock. The 
bird was documented again on Nov. 4th, 
by Lance Runion. The last sighting by 
Cindy was on Nov 9th. Subsequent trips 
to the area did not relocate the bird. 
 

 
Western Kingbird | Photo: Cindy Franklin 
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       Field Trip Schedule 
 

     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 
carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 
birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to 
see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact 
Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. 
Always bring plenty of water with you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

December 15-16, 2018 
Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts 

 

     The Little Rock Count will be Saturday, December 15, and the Lonoke Count  

Sunday, December 16. To participate in one or both counts, contact Dan Scheiman at 

birddan@comcast.net or 501-366-0840. For more information see page 1. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

January 26, 2019 
Lake Dardanelle-Delaware Park and Holla Bend NWR 

 

     Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West at Exit 135. We 

will carpool to Delaware Park, located on the southwest side of Lake Dardanelle. We 

should arrive at the boat ramp around 8:45 a.m. for anyone who wants to meet us 

there. We’ll scan the lake for gulls, waterfowl, and eagles. A rare gull or duck is 

always a possibility. The lake can be very cold and windy so dress in layers, 

including hats and gloves. 

     Next, we’ll caravan to the Holla Bend NWR headquarters’ parking lot. There is a 

$4.00 entrance fee per vehicle. A duck stamp or National Parks pass will get a 

vehicle in for free. Target birds will be raptors, including Bald Eagles,  ducks, geese, 

and sparrows. There will be some walking in tall grass so boots are recommended. 

We’ll return to Little Rock late afternoon. Bring snacks, lunch, and plenty of water. 

     Directions from Dardanelle to Delaware Park: At the junction of Hwy. 7 and 

Hwy. 22, go west on Hwy 22 approximately 10 miles. Turn right onto Hwy. 393, 

which is the first road on your right after you cross the long causeway. Hwy. 393 

dead ends at Delaware Park. GPS coordinates:  35.295749, -93.271458.   

     For information about Holla Bend NWR visit www.fws.gov/hollabend. Address: 

10448 Holla Bend Rd., Dardanelle, AR 72834. GPS coordinates: 35.163222,  

-93.093477. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February 16, 2019 
Two Rivers Park  

 

     Participate in the 2019 Great Backyard Bird Count. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the 
parking lot of Two Rivers Park Bridge at the start of the walking trail located at 
4468 River Mountain Rd. at the southeast end of the Two Rivers Park peninsula. 
     We’ll scope the river from the parking lot and bridge, then walk the dirt and 
paved trails as far as people wish to go.  
     Next we’ll drive to the west entrance of the park and walk the field and horse 
trail. Both areas have a diverse population of sparrows. Knee-high rubber boots 
are recommended because of copious sand burrs. Bring water, snacks, and a 
scope if you have one. We should finish around noon.   
     If interested we can continue on to Lake Maumelle.  Loons and waterfowl are 
easily found on the lake this time of year.   
     Directions-take Exit 9 west off I-430 onto Cantrell Rd.  At the first stop light, 
turn right (north) onto River Mountain Road.  Go to the bottom of the hill then 
bear right to the main parking lot.  GPS coordinates: 34.797458, -92.383017. 
 
 

 

Louisiana Whooping Crane 
Comes to Arkansas 

 
     Birders from around the state 
have flocked to eastern Arkansas for 
a rare chance to see a Whooping 
Crane. 
     L4-17, a female Whooping Crane 
from the Experimental Whooping 
Crane Population established in 
Coastal Louisiana, was spotted in 
western Monroe County between 
the towns of Roe and Aberdeen, on 
private land in a rice field on the 
northeast corner of the intersection 
of Highways 33 and 366.  
     The bird arrived around late 
October after spending several 
weeks along the Arkansas River in 
western Arkansas. She spent most of 
the summer in eastern Oklahoma 
after her release this past winter in 
Louisiana.  
 

 
Whooping Crane | Photo: Bob Harden 

 
     There was much discussion on 
the birding listserv, ARBIRD-L, as to 
whether the crane was American 
Birding Association (ABA) countable 
or not for one's life list. After ABA 
was contacted it was determined 
that this Whooping Crane was 
indeed a countable species. 
     This beautiful bird was still 
present as of November 25th and 
can be easily observed from the 
road, but please follow all traffic 
laws when pausing to look at her. 
     L4-17 is banded and wearing a 
transmitter and seems to be 
enjoying her visit in Arkansas. 
 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
mailto:birddan@comcast.net
http://www.fws.gov/hollabend
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Delta Heritage Trail and Mississippi River  

State Parks – September 15, 2018 
 
     The field trip was an exploration of three Arkansas 
State Parks, an Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
WMA, and a National Historic Marker. Our stops took us 
through Monroe, Phillips, and Lee Counties, areas not 
often visited by birders. 
     Our first stop was Louisiana Purchase State Park in 
Monroe County. A granite monument, marking the 
initial point from which all surveys of property acquired 
by the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, is located there. Few 
birds were present.   
     Second stop, the Delta Heritage Trail State Park in 
Phillips County. This rail-to-trails conversion was 
acquired by the Arkansas State Park system in 1993. 
The section we walked was level, packed gravel. A 
lovely canopy of native hardwoods shaded us from the 
morning sun. We spent over an hour sorting through 
mixed flocks of fall migrants such as American Redstart, 
Northern Parula, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian 
and Magnolia Warblers, and Philadelphia, Red-eyed and 
White-eyed Vireos, all transitioning into winter 
plumage. Two Barred Owls put on quite a show for us.  
     Continuing south to Lake View, we stopped at Old 
Town Lake WMA, an ancient oxbow lake full of Bald 
Cypress trees. From the boardwalk, we spotted Great 
Egrets, Double-crested Cormorants, and a Bald Eagle.  
     We stopped at Cypress Corner BBQ, for lunch to-go, 
then headed to Mississippi River State Park, in Lee 
County, and the picnic tables at Bear Creek Trail. A 
Belted Kingfisher flew back and forth across the inlet, 
while Red-headed Woodpeckers, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, Eastern Kingbirds, and a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo worked the area. After lunch we walked Bear 
Creek Trail, which winds through the unique 
topography of Crowley's Ridge. Carolina Wrens, 
Acadian Flycatchers, and Pileated, Red-bellied, and 
Downy Woodpeckers were seen. The state park 
operates within the St. Francis National Forest. The 
visitor center is a must-see with great exhibits. The 
grounds are planted in native vegetation and included 
14 hummingbird feeders. Hummingbirds were zipping 
around everywhere! 
     Many thanks to Park Interpreters Maggie Howard, 
DHTSP, and Tara Gillanders, MRSP, who were so helpful 
leading the walks and providing wonderful insight into 
the unique features that make each park special. The 
trip gave our 28 participants the opportunity to explore 
the Delta, visit Arkansas State Parks, collect park 
patches, and add new locations and counties to their 
birding lists. A most enjoyable day. 

Lonoke County and Bob Long Road 
October 27, 2018 

 
     What an interesting day it was with a progression of 
chance encounters. The field trip was a birding loop of 
Lonoke County, starting with Joe Hogan Fish Hatchery 
in Lonoke, where 33 birders met. We were advised that 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) has 
implemented strict rules forbidding any non-AGFC 
vehicles from driving inside any state hatchery. We 
honored that restriction and walked around the ponds 
on the west side of the hatchery.  We saw several Great 
Blue Herons, Great Egrets, Belted Kingfishers, two 
American Pipits, and Pied-billed Grebes. A flock of 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks flew in, then immediately 
left, while groups of Greater White-fronted Geese flew 
over. The UCA students were counting bird species for 
their course work and were quite intrigued with the 
turtles and colorful frogs we saw. 
     We left the hatchery and made a quick pit stop at the 
Community Center. A jogger saw our large group and 
asked what we were doing. After being told we were on 
a birding field trip, he said he had a duck hunting lodge 
just down the road and we were welcome to go see the 
large groups of waterfowl on his property. After a quick 
run into Lonoke to look for Brown-headed and Red-
breasted Nuthatches reported at the Exxon gas station, 
we headed to the lodge. The jogger had given good 
directions, but we still overshot the turn and had to turn 
around. Some of the group had pulled off on the 
opposite side of the highway and ran into another duck 
hunting lodge owner. He wanted to show us his 
property and all his ducks. That group called our group, 
who were now at the Lone Oak Duck Lodge, and said we 
should come meet the owner of the Bayou Meto Double 
D Hunting Lodge, plus see the six American Avocets in 
the first pond.  The owner took us to a small flooded 
reservoir and explained how he manages his 1,300 
acres for wildlife and waterfowl. At the reservoir, we 
saw Green-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall,  
Mallard, two Bald Eagles, and a Cooper's Hawk. 
     After a quick lunch at the Dairy Bar, we headed to 
Bob Long Road off Hwy. 31. The ponds were void of 
waterfowl until we reached the last ponds, just before 
the bridge. There we hit the jackpot with White-winged 
Scoter, Redhead, Canvasback, American Wigeon, 
Northern Pintail, Ruddy Duck, Lesser Scaup, and one 
American Avocet. Flyovers included Osprey, Bald Eagle,  
flocks of American White Pelicans, and Greater White-
fronted and Snow Geese.  A group of 100+ Great Egrets 
settled into distant trees to roost for the night. 
     We finished around 6:00 p.m. with 63 species. 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 
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  This Black-legged Kittiwake was spotted at Toad Suck  

     Park near Conway, Arkansas | Photo: Michael Linz 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your next purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 

 
 

 

_
_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

 

http://www.asca.org/
http://www.reportband.gov/
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migratorybird_rehablist.pdf

