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Fourche Creek Discovery Day 
 
Karen Holliday 
 

     Devin Moon, a seasonal interpreter with the Arkansas 

State Parks system, and Karen Holliday, field trip 

coordinator for the Audubon Society of Central 

Arkansas, led three bird walks during the Fourche Creek 

Discovery Day held at Interstate Park in south Little 

Rock on October 29. Close to 40 kids and adults tried 

birding. Almost all were new to bird watching, so even 

common birds were exciting. Audubon Arkansas 

provided binoculars for all the participants and they were 

thrilled to learn how to use them and see the birds in 

greater detail. The sunny weather helped make the colors 

of the birds pop, especially the male Northern Cardinal. 

     A group of ten Northern Mockingbirds put on quite a 

show for each trip, scolding and chasing each other 

around the parking lot and into trees. A pair of Hermit 

Thrushes sang and posed for great looks. Several 

Orange-crowned Warblers were spotted. House Wrens 

and Winter Wrens vocalized while hopping in and out of 

the bushes. The plethora of birds seen throughout the 

morning made it challenging to remember to look down 

and pick up trash. Each group finished their trip with a 

new appreciation of our feathered friends. 

     Fourche Creek Discovery Day was an event 

organized by the Friends of Fourche Creek to not only 

cleanup the park but introduce volunteers to a few of the 

many recreational opportunities Fourche Creek and its 

wetlands have to offer. Besides birding, fishing, floating, 

botanizing, and geocaching, the 160 volunteers collected 

over two tons of trash including 106 bags of litter and  

82 tires! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ASCA’s Annual Potluck & Silent Auction 

Little Rock Audubon Center 

 
      Join us on Thursday, December 8, from 6:00 – 9:00 

p.m., at the Little Rock Audubon Center for our annual 

holiday potluck and silent auction. 

 This fun-filled event is a great opportunity to enjoy 

wonderful food, spread some holiday cheer, and 

exchange stories with fellow birders. 

     If you are bringing an item for the auction please be 

there by 6:00 p.m. in order to get the item(s) labeled and 

in place. We’ll begin accepting bids at 6:15 and sit down 

for dinner at 6:30. Items can be purchased or handmade. 

 ASCA will provide the drinks. Plates, cups, and 

eating utensils will be furnished by Audubon Arkansas.  

     In addition to all the fun, we’ll conduct one important 

point of business – election of Officers and Board 

Members for the upcoming year.  

     The spacious and “green” Little Rock Audubon 

Center is located on the southeast side of Little Rock at 

4500 Springer Blvd., just minutes from downtown.  

     Take I-440 to exit 1, Springer Blvd. Go south (left) 

on Springer Blvd. Cross the railroad tracks, then look for 

the center and Audubon Arkansas sign on the right. 

      Bring your favorite dish and join us on December 8 

for a fun-filled evening and a chance to visit with fellow 

birders from around the state.
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     The unseasonable warmth of the first few 

days of November got many of us out of the 

house. I spent my time cleaning and mulching 

my various flower beds. The only plants in 

bloom were some asters, the autumn sages, 

and a few random annuals here and there. 

Much to my surprise a few stems of common 

milkweed were pushing up out of the ground. 

Even more surprising, I found at least three 

small Monarch caterpillars, the product of a 

Monarch female egg laying in mid-October, 

munching on some slightly larger common 

milkweed plants. All of them were wee 

things, an inch or less.  

     I watched them for awhile as I debated 

what to do. Collection was an option. I have 

not kept Monarch larvae although I know 

people who do. The conundrum was and is the 

timing. We are due colder weather and there 

was the real possibility of running out of 

milkweed to feed them before they pupated 

and the lack of pollinator plants available if 

they survived to become adults. If all the 

conditions broke in their favor, would the 

newly minted adults be able to survive the 

winter weather on their way south?   

     Letting them be was the other option and 

the one I chose in the end. It's late in the year, 

probably too late for them to survive. If the 

weather stays warm enough long enough, they 

might have a chance to continue their journey 

south. It seemed unlikely under the warm sun 

of that day that the weather would be that kind 

to them. Since then it has cooled off and 

although I have checked my surviving 

milkweeds, I haven't seen the caterpillars 

since that day. 

     Individually we can provide food and 

shelter in our yards to the extent each of our 

microclimates allow to preserve and promote 

biodiversity at the neighborhood level. At a 

community and regional level we can and 

should support programs that seek to preserve 

and promote at a macro level what we are 

practicing at our personal level. That activism 

has become more urgent in the past week 

given the political changes afoot. But like all 

other things, this, too, shall pass. And in the 

meantime, maybe, just maybe, there is enough 

time for little caterpillars to do what they do.   

     I hope the holiday season finds each of you 

and your families well. I will see you on a 

field trip or Christmas Bird Count.

Cindy Franklin 

 ASCA President  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ASCA Membership Renewal 
 

     Just a reminder, ASCA membership 

renewals are due January 1, 2017 and can be 

paid on-line via PayPal through the 

Membership page of www.ascabird.org. 
     Checks can be mailed to Jim Dixon, 

Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Drive, Little 

Rock, AR 72211.  

 

     Membership Level 

          Regular Membership – $15.00 

          Students/Seniors – $10.00 

          Family – $25.00  

          Supporting – $35.00 

          Patron – $50.00   

_____________________________________ 
 

Get Well Wishes 
 

The members of ASCA would like to extend 

get well wishes to Darrel Meyerdirk as he 

recovers from surgery. 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

     ASCA would like to welcome the 

following new members:  
 Lewis and Susan Leslie 

 Diane Walker  

 Heidi Whitman 

_____________________________________ 
 

Thank You  

 

     Many, many thanks to all the Auduboners 

who helped me celebrate my 80th birthday at 

the October meeting.   

     Your good wishes for the remainder of my 

run are deeply appreciated.  

Bill Shepherd  
_____________________________________ 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

    Mark your calendars now for the Great 

Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) to be held 

February 17-20, 2017. For more information 

visit: www.BirdCount.org.

 

President’s Column 
ASCA Officers 
 

President 
Cindy Franklin 
meshoppen@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-president 
Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Dottie Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Board Members 
 

Robert Bays 
baysrr@att.net 
 

Joan Ellison 
joan.ellison7@gmail.com 
 

Jane Gulley 
501-225-2072 
janegulley@comcast.net 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Darrel Meyerdirk 
dmeyerdirk@comcast.net  
 

John Webb 
501-707-7742 
emmgee@att.net 
 

Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler 
 

Dan Scheiman 
501-280-9024 
birddan@comcast.net 
 

Conservation 
 

Barry Haas 
501-821-4097 
bhaas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Field Trip Coordinator 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Hospitality 
 

Doris Boyles 
501-224-0302 
ctboyles@aristotle.net 
 

Karen Holliday 
501-920-3246 
ladyhawke1@att.net 
 

Rare Bird Alert 
 

D. DeLynn Hearn 
501-472-8769 
warblingvireo@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
 

Jim Dixon 
501-258-1914 
jamesdixonlr@att.net 
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Remembering Hildie Terry 
 

     ASCA members were sad to 

learn of the passing of 

Hildegarde “Hildie” Lois 

Reimer Terry, 87. Hildie passed 

away on September 26, 2016. 

She was born on June 19, 1929 

in Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 

to John H.W. and Anna Toews 

Reimer.  

     Hildie was preceded in death by her parents and two 

sisters, Naomi Reimer Lepp and Linea Reimer Geiser, and 

by an infant son, Danny.  

     Hildie is survived by her loving husband C. Morris 

“Mick” Terry. Other survivors include three sisters: 

Wendyln Rempel, Elizabeth Bartel, and Martini Janz. 

     Mick and Hildie met in Indianapolis, IN and were 

married in 1979 near Como, MS, Mick’s hometown. 

     Hildie graduated with a Registered Nursing degree from 

Grace Hospital in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. She was a 

faculty member at the Indiana University School of 

Nursing. Her career included practicing at Methodist 

Hospital in Indianapolis, and as a Public Home Health Care 

nurse in the Indianapolis area.  

     She enjoyed flower gardening and cooking gourmet 

meals, and she was always a gracious hostess.  

     Hildie and Mick joined St. James United Methodist 

Church in Little Rock 37 years ago and were faithful and 

beloved members. She was a long time member of the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. 

     A memorial service was held October 7, 2016.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Utah Birding with Craig and Dale Provost 
 

Doris Boyles 
     In September, Dottie and I joined Karen Holliday on her 

work-related trip to Salt Lake City, Utah, for a few days of 

birding and to visit our friends Craig and Dale Provost. 

They met our plane at noon and after a record-setting time 

of digging through luggage for binoculars and various parts 

of scopes, we were off to our first stop, the SLC 

International Center. Best birds were California Gull and 

Brewer's Blackbird. The next stop was Lee Kay Ponds, 

which were full of ducks, grebes, gulls, and other species.  

     Farmington Bay Wildlife Management Area won the 

gold star for the day with Ring-necked Pheasant, White-

faced Ibis, Ruff, and Clark's, Western, Eared, and Horned 

Grebes. We ended our first half-day with 46 species. 

     The next day we headed to Antelope Island State Park 

where tens of thousands of migrating waterfowl greeted us 

along the causeway. Highlights were Willet, a Long-billed 

Curlew, and hundreds of American Avocets.  

     On the road to Garr Ranch we saw Merlin, Rock Wren, 

and Burrowing Owl. At the Visitors Center a Sage Thrasher 

and Chukar were life birds for both of us. 

    At Garr Ranch we found a Great Horned Owl and 

Hammond's Flycatcher, another life bird. It was sunny and 

warm when we left at 1:00 to head for Bear River 

Migratory Bird Refuge. A storm quickly developed with 

heavy rain and black clouds causing us to make a fast exit. 

The rain grounded the Barn, Cliff, and Northern Rough-

winged Swallows. Much to our surprise, they all teed up on 

tall grass stems, pointing their faces upward toward the 

rain. We later learned a tornado had hit Garr Ranch two and 

a half hours after we left, Utah's first in 17 years.  

    The third day started with birding around the Provosts' 

yard. Highlights included Spotted Towhee, Wood-house's 

Scrub-Jay, Black-billed Magpies, American and Lesser 

Goldfinches, and Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, and Rufous 

Hummingbirds, plus 12 entertaining California Quail. We 

birded Salt Lake City Cemetery and found a tree dripping 

with Cassin's Finches, another life bird. 

     After lunch, Craig drove us to the hotel. We were 

hoping to bird later on, but complications with check-in and 

a hard rain kept us stranded at the hotel for hours. 

    Day four was met with a misty rain as we headed for the 

mountains and Mirror Lake, hoping for several life birds 

still on our bucket list. The rain turned to snow, forcing us 

to turn around. Townsend's Solitaires and American Robins 

were abundant at lower elevations. Free-range cattle were 

everywhere along the road, all heading up the mountain 

into deeper snow.  
 

 
Cattle on the road to Mirror Lake. | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 

     Not giving up, we headed to Rockport Reservoir and 

State Park where we found a variety of birds. Among them 

were Sabine's Gull, Red-necked Phalarope, Common 

Nighthawk, and Cordilleran Flycatcher. Close to two dozen 

Mountain Bluebirds in a dead tree looked like Christmas 

ornaments in the sunshine. Our list now totaled 103.  

     On day five we headed back to the mountains. The snow 

mixed with the bright orange and yellows of the Aspens 

was picturesque. At Alta Ski Resort we found Townsend's 

Warbler, and a Ferruginous Hawk that put on a great show 

above the snow covered trees. Unable to walk the trails 

because of snow, we headed back to Mirror Lake. Along 

the way we encountered two cowpokes on horseback, with 

four dogs, rounding up the scattered cattle.    

     We  ended  the  trip  with 109  state  birds  and  nine  life 

Continued: See Utah Birding on page 6 
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Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts  

 

Dan Scheiman 

ASCA Christmas Bird Count Complier 
 

     Now in its 117th year, the Audubon Christmas Bird 

Count (CBC) is a citizen science program and the 

nation’s longest running bird survey. Have no doubts 

that your participation is meaningful – thousands of 

scientific studies have used CBC data, including 

National Audubon’s latest Birds & Climate Change 

Report (Audubon.org/climate). 

     On count day participants count all birds they 

encounter within their assigned section of a 15-mile 

diameter circle. Birders of any skill level are welcome. 

It’s a great opportunity to learn from experienced 

birders. You can bird for as long as you like.  

     I organize two counts: Little Rock is Saturday, 

December 17, and Lonoke is Sunday, December 18. 

Contact me at birddan@comcast.net or 501-366-0840, 

and specify the count. There are many other counts 

across the state. Contact State Compiler Leif Anderson at 

479-284-3150 ext. 3151 or email Leanderson@fs.fed.us for 

more information. Participation is free. 

     Make your birding count for the birds!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

117th Christmas Bird Count 
  

Leif Anderson 

State Christmas Bird Count Complier 
 

     It's getting close to the coolest birding of the year, 

figuratively and literally. 

     The Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) are held around 

the Americas from December 14 through January 5. 

Counts have been conducted for 117 years - the oldest 

citizen science bird database in the hemisphere.   

     If you’ve seen Audubon’s Climate Change Report, 

then you know the CBC and Breeding Bird Surveys 

supplied the data that made the report possible. Here is 

your chance to help the science, building toward future 

planned reports!     

     What's involved: Each 15-mile diameter count circle 

has a compiler. The circle is broken into sections with a 

group of volunteers for each. Each group then tries to 

find all the birds in their area, within a calendar day. You 

count the birds you actually see and hear, not the birds 

that should be there. All counts could use more 

volunteers. However some are in need of help. Please 

consider participating in more than one, especially 

counts that may involve a drive or have less than 10 

volunteers. 

    Skill and time levels:  Birders of any skill level are 

welcome. The amount of time you spend is flexible. 

Some watch their bird feeder for an hour, while others 

go for 15+ hours out in the field.  

    For more information contact: Leif Anderson at 

479-284-3150 ext. 3151 or email Leanderson@fs.fed.us; 

or a CBC compiler listed below for details.
 

Count              Date         Compiler     E-mail                                   

Buffalo National River East Wed 14 Jack Stewart jampack1@mac.com 
 

Hot Springs Village Thur 15 Chris Cash c52cash@sbcglobal.net 

Mississippi River State Park Thur 15 Tara Gillanders tara.gillanders@arkansas.gov 
 

Arkadelphia            Sat 17  Glen & Evelyn Good                theoldcrow@sbcglobal.net 

Crooked Creek Valley           Sat 17 Alan Gregory  quattro@windstream.net 

Fort Smith Sat 17 Bill Beall billtoka@mynewroads.com 

Little Rock Sat 17 Dan Scheiman birddan@comcast.net    

Village Creek State Park Sat 17 Heather Runyan heather.runyan@arkansas.gov 
 

Conway            Sun 18    Allan Mueller/ Michael Linz       akcmueller@gmail.com        

Fayetteville Sun 18 Joe Neal/ Mike Mlodinow joeneal@uark.com 

Hot Springs National Park Sun 18 Shelley Todd shelley.todd@nps.gov 

Lonoke Sun 18
 

Dan Scheiman birddan@comcast.net 
 

Mountain Home          Mon 19      Tom Krohn dreamer@yellville.net 
 

Sylamore Ranger District Wed 21 Megan Foll mnfoll@fs.fed.us 
 

Lk. Georgia Pacific/Felsenthal Thurs 29 Leif Anderson leanderson@fs.fed.us 

Pine Bluff Thurs 29 Rob Doster rdoster@hotmail.com 
 

Wapanocca NWR Fri 30 Dick Preston dickpreston@rittermail.com 

       Van Harris (Tennessee side) shelbyforester1223@bigriver.net 
 

Holla Bend NWR Wed Jan 4 Leif Anderson leanderson@fs.fed.us 
 

 

Several counts have yet to be set.  Contact Leif Anderson for details or subscribe to ARBIRD-L for regular updates. 

mailto:birddan@comcast.net
mailto:alice.m.snyder@gmail.com
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Upcoming Programs 
 

ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the John Gould 

Fletcher Library (except where noted), located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the 

corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave. The programs 

are free and open to the public.  

__________________________________________________________ 
 

December 8, 2016 – Potluck and Silent Auction 
 

Location:  Little Rock Audubon Center 
 

     Come join us from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Little Rock Audubon Center 

for our Annual Potluck and Silent Auction. This fun-filled event is a great 

opportunity to enjoy some wonderful food, spread holiday cheer, and 

exchange stories with fellow birders.  

     If you are bringing an item for the auction please be there by 6:00 to get 

the item labeled and in place. We’ll begin accepting bids at 6:15. Items can 

be purchased or handmade. Dinner will start at 6:30. 

     Bring your favorite dish and join us for a fun-filled evening at the Little 

Rock Audubon Center, 4500 Springer Blvd., Little Rock. For more 

information and directions to the Center see page 1 of this issue. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

January 12, 2017 – Annual Business Meeting 
 

     ASCA can exist only with active participation by its members, so here is 

your opportunity to provide input into activities for 2017 and help start the 

New Year off right for our organization!   

     All members are urged to attend our annual business meeting at 7:00 

p.m. at our regular meeting location.  

     Due to the number of topics that need to be covered, there will not be a 

program or guest speaker at this meeting. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

February 9, 2017 – Bugweiser and IHOP: The Frogs and Toads  

     of Little Rock 
 

Speaker: Bear Starr, Arkansas Master Naturalist & Frog Watch 

     USA Coordinator 
  

     The names “Bugweiser” and “IHOP” are two of the memory aides that 

Bear uses to keep straight the difference between a frog and a toad. Bear 

will use these and other memory aids as a fun way to help you learn to ID 

the species of frogs and toads that live in the Little Rock area. In addition, 

he will discuss how frogs and toads are indicator species for the health of 

local ecosystems, and describe the many benefits that frogs and toads bring 

to the local environment. 
     Bear Starr moved to Hot Springs Village in February 2014 from 

Virginia. His interest in all things reptile and amphibian started as a typical 

10-year-old boy terrorizing local critters. He joined Audubon in the early 

70s in central Florida when the local board of directors wanted someone 

with a herpetology background. He continues to be an avid birder to this 

day. Bear was a certified Virginia Master Naturalist and is now a certified 

Arkansas Master Naturalist, often volunteering at Lake Ouachita State Park. 

He is also the Diamond Lakes Chapter Coordinator for Frog Watch USA in 

Arkansas, a citizen science program that monitors the health of frog and 

toad populations. 

 

Election of Officers and  

Board Members 
 

     The election of Officers for 2017-2018 

and Board Members for 2017, will take place 

on Thursday, December 8, at the Little Rock 

Audubon Center. 

     The nominating committee consisted of 

Dottie Boyles, Doris Boyles, and Karen 

Holliday. During the November 10 business 

meeting, the slate of nominees was presented 

as follows: 
  

Two-year term as Officers: 

   President: Cindy Franklin  

   Vice President: Dan Scheiman 

   Recording Secretary: Barry Haas 

   Treasurer: Jim Dixon  

   Editor: Dottie Boyles 
 

One-year term as Board Members: 

   1. Robert Bays  

   2. Joan Ellison    

   3. Jane Gulley 

   4. DeLynn Hearn 

   5. Darrel Meyerdirk 

   6. John Webb 
 

     Any ASCA member is welcome to make a 

nomination from the floor at the December 

meeting before the election is held. 
____________________________________ 

 

Celebrating Bill's Birthday 
 

 
Bill Shepherd | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 

     At the October ASCA meeting, members 

surprised Bill Shepherd with a cake, made by 

Susan Hardin, to celebrate Bill's 80th birthday. 
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ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year. The trips are open to all and 

carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock. This is a great opportunity for 

novice birders to meet and learn more about birds from experienced birders, or perhaps 

a chance to see a life bird for those who list. For more information visit 

www.ascabird.org or contact Karen Holliday, ASCA Field Trip Coordinator, at 

ladyhawke1@att.net or 501-920-3246. Always bring plenty of water with you. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
December 17-18, 2016 

Little Rock and Lonoke Christmas Bird Counts 
 

   The Little Rock Count will be held Saturday, December 17,
 
and the Lonoke 

Count will be Sunday, December 18. To participate in one or both counts, contact 

Dan Scheiman at birddan@comcast.net or 501-366-0840. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

January 28, 2017 

Lake Dardanelle-Delaware Park and Holla Bend NWR 
 

     Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Mayflower commuter lot off I-40 West at Exit 135. We 

will carpool to Delaware Park, located on the southwest side of Lake Dardanelle. 

We should arrive at the boat ramp around 9:15 a.m. for anyone who wants to meet 

us there. We’ll scan the lake for gulls, waterfowl, and eagles. A rare gull or duck is 

always a possibility. The lake can be very cold and windy so dress in layers, 

including hats and gloves. 

     Next, we’ll caravan to the Holla Bend NWR headquarters’ parking lot. There is 

a $4.00 entrance fee per vehicle. A duck stamp or National Parks pass will get a 

vehicle in for free. Our target birds will be raptors, including nesting Bald Eagles, 

swans, ducks, geese, and sparrows. At Holla Bend, there will be some walking in 

tall grass, boots are recommended. We’ll return to Little Rock late afternoon. 

Bring snacks, lunch, and plenty of water. 

     Directions from the town of Dardanelle to Delaware Park: At the junction of 

Hwy. 7 and Hwy. 22, go west on Hwy 22 approximately 10 miles. Turn right onto 

Hwy. 393, which is the first road on your right after you cross the long causeway 

at the west end of the lake. Hwy. 393 dead ends at Delaware Park.   

     GPS coordinates:  35.295749, -93.271458.   

     For more information about the refuge go to www.fws.gov/hollabend. The 

headquarters is at 10448 Holla Bend Road, Dardanelle, AR 72834.  

     GPS coordinates: 35.163222, -93.093477. 

__________________________________________________________________
February 18, 2017 

Two Rivers Park Bridge and Two Rivers Park 
 

     Meet at 9:00 a.m. in the parking lot of the Two Rivers Park Bridge located at 

4468 River Mountain Road on the southeast end of the Two Rivers Park peninsula. 

We’ll scope the river from the parking lot and bridge, then walk the paved trail. 

You can turn around at any point and head back. After returning to our cars, we’ll 

drive to the west entrance of Two Rivers Park and walk the big field and horse 

trail. Both areas have a diverse population of sparrows. Knee-high rubber boots are 

recommend for the big field because of copious sand burrs. If any rare loons have 

been reported, birders can continue on to Lake Maumelle. Bring water, snacks, and 

a scope if you have one. We should finish around noon. 

     Take Exit 9 west off I-430 onto Cantrell Rd. At the first stop light, turn right 

(north) onto River Mountain Road. Go to the bottom of the hill then bear right to 

the main parking lot. GPS coordinates: 34.797931, -92.384704.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ASCA Field Trip 

 Schedule 
 

Utah Birding 
 

Continued from page 3 
 

birds. This was my 18th state to reach 100 

plus birds. 

     The Black-billed Magpie was a life bird 

for Dottie and myself, and after watching 

dozens of them and listening to their 

constant chatter, I have decided to call 

Karen, Dottie and I, "The Three Magpies." 

Does anyone agree with me? 

     After Karen's conference, she 

participated in the Great Salt Lake 

Audubon’s “Migrant March” field trip to 

Farmington Bay WMA and Antelope 

Island. Life birds included Cassin’s Vireo, 

Chukar, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay Ring-

necked Pheasant, and Lewis's Woodpecker. 

Karen added her first U.S. sighting of a 

Burrowing Owl.  

     The trip was a marvelous opportunity to 

bird with the friendly local birders and 

experience the incredible numbers of 

migrating birds at the Great Salt Lake. 
_____________________________________ 

Northern Saw-whet Owl Project 
 

 
Northern Saw-whet Owl | Photo: David Oakley 

 

     Mitchell Pruitt is continuing his master's 

research studying and tracking the Northern 

Saw-whet Owl. The 2016 banding season 

began October 20 with nets set up at the 

Ozark Natural Science Center in Madison 

County, which remained the primary field 

site this year. 

     With reports of saw-whets being 

captured in large numbers by banding 

stations to the north, hopes were high for a 

good season. On his second night in the 

field, Mitchell captured two birds. Both 

second-year females. These were captured 

eight days earlier than the first 2015 birds.  

     On November 10th the first bird to 

receive a radio transmitter was a female 

captured and banded at ONSC 10 days 

earlier. As of November 21st, 35 birds had 

been banded with the 50th bird of the 

project banded the week before. Current 

season totals are Male: 7, Female: 24. 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:ladyhawke1@att.net
mailto:birddan@comcast.net
http://www.fws.gov/hollabend
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Allsopp Park 

September 24, 2016 
 

     Twenty-seven birders gathered at Allsopp Park, 

including eight UCA students taking Dr. Vickie 

McDonald’s vertebrate biology class. We hoped for 

migrants and were not disappointed. These included 

Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow-throated Vireo, Wilson’s 

Warbler, American Redstart, Black-and-white Warbler, and 

Common Yellowthroat. Two Belted Kingfishers took us by 

surprise as they few through the canopy so far from the 

Arkansas River.  

     A trail-side, stationary Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

allowed everyone close looks. Everyone learned that you 

can eat jewelweed seeds, though not everyone trusted me 

enough to try them.  

     After the hike I took Michael Nicodemus and Jane 

Wiewora to Lyndal York’s neighborhood to add Brown-

headed Nuthatch to their lists. Lyndal came out to greet us. 

 --Dan Scheiman 

________________________________________________ 
 

Andrew Hulsey Fish Hatchery and  

Arkadelphia Oxidation Ponds 

October 22, 2016 
 

     A cheerful group of thirteen lucky birders were thrilled 

to be out birding in the fabulous October weather. Our first 

stop was to the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission's 

Andrew Hulsey Fish Hatchery located south of Hot Springs 

on Lake Hamilton. We were greeted by a startling number 

of approximately 80 Black Vultures sitting around waiting 

for the day to warm up. Many had their wings spread, 

taking full advantage of the warm sun on the chilly 

morning. The pine trees at the hatchery produced an 

impressive flock of energetic and squeaky Brown-headed 

Nuthatches. A Cooper's Hawk flashed by being chased by a 

murder of crows. 

     At the boat launch, we had a leisurely fly-by of a 

juvenile Bald Eagle. We also spotted a small flock of Pine 

Warblers, which included two stunning bright yellow 

males. Sandpipers included the always-present Killdeer, 

plus a small flock of Least Sandpipers. 

     Our second stop was the Arkadelphia Oxidation Ponds. 

We had high hopes of seeing the two Surf Scoters and the 

large numbers of ducks reported on Thursday. We met 

Glen Good and Charles Mills at the entrance gate. Mr. 

Good reported the Scoters and most of the ducks had left. 

What a difference a day makes in the world of birding!  

     However, still hanging around were Northern Shovelers, 

Gadwalls, a few Ruddy Ducks, Double-crested Cormorants 

and American Coots. A Little Blue Heron, Great Egrets, 

Great Blue Herons, and Pied-billed Grebes added to the 

mix. Charles helped us identify a lone Long-billed 

Dowitcher that flew in with a Lesser Yellowlegs. The 

group was very excited to see a total of four alligators, 

which included the BIG dude who owns one of the ponds. 
 

 
Looking for ducks and alligators. | Photo: Dottie Boyles 

 

     On our way out to head home, we stopped at one of the 

fields to see if any Sandhill Cranes had arrived. No cranes 

but we did spot a Northern Harrier, more Black Vultures, 

plus a Merlin, which was a life bird for one member. We 

also watched as a Red-tailed Hawk knocked another Red-

tailed Hawk out of the sky and into a tree.  

     Our estimated total species for the day was 55.  Not a 

bad start for our incoming winter birds. --Karen Holliday 
________________________________________________ 
 

DeGray Lake Resort State Park 

November 19, 2016 
 

     A total of 25 birders met at the lodge at DeGray Lake 

Resort State Park. The morning started out windy and quite 

cold, making the lake choppy and causing lots of shivering.  

Warm weather kept the birds from moving south, so 

waterfowl numbers on the lake were quite low. We saw 

two rafts of ducks very far out. The heat shimmers and 

white-caps made it impossible to identify what they were. 

Closer in we had several Common Loons, a Horned Grebe, 

some Gadwalls, and a small raft of scaup. Two Common 

Mergansers flew in, then quickly disappeared in the chop. 

An adult and juvenile Bald Eagle were working the area.  

Woods birds included Pine Warbler, Brown-headed 

Nuthatch, American Goldfinch, and Golden-crowned 

Kinglet. An unusual mammal sighting was a family of three 

beavers, two adults and a kit.  

    After lunch at the Lodge’s restaurant, the group went 

back to the point at Caddo Bend for a last scan of the lake. 

Still no ducks close enough to identify.  

    We headed to the Iron Mountain area because Red-

breasted Nuthatches had been reported earlier in the day. 

We were able to call in several, a life bird for many in the 

group. We totaled 35 species for the day. --Karen Holliday 

 

   Field Trip Reports 
     Karen Holliday, Field Trip Coordinator  



 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas     

P. O. Box 6213 

Sherwood, AR 72124 
 
Forwarding and return postage guaranteed. 

Return service requested. 

 

 

 
 

          Wild Turkey | Photo: David Oakley 

 

                
                         

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas  
Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address  ___________________________________________ 
 

City  _______________________  State ______ Zip  _______ 
 

E-mail address ______________________________________ 
 

  ASCA Dues Proration for New Members 

        Jan-Mar    Apr-Jun     Jul-Sep   Oct-Dec*       

  Membership Level     100%        75%          50%        100%       

  __Student/Senior     $10    $  7.50     $  5.00       $10 

  __Regular         $15    $11.25      $  7.50       $15 

  __Family          $25    $18.75      $12.50       $25 

  __Supporting         $35 

  __Patron          $50 
 

*New Memberships paid in the last quarter (Oct-Dec), will include full membership 

    for the following calendar year. 

All Membership renewals are due January 1 of each calendar year and can be paid 

    online via credit card at www.asca.org or mail a check to the address below. 
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The Snipe is published quarterly by the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas. Our 

mission is to encourage programs and 

activities supporting all things natural, wild, 

and free, especially birds, bird habitat stability 

and improvement, as well as to promote 

fellowship among members, educate and 

inspire the public, and champion the highest 

standards of ethical outdoor conduct. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Reporting a Banded Bird 
 

To report a bird with a Federal Band or Color 

Marker you can visit the U.S. Geological 

Survey website at: www.reportband.gov/.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Find an Injured Bird? 
 

For a listing of an Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission authorized Migratory Bird 

Rehabilitator in your area, visit their website: 

http://www.agfc.com/species/Documents/migr

atorybird_rehablist.pdf.  

_____________________________________ 
 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1818 N. Taylor Street, 

Little Rock, AR 72207.   Phone: 501-666-4210 

*Mention you are an ASCA member and 

receive 10% off your purchase.  

 

 

Make check payable to ASCA and mail to:  Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 

Birchwood Drive, Little Rock, AR 72211. Please note that “Chapter Only 

Members” will not receive Audubon magazine. To receive Audubon magazine, 

you will need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   
 

Address changes should be sent to the following: If Chapter Only Member, 

notify both Leon Brockinton, c/o Brockinton Company, LLC at P.O. Box 6213, 

Sherwood, AR 72124, and Jim Dixon, Treasurer, 11805 Birchwood Dr., Little 

Rock, AR 72211.  If NAS member, notify both Brockinton Company and NAS 

at P.O. Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001. 
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