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Birdathon Event a Huge Success 
 

Dan Scheiman 
Bird Conservation Director, Audubon Arkansas 
 

     Audubon Arkansas's inaugural BirdLR Birdathon was 
a success thanks to 43 birders who formed 7 teams to 
compete to see the most birds on May 12, 2018. Teams 
started as early as 3 AM and birded across Pulaski 
County until 5 PM. Teams consisted of 2-4 birders, 
except ASCA’s monthly public bird walk led by Karen 
Holliday (see her report on page 6). 
     A pre-dawn start allowed teams to count nocturnal 
birds like Chuck-will's-widow, Common Nighthawk, and 
Barred Owl, as well as a few early singing songbirds 
such as Northern Mockingbird and American Robin. We 
all looked forward to dawn when the chorus would be 
loudest. Breeding birds like Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern 
Wood-Pewee, and Summer Tanager were in full 
song, allowing teams to rapidly add species to their list. 
However the consensus was migration had slowed, and 
many birds passing through on their way to more 
northern breeding grounds were not singing, making 
them harder to find. Still we tallied an impressive list of 
migrants including 24 species of warbler, such as 
Worm-eating, Golden-winged, Blue-winged, Mourning, 
Wilson's, and Canada. 
     As the  day progressed, teams turned to waterbirds 
and grassland birds, which tend to remain active even 
in the heat. All teams saw Dickcissels, Blue Grosbeaks 
and Eastern Meadowlarks among the fields and 
pastures scattered across the county from County Farm 
Road to Frazier Pike. Almost all teams saw a Painted 
Bunting, which is reliable at Terry Lock and Dam.      

Almost all saw multiple Western Kingbirds at their 
usual haunts in the Fourche Dam Pike area. 
Unfortunately, Inca Doves were a no-show. Along the 
Arkansas River were Forster's, Least, and Black 
Terns, plus a few lingering Lesser Scaup flew or floated 
among the pelicans and cormorants. 
     At 5 PM the Birdathon teams and Bird Search 
Scavenger Hunt teams convened at the River House in 
North Little Rock for the Bird Bash. There we ate, 
shared stories, and learned who took home the prizes 
for the most species seen, most money raised, and most 
points scored in the scavenger hunt. 
     All together teams tallied 137 species. Of those, 23 
were seen by only one team, including Snowy Egret, 
Eastern Whip-poor-will, Peregrine Falcon, Gray-
cheeked Thrush, Field Sparrow, and Bobolink. My team, 
the Early Birds & The Worm, won the prize for most 
species seen with 105. Just a wing-length away were 
The Thrashers with 100.  
     Teams also raised funds for Audubon Arkansas's bird 
conservation and environmental education programs 
by securing donations and pledges per species seen. 
Collectively we raised $7,483. The Early Birds & The 
Worm also won the prize for the most money raised 
with $4,7828.  
     I whole-heatedly thank all participants for devoting 
their time and talent to the event, and for helping to 
raise funds and friends for Audubon Arkansas. Time to 
start strategizing for next year!
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The Early Birds & The Worm were out and birding by 3 AM.  
L to R: Dan Scheiman, Jeremy Chamberlain, Seth Chamberlain 
and Samantha Scheiman. | Photo: Dan Scheiman 

 

Team ASCA lead by Karen Holliday began their day at Gillam Park where they 
were briefly joined by members from the Bird Dudes and Little Rockhoppers 
teams. | Photo: Karen Holliday 
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     Today we need to talk about turtles. Like 
Rodney Dangerfield used to say, they don't 
get much respect. When we see them 
crossing the road, basking on a log, or 
floating with their nostrils just above the 
water, how many of us stop long enough to 
identify them and think about the services 
they provide as they go about their long, 
slow business. In their role as scavengers, 
turtles feed on water plants, dead animals, 
snails, aquatic insects, and crayfish. 
Essentially they recycle both terrestrial and 
aquatic materials and help move energy 
and resources throughout the food web. 
Without turtles our streams would be 
choked with dead and decaying plants and 
animals.   
     Turtles are the oldest living group of 
reptiles, and now one of the most 
threatened groups of vertebrates on the 
planet. Turtle populations depend on the 
ongoing survival of long-lived mature 
adults in the environment. Removal of the 
breeding adults results in noticeable 
decreases in turtle populations over 
multiple decades. Habitat loss, water 
pollution, road fatalities, and local 
consumption by humans have contributed 
to the ongoing decline, but the unregulated, 
intensive wild harvest of turtle populations 
has become the primary cause of steep 
population declines across the globe. And it 
is happening here in Arkansas today. 
     Arkansas has 18 native species or 
subspecies of turtles, fourteen of which are 
subject to commercial harvest primarily in 
the southeastern area of the state along the 

Mississippi and Arkansas rivers. Mature 
and almost mature turtles are the preferred 
targets of the trappers. Harvested turtles 
are exported through both legal and black 
market channels to supply the food and 
medicinal markets in Asia as well as the 
worldwide pet trade. Many native turtle 
populations in Asia are critically 
endangered or have become extinct in the 
wild due to over-consumption, which is 
driving the turtle trade in North America.   
     The Center for Biological Diversity has 
petitioned the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission (AGFC) to end the commercial 
harvest of turtles in Arkansas. ASCA is one 
of several organizations supporting this 
petition.   
     A copy of the petition can be download 
at:  https://tinyurl.com/y6uecld3. 
     You can support ASCA's position by 
adding your voice to support the petition 
here:  https://tinyurl.com/y9jorceq. 
     The Center also recommends concerned 
individuals write a letter to AGFC 
Commissioners at:   
     Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
     Attn: Fisheries Division 
     2 Natural Resources Drive 
     Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 
     The Commission will accept comments 
up to the day it makes its final decision 
(around August 16th), though early 
comments will likely have more impact on 
this issue. Please consider taking a few 
minutes to support our local Arkansas 
turtle population.   

Cindy Franklin, ASCA President
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kimberly Gray Smith 
July 19, 1948 - April 9, 2018 

 

     The birding community was saddened to 
learn of the sudden passing of Dr. Kim 
Smith, 69, a Distinguished Professor of 
Biological Sciences at UA-Fayetteville. Kim 
was a committed educator and nurtured 
students at various stages of career 
preparation and development, including 8 
post-doctoral research associates, 23 
doctoral students, 36 masters students, and 
many undergraduate honors students. 

     Kim began his teaching and research 
career at UA-Fayetteville in fall 1981. He 
presented a retirement seminar on April 5, 
just four days before his death. He 
entertained a packed room with an often 
humorous summary of his life and career. 
      Among his many projects, Kim served as 
the administrator for the Arkansas bird 
listserv ARbird-L.   
_______________________________________ 
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Don and Lori Do Hawai’i 
 

Don Simons, CHI 
Mount Magazine State Park 
 

     In February, Lori and I made our second trip to 
Hawai’i. We started on Maui and hopped over to the Big 
Island. Let me share some of our birding activities.  
     Walking around the grounds of our rental condo and 
the streets of Lahaina we encountered the following 
introduced birds often: Common Myna, Java Sparrow, 
Japanese White-eye, Red-crested (Brazilian) Cardinal, 
Spotted Dove, Zebra Dove, Rock Pigeon, Cattle Egret, 
House Finch, Jungle Fowl, and House Sparrow.  
     The weather did not cooperate with us. Trade winds, 
which normally keep the east side of the islands very 
wet and the west side relatively drier, switched to 
southern winds bringing rain and volcanic ash to the 
entire island during our week on Maui and the following 
week on the Big Island. Normally dry areas experienced 
flash floods.  
     At Kealia Pond NWR, I found the only two lifers I 
would gain from the whole trip: Japanese Bush-Warbler 
and Mitered Parakeet (I had to do a rare bird report on 
the parakeet). Also of interest were: Hawaiian Coot (a 
separate species from our local coot), Hawaiian Stilt (a 
subspecies of our local stilt), Wandering Tattler, Ruddy 
Turnstone, and Black-crowned Night-Heron. 
     At Kula Botanical Gardens, I spotted a Nutmeg 
Mannikin among all the Northern and Red-crested 
Cardinals. 
     Returning from a whale watching cruise I discovered 
a new subspecies of House Sparrow. I call them harbor 
sparrows. They had learned to fly out to incoming 
cruise vessels to search for bits of food.  
     At Haleakala NP we found lots of ‘I’iwi and ‘Apapane 
Honeycreepers in Hosmer Grove. Eurasian Skylarks 
were found along the park entrance road. 
     A family of Nene Geese was observed at Kanaha 
Ponds sanctuary along with a lot of stilts.  
     Walking around the grounds of our Big Island condo 
and adjacent golf course  we regularly saw: Gray 
Francolins, Pacific Golden-Plovers, Saffron Finches, 
Yellow-billed Cardinals, Common Waxbill, Yellow-faced 
Canary, and Spotted and Zebra Doves.  

     Constant rain limited our activities at Hawai’i 
Volcanoes NP. I caught a glimpse of a male Kalij 
Pheasant. Hawai’i Amakihi and Apapane Honeycreepers 
were common in trees in the park. I was very frustrated 
in that we were in the right place at the right time to 
find White-tailed Tropicbirds at the Halema’uma’u 
Crater from the Jagger Museum but the rain and fog 
would not take a break. Oh well, a reason to return. 
     Skylarks were also seen along the Saddle Road 
between Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea. Pueo, a Hawaiian 
subspecies of Short-eared Owl was an unexpected 
midday surprise.  
     Most of the birds we saw were introduced to the 
islands mostly through the pet trade. It’s hard to think 
of Northern Cardinals being an exotic introduced 
species. The other two cardinals mentioned are actually 
in the tanager family.  
     The House Finches I heard sounded very different 
from our local House Finches, maybe because they were 
introduced to the islands from Australia. Their 
courtship song sounds like “good day mate what’s on 
the barbie, pineapple?” (Not really.) Recently, I heard a 
House Finch singing in Grapevine, Texas. He seemed to 
say “Over here, over here, I want everybody to know I’m 
over here.” (Really.) 
     Of course, birds were not our only interest on this 
trip. Small Indian mongoose (or should the plural be 
mongeese or mongoosen) patrolled every nook and 
cranny of the Big Island condo grounds. Humpback 
whales were seen from land and boat. We saw some 
very colorful wild fish besides those that were in tanks 
at the Maui Ocean Center. Green sea turtles and green 
with red geckos were the only herps I saw. There were 
some frogs calling at one botanical garden but I never 
saw one. Lori found a few butterflies including 
monarchs, orange giant sulphurs, and Gulf fritillaries. 
Our plan to visit one site to search for Kamehameha 
butterflies was rained out.  
     It rained half the time we were there, but we still had 
fun. Aloha. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bullock's Oriole Visits Lake Dardanelle 
 

     On April 28, Kenny and LaDonna Nichols spotted a Bullock's 
Oriole feeding among 
the 60 plus Baltimore 
and Orchard Orioles at 
their home on Lake 
Dardanelle. The Nichols 
kept the hungry crowd 
supplied with grape 
jelly and fresh oranges. 
Photos: Bob Harden
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Birding Adventures from Florida to Cuba 
 

 

From Dry Tortugas to Plan B 
 

Karen Holliday 

     Bill Shepherd, Bob Harden, Lynn Christie, Keith and 
Rayma Jean Hawkins, and I spent a week birding the 
Florida Keys in mid-April. The main purpose of the trip 
was a three-day boat trip to the Dry Tortugas. The 
group flew into Key West on April 11 and spent the 
afternoon touring the historical section of the town and 
visiting the Hemingway House and the Audubon House. 
All three stories and the walls of the Audubon House 
were filled with original Audubon prints of all sizes.  
White-crowned Pigeons seen around town were a life 
bird for everyone except Bill. 
     The next day, just hours before we were to board the 
boat to the Dry Tortugas, the tour owner informed us 
the trip was cancelled due to incoming severe weather 
and engine problems. We scrambled to come up with a 
Plan B because our return tickets home weren’t until 
April 17. Luckily we were able to pick up our rental car 
early. We slept on the boat that night at the marina and 
the next day drove to Miami, accompanied by the tour 
owner and a local guide. We spent two days birding the 
area, including the Everglades and Marco Island. Best 
birds in Miami were a pair of Spot-breasted Orioles, and 
the feral but countable White-winged Parakeet. In the 
Everglades we had multiple Snail Kites, Limpkins, 
Swallow-tailed Kites, Roseate Spoonbills, Wood Storks, 
White Ibis, Anhingas, and alligators. Best bird on Marco 
Island was a Burrowing Owl family that had set up 
residence in an empty lot in the middle of a 
neighborhood. We watched the parents supervise the 
three youngsters as they scampered between burrows. 
     The final three days were spent birding the lower 
Keys. Changeable offshore winds gave us mini fallouts 
each day. We saw 24 species of warblers, including Cape 
May, Black-throated Blue, Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, 
Blackpoll, Worm-eating, Prothonotary, and more! Other 
good birds were a Mangrove Cuckoo pair, Short-tailed 
Hawks, Gray Kingbirds, Black-whiskered Vireos, and the 
White form of the Great Blue Heron.  
     Life birds for the group were: Lynn-15, Bob-13, 
Keith-7, Karen-4, and Bill-2. Trip list total was 131 
species. Not bad for Plan B! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to Cuba 
 

Michael Linz 
      In January/February Patty McLean and  I made a trip 
to Cuba. We saw 162 species including 25 endemics and 
had a special 'Welcome to Cuba' greeting from Orlando 
Garrido, world renown tennis player, one of the last 
people to see an Ivory-billed Woodpecker in Cuba, and 
author of Field Guide to the Birds of Cuba.    

     The colorful and noisy Cuban Tody was our personal 
favorite with the Bee Hummingbird, the smallest bird in 
the world, a close second.  
     We watched and photographed a Gundlach's Hawk 
displaying, which our guides said they had never seen in 
20 years of leading trips.  
     Seeing the culture of the people, hearing their version 
of history and seeing the beautiful beaches and 
mountains was very special. Riding in the classic 50s 
model taxis through the restored areas of Havana is an 
experience that you cannot get anywhere else. And I 
can't lie...we did drink a little of the Cuban Rum. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Visiting Friends in Florida 
 
Jane Wiewora 

     I traveled to South Florida in April to reunite with 
family and birding friends. I visited two places near 
where I previously lived: Riverbend Park in Jupiter and 
Possum Long Banding Station in Stuart.  
     At Riverbend, the theme of the day was baby birds! 
There were three occupied Osprey nests with visible 
chicks, a Red-shouldered Hawk nest with chicks, and 
two fledged Barred Owls begging for food. Swimming 
babies included Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, Mottled 
Ducks, and Common Gallinules.  
     Tuesday morning was the regularly scheduled 
migration banding session at Possum Long. The 
highlights were a recaptured Swainson’s Warbler, 
which had been on the property for two weeks, and 
several beautiful male Black-throated Blue Warblers.  
     The banding team and friends (eleven of us) had 
planned a group trip to the Dry Tortugas NP on the 
Yankee Freedom ferry from Key West. On the way down 
to Key West my friend and I stopped by Everglades NP. 
At the Flamingo Unit we saw a Shiny Cowbird, a life bird 
for me. At the Paurotis Pond rookery we observed 
nesting Wood Storks, Roseate Spoonbills, White Ibis, 
Tricolored Herons, Great Egrets, and Anhingas. After 
supper at our motel we went to the airport and heard 
and saw Antillean Nighthawks.  
     The next morning was Dry Tortugas Day! Some of us 
had taken this trip in prior years, but it is always a great 
adventure. Watching so many Magnificent Frigatebirds 
soaring over the key is, well, magnificent. Birds of the 
day included Brown and Masked Boobies, hundreds of 
Brown Noddies with one Black Noddy among them. 
This was a life bird for me and several of our group. We 
had great looks at Bridled Terns hanging out on a steel 
beam, saw 16 species of warblers, and many other 
migrants.   
     On the way back  we stopped by Windley Key Fossil 
Reefs SP and were greeted by four loudly singing Black-
whiskered Vireos. 
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     ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 
Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the 
corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off  North University Ave. The programs are 
free and open to the public.  

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

June 14, 2018 – World of Pollinators 
Jon Zawislak , University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture 

  
     Pollinators are essential for plant reproduction, seed viability, and fruit 
set. Our own food supply, and that of many wildlife species, depends on this 
important ecosystem service. Explore the role that bees and other creatures 
undertake in keeping our farms, fields and forests fruitful. 
     Jon Zawislak is the apiculture specialist for the University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture. He has worked with honey bees since 1998, and is 
equally at home in the bee yard, the laboratory or the classroom. His teaching 
emphasizes an understanding of the biology and behavior of our busy little 
friends, and keeping them healthy while minimizing pesticides in the hive. He 
spreads the word about the importance of pollinators to the non-beekeeping 
public. Jon has a background in botany and entomology, and is a certified Master 
Beekeeper through the Eastern Apiculture Society. He and his family operate 
Walnut Valley Honey Farm in Little Rock. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

July 12, 2018 - The Arkansas Wildlife Action Plan 
Allison Fowler, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

 

     The Arkansas Wildlife Action Plan highlights needs and actions for 377 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need. By implementing those actions, the hope 
is to preclude further decline of those species. Through the State Wildlife Grants 
program a variety projects are funded to conduct research that fills data gaps, or 
to restore and create habitat for those species in need. 
     Allison Fowler is the wildlife diversity program coordinator for AGFC. She has 
served in that position for over six years. In this role, she coordinates efforts for 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need and oversees implementation of the 
Arkansas Wildlife Action Plan. Before joining AGFC, she worked as a field 
ecologist at the Nature Conservancy. She has a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology and 
Management from Arkansas State University and a M.S. in Forest Resources 
from the University of Arkansas at Monticello. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

August 9, 2018 - Citizen Science 
Rob Beadel, Arkansas Forestry Association Education Foundation 

 

     Citizen Science refers to projects in which members of the general public 
participate in the scientific process. From monitoring the migration of 
butterflies and songbirds to recording water quality data and identifying new 
galaxies in space, citizen scientists are part of a large and growing network 
serving as eyes and ears in the field. Come learn about different citizen science 
projects and ways you can contribute to scientific data collection and reporting. 
     Since 2008, Rob Beadel has been the Director of Forestry Education for the 
AFAEF where he serves as the Arkansas Project Learning Tree State 
Coordinator. He promotes sustainable forestry and environmental education. 
Rob is a Certified Interpretive Guide through the National Association for 
Interpretation. In 2015 he was recognized by the Arkansas Wildlife Federation 
as Conservation Educator of the Year. 
 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Global Big Day Results 
 
Dottie Boyles 

     The 2018 Global Big Day was held May 
5th. The event sponsored by eBird and 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology was created 
as a way to engage a worldwide network 
of birders to go out and count birds in 
support of global bird conservation. 
Birders from around the world took to 
fields and forests recording a record 
6,970 species in 170 countries.   
     Columbia took the #1 spot for the 
most birds seen in one country with an 
impressive 1,546 species. In the United 
States, which included the District of 
Columbia, 717 species were tallied with 
Texas once again taking the #1 spot with 
410 species.  
     Arkansas ranked #41 with 186 species 
and 229 checklists submitted.   
     The birders with the most species 
were Cheryl Childers and Dr. Ragupathy 
Kannan with 104 each, followed by Ron 
Goddard, 101. 
     Ron also took the top spot for the most 
checklist (23), followed by Cheryl 
Childers and  Dr. Kannan (10 each). 
     Out of Arkansas's 75 counties, 39 
reported activity. Counties reporting the 
most species were Washington, 116; 
Craighead, 112; and Scott, 101.  
     The weather was perfect and it was a 
beautiful day to be out birding. Some of 
Arkansas's birders also chose to use the 
event to raise money for conservation 
organizations. 
_________________________________ 
 

Thank you BirdLR Teams 
 
     A big thank you to everyone who 
helped make Audubon Arkansas's  first 
BirdLR - Birdathon a success.  
 

     Early Birds & The Worm – Dan & 
Samantha Scheiman, Jeremy 
Chamberlain, Seth Chamberlain 
     Bird Dudes – Randy Robinson, Bob 
Harden 
     Little Rockhoppers – Dottie Boyles, 
Karen & Neill Hart 
     M. Gidonax – Matt Gideon, Devin 
Moon, 
     Pulaski Chicks Love Birds – Cindy 
Franklin, Ann Honeycutt, Donna Haynes 
     The Thrashers – Ragan Sutterfield, 
Bill Shepherd, David Luneau, Lisa Hlass 
     Team ASCA – 24 birders ably led by 
Karen Holliday 
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       Field Trip Schedule 
 

     ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 
carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for novice 
birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps a chance to 
see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit www.ascabird.org or contact 
Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. 
Always bring plenty of water with you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

June 9, 2018 
Camp Robinson Special Use Area 

 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West, Exit 135. We will 
consolidate vehicles then continue to the Camp Robinson Special Use Area.  Owned 
by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, it is 4,029-acres of primarily oak 
savannah and prairie as well as a 60-acre nursery pond. Frequent burning and 
mowing maintains habitat for breeding Bachman's Sparrow, Painted Bunting, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, and Bell's Vireo. The area also supports a variety of birds of 
state conservation interest. Ospreys, orioles, and Bald Eagles nest around Lake 
Conway. Hooded Mergansers, Wood Ducks, and Prothonotary Warblers nest at 
Nursery Pond. There will be very little walking, mostly driving and stopping.  Bring 
water and snacks. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

July 14. 2018 
Dr. Lester Sitzes III Bois D’Arc WMA 

 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the south end of the commuter parking lot at the I-630/I-430 
intersection at Shackleford Road in Little Rock. We’ll stop at the McDonalds in Hope 
(Exit 30 off I-30) around 8:45 a.m. for those who would like to join us.  Look for 
Great-tailed Grackles at McDonalds. We should arrive at the Bois D’Arc WMA at 9:15 
a.m. Our target birds will be Purple and Common Gallinules and their chicks, Least 
Bitterns, Anhingas, Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks and possibly an alligator or two! 
Very little walking will be involved.  Bring scopes, plenty of water, snacks, and lunch. 
There are several restaurants in Hope if you prefer to eat lunch in town.  
     Bois D‘Arc WMA is located 10 miles south of Hope. Take Exit 30 off I-30 and go 
east.  Continue past McDonald’s, then under the railroad overpass. At the light at the 
big intersection, turn right onto Hwy. 67.  Go 1/3 of a mile. At the brown sign, turn 
left onto Hwy. 174.  Take Hwy. 174 south 6 miles to the 3-way stop sign at Spring 
Hill. Turn right onto Hwy. 355. Go west for 4 miles. Turn right at the white wooden 
WMA sign just before the highway ends in the lake. Follow the paved road, then turn 
left onto the first gravel road and go down to the lake.  GPS: 33.558062, -93.694239. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

August 25, 2018 
Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge 

 

     Meet at 7:00 a.m. in North Little Rock in the Other Center parking lot on the east 
side behind McDonald’s. The Other Center is on McCain Blvd. across from McCain 
Mall. Take Exit 1 west off US-67/167. We’ll arrive at Bald Knob NWR around 8:30 
a.m. for those who want to meet us there.  Look for the line of cars parked on Coal 
Chute Road. We expect to find shorebirds, herons, night-herons, egrets, and possibly 
Wood Storks and Roseate Spoonbills.  It will be very hot so bring plenty of water, 
snacks, sunscreen, and a hat. If you have a scope, bring it.  Very little walking will be 
involved. There is no bathroom on-site. There is a McDonald’s just off Hwy. 67/167 
at Bald Knob Exit 55. 
     Go to www.fws.gov/baldknob/ for driving directions and more information about 
the refuge.  GPS:  35.260233, -91.571903 
 
 

 

BirdLR - Team ASCA  
 
Karen Holliday 
ASCA Field Trip Leader 
 

     May 12th was World Migratory 
Bird Day, Audubon Arkansas’s  first-
ever BirdLR Birdathon, and ASCA’s 
May field trip. Talk about a packed 
day!  
     Starting at 7:00 a.m. twenty-four 
participants of Team ASCA dashed 
around Pulaski County trying to find 
as many bird species as possible. The 
Bird Dudes and Little Rockhoppers  
teams briefly joined the group off and 
on during the day, then split off  to do 
their own dashing around. Our first 
stop was Gillam Park in southeast 
Pulaski County.   
     Gillam is usually a spring migrant 
hotspot, but birds were few and far 
between. We did have five turtles and 
three ticks. A Wood Duck pair 
sleeping on a log in the slough were 
flanked by four turtles. A Chestnut-
sided Warbler and a female American 
Redstart flitted around in a low bush. 
Most abundant and noisiest birds 
were Kentucky Warblers, Wood 
Thrushes,  and Summer Tanagers.  
     Next stop was the Custom Metals 
building on Fourche Dam Pike.  This 
has been a favored nesting site for 
Western Kingbirds for several years.  
We found at least eight perched on  
fences or fly-catching around the 
building, along with several Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers. 
     Third stop was the park at David D. 
Terry Lock and Dam. Finally some 
birds! We found Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos, Baltimore and Orchard 
Orioles, Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, 
Black-throated Green, and Black-and-
white Warblers, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Philadelphia Vireo, a kettle of 
Mississippi Kites, a large flock of 
Cedar Waxwings, and one lone 
Double-crested Cormorant.  The Bird 
Dudes reappeared and we traded 
looks at our warblers for looks at the 
three Painted Buntings they had just 
found. Sharing the bird love! 
     Final stop was Cook’s Landing to 
find the Forster’s Terns the Bird 
Dudes had spotted earlier.  
     Team ASCA finished the fun day 
with 74 species.   

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
http://www.fws.gov/baldknob/
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Delta Rivers Nature Center and Pine Bluff 

    March 24, 2018 
 

     Thirty-eight birders gathered at the Governor Mike 
Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center in Pine Bluff and 
were treated to hot coffee and homemade muffins 
provided by the members of the Three Rivers Audubon 
Society. What a lovely way to start the birding day! Lori 
Monday, Education Specialist for the Nature Center, 
gave an informative overview of the programs, exhibits, 
critters, and goals of the center. It was a little early for 
most spring migrants, but we managed to spot 30 
species while walking the Discovery Loop trail. We saw 
our first Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the season at 
the feeder. The Nature Center has an excellent gift shop 
and birders lined up to purchase the new Game and Fish 
front car plate that reads “Bird Arkansas.”  
    From there the group headed to Lake Saracen to look 
for Soras and Virginia Rails in the reed beds. A chilly 
wind was blowing hard across the lake, making it 
difficult to hear anything. We thought we heard 
something after a quick playback of both Sora and 
Virginia Rail. We listened for several minutes then a 
Virginia Rail clearly responded from the reeds. We 
watched an adult Bald Eagle teetering low in the wind, 
fooling us into thinking it was a Turkey Vulture. 
     Last stop was the wetlands at Wilbur West Road. 
Some water and mud held a nice mix of Gadwalls, 
Northern Shovelers, Green-winged and Blue-winged 
Teal, Great Egrets, Great Blue Herons, and two Little 
Blue Herons. The Pectoral Sandpipers and Wilson’s 
Snipes were life birds for a couple of birders.  
     We finished the day with 40 species. A very fun day 
with a great group of birders. --Karen Holliday 

Craighead Forest Park and  
 Crowley’s Ridge Nature Center 

April 21, 2018 
 
     Twenty-three birders congregated at the softball field 
at Craighead Forest Park in Jonesboro at 8:15 a.m.  Hats 
off to all the "Bird Nuts" who showed up because they 
left Little Rock at 6:00 a.m. to make the two-hour drive.   
      The first birds were 62 Double-crested Cormorants, 
flying in a V formation, and a soaring Broad-winged 
Hawk. Birds seen on the loop around the edge of the 
softball field were Pine Warbler, Swainson's Thrush, 
Carolina Wren, and Chipping Sparrow. 
     While working our way toward the lake a nice mix of 
Blue Grosbeaks, Indigo Buntings, Northern Cardinals, 
and Palm and Yellow-rumped Warblers kept flushing in 
front of us. On the path through the wooded areas we 
were excited to see a Cerulean Warbler, a Scarlet 
Tanager and two Blackburnian Warblers!  
     Next we headed to the Forrest L. Wood Crowley's 
Ridge Nature Center and saw our first of season Blue-
winged Warbler and Eastern Kingbird.  
     On our way back to Little Rock, the group stopped at 
Bald Knob NWR. Great decision because our first bird 
was a White-faced Ibis in gorgeous breeding plumage 
feeding only 25 feet from the road!  We stopped at the 
grain bins to scan the huge blackbird flock when Sarah 
Morris pulled up and said she was pretty positive she 
had just seen two Yellow-headed Blackbirds. We 
jumped out of our cars in time to see two stunning male 
birds!  On the back side of the refuge we saw a female 
Hooded Merganser and six adorable tiny babies 
swimming in a flooded ditch, and an American Bittern. 
     Spectacular end to a long day! --Karen Holliday

  

 
 

The group enjoyed a day of birding at the Governor Mike Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center, Lake Saracen, and  
Wilbur West Road in Pine Bluff. | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 

     Field Trip Reports 
         Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator 
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Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 
Sherwood, AR 72124 
 

Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 
Return service requested. 

 

 
 

 
 

        Baltimore Orioles April 25, 2018 | Photo: Gail Miller 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.ascabird.org or mail a check to the address below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SNIPE is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your next purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only 

Member, notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. 

Box 6213, Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company 

and NAS at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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