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ASCA’s Christmas Potluck & Silent Auction 
December 14, 2006 

Magnolia Lodge, in Little Rock 

 
Come join us on Thursday, December 14

th
 from 6:00 – 

9:00 pm at Magnolia Lodge for our Annual Christmas 

Potluck and Silent Auction. 
 

This fun event is a great opportunity not only to enjoy 

some wonderful food, but also spread some holiday 

cheer and exchange stories with fellow birders. 
 

We will hold our Silent Auction again this year, which 

is a critical source of funds for ASCA.  Auction items 

can be purchased or hand made.  Please let me know, no 

later than, Monday Dec. 11
th
 what item(s) you are 

donating.  You can email me, at ctboyles@aristotle.net   
 

If you are bringing an item, please be there before 6 pm 

so we can get your item labeled and in place.  We will 

begin accepting bids for the auction around 6:15 and will 

sit down for dinner around 6:30.  ASCA will provide the 

drinks, plates, cups and eating utensils.   

Magnolia Lodge is located at 5304 West Markham 

Street in Little Rock.  To get there from Little Rock or 

North Little Rock:   
 

Take I-630, then take the Fair Park Blvd exit – Exit 4.  

Head north on Fair Park Blvd to Markham Street 

(0.6 mi). Turn Left on Markham Street, go about a 

block and a half (0.1 mi).   
 

Magnolia Lodge will be on the Right between 

Harrison and N. Tyler Streets.  The parking lot is 

located behind the building.  There is a driveway off 

Markham Street between Magnolia Lodge and Steven-

Dell Insurance or turn right on Harrison Street, then left 

just behind the Miller Plaza Bldg. 
 

Bring your favorite dish and come join us for lots of fun 

on December 14
th
 at 6 pm.

 

Dottie Boyles 

Silent Auction Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Inside 
 

President’s Column            Page 2        Upcoming Programs Page 5 
Conservation News   Page 3      Upcoming Field Trips Page 6 
Christmas Bird Counts  Page 4  Recent Bird Sightings Page 6 
Healthy Feeding Station Page 5  Field Trip Reports  Page 7 
 

  

 

The Newsletter of the 

Audubon Society of Central Arkansas 

 

Congratulations Bill Holimon 
 

ASCA Vice-President Bill Holimon was recently promoted to Chief of Research for the Arkansas Natural Heritage 

Commission (ANHC).  Bill follows Tom Foti, also an ASCA member, in that position.  Tom is Arkansas' leading 

plant community ecologist and will continue to work for ANHC on a part-time basis.  Tom conducted the first 

inventory of natural areas in Arkansas, helped save the Cache River from channelization, and was the recipient of the 

2005 National Wetlands Award.  Both Bill and Tom are past recipients of the Shugart Red-cockaded Woodpecker 

Award, presented by Arkansas Audubon for outstanding contributions to conservation of this species in Arkansas.  

 

Prior to his promotion Bill worked in the ANHC research section for six years as Ornithologist and Grants 

Coordinator.  Bill and Tom have collaborated on many projects that increased protection to areas that support 

Arkansas' rare plants, animals, and natural communities. 
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  Greetings Birders and Friends, 

 

This is my third parting column as President 

of ASCA.  I would like to thank those 

members who have made this tour of duty 

easier.  First of all I will thank Barry Haas 

who has been ASCA’s and my go to guy 

when we needed a leader to speak for us.  I 

first met Barry in October of 1987.  That was 

my first meeting and by the time the board 

adjourned, I had volunteered to be the 

Conservation Chair.  Any time I needed help 

he always said yes.  For that I am eternally 

grateful. 

 

The following December, I went to a meeting 

at Perk Floyd’s House to plan the Christmas 

Bird Count.  Upon arriving, I introduced 

myself to Perk, I told him I was a beginner 

and was nervous about going on the count.  I 

will never forget how welcoming he was to 

me.  He then did the biggest favor he could 

do.  He paired me with Lyndal York for the 

count.  Lyndal quickly became my birding 

mentor.  Thank the Lord, he was a patient 

teacher.  Thank you Perk and Lyndal.  

 

I would also like to thank Florence Mallard 

and Henry and Edith Halberg.  Though they 

are no longer with us on this earth I feel they 

are with us in spirit.  Thank you. 

 

Bill Shepherd has always been a great 

advisor to me.  I could always count on him 

to set me straight when I needed it.  Bill 

Hailey has been a most loyal Board Member 

and advisor.  DeLynn Hearn has been full of 

advice when I needed it.  Most of all they are 

great birding companions.  I have learned 

much from the three of you.  Thank you. 

 

Bill Holimon has been an outstanding 

member and leader.  He has presented us 

with great program speakers.  He has also led 

us on great field trips connected with work.  I 

love learning all that goes into science in 

action.  Dan Scheiman is a relatively new 

comer to ASCA.  However, he has already 

become involved in our business meetings 

and a regular on the field trips, lending his 

expertise to help see and identify the birds 

and their habitats.  I appreciate Bill and 

Dan’s enthusiasm about birding and our 

local chapter.  We are lucky they chose us. 

 

Dottie Boyles is one of the best Snipe 

Editors we have ever had.  She is also a 

person I have relied on heavily to help me 

when I needed it.  My wife Sherry has been 

hospitality chairperson since Florence 

Mallard resigned.  If I do say so myself, 

she’s done a pretty good job.  Thank you 

Dottie and Sherry. 

 

This is a sad time for me.  This is my third 

time you have placed your trust in me to be 

your leader.  This is the first time I leave 

ASCA worse off than I found it.  We have 

serious leadership and chapter challenges 

facing us in the coming year.  At present, we 

do not have the positions of Chapter 

President and Vice President filled.  We 

have reached a point where we really need 

fresh ideas and problem solvers.  Would you 

like to learn more?  Would you like to make 

a difference in environmental issues?   

 

Please come to our Christmas Potluck and 

get to know us.  Then come to our annual 

planning meeting in January.   

 

When Barry Haas asked me to be the 

Conservation Chair he told me “This 

position is what you want to make it.”  That 

it is Barry, that it is. 

 

Good Birding! 

 

Drew M. Phillips 

ASCA President

 
 

                                      Thank you Drew for serving so faithfully and for always filling in where needed. 

                                      We appreciate you and everything you’ve done! 
                                                                                                                   The ASCA Officers and Board Members 

President’s Column 
DREW PHILLIPS 
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Arkansas’ Extraordinary Resource Waters 
 

The battle to protect ERWs 
(Extraordinary Resource Waters) is 
definitely heating up. 
 
In the Sept.- Nov. issue of "The Snipe" 
there was an article about an ongoing 
attempt to weaken protections for 
Arkansas' Extraordinary Resource 
Waters (ERWs). A series of 10 public 
hearings began in mid-November and 
will conclude January 22 in Little Rock. 
Following that last public hearing the 
comment period will close on February 
5, 2007, with comments received after 

4:30 p.m. that day no longer accepted. 
 
So what is at stake? It started with a 
water authority in west Arkansas 
wanting to build a dam on Lee Creek, an 
ERW and one of the state's water 
treasures. Lee Creek and other ERWs 
are our very best waters based on water 
quality, biological values, esthetics and 
other factors. They are streams, rivers 
and lakes that everyone should agree 
deserve a higher level of protection to 
ensure future generations can enjoy 
them just as much as we do today. In 
attempting to dam Lee Creek an effort is 
being made to change Regulation 2 

which governs the surface waters of 

Arkansas. That change in language 
threatens every ERW in Arkansas, not 
just Lee Creek. It would lower the 
current level of protections for ERWs 
and allow, for example, a dam on an 
ERW stream or river where other 
sources of water are available to 
communities without the 
environmental destruction that goes 
along with dam building. And the only 
way such dams can be built is because 
our federal tax dollars pay for almost 
the entire cost. 
 

What can you do? You can comment 
on the proposed changes in hopes that 
current strong protections for ERWs 
will be maintained. Sometime in 
January we will post information on 
the Audubon Society of Central 
Arkansas web site that should help you 
offer pertinent comments. And we will 
also be sending e-mails to many of 
you reminding you that this is your 
chance to make sure your voice is 
heard on this critical issue. 
 
Go to the Arkansas Department of 
Environmental Quality (ADEQ) web site 
at: http://www.adeq.state.ar.us 

Use the 'Regulations' link (left hand 
column), then the "Drafts of Proposed 
Reg. Changes" link, also in the left 
hand column and finally the "Draft 
Regulation 2" link (APC&E Commission 
Docket #06-010-R). Here you will find 
everything from the schedule of public 
hearings (at the bottom) plus 
information about the comment period 
and how to submit comment by e-
mail, and also a copy of the proposed 
changes to Regulation 2 (SECOND 
AMENDED Petition to Initiate 
Rulemaking). 

 
If you have not been following this 
subject, offering comment can seem 
quite daunting. But we will do our best 
in January to explain what the 
proposed changes would mean to our 
very best streams, rivers and lakes 
that currently have these higher 
protections as ERWs. We hope many 
of you will willingly offer comments at 
that time. 
 
It is up to all of us to protect these 
special resources both for ourselves 
and for those who will come behind 
us.

 

        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Drafting & Adoption of a Lake Maumelle Watershed Management Plan 
 

Many of you already know that Lake Maumelle is the primary 

water source for about 388,000 central Arkansans. But did you 

know that a comprehensive watershed management plan has 

never been drafted nor put into place to protect your drinking 

water? Built in the late 1950s as a drinking water supply, a 

watershed management plan wasn't needed until westward 

expansion of Little Rock inched ever closer to Lake Maumelle 

in recent years. Better late than never, community groups have 

been working for more than a year with a consultant hired by 

Central Arkansas Water (CAW) to put into place just such a 

plan that hopefully will protect Lake Maumelle's water quality 

for the life of the lake. 

 

Factors that greatly complicate implementing such a plan now 

include several large landowners, including Deltic Timber, 

who have vehemently opposed such a plan, a watershed that 

covers parts of three counties (Pulaski, Perry and Saline) with 

multiple governmental jurisdictions, small landowners who 

are fearful that government regulation will restrict what they 

can do on their property, and the greatly increased value of 

land within the lake's watershed. CAW, and that's all of us 

because we are the ratepayers who pay all the bills, simply 

cannot afford to buy all the land in the watershed. So the next 

best solution is implementation of an effective watershed 

management plan that will preserve the exceptionally high 

water quality of Lake Maumelle. 

 

On December 14 the CAW Board is scheduled to discuss and 

likely vote on the draft watershed management plan. Once the 

CAW Board approves a plan, then the implementation stage 

will begin. Given comments at public hearings, particularly in 

Perry County, this will likely take a number of years. It may 

require enabling legislation by the Arkansas Legislature, and it 

will certainly require government bodies like the Pulaski Co. 

Quorum Court, the Little Rock Board of Directors and the No. 

Little Rock City Council to pass assorted ordinances in 

support of the watershed management plan. 

 

Your role as a ratepayer is to stay educated during this process 

which will stretch over years. You may be called upon at 

times to show your support for protecting the high quality of 

your water supply by contacting your representatives on the 

Little Rock Board, No. Little Rock City Council or Pulaski 

Co. Quorum Court. The only way that public officials know 

what is important to you is if you tell them. 

Conservation News 
Barry Haas 

 

http://www.adeq.state.ar.us/


Christmas Bird Count Dates and Location 
 

The days are getting shorter and the weather is getting colder, but that doesn’t mean the birding has to slow down!  It is 

Christmas Bird Count season again.  The CBC is an Audubon citizen science program and the nation’s longest running 

bird survey – this is the 107
th
 year.  The count period runs from December 14

th
 through January 4

th
.   

 

On count day participants count all birds they encounter within their assigned section of a 15-mile diameter circle.  

Birders of any skill level are welcome.  It’s a great opportunity to learn from experienced birders!  You can bird for as 

long as you like.  You can even stay at home and count at your feeder.    
 

ASCA sponsors two counts, Lonoke on Sunday December 17
th
, and Little Rock on Saturday December 30

th
.  Contact the 

compiler, Dan Scheiman at dscheiman@audubon.org or (501) 244-2229 if you would like to join one or both.   
 

There are 15 other counts across the state.  Please consider doing more than one, because several counts could really use 

some extra help.  Contact your local compiler or Leif Anderson at Leanderson@fs.fed.us or (479) 284-3150 ext 3151 for 

more information.  Hope to see you out there! 
 

To learn more about the CBC and browse historical results visit http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/index.html    

 
Count              Date         Compiler       Closest town                     Contact 
 

Arkadelphia            Sat 16
th

          Max Parker &   Arkadelphia   max.parker@earthlink.net   (501) 225-6589   

                                                                Doloras Harrington                                    or Doloras Harrington     (870) 246-2729 

Buffalo Nat. River Sat 16
th

 Mark Robinson   Evening Star  mark_robinson@nps.gov    (870) 449-4311 

Conway            Sat 16
th

          Martha Johnson     Conway         amjohnson@alltel.net         (501) 329-5214 

Fort Smith Sat 16
th

  Bill Beall    Fort Smith      (479) 783-1802 

Texarkana, AR Sat 16
th

  Don Kyle    Texarkana, AR adkyle@earthlink.net  
 

Fayetteville                Sun 17
th 

        Joe Neal &        Fayetteville    Joe:  jneal@fs.fed.us     (479) 521-1858 or 

     Mike Mlodinow              Mike: mamlod@hotmail.com   (479) 443-2663        

Lonoke Sun 17
th 

Dan Scheiman   Little Rock  dscheiman@audubon.org    (501) 244-2229 

N. Fork Illinois Bayou   Sun 17
th

      John Andre     Hector   jandre@fs.fed.us    (479) 284-3150 
 

Hot Springs Village     Mon 18
th

       Lynn Sackett        Hot Spgs Vlg   sackett@hsnp.com    (501) 922-9060 

Mountain Home          Mon 18
th

      Sharon Boatright      Mtn Home  sharonb@mtnhome.com    (870) 430-5335 
 

Crooked Creek            Wed 20
th

    Sally Jo Gibson        Harrison              sjogibson@alltel.net     (870) 741-5805 

Holla Bend NWR     Wed 20
th

     Leif Anderson       Dardanelle  Leanderson@fs.fed.us  (479) 284-3150 ext 3151 

 

Bayou DeView        Fri 22
nd

    Steve Osborne &      Brinkley            steve_Osborne@fws.gov    (501) 513-4479 

     Leif Anderson                      or Leif at Leanderson@fs.fed.us 
 

Pine Bluff         Wed 27
th

     Rob Doster     Pine Bluff  calcarius@comcast.net  (505) 323-3660 
 

Little Rock Sat 30
th

  Dan Scheiman   Little Rock  dscheiman@audubon.org    (501) 244-2229 

Wappanoca NWR      Sat 30
th

  Dick Preston        Turrell             dickpreston@bigriver.net    (901) 837-3360  

                     or cell # (901) 828-8384           

White River NWR    Sat 30th     Keith Sutton        St. Charles  catfishdude@sbc.global.net    (501) 847-9643 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

Project Feeder Watch 
 

Project Feeder Watch needs your help to keep track of the birds at your feeders this winter. Count birds as often as two days each week 
from November 11 to April 6. Your counts will help scientists monitor changes in feeder bird populations over the entire winter. 
 

New participants receive a kit with a handbook, a bird-identification poster, calendar, and instruction booklet. For more information or to 
sign up please visit http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ or call (800) 843-2473. 
 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

Mark your calendars for the tenth annual Great Backyard Bird Count, 16-19 February 2007. We'd like to make this the best GBBC ever, 
and could use your help in spreading word about this event. It's fun and helps everyone learn more about birds. If you represent an 
Audubon chapter and want to promote GBBC, send an email to aenglish@audubon.org. If you'd like to spread the word about the Great 
Backyard Bird Count more generally, consider joining as a Great Backyard Bird Count Ambassador.  
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Tips for a Healthy Feeding Station 
 

Store seed in clean, dry, airtight containers such 

as metal or plastic garbage cans. 
 

Place feeders near trees and shrubs so birds can 

quickly escape from predators. Reduce window 

collisions by placing feeders a safe distance 

away. 
 

Give seed feeders (especially thistle and tube 

feeders) a shake before you refill them to 

dislodge any compacted seed. Dump out any wet 

clumps of old seed. 
 

Keep seed and feeders clean and dry by rinsing, 

wiping and drying as necessary so that old seed, 

hulls, or droppings don’t remain in or on the 

feeders or on the ground below. This may be 

particularly important as West Nile Virus can be 

transmitted from bird to bird through droppings. 
 

Be especially careful to clean and dry feeders in 

warm weather. If possible, disinfect feeders with 

a weak bleach solution (1/4 cup bleach to            

2 gallons of water). Rinse and dry them before 

refilling. 
 

If feeding stations are established, be sure to feed 

consistently throughout the season through late 

spring. If you plan to be away, purchase an 

oversized feeder or ask a willing neighbor to 

continue feeding your birds. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

Dan Scheiman presents program 

To Magnolia Lodge 
 

On October 21
st
, Dr. Dan Scheiman 

presented a program on Arkansas’s Bird 

Community to the Magnolia Masonic Lodge.  

This is the second year that ASCA has used 

the lodge for their annual Christmas party.  

They wanted to know what ASCA was all 

about and requested that someone from our 

organization come and speak at their recent 

Homecoming event.  The majority of the 

people in attendance were not birders.  
 

Dan presented an excellent slide program, 

complete with sounds, on what makes 

Arkansas a great place to bird.  Everyone not 

only enjoyed the program but one young boy 

moved from the back of the room, where he 

was sitting with his grandparents, to the front 

so he could get a better view.  Perhaps a 

young birder has been born. 
 

Thank you Dan for stepping up and 

representing ASCA 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Programs of the ASCA 
 
The ASCA meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursday of each month at the 

John Gould Fletcher Library, located at 823 Buchanan Street, on the 

corner of Buchanan and H Streets, just off North University Ave.   

The programs are free and open to the public. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

December 14, 2006 – ASCA Christmas Potluck and Silent Auction 
 

The ASCA Christmas Potluck and Silent Auction will be held on Dec. 

14
th
 at Magnolia Lodge  in  Little Rock.    The Silent Auction is a critical 

source of funds for our society.    Please let Dottie Boyles know by Dec. 

11
th
 
 
if you are donating items for the auction at ctboyles@aristotle.net    

 

ASCA will provide the drinks, plates, cups and eating utensils.   Bids for 

the auction will begin around 6:15 pm, dinner will be at   6:30 pm.  So 

bring your favorite dish and plan now to attend this fun event.   
 

Details and directions to Magnolia Lodge can be found on page 1. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

January 11, 2007 – ASCA Annual Business Meeting 
 

Our Annual Business Meeting will be held Jan. 11
th
 at 7:00 pm.   All 

ASCA members are encouraged to attend.     This is your opportunity to 

provide input into ASCA’s activities for 2007. 
 

We still have several positions vacant and will be electing officers for 

2007-2008 as well as planning activities for the upcoming year.   ASCA 

can only exist with active members.   There will not be a program or 

guest speaker at this meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

February  8, 2007 – Veracruz, Mexico 
 

Guest Speaker:  Dan Scheiman, Ph.D. 

Program:  Birds, Butterflies and more of Mexico 
 

Dr. Dan Scheiman, Bird Conservation Director for Audubon Arkansas 

will give a presentation on his recent trip to Veracruz, Mexico.   While 

attending the 4th North American Ornithological Congress in Veracruz, 

Mexico, Dan saw many birds, butterflies, and sights there, especially 

during his 4-day ProNatura guided tour.  He added 76 birds and 38 

butterflies to his life lists.  He also returned home with some fantastic 

photos. 

 

Anna’s Eighty Eight 

Photo taken by Dan Scheiman 

In Veracruz, Mexico 
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The ASCA sponsors numerous field trips throughout the year.  The trips 

are open to all and carpooling is available for trips outside of Little Rock.  

This is a great opportunity for novice birders to meet and learn their birds 

from more experienced birders.  Perhaps a chance to get a life-bird for 

those dedicated birders.  Check out the web site at www.ascabird.org or 

contact Drew Phillips at (501) 568-3182 or (501) 228-5245 for more 

information about upcoming field trips. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

December 2006 

Lonoke and Little Rock Christmas Bird Counts 
 

All are welcome to participate in the annual Lonoke and Little Rock 

Christmas Bird Counts.   The Lonoke Christmas Count will be held on 

Sunday, Dec. 17
th 

and the Little Rock Christmas Count will be held on 

Saturday, Dec. 30
th

.  To participate in a count, contact Dan Scheiman at 

dscheiman@audubon.org or    (501) 244-2229. 
 

For more information on Christmas Bird Counts go to 

www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/105thsummary.html 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

January 20, 2007 

Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge 
 

We will meet in the northwest corner of the Wal-Mart Super Center 

located on the corner of  Chenal Parkway  and  Highway  10  at  7:30 

am.  We will carpool to the Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge.  Our 

target birds will be Bald Eagles, waterfowl and sparrows.  Bring a sack 

lunch and plenty of water. The walking will be held to short level trails.  

This is a great trip for everyone.  We should arrive at the Holla Bend 

visitor center around 9:30 for anyone who wants to meet us there.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February 10, 2007 

Andrew Hulsey Fish Hatchery 
 

We will meet at the south end of the commuter parking lot at I-630 

and Shackleford Road at 7:30 am and carpool to the Andrew Hulsey 

Fish Hatchery and the Arkadelphia sewer ponds afterward.  Normally, 

both are good spots for watching ducks and assorted other species as both 

places have woodlands surrounding the bodies of water.  We will leave 

the commuter parking lot and head for the fish hatchery off Hwy. 290 

near the southeast corner of Lake Hamilton.  In past years we would eat 

our lunch at an area nearby on a wooden fishing pier over Lake Hamilton 

and then head for Arkadelphia on the back roads. 
 

There is quite a bit of walking (and driving) on this field trip, though on 

level ground in both places.  Lunch, liquids and appropriate clothing are 

definitely required.  Barry Haas will be leading this trip.  If you need 

more information you can contact Barry at 501-821-4097 or 

bhaas@sbcglobal.net .  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ASCA Field Trip 

 Schedule  

Bird sightings from around the state 
 

So far this fall has proved to be quite interesting, 

between fall migration and birds being blown 

off course by the passing fronts.  Here is a 

partial list of some of the unusual birds being 

reported from around the state. 
 

   In October a Rufous Hummingbird was seen at a 

home off Faulkner Lake Road in North Little Rock. 
 

   Oct. 14th, Amy Edie and Joe Neal saw three "spring 

adult male"-plumaged Yellow-headed Blackbirds at 

the Charlie Craig State Fish Hatchery at Centerton, 

Benton County.  Joe reports, the Yellow-headed 

record is "late" for northwest Arkansas (with the 

exception of a very few scattered single birds during 

winter).  On Nov 10th Joe photographed a male Black 

Scoter on the fishponds.   
 

   Lake Dardanelle has been very busy with LaDonna 

Nichols finding a Red-throated Loon on Wed. Nov. 

1st.  Sunday, Nov 5th Kenny Nichols reported seeing 

not only the Red-throated Loon but, a Black Scoter 

and Western Grebe.  Along with an adult Laughing 

Gull at the Russellville Junior High School.  During 

the ASCA field trip Sat. Nov. 11th a Surf Scoter and 

Red-breasted Merganser were seen.  Sat. Nov. 18th 

a Tufted Duck was seen. 
 

  Nov. 1st, a Spotted Towhee was seen and heard at 

the Ninestone Land Trust in Carroll County, NW 

Arkansas by Judith. 
 

   Nov. 4th Charles Mills located a ¾ Rock Wren at 

the Okay Levee, Millwood Lake.  The poor bird had 

somehow lost its tail.  Charles also found two whole 

Rock Wrens near the spillway area on Nov. 11th 

making a total of 2 ¾ Rock Wrens for Millwood 

Lake! 
 

   The Trumpeter Swans have started arriving on 

Magness Lake Near Heber Springs.  Robert Herron 

saw two adults and four cygnets, on Nov. 7th.  
 

   Also on Nov. 7th, Herschel Raney took some time 

out and drove through Lollie, (near Conway).  There 

he found “Quite a mass of Meadowlarks & virtually 

every stop had some rather chatty Western 

Meadowlarks”. 
 

   On Nov. 11th, Jason Luscier reported seeing a 

Prairie Falcon at the Charlie Craig State Fish 

Hatchery in Benton County. 
 

      Sandy Berger of Fort Smith had three Inca Doves 

in her yard on Sat. Nov. 11th 
 

   Nov. 15th, Robert Russell spotted 12 Sandhill 

Cranes taking off from a flooded field along I-40 in 

Crittenden County within the city limits of West 

Memphis headed northeast. 

http://www.ascabird.org/
mailto:dscheiman@audubon.org
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/105thsummary.html
mailto:bhaas@sbcglobal.net
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     Field Trip Reports 
  

 

Pinnacle Mountain Hawk Watch 
September 23, 2006 

 

Thirteen participants took advantage of the calm before the 

storm to bird the Rocky Valley Trail at Pinnacle Mountain 

State Park.  Although we did see an Osprey and a Bald 

Eagle from the scenic overlook by the Visitor Center, the 

southwest winds were unfavorable for raptor migration, the 

original intent of the trip.  Instead we focused on 

neotropical migrants and had some success.  We saw 31 

species including 6 species of warblers. 
 

Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Caspian 

Tern, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-bellied 

Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern Phoebe, Blue Jay, American Crow, Cliff Swallow, Barn 

Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American 

Robin, Brown Thrasher, Northern Parula, Nashville Warbler, 

Black-throated Green Warbler, Pine Warbler, Black-and-white 

Warbler, American Redstart, Summer Tanager, Northern 

Cardinal, Indigo Bunting 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Two Rivers Park 
October 14, 2006 

 

October's bird walk was to Two Rivers County Park on the 

outskirts of Little Rock.  Thirteen birders attended.  The 

seasonal transition was evident, not only in the temperature 

but also in the bird community; migrants were moving out 

while winter residents were settling in.  We saw 55 

species: 
 

Canada Goose, Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican, 

Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, 

Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Cooper's 

Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Coot, 

Franklin's Gull, Mourning Dove, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-

bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy 

Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern 

Phoebe, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Blue Jay, American Crow, 

Fish Crow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren, 

House Wren, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren, Golden-crowned 

Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Gray Catbird, 

Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Yellow-rumped 

Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Field Sparrow, Vesper 

Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Lincoln’s 

Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Northern 

Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern 

Meadowlark, Brown-headed Cowbird, House Finch and 

American Goldfinch. 

Lake Dardanelle 
November 11, 2006 

 

Nine birders and three dogs participated in the Lake 

Dardanelle field trip on November 11
th
.  The day started out 

windy and chilly (at least to most of us), but shortly after 

lunch the wind died down and made for a great birding day.   
 

We began at the Russellville Junior High School where we 

found three Franklin’s Gulls among the many Ring-bills and 

twelve American Pipits.  Then we proceeded to the State 

Park by the boat launch.  The water there was less choppy 

and we were able to find Common Loons, Red-breasted and 

Hooded Mergansers along with ten Horned Grebes.  We 

left the park and headed to the Dam site, then on to Piney 

Point and ended the day at Kenny and LaDonna Nichols’ 

place, where LaDonna located a Western Grebe and Kenny 

spotted a Surf Scoter.  We tallied a total of 75 species for the 

day.  It was definitely a good birding day as several of us 

were able to add life-birds to our list.  Many thanks to Kenny, 

LaDonna and Leif Anderson for sharing their expertise with 

us.  Highlights for the day included.  
 

Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Western Grebe, 

Am. White Pelican, D.C. Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Snow 

Goose, Ross’s Goose, Canada Goose, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, 

Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked 

Duck, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Surf Scoter, Bufflehead, Red-

breasted Merganser, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Bald 

Eagle, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered 

Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Am. Coot, Killdeer, Franklin’s Gull, 

Bonaparte’s Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Mourning Dove, 

Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 

Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, Blue Jay, Carolina Chickadee, 

Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned 

Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, 

Am. Robin, N. Mockingbird, Carolina Wren, Brown Thrasher, 

American Pipit, Cedar Waxwing, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Pine 

Warbler, N. Cardinal, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Savannah 

Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 

Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch and Am. Goldfinch. 

 

 
 

American Pipit 
Photo By Robert Herron  
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      Supporting   $35 per year 

      Patron    $50 per year 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Arkansas Rare Bird Alert (RBA) 
 

The RBA lists rare and unusual birds found throughout the state and if possible directions to these birds.  To report or hear the latest 
sightings, call (501) 753-5853.  The number is listed as J.J. Audubon in the phone book, the only white page listing with the last 
name Audubon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

 

 

 

      
 
 
 

 

 

Other Conservation News 
Barry Haas 

 

   I hope all of you saw where the Big Dam 

Bridge, spanning the Arkansas River above 

Murray Lock and Dam, opened for recreational 

use. Isn't that great? The Big Dam Bridge should 

help us protect Rebsamen Park Road from being 

extended for commuter use, which continues to be 

pushed by Alltel Corporation. The latest news is a 

traffic study of the Rebsamen Park Road/Cantrell 

Road area. Then we can determine if there even 

are any major traffic issues and how they might be 

addressed if it is determined they do. 

 

   Not much is being heard on the proposed 

expansion of the BFI landfill on Mabelvale Pike 

just south of Asher Avenue. But you can expect 

BFI to be working behind the scenes to keep their 

proposed landfill expansion alive. It's being sold to 

the public as a 'park' after an expanded landfill 

would be full decades from now and then 

converted to parkland. 

 
 
 
 

 

Make check payable to “ASCA” and mail to treasurer Barry Haas,            

804 Konrad Ct., Little Rock, AR 72223-9201.  Please note that “Chapter 

Only Members” will not receive Audubon magazine.  To receive Audubon 

magazine, you need to join the National Audubon Society (NAS).   

 

Changes in address should be sent to the following.  If a chapter only 

member, notify Jetletter at 300 S. Rodney Parham, Suite #10, Little Rock, 

AR 72205.  If a NAS member, notify both Jetletter and the NAS at P. O. Box 

51001, Boulder CO, 80322-1001 

____________________________________________________ 

This male Black Scoter was seen at the Craig State 

Fish Hatchery in Benton County on Nov. 10th 

Photograph by Joe Neal, Fayetteville, AR 


